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ADVERTISEMENT. 


This  volume  may  prove  acceptable  to  those 
heads  of  families  who  are  in  the  habit  of  assem- 
bling their  households  every  moi'ning  for  the 
purposes  of  instruction  and  devotion.  The 
Psalms  have  been  so  arranged  as  to  be  read 
through  once  in  four  months,  or  three  times 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  A  short  Admonition 
is  prefixed,  and  a  Prayer  subjoined  to  each 
Psalm,  which,  taken  together,  will  (with  the 
addition  of  the  Lord's  Prayer)  be  found  to 
occupy  the  period  of  time  which  is  usually 
allotted  to  family  prayers.  Notes  have  been 
added,  which  may  be  studied  in  private,  and 
over  which  the  eye  may  glance  at  the  time  of 
reading  the  Psalm. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  version  used  is  mainly  that  of  the  Book 
of  Common  Prayer,  but,  in  some  instances,  the 
Bible  version  has  been  substituted. 

The  53d,  70th,  and  108th  Psalms  have  been 
omitted,  as  their  contents  are  found  in  other 
Psalms. 

The  notes  are  mostly  taken  from  the  Com- 
mentaries of  Bishops  Home  and  Horsley. 
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CHRONOLOGY  OF  THE  PSALMS. 

The  Island  U9th  Psalms  are  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  Ezra  about  444 

years  before  Christ. 
The  88th  and  89th  Psalms  are  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  Jloses  about  1500 

years  before  Ciirist. 
The  Psalms  m.irked  *  were  ^vritten  during  the  life  of  D.avicl,from  1063  to  1015  years 

before  Christ. 
The  Psalms  marked  t  are  supposed  to  have  been  written  either  during  or  subsequent 

to  the  Babylonish  captivity,  from  539  to  515  years  before  Christ. 
The  remainder  of  the  Ps.^Ims  are  supposed  to  have  been  written  at  difierent  periods. 

between  1004  to  588  vears  before  Christ. 


See  TowNSENn's  BiUe. 


EXTRACTS. 


"  The  Psalms  are  an  epitome  of  the  Bible,  adapted  to  the  purposes  o( 
devotion.  That  which  we  read  in  tlie  other  Scriptures,  is  reduced  to  prac- 
tice when  we  recite  it  in  the  Psalms ;  in  those,  repentance  and  faith  are 
described,  but  in  these  they  are  acted  ;  by  a  perusal  of  the  former,  we  learn 
how  others  served  God,  but  by  using  the  latter,  we  serve  him  ourselves. 

"  What  is  there  necessary  for  man  to  know,  says  the  pious  and  judicious 
Hooker,  which  the  Psalms  are  not  able  to  teach  ?  They  are  to  beginners 
an  easy  and  familiar  introduction  ;  a  mighty  augmentation  of  all  virtue  and 
knowledge,  in  such  as  are  entered  before  ;  a  strong  confirmation  to  the  most 
perfect  among  others.  Heroical  magnanimity,  exquisite  justice,  grave 
moderation,  exact  wisdom,  repentance  unfeigned,  unwearied  patience,  the 
mysteries  of  God,  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  the  terrors  of  wrath,  the  comforts 
of  grace,  the  works  of  Providence  over  this  world,  and  the  promised  joys 
of  that  world  which  is  to  come  ;  all  good  necessary  to  be  either  known, 
or  done,  or  had,  this  one  celestial  fountain  yieldeth.  Let  there  be  any 
grief  or  disease  incident  unto  the  soul  of  man,  any  wound  or  sickness 
named,  for  which  there  is  not  in  this  treasure  house  a  present  comfortable 
remedy  at  all  times  to  be  found. 

"  In  the  language  of  this  Divine  book,  therefore,  the  prayers  and  praises 
of  the  Church  have  been  offered  up  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  from  age  to 
age.  And  it  appears  to  have  been  the  Manual  of  the  Son  of  God,  in  the 
days  of  his  flesh,  who,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  last  supper,  is  generally 
supposed,  and  that  upon  good  grounds,  to  have  sung  a  hymn  taken  from 
it — who  pronounced  on  the  Cross,  the  beginning  of  the  2'2d  Psalm,  '  My 
God!  my  God!  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  ?' — and  expired  with  apart  of  the 
31st  Psalm  in  his  mouth,  '  Into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit.'  Thus,  he 
who  had  not  the  Spirit  by  measure,  in  whom  were  hidden  all  the  treasures 
of  wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  who  spake  as  never  man  spake,  yet  chose 
to  conclude  his  life,  to  solace  himself  in  his  greatest  agony,  and  at  last  to 
breathe  out  hi?  soul  in  the  Psalmist's  form  of  words  rather  than  his  own. 
No  tongue  of  men  or  angel,  as  Dr  Hammond  justly  observes,  can  convey 
a  higher  idea  of  any  book,  and  of  their  felicity  who  use  it  aright." — Bishop 
Horne'f:  Preface  to  his  Qommenlarij  mi  the  Psalms. 


"  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  Psalms  in  general  are  devotional  and 
experimental,  the  language  of  the  pious  heart  under  its  various  exercises  ; 
whether  mourning  for  sin,  thirsting  after  God,  or  rejoicing  in  him  ; 
whether  burdened  with  affliction,  struggling  with  temptation,  or  triumph- 
ing in  the  hope  or  enjoyment  of  deliverance  ;  whether  admiring  the  divine 
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perfections,  thanking  God  for  his  mercies,  meditating  on  his'  truths,  or 
delighting  in  his  service.  They  are,  in  a  great  measure,  a  divinely 
appointed  standard  of  genuine  experience,  by  which  we  may  judge 
whether,  or  how  far  our  own  desires,  aims,  fears,  hopes,  joys  and  sorrows, 
are  spiritual ;  and  how  far  they  are  carnal,  or  verge  to  enthusiasm  or 
delusion.  The  value  of  the  Psalms  in  this  particular  is  inestimable  ;  and 
the  more  cordially  we  can  enter  into  the  views  and  appropriate  language 
of  the  Psalmist,  the  higher  is  our  progress  in  genuine  religion." — Scott's 
Preface  to  the  Psalms. 


"  The  Psalms  appear  to  be  compositions  of  various  authors  in  various 
ages  ;  some  much  more  ancient  than  the  times  of  King  David,  some  of  a 
much  later  age.  Of  many,  David  himself  was  undoubtedly  the  author  ; 
and  that  those  of  his  composition  were  prophetic,  we  have  David's  own 
authority ;  for  thus,  at  the  close  of  his  life,  he  describes  himself  and  his 
sacred  songs,  — '  David,  the  son  of  Jesse,  said,  and  the  man  who  was 
raised  up  on  higli,  the  anointed  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  and  the  sweet 
Psalmist  of  Israel,  said.  The  Spirit  of  Jehovah  spake  by  rae,  and  his  word 
was  in  my  tongue.'  It  was  the  word,  therefore,  of  Jehovah's  Spirit  that 
was  uttered  by  David's  tongue. 

"  The  Psalms  are  all  poems  of  the  lyric  kind — that  is,  adapted  to  music  ; 
but  with  great  variety  in  the  style  of  composition  :  some  are  Odes,  or 
narratives  of  the  facts  either  of  public  or  private  history,  or  private  life,  in 
a  highly  adorned  and  figured  style  :  some  are  Elegiac,  or  pathetic  composi- 
tions upon  mournful  subjects  :  some  are  Ethic,  delivering  grave  maxims  of 
life,  or  the  precepts  of  religion,  in  solemn,  but,  for  the  most  part,  simple 
strains  :  some  are  Enigmatic  ;  but  a  ver}'  great  part  are  a  sort  of  Dramatic 
Ode,  consisting  of  dialogues.  In  these  Dialogue  Psalms,  the  persons  are 
frequently  the  Psalmist  himself,  or  the  chorus  of  Priests  and  Levites,  or 
the  leader  of  the  Levitical  band.  The  other  persons  are  Jehovah,  some- 
times as  one,  sometimes  as  another  of  the  three  persons  :  Christ  in  his 
incarnate  state  ;  sometimes  before,  sometimes  after  his  resurrection,  some- 
times as  a  priest,  as  a  king,  or  as  a  conqueror.  The  part  of  Jehovali  is 
sometimes,  indeed,  supplied  by  an  oracular  voice,  breaking  out  from  the 
sanctuary."* — Bishop  Horslej/s  Preface. 

*  Exaraplos  nrc  given  in  tho  24th  .^nd  87th  Psalm3,  .is  translated  hy  Bishop  Horslcy. 
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Ulrmonittom 

So  great  and  so  numerous  are  our  spiritual 
adversaries,  that  no  precautions  of  our  own, 
unassisted  by  divine  grace,  are  sufficient  to  guard 
us  against  their  assaults ;  but  this  Psahii  sets 
out  with  an  assurance,  that  God's  blessino-  will 
attend  the  steps  which  a  wise  person  takes  to 
avoid  temptation.  Amongst  the  precautions 
which  do  lie  within  our  power,  is  that  of  avoid- 
ing evil  company,  which,  by  effacing  all  good 
impressions  from  the  mind,  leads  to  hardness 
of  heart,  to  misery  in  this  world,  and  to  ever- 
lasting punishment  in  the  next.  He  who  now 
shudders  at  the  thought  of  persisting  in  sin, 
and  thus  bringing  down  upon  himself  the  eternal 


FIRST  DAY. 


wrath  of  the  Ahniglity,  ought  not  to  have  any 
fellowship  with  bad  men,  since  it  is  impossible 
for  any  one  who  forsakes  the  right  path  to  say 
whither,  or  how  far,  he  shall  wander  from  it. 
Those  persons  who,  through  God's  grace,  have 
attained  a  firm  conviction  that  no  happiness 
they  can  enjoy  in  the  present  life  is  to  be  com- 
pared with  a  state  of  never  ending  bliss  in  the 
world  to  come,  will  take  delight  in  those  Scrip- 
tures which  assure  them  of  salvation  ;  they  will 
meditate  on  them  day  and  night,  and  will  look 
to  them  for  guidance  when  in  prosperity,  and 
for  comfort  when  in  adversity.  By  such  medi- 
tation, a  person  as  naturally  improves  and 
advances  in  holy  dispositions,  as  a  tree  thrives 
and  flourishes  in  a  kindly  and  well-watered 
soil ;  and  whilst  ungodly  or  irreligious  persons 
are  drifted  to  and  fro  by  various  lusts  and  pas- 
sions, the  man  who  is  influenced  by  principles 
of  religion  is  enabled  to  maintain  consistency  of 
conduct  and  stability  of  character. 

1 .  Blessed  is  the  man  that  hath  not  walked  in  the 
counsel'  of  the  ungodly,  nor  stood  in  the  way  of  sin- 
ners, and  hath  not  sat  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful  ;- 

2.  But  his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and 
in  his  law  will  he  exercise  himself^  day  and  night. 

3.  And  he  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the 
water  side,  that  will  bring  forth  his  fruit  in  due 
season. 

"'  After  the  counsel.  '"  ^ViU  he  meditate. 

^*^  Of  those  who  scoft'.it  religion. 
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4.  His  leaf,  also,  shall  not  wither ;  and,  look,  what- 
soever he  doeth,  it  shall  prosper. 

5.  As  for  the  ungodly,  it  is  not  so  with  them ; 
but  they  are  like  the  chaff,  which  the  wind  scattereth 
away  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

6.  Therefore,  the  ungodly  shall  not  be  able  to  stand 
in  the  judgment,*  neither  the  sinners  in  the  congre- 
gation of  the  righteous. 

7.  But  the  Lord  knoweth  the  way  of  the  right- 
eous,^ and  the  way  of  the  ungodly  shall  perish. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to 

the  Holy  Ghost, 
As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever 

shall  be,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


ItPt  110  pxaiK 

O  Holy  Lord  God,  fountain  of  all  blessing, 
be  pleased  to  sow  the  good  seed  of  thy  Word 
in  our  hearts,  and  water  it  with  the  dew  of  thy 
Spirit ;  that  while  we  meditate  on  it  day  and 
night,  we  may  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the 
water  side,  bringing  forth  at  all  times,  and  in 
all  seasons,  the  fruits  of  a  holy  conversation. 
Suffer  us  not  to  walk  in  the  way  of  sinners,  nor 
to  have  fellowship  with  those  who  make  a  mock 
at  sin,  lest  we  be  partakers  in  their  calamity  ; 
but  guide  us,  we  most  humbly  beseech  thee,  in 
the  strait  and  narrow  way  that  leadeth  to  life 

<"  In  the  judgment  of  the  last  day.  having  this  seal,  the  Lord  knnwcth  them 

^*^  The  foundation  of  God  st.indeth  sure,     that  arc  his. — 2  Tim.  ii.  1.0. 
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eternal,  that  in  the  last  great  day  we  may  be 
able  to  stand  in  the  judgment,  and  may  be  found 
amongst  those  who,  through  thy  mercy  and 
the  merits  of  our  Redeemer,  shall  inherit 
the  promises  of  the  Gospel.  Grant  this,  O 
heavenly  Father,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ, 
our  Mediator  and  Advocate.  Amen. 
Our  Father,  &c. 


January,     ^i        ^CronJ»  Pam 

May. 


September.  I  PSALM  II. 


admonttiotK 

At  the  beginning  and  ending  of  this  Psalm, 
the  Psalmist  speaks  prophetically  in  his  own 
person,  whilst  in  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  verses 
he  speaks  in  the  person  of  the  Messiah.  If  we 
turn  to  the  4th  of  Acts,  the  25th  to  the  28th 
verses,  we  shall  see  that  the  beginning  of  this 
Psalm  was  intended  to  foreshew  the  opposition 
that  would  be  made  to  Christ,  as  also  the  vain 
attempts  of  the  Jewish  rulers,  and  of  heathen 
kings  and  potentates,  to  suppress  or  prevent  the 
extension  of  Christianity.  The  impotence  of 
such  attempts  is  compared  to  the  brittleness  of 
a  potter's  vessel,  whilst  the  power  of  the  Al- 
mighty to  punish  or  to  crush  them  is  described 
under  the  figure  of  a  rod  of  iron.  The  same 
figures  are  used  in  the  2d  of  Revelations  at  the 
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27th  verse,  in  connection  with  the  triumphant 
issue  of  a  steady  faith  in  Christ.  This  steady 
faith,  productive  of  good  works,  may  be  said  to 
be  the  yoke  and  burden  of  Christ ;  it  imposes 
upon  us,  no  doubt,  the  restraint  of  our  passions, 
to  which  rebellious  human  nature,  unassisted 
by  divine  grace,  is  ever  unwilling  to  submit. 
But  let  us  not  impiously  cast  away  those  cords 
Avhich  attach  us  to  Christ,  nor  break  asunder 
those  bonds  which  connect  us  with  the  hope  of 
salvation  through  his  sufferings,  and  through 
his  merits,  lest  He  that  dwelleth  in  heaven 
should  laugh  us  to  scorn  and  have  us  in  deri- 
sion. But  let  us  serve  the  Lord  in  fear,  with 
a  diffidence  of  our  own  strength  and  power, 
and  rejoice  in  our  title  of  Christians  with  a 
reverential  love  of  our  Saviour,  since  a  day  is  at 
hand,  when  nought  will  remain  of  the  wisdom, 
and  learning,  and  power  of  this  world,  save  that 
which  is  founded  on  faith,  and  love,  and  obe- 
dience to  God's  commandments. 

1 .  '  Why  do  the  heathen  so  furiously  rage  together, 
and  why  do  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing  ? 

2.  The  kings  of  the  earth  stand  up,  and  the  rulers 
take  counsel  together  against  the  Ijord,  and  against 
his  Anointed. 

3.  ^Let  us  break  their  bonds  asunder,  and  cast 
away  their  cords  from  us. 


^''  The    Psalmist   speaks   in    liis   own     spoken    by  the   powers   in   arms  against 
persen.  Messiah. 

'*^   These    words    are    supposed   tn    tie 
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4.  He  that  dwelleth  in  heaven  shall  laugh  them 
to  scorn,  the  Lord  shall  have  them  m  derision. 

5.  Then  shall  he  spesk  unto  them  in  his  wrath, 
and  vex  them  in  his  sore  displeasure. 

6.  Yet^  have  I  set  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of 
Sion. 

7-  *I  M^ill  declare  the  decree, — the  Lord  hath  said 
unto  me,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten 
thee. 

8.  Desire  of  me,  and  I  shall  give  thee  the  heathen 
for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  utmost  parts  of  the 
earth  for  thy  possession. 

9.  Thou  shalt  bruise  them  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and 
break  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel. 

10.  ^Be  wise  now,  therefore,  O  ye  kings  ;  be 
learned,  ye  that  are  judges  of  the  earth. 

11.  Serve  the  Lord  in  fear,  and  rejoice  unto  him 
with  reverence. 

12.  Kiss  the  Son,''  lest  he  be  angry,  and  so  ye 
perish  from  the  right  way ;  if  his  wrath  be  kindled, 
yea,  but  a  little,  blessed  are  all  they  that  put  their 
trust  in  him. 


O  blessed  Jesus,  into  whose  hands  are  com- 
mitted all  dominion  and  power  in  the  kingdoms 
and  empires  of  the  world,  on  whose  vesture  and 

'''  "  Yet,"  means,  notwithstanding  all  he  was  declared   to   be  the  Son  of  God 

opposition.  with  power, 

f^5  Messiah   speaks AVe   learn    from         ^^^  The  Psalmist  again   speaks  in  his    | 

Acts  xiii.  33,  that  this  refers  to  the  day  own  person. 

when  Christ  rose  from  the  dead,  when,        <°'  Kiss  the  Son  in  token  of 

as  St  Paul  expresses  it  in  Romans,  i.  4,  and  service. 
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on  whose  thigh  a  name  is  written,  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  we  adore  thee  in 
thine  infinite  excellency,  and  most  glorious 
majesty,  beseeching  thee  to  reveal  thy  name 
and  the  glory  of  thy  kingdom  to  the  heathen, 
which  know  thee  not,  and  to  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth,  which  are  given  thee  for  thy 
possession  and  inheritance.  And  grant  to  us, 
thy  servants,  who  have  been  blessed  with  the 
light  of  thy  holy  Gospel,  that  we  may  walk 
worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  we  have  been 
called,  shewing  forth  thy  praise,  not  only  with 
our  lips,  but  in  our  lives.  Give  unto  us,  we 
beseech  thee,  the  increase  of  faith,  hope,  and 
charity ;  and,  that  we  may  obtain  that  which 
thou  dost  promise,  make  us  to  love  that  which 
thou  dost  command.  Hear  us,  O  merciful 
Saviour,  who,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  liveth  and  reigneth,  one  God,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 


January.     ^  ©fJitD  JBay. 

May.  V 

September.  S   PSALMS  HI.  &  IV. 


^timontttoit. 

The  third  Psalm  was  composed  by  David, 
during  the  rebellion  of  his  son  Absalom,  which 
caused  him  great  affliction  as  a  father,  and  great 


THIRD  DAY. 


political  difficulty  as  a  monarch ;  it  shews  the 
trust  and  confidence  in  Almighty  God,  which 
were  always  uppermost  in  David's  mind,  and 
thus  holds  out  a  lesson  to  us,  which  we  may 
apply,  not  only  in  our  temporal  difficulties,  but 
also  as  an  incitement  to  prayer  for  God's  gra- 
cious assistance  when  temptations  assail  our 
spiritual  welfare.  Our  foes,  like  David's,  may 
be  "  those  of  our  own  households  ;"  our  dearest 
relatives,  instead  of  walking  with  us  in  the 
ways  of  God,  may  vex  and  oppose  us  ;  in  such 
cases,  let  us,  in  meekness  and  the  spirit  of 
charity,  refer  the  matter  in  prayer  to  God  :  thus, 
in  the  most  stormy  night  of  trouble  shall  we  be 
enabled  to  take  our  rest,  in  confidence  that  the 
Lord  will  sustain  us,  and  that  his  blessing  will 
be  upon  his  people. 

In  the  fourth  Psalm,  we  find  David  addressing, 
first,  his  righteous  God  in  terms  of  thankso-iving; 
and  prayer;  and,  secondly,  his  rebellious  sub- 
jects, in  terms  of  rebuke  and  warning,  entreat- 
ing them  to  commune  with  their  own  hearts, 
to  offer  the  sacrifice  of  righteousness,  and  to  put 
their  trust  in  the  Lord.  In  every  circumstance 
of  human  life,  this  self-communion  is  an  exer- 
cise of  the  most  salutary  nature ;  it  tends  to 
restrain  us  from  vice,  to  cherish  the  seeds  of 
virtue,  to  lead  us  to  consider  how  far  the  tenor 
of  our  lives  is  in  conformity  with  God's  law, 
to  make  us  "  stand  in  awe  and  sin  not."  Happy, 
thrice  happy  that  Christian  who  lays  himself 


PSALMS  III.  IV. 


down  to  rest  full  of  the  joys  of  a  good  con- 
science and  of  faith  unfeigned,  and  is  thus  pre- 
pared to  resign  himself  to  his  Maker's  care, 
whether  in  life  or  in  death,  whether  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  arising  from  his  bed  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  or  from  his  grave  in  the  still  more 
glorious  morning  of  the  last  day. 


PSALM  iir. 

1.  Lord,  how  are  they  increased  that  trouble  me; 
many  are  they  that  rise  against  me. 

2.  Many  one  there  be  that  say  of  my  soul,  There 
is  no  help  for  hmi  in  his  God. 

3.  But  thou,  O  Lord,  art  my  defender,  thou  art 
my  worship,  and  the  lifter  up  of  my  head.' 

4.  I  did  call  upon  the  Lord  with  my  voice,  and 
he  heard  me  out  of  his  holy  hill. 

5.  I  laid  me  down  and  slept,  and  rose  up  again, 
for  the  Lord  sustained  me. 

6.  I  will  not  be  afraid  for  ten  thousands  of  the 
people  that  have  set  themselves  against  me  round 
about. 

7.  Up,  Lord,  and  help  me,  O  my  God ;  for  thou 
smitest  all  mine  enemies  upon  the  cheek  bone,  thou 
hast  broken  the  teeth  of  the  ungodly." 

8.  Salvation  belongeth  unto  the  Lord,  and  thy 
blessing  is  upon  thy  people.^ 

f  Thou  makest   me    to  be  honoured         ^^'  Observe,  that  petitions  for  lielp  are 
and  respected.  intermixed   with   expressions    of    perfect 

**^  This  comparison  is  d^a^^Tl  from  fierce     reliance  on  Ood's  protection, 
animals,  whose  power  of  injury  is  in  their 
jaws  and  teeth. 


10  THIRD  DAY. 


PSALM  IV. 

1 .  Hear  me  when  I  call,  O  God  of  my  righteous- 
ness:' thou  hast  set  me  at  liberty  when  I  was  in 
trouble ;  have  mercy  upon  me,  and  hearken  unto  my 
prayer. 

2.  O  ye  sons  of  men !  how  long  will  ye  blaspheme 
mine  honour,^  and  have  such  pleasure  in  vanity,  and 
seek  after  leasing. 

3.  But  know,  that  the  Lord  hath  set  apart  him 
that  is  godly  for  himself:  the  Lord  will  hear  when 
I  call  unto  him. 

4.  Stand  in  awe,  and  sin  not ;  commune  with  your 
own  heart,  and  in  your  chamber,  and  be  still. 

5.  Offer  the  sacrifice  of  righteousness,  and  put 
your  trust  in  the  Lord. 

6.  There  be  many  that  say,  Who  will  shew  us 
any  good  ? 

7.  Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance 
upon  us. 

8.  Thou  hast  put  gladness  in  my  heart,  more  than 
in  the  time  that  their  corn  and  wine  increase.^ 

9.  I  will  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  take  my 
rest ;  for  it  is  thou,  Lord,  only  that  makest  me  dwell 
in  safety. 

iL^t  no  pratn 

O  God,  who  art  the  author  of  all  righteous- 
ness, from  whom  all  grace,  and  safety,  and  glory 
do  proceed,  mercifully  look  upon  our  infirmities, 

'"  0  God,  the  defender  of  my  rigliteou3  '''  The  meaning  is,  "  Thou  hast  put 

cause.  more  gladness  into  my  heart  than  arose 

^"^  Will  ye  speak  evil  of  that  which  is  in  theirs  upon   the   increase   of  worldly 

my  honour  and  glory  ? — "  Leasing"  means  prosperity." 
falsehood. 
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and  for  the  glory  of  thy  name,  turn  from  us  all 
those  evils  that  we  most  righteously  have  de- 
served, and  grant  that  in  all  our  troubles  we 
may  put  our  whole  trust  and  confidence  in  thy 
mercy,  and  evermore  serve  thee  in  holiness  and 
pureness  of  living  to  thy  honour  and  gloiy. 
Grant  that  we  may  not  place  our  desires  and 
hopes  upon  the  perishing  and  unsatisfying  things 
of  this  world,  but  upon  those  everlasting  joys 
which  are  at  thy  right  hand  for  evermore. 
Make  us  to  have  a  lively  sense  of  the  blessings 
of  a  pure  conscience,  so  that  when  we  nightly 
lay  us  down  to  take  our  rest,  we  may  commit 
ourselves  into  thy  hands  with  a  perfect,  though 
humble,  trust  and  assurance  of  thy  gracious 
protection  of  us  in  this  life,  and  of  thy  mercy 
towards  us  in  the  life  to  come,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour.     Amen. 


January.     ^ 
May.  V 

September,  j 


PSALM  V. 


^dmontttom 

This  Psalm  was  written  at  a  time  when  David 
was  persecuted  by  his  political  enemies.  It 
must  always  be  recollected,  that  it  was  God 
who  appointed  David  to  be  king  over  Israel, 
and  that  those  who  opposed  David,  did,  in  fact. 


12  FOURTH  DAY. 


oppose  themselves  to  the  divhie  will.  David's 
enemies,  therefore,  were  God's  enemies,  and 
as  such,  he  prophesies  their  faikire  and  their 
punishment.  We  are  not  to  understand  David 
as  praying  for  their  punishment,  but  as  declaring 
it  prophetically.  We  should,  therefore,  consider 
the  11th  verse  as  if  written  thus,  "  Thou  xiilt 
cast  them  out ;"  "  Thou  lailt  destroy  them,  O 
God;"  "  Thou  tc'/ZHet  them  fall."  The  depravity 
of  mankind,  Jews  as  well  as  Gentiles,  is  strongly 
pictured  in  the  9th  and  10th  verses.  St  Paul 
quotes  these  words  in  his  epistle  to  the  Romans, 
when  describing  the  natural  depravity  of  the 
heart  of  man,  previous  to  the  Gospel  dispensa- 
tion. Under  this  dispensation,  we  are  assured 
of  the  grace  of  God  to  enable  us  to  subdue 
this  depravity,  and  to  become  new  creatures  in 
Christ,  if  we  earnestly  pray  for  divine  help.  Let 
us  direct  our  attention  to  the  beginning  and 
ending  of  this  Psalm  ;  and  pray  with  sincerity 
and  fervour,  in  the  humble  hope  that  our 
prayers  will  ascend  to  the  throne  of  grace,  as 
an  acceptable  service  to  the  Author  of  all  good. 

1 .  Ponder  my  words,  O  Lord ;  consider  my  medi- 
tation. 

2.  O  hearken  thou  unto  tlie  voice  of  my  caUing, 
my  King  and  my  God  ;  for  unto  thee  will  I  make 
my  prayer. 

3.  My  voice  shall  thou  hear  betimes,  O  Lord ; 
early  in  the  morning  will  I  direct  my  prayer  unto 
thee,  and  will  look  up. 
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4.  For  thou  art  the  God  that  hast  no  pleasure  in 
wickedness  ;  neither  shall  any  evil'  dwell  with  thee. 

5.  Such  as  he  foolish  shall  not  stand  in  thy  sight ; 
for  thou  hatest  all  them  that  work  vanity.^ 

6.  Thou  shalt  destroy  them  that  speak  leasing  ;^ 
the  Lord  will  abhor  both  the  blood-thirsty  and 
deceitful  man. 

7.  But  as  for  me,  I  will  come  into  thy  house  in 
the  multitude  of  thy  mercy  ;  and  in  thy  fear  will  I 
worship  toward  thy  holy  temple. 

8.  Lead  me,  O  Lord,  in  thy  righteousness,  because 
of  mine  enemies  ;  make  thy  way  plain  before  my 
face. 

9.  and  10.  For  there  is  no  faithfulness  in  their 
mouth  :  their  inward  parts  are  very  wickedness  : 
their  throat  is  an  open  sepulchre  ;  they  flatter  with 
their  tongue. 

1 1 .  Destroy  thou  them,  O  God ;  let  them  perish 
through  their  own  imaginations  ;  cast  them  out  in  the 
multitude  of  their  ungodliness,  for  they  have  rebelled 
against  thee. 

12.  And  let  all  them  that  put  their  trust  in  thee 
rejoice  :  they  shall  ever  be  giving  of  thanks,  because 
thou  defendest  them  :  they  that  love  thy  name  shall 
be  joyful  in  thee. 

13.  For  thou.  Lord,  wilt  give  thy  blessing  unto  the 
righteous  ;  and  with  thy  favourable  kindness  wilt 
thou  defend  him,  as  with  a  shield. 


''^  Any  evil  person, 

'*'  Vanitv  or  wickedness. 


'''  Leasing  or  falsehood. 


14  FOURTH  DAY. 


art  U6  vvav* 

O  most  holy  Lord  God,  who  canst  take  no 
pleasure  in  wickedness,  neither  sufFerest  evil  to 
enter  into  thy  presence  ;  thou  art  always  more 
ready  to  hear,  than  we  to  pray,  and  art  wont  to 
give  more  than  either  we  desire  or  deserve. 
Keep  us,  we  beseech  thee,  vmder  the  protection 
of  thy  good  providence,  and  make  us  to  have 
such  a  perpetual  fear  and  love  of  thy  holy  name 
as  may  defend  us  from  the  temptations  of  the 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil.  Make  us  thank- 
ful for  thy  great  mercy  towards  us  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  for  the  blessing  we  enjoy  in  the 
possession  of  thy  holy  word  :  sanctify  to  us  this 
treasure,  and  grant  that  we  may  hear,  read, 
mark,  learn,  and  so  inwardly  digest  it,  that  we 
may  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteousness,  and 
have  such  comfortable  assurance  of  our  heavenlv 

ft/ 

calling,  that  when  it  shall  please  thee  to  take 
us  hence,  we  may  be  enabled  to  look  forward 
without  dismay  to  that  great  account  we  must 
one  day  render  ;  and  may  finally  be  made  par- 
takers of  everlasting  glory  in  the  life  to  come. 
Through  the  merits  and  for  the  sake  of  our 
blessed  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.    Amen. 


January.     ^         ,iFiftf)  Bay, 

May.  V 

September.  S         PSALM  VI. 


^Dmotutiotu 

This  Psalm,  though  it  stands  among  the  first 
in  the  book,  was  written  towards  the  close  of 
David's  life,  at  a  period  of  bodily  sickness, 
augmented  by  the  malicious  joy  which  it 
afforded  to  his  enemies.  David's  sickness  of 
body  appears  to  have  been  accompanied  by 
sincere  contrition  of  soul,  for  the  sins  he  had 
committed,  and  herein  this  Psalm  becomes 
instructive  to  every  Christian.  It  is  good  for 
us  all  to  be  in  trouble,  that  we  may  call  our 
own  ways  to  remembrance.  Let  us  not,  then,  be 
Aveary  of  the  chastisements  of  the  Lord,  when 
he  is  pleased  to  send  them  upon  us  ;  let  us  only 
pray  that  they  be  not  sent  upon  us  in  displeasure. 
Let  us  be  assured,  that  continual  prosperity  is 
not  good  for  any  man  ;  that  as  God's  children, 
we  need  reproof  and  correction  ;  and  if  we  take 
them  patiently,  if  they  bring  forth  contrition 
and  repentance,  then  will  faith  speak  comfort- 
able words  to  our  souls,  will  point  to  the  cross 
of  Christ,  and,  assuring  us  of  the  pardon  of  our 
sins,  will  elevate  us  in  heart  and  mind,  to  those 
realms  of  everlasting  light,  where  sin,  where 
sickness,  and  where  sorrow  shall  be  no  more. 


16  FIFTH  DAY. 


1.  O  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thine  indignation, 
neither  chasten  me  in  thy  displeasure.' 

2.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord,  for  I  am  weak. 

0  Lord,  heal  me,  for  my  bones  are  vexed. 

3.  My  soul  also  is  sore  troubled ;  but.  Lord,  how 
long  wilt  thou  punish  me  ? 

4.  Turn  thee,  O  Lord,  and  deliver  my  soul ;  O 
save  me  for  thy  mercies'  sake. 

5.  For  in  death  no  man  remembereth  thee,  and 
who  will  give  thee  thanks  in  the  pit. 

6.  I  am  weary  of  my  groaning,  every  night  wash 

1  my  bed,  and  water  my  couch  with  my  tears. ^ 

7.  My  beauty  is  gone  for  very  trouble,  and  worn 
away  because  of  all  mine  enemies. 

8.  Depart  from  me,  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity,  for 
the  Lord  hath  heard  the  voice  of  my  weeping. 

9.  The  Lord  hath  heard  my  petition  ;  the  Lord 
will  receive  my  prayer. 

10.  All  mine  enemies  shall  be  confounded  and 
sore  vexed  :  they  shall  be  turned  back  and  put  to 
shame  suddenly. 

O  most  merciful  God,  who  chastenest  us 
when  we  need  correction,  but  whose  property 
is  always  to  have  mercy  and  to  forgive,  behold 
with  the  eyes  of  thy  pity  and  compassion,  the 


t'^  Ungodly  men   of  every  description  to  mourn  for  sin  with  brokcnness  of  lieart, 

have  always  more  noticed  David's  sins,  distinguish    the    believer   from    all    other 

than  his  mourning  for  them.     Great  ten-  men. 

deniess  of  conscience,  and  a  disposition  '*'  Tears  of  repentance. 
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state  of  thine  humble  servants  ;  when  brought . 
low  by  sickness  of  body,  they  are  also  made 
most  miserable  by  reason  of  sin.  Hear  the 
voice  of  our  weeping,  pity  our  groaning ; 
strengthen  us,  for  we  are  weak,  and  deliver  our 
souls ;  that  being  saved  from  the  bottomless 
pit,  we  may  evermore  give  thanks  unto  thy 
holy  name.  O  turn  from  the  severity  of  thy 
displeasure,  and  visit  us  at  such  seasons  with 
an  assurance  of  thy  mercy  and  salvation.  Give 
us  great  sorrow  and  contrition  for  all  our  sins, 
and  in  all  our  adversities  let  thy  comfort  sus- 
tain us  ;  and  this  we  humbly  beg  for  the  sake 
and  through  the  merits  of  him  upon  whom  has 
been  laid  the  burden  of  our  sins,  whose  soul 
was  thereby  rendered  exceeding  sorrowful  even 
unto  death,  Jesus  Christ,  oin*  blessed  Lord  and 
Saviour.     Amen. 


January.      ^      S>iXtl)  3iai?. 
May. 


,.} 


September.  )      PSALM  VII. 


Ilinnonitton. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  any  particular 
occasion  of  this  Psalm  in  the  life  of  David. 
The  real  subject  seems  to  be  the  Messiah's 
appeal  to  God  against  the  false  accusations  of 
his  enemies.    The  predictions  which  it  contains 


18  SIXTH  DAY. 


of  the  final  conversion  of  the  whole  world,  and 
of  the  future  judgment,  are  clear  and  explicit. 
We  are  here  taught  that  the  wickedness  of  the 
ungodly  shall  come  to  an  end ;  that  although 
God  bears  with  them  for  a  time,  yet  if  they  go 
on  in  their  wickedness,  he  prepares  for  them 
the  punishments  they  deserve,  and  often  makes 
them  the  instruments  of  their  own  ruin.  The 
Psalm  may  be  divided  into  parts,  wherein 
different  subjects  are  taken  up  in  different 
styles  of  composition. 

PART  FIEST. 

1 .  O  Lord  my  God,  in  thee  have  I  put  my  trust : 
Save  me  from  all  them  that  persecute  me,  and 
deliver  me ; 

2.  Lest  he  devour  my  soul  like  a  lion,  and  tear 
it  in  pieces,  while  there  is  none  to  help. 

3.  O  Lord  my  God,  if  I  have  done  any  such 
thing ;  or  if  there  be  any  wickedness  in  my  hands  ; 

4.  If  I  have  rewarded  evil  unto  him  that  dealt 
friendly  with  me  ;  (yea,  I  have  delivered  him  that 
without  any  cause  is  mine  enemy  ;) 

5.  Then  let  mine  enemy  j^ersecute  my  soul,  and 
take  me  ;  yea  let  him  tread  my  life  down  upon  the 
earth,  and  lay  mine  honour  in  the  dust. 

PART    SECOND. 

6.  Stand  up,  O  Lord,  in  thy  wrath,  and  lift  up 
thyself,  because  of  the  indignation  of  mine  enemies  ; 
arise  up  for  me  in  the  judgment  that  thou  hast 
commanded. 
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7.  And  so  shall  the  congregation  of  the  people 
come  about  thee ;  for  their  sakes,  therefore,  lift  up 
thyself  again. 

8.  The  Lord  shall  judge  the  people :  give  sen- 
tence with  me,  O  Lord,  according  to  my  righteous- 
ness, and  according  to  the  innocency  that  is  in  me." 

9.  O  let  the  wickedness  of  the  ungodly  come  to 
an  end  ;  but  guide  thou  the  just. 

10.  For  the  righteous  God  trieth  the  very  hearts 
and  reins.^ 

PART   THIRD. 

1 1 .  My  help  cometh  of  God,  who  preserveth  them 
that  are  true  of  heart. 

12.  God  is  a  righteous  judge,  strong  and  patient; 
and  God  is  provoked  every  day. 

13.  14.  If  a  man  will  not  turn,  he  will  whet  his 
sword ;  he  hath  bent  his  bow,  and  made  it  ready. 
He  hath  prepared  for  him  the  instruments  of  death  ; 
he  ordaineth  his  arrows  against  the  j^ersecutors. 

15.  Behold  he  [the  ungodly  man]  travaileth  with 
mischief;  he  hath  conceived  sorrow,  and  brought 
forth  ungodliness. 

16.  He  hath  graven  and  digged  up  a  pit,  and  is 
fallen  himself  into  the  destruction  that  he  made  for 
other. 

17.  For  his  travail  shall  come  upon  his  own  head, 
and  his  wickedness  shall  fall  on  his  own  pate. 

18.  I  will  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  according 
to  his  righteousness  ;  and  I  will  praise  the  name  of 
the  Lord  most  High. 

(1)  \ye  can  only  pronounce  these  words,       <"  The  most  secret  desires  and  thoughts, 
with  reference  to  Christ's  righteousness. 
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O  God,  who  knowest  us  to  be  set  in  the 
midst  of  so  many  and  great  dangers,  that  by 
reason  of  the  frailty  of  our  nature  we  cannot 
always  stand  upright,  grant  to  us  such  strength 
and  protection  as  may  support  us  in  all  dangers, 
and  carry  us  through  all  temptations,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  who,  of  thy 
tender  love  towards  mankind,  has  sent  thy  Son, 
our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  to  take  upon  him  our 
flesh,  and  to  sufi'er  death  upon  the  cross,  that 
all  mankind  should  follow  the  example  of  his 
great  humility  ;  mercifully  grant  that  we  may 
both  follow  the  example  of  his  patience,  and 
also  be  made  partakers  of  his  resurrection, 
through  the  same  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


January.     ^    ^rbetttl)  3iap. 

May.  V 

September.  S      PSALM  VIII. 


^timoiutton. 


This  Psalm  was  meant  as  an  act  of  praise  to 
God,  for  his  great  goodness  to  man  in  the 
works  both  of  creation  and   redemption.     Its 
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direct  reference  to  the  Messiah  is  proved  by 
the  words  of  our  Saviour  to  the  chief  priests 
and  scribes,  in  the  temple  :  "  Yea ;  have  ye 
never  read,  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and 
sucklings,  thou  hast  perfected  praise?"  And 
again,  in  the  2d  chapter  of  the  Hebrews,  where 
the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  verses  of  this  Psalm  are 
quoted.  AVlien  composing  it,  David  must  have 
had  in  view  the  starry  heavens.  He  is  struck 
with  the  awful  magnificence  of  the  firmament, 
and  then,  turning  his  thoughts  to  man  in  his 
fallen  nature,  he  exclaims,  "  Lord,  what  is  man, 
that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  or  the  son  of 
man,  that  thou  visitest  him  ?"  that  thou  shouldst 
send  thine  Anointed  to  take  our  nature,  and  to 
bring  salvation  to  us,  thereby  exalting  us  once 
more  to  the  dignity  of  being  thy  children,  and 
holding  out  to  us  the  prospect  of  still  farther 
exaltation  to  thy  kingdom  in  heaven. 

Whether,  then,  we  consider  the  dominion 
that  is  given  us  over  the  beasts  of  the  field,  the 
fowls  of  the  air,  or  the  fishes  of  the  sea,  for  our 
temporal  sustenance  ;  or  whether  we  consider 
the  fellowship  hereafter  with  angels,  and  with 
God  himself,  to  which  we  are  mercifully  called 
through  Jesus  Christ,  let  us  join  heart  and 
mind  in  exclaiming,  "  O  Lord,  our  Governor  ! 
how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the  world  !" 
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1 .  O  Lord  our  Governor,  how  excellent  is  thy  name 
in  all  the  world  :  thou,  that  hast  set  thy  glory  above 
the  heavens  ! 

2.  Out  of  the  mouth  of  very  babes  and  sucklings 
hast  thou  ordained  strength,  because  of  thine  enemies, 
that  thou  mightest  still  the  enemy  and  the  avenger.' 

3.  When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  work  of 
thy  fingers,  the  moon  and  the  stars  which  thou  hast 
ordained : 

4.  What  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him ; 
and  the  Son  of  man  that  thou  visitest  him  ? 

5.  Thou  madest  him  lower  than  the  angels,  to 
crown  him  with  glory  and  worship.'^ 

6.  Thou  makest  him  to  have  dominion  of  the 
works  of  thy  hands  ;  and  thou  hast  put  all  things 
in  subjection  under  his  feet.^ 

7.  and  8.  All  sheep  and  oxen,  yea,  and  the  beasts 
of  the  field ;  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  the  fishes  of 
the  sea  ;  and  whatsoever  walketh  through  the  paths 
of  the  seas. 

9.  O  Lord  our  Governor,  how  excellent  is  thy 
name  in  all  the  world ! 

art  tift  pratn 

O  Lord  God,  Father  of  men  and  angels, 
Creator  of  the  world,  who  hast  made  all  things 
in  a  wonderful  order,  and  hast  appointed  them 
all  to  minister  for  good  to  mankind  ;  give  us 

'■'  The  praises   of  Messiah,  celebrated  '"■  This  relates  to  Christ, 

in  tlie   Churcli  by  his  children,  have  in  '**  It  is  here  signified,  that  what  the 

them  a  strength  and  power  which  nothing  first  Adam  lost  by  transgression,  the  se- 

can  withstand.  cond  Adam  regained  by  obedience. 
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great  and  awful  apprehensions  of  thy  glory  and 
immensity,  thy  majesty  and  mercy,  that  we 
may  adore  thee  as  our  Creator,  love  thee  as 
our  Redeemer,  and  obey  thee  as  our  Governor. 
And  since  thou  hast  shewed  thy  mercy  in 
'  visiting  and  redeeming  us,  grant  that  we  may 
never  be  unmindful  of  this  thine  inestimable 
love,  nor  cease  to  praise  thee  for  the  means  of 
grace  and  hopes  of  glory  thus  vouchsafed  to  vis. 
Suffer  us  not,  we  beseech  thee,  to  abuse  thy 
creatures,  over  whom  thou  hast  given  us  power ; 
but  give  us  grace  to  use  them  with  such  tem- 
perance, that  thy  name  may  be  still  more 
magnified,  and  thy  providence  more  declared. 
Make  us,  we  beseech  thee,  to  have  a  perpetual 
fear  and  love  of  thy  holy  name  ;  and  grant  that 
we  may  so  pass  through  things  temporal,  that 
we  finally  lose  not  the  things  eternal,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.      Amen. 


January.     ^     iSigfjtt)  23aK» 
May.  V 

September.  J        PSALM  IX. 


^timonttton. 

We  know  from  history  the  ascendency  which 
has  been  gained  by  idolatrous  nations, — ^by 
the  Assyrian,  the  Babylonian,  and  the  Roman 
empires  ;  but  where  now  is  Nineveh  or  Babylon, 
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or  where  the  glories  of  ancient  Rome  ?  The 
memorial  of  the  two  first  has  been  utterly  smik, 
and  but  little  remains  of  the  latter  ;  and  that 
little  serving  as  a  contrast  between  her  ancient 
and  her  modern  state.  We  know  that  the 
powers  of  darkness  are  permitted  to  have  their 
hour  :  then  it  is  that  men  are  tried — that  faith 
is  tried — that  confidence  in  Almighty  God  is 
put  to  the  proof.  We  know  that  the  voices  of 
them  who  cried  out,  "  Crucify  him,  crucify 
him,"  prevailed ;  we  know  that  the  Christian 
Church  has  in  various  ages  endured  the  severest 
persecution  ;  and  do  we  not  know,  by  the  signs 
of  the  times,  and  the  extent  of  vice  which  we 
behold,  that  Satan  still  goeth  to  and  fro  upon 
the  earth  ?  But  the  Lord  has  never  failed,  and 
will  never  fail  those  that  seek  him  :  the  gates 
of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  his  Church  :  the 
patient  abiding  of  the  meek  shall  not  be  dis- 
appointed of  its  hope  :  and  although  vice  and 
infidelity  should  for  a  time  appear  triumphant, 
yet  ultimately  the  ungodly  will  be  trapped  in 
the  work  of  his  own  hands  ;  and  tlie  wicked, 
and  those  that  forget  God,  shall  be  turned  into 
the  pit  of  everlasting  destruction. 

1.  I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  with 
my  whole  heart :  I  will  speak  of  all  thy  marvellous 
works.' 

2.  I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thee  ;  yea,  my  songs 
will  I  make  of  thy  Name,  O  thou  most  Highest. 

'"   The  Psalmist  speaks  in  the  person  of  the  Christian  Church. 


PSALM  IX.  25 


3.  While  mine  enemies  are  driven  back,  they 
shall  fall,  and  perish  at  thy  presence. 

4.  For  thou  hast  maintained  my  right  and  my 
cause  :  thou  art  set  in  the  throne  that  judgest  right. 

5.  Thou  hast  rebuked  the  heathen,  and  destroyed 
the  ungodly  :  thou  hast  put  out  their  name  for  ever 
and  ever. 

6.  O  thou  enemy,  destructions'  are  come  to  a 
perpetual  end ;  even  as  the  cities  which  thou  hast 
destroyed,  their  memorial  is  perished  w^ith  them. 

7.  But  the  Lord  shall  endure  for  ever :  he  hath 
also  prepared  his  seat  for  judgment. 

8.  For  he  shall  judge  the  world  in  righteousness, 
and  minister  true  judgment  unto  the  people. 

9.  The  Lord  also  will  be  a  defence  for  the 
oppressed,  even  a  refuge  in  due  time  of  trouble. 

10.  And  they  that  know  thy  name^  will  put  their 
trust  in  thee  ;  for  thou,  Lord,  hast  never  failed  them 
that  seek  thee. 

11.  O  praise  the  Lord  which  dwelleth  in  Sion  : 
shew  the  people  of  his  doings. 

12.  For  when  he  maketh  inquisition  for  blood,'' 
he  remembereth  them,  and  forgetteth  not  the  com- 
plaint of  the  poor.* 

13.  •'Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord ;  consider  the 
trouble  which  I  suffer  of  them  that  hate  me,  thou 
that  liftest  me  up  from  the  gates  of  death, 

14.  'That  I  may  shew  all  thy  praises  v/ithin  the 


^'*  Or  desolations  have  consumed  the  *^^  The  poor  or  humble  in  spirit. 

enemy  for  ever.  ^^*  The  Church  here  spcalvs  as  militant 

f  To  know  God's  name,  is  to  know  on  earth. 

his  mercy,  wisdom,  and  power.  ''>  The  first  part  of  this  verse  seems 

">  When  he  taketh  account  of  the  blood  connected  with  the  preceding  verse, 
of  his  servants. 
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ports  of  the  daughter  of  Sion  ;  I  will  rejoice  in  thy 
salvation. 

15.  The  heathen  are  sunk  down  in  the  pit  that 
they  made :  in  the  same  net  which  they  hid  privily 
is  their  foot  taken.® 

16.  The  Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  which 
he  executeth  :  the  ungodly  is  trapped  in  the  work 
of  his  own  hands. 

17.  The  wicked  shall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all 
the  people  that  forget  God. 

18.  For  the  poor  shall  not  alway  be  forgotten  ;  the 
patient  abiding  of  the  meek  shall  not  perish  for 
ever. 

1 9.  Up,  Lord,  and  let  not  man  have  the  upper 
hand  ;  let  the  heathen  be  judged  in  thy  sight. 

20.  Put  them  in  fear,  O  Lord,  that  the  heathen 
may  know  themselves  to  be  but  men.' 


net  110  pva}). 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  who  hast 
revealed  thy  glory  to  mankind  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  keep,  we  beseech  thee,  thy 
household  the  Church  in  continual  godliness  ; 
and  grant  that  all  they  that  do  confess  thy  holy 
name,  may  agree  in  the  truth  of  thy  holy  word, 
and  live  in  unity  and  godly  love.  Give  grace, 
O  heavenly  Father,  to  all  bishops  and  curates, 
that  they  may,  both  by  their  life  and  doctrine, 
set  forth  thy  true  and  lively  word,  and  rightly 


'*>  Faith  beholds  as  if  already  executed,        '■''>  But  weak  and  helpless  mortals, 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God. 


PSALM  IX.  27 


and  duly  administer  thy  holy  sacraments  ;  and 
to  all  thy  people  give  thy  heavenly  grace,  and 
especially  to  us  thy  servants  here  assembled, 
that,  with  meek  heart  and  due  reverence,  we 
may  hear  and  receive  thy  holy  word,  truly 
serving  thee  in  holiness  and  righteousness  all 
the  days  of  our  life.  Lord,  we  beseech  thee, 
let  thy  Spirit  confirm  all  them  that  are  strong 
in  the  faith,  and  comfort,  and  succour,  and 
strengthen  all  them  that  are  weak-hearted. 
Beat  down  Satan  under  our  feet,  and  let  not  sin 
have  dominion  over  us,  that  we  may  rejoice  in 
thy  salvation,  and  be  made  heirs  of  thy  ever- 
lasting kingdom,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our 
Lord.     Amen. 


January.     ^       Xitltt)   3ia|?. 
May. 


] 


September.  )        PSALM  X. 


Eiiinoittttom 

This  psalm  is  supposed  to  have  been  indited 
during  the  captivity  in  Babylon,  whilst  the 
people  of  God  were  suffering  cruel  persecution 
from  an  atheistical  foe,  in  whom  we  see  the 
workings  of  a  haughty  spirit,  of  a  reprobate 
mind,  of  an  impure  heart,  seeking  confidently 
its  own  ends,  regardless  of  God's  judgments, 
and  using  both  force  and  deceit  as  means  of 
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oppression.  Let  us  take  warning  by  this  view 
of  the  depravity  of  man's  unregenerated  nature, 
that  we  may  apply  with  fervour  for  the  assistance 
of  God's  Holy  Spirit  to  enable  us  to  subdue  it, 
and  to  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance. 
Though  it  might  seem  at  times  as  if  the  Lord 
stood  afar  off  in  seasons  of  affliction,  yet  faith 
assures  us  that  in  reality  he  is  ever  nigh  unto 
them  that  are  of  an  humble  spirit ;  that  he  hears 
their  prayers,  and  will,  in  his  own  good  time, 
deliver  them  from  all  their  troubles.  The  Lord 
is  King  for  ever  and  ever. 


1 .  Why  standest  thou  afar  off,  O  Lord ;  why 
hidest  thou  thyself  in  thities  of  trouble? 

2.  The  wicked  in  his  pride  doth  persecute  the 
poor :'  let  them  be  taken  in  the  devices  that  they 
have  imagined. 

3.  For  the  wicked  boasteth  of  his  heart's  desire, 
and  blesseth  the  covetous,  whom  the  Lord  abhorreth. 

4.  The  wicked,  through  the  pride  of  his  counte- 
nance, will  not  seek  after  God  :  God  is  not  in  all  his 
thoughts. 

5.  His  ways  are  always  grievous  ;  thy  judgments 
are  far  above  out  of  his  sight :  as  for  all  his  enemies, 
he  puffeth  at  them. 

6.  He  hath  said  in  his  heart,  I  shall  not  be  moved ; 
for  I  shall  never  be  in  adversity. 

7.  His  mouth  is  full  of  cursing,  and  deceit,  and 
fraud :  under  his  tongue  is  mischief  and  vanity. 

"'    By  the  poor  arc  meant  the  humble,  the  afflictiHl,  and  tlie  lielpless. 
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8.  He  sitteth  in  the  lurking-places  of  the  villages  : 
in  the  secret  places  doth  he  murder  the  innocent :  his 
eyes  are  privily  set  against  the  poor. 

9.  He  lieth  in  wait  secretly  as  a  lion  in  his  den  : 
he  lieth  in  wait  to  catch  the  poor  :  he  doth  catch  the 
poor  when  he  draweth  him  into  his  net. 

10.  He  croucheth  and  humbleth  himself,  that  the 
poor  may  fall  by  his  strong  ones. 

1 1 .  He  hath  said  in  his  heart,  God  hath  forgotten  ; 
he  hideth  his  face  ;  he  will  never  see  it. 

1 2.  Arise,  O  Lord  !  O  God,  lift  up  thine  hand  : 
forget  not  the  humble. 

13.  AVherefore  doth  the  wicked  contemn  God? 
he  hath  said  in  his  heart,  Thou  wilt  not  require  it. 

14.  Thou  hast  seen  it,  for  thou  beholdest  mischief 
and  spite,  to  requite  it  with  thy  hand :  the  poor  com- 
mitteth  himself  unto  thee  :  thou  art  the  helper  of  the 
fatherless. 

15.  Break  thou  the  arm  of  the  wicked  and  the 
evil  man ;  seek  out  his  wickedness  till  thou  find 
none. 

16.  The  Lord  is  King  for  ever  and  ever:  the 
heathen  are  perished  out  of  his  land. 

17.  Lord,  thou  hast  heard  the  desire  of  the 
humble  :  thou  wilt  prepare  their  heart :  thou  wilt 
cause  thine  ear  to  hear  ; 

18.  To  judge  the  fatherless  and  the  oppressed, 
that  the  man  of  the  earth  may  no  more  oppress. 

lift  US  pvaV' 

O  most  gracious  God,  who,  in  thy  wise  pro- 
vidence, hast  allotted  to  mankind  poverty  or 
riches,  prosperity  or  afflictions,  as  trials  of  their 
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dependence  on  thee,  and  as  talents  committed 
to  their  care  ;  make  us,  we  beseech  thee,  duly 
sensible  of  the  responsibility  thou  hast  laid  us 
under,  for  the  proper  use  of  all  thy  dispensa- 
tions. Take  from  us,  O  God,  all  pride  and 
selfishness,  and  hardness  of  heart ;  subdue  in 
us  all  covetous  desires,  and  make  us  to  delight 
in  works  of  mercy  and  compassion  towards  our 
poorer  brethren.  Endue  us,  O  God,  with  libe- 
rality of  soul,  as  humble  instruments  in  thy 
hands  of  blessings  to  others  ;  and  grant  that  we 
may  not  seek  the  praise  of  men,  but  thy  praise, 
O  heavenly  Fathei',  who  livest  and  reignest  in 
the  unity  of  the  Eternal  Trinity,  one  God,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 


January.     ^        JTetttft  ©ap. 

May.  V 

September.  S     PSALMS   XL  XII.  &  XIII. 


<llrmotitttom 

David  cries  unto  the  Lord  for  help  at  a  time 
when  men,  faithful  to  their  God  and  their  king, 
are  oppressed  by  the  ascendency  of  proud  and 
deceitful  persons.  He  expresses  his  confidence 
that  the  God  of  mercy  and  truth,  with  whom  is 
no  variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning,  will 
arise,  and  will  comfort  and  assist  the  afflicted  ; 
that  he  will  preserve  them  from  the  evil  of  those 
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days,  when  wicked  men  being  in  power,  virtue 
]  is  put  to  rebuke.  And  as  it  is  said  that  he  will 
preserve  them  for  ever,  so  we  may  trust,  that 
after  they  have  escaped  the  pollutions  of  this 
world,  he  will  conduct  them  safe  to  the  man- 
sions of  eternal  purity,  where  the  Lord  God 
omnipotent  reigneth.  The  13th,  and  many 
other  psalms,  with  a  mournful  beginning,  have 
a  triumphant  ending,  to  shew  us  the  prevailing 
power  of  devotion,  and  to  convince  us  that 
prayer  brings  with  it  the  comforts  of  heaven, 
and  revives  our  weary  spirits  in  the  gloomy 
seasons  of  sorrow  and  temptation. 

Note. — The  11  th  and  13th  Psalms,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  12th,  are 
copied  from  the  Bible. 

PSALM  XI. 

1 .  In  the  Lord  put  I  my  trust ;  how  say  ye  to  my 
soul,  Flee  as  a  bird  to  your  mountain.' 

2.  For,  lo  !  the  wicked  bend  their  bow  :  they 
make  ready  their  arrow  upon  the  string,  that  they 
may  privily  shoot  at  the  upright  in  heart.^ 

3.  If  the  foundations  be  destroyed,  what  can  the 
righteous  do?' 

4.  *The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple  :  the  Lord's 
throne  is  in  heaven.  His  eyes  behold,  his  eyelids 
try  the  children  of  men. 


*'>  This  is  a  taunting  expression,  as  if         ''>  Meaning  the  foundations  of  religion 

it  were  said, — As   hills   cannot   shelter  and  law. 

birds,  so  neither  can  help  be  found  on         W)  -piie    Psalmist   here   replies   to  his 

your  mountains.  advisers. 

<*'  These  are  still  the  words  of  David's 
advisers. 
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•    5.  The  Lord  trieth  the  righteous  ;  but  the  wicked, 
and  him  that  loveth  violence,  his  soul  hateth. 

6.  Upon  the  wicked  he  shall  rain  snares,  fire,  and 
brimstone,  and  an  horrible  tempest :  this  shall  be  the 
portion  of  their  cup.' 

7.  For  the  righteous  Lord  loveth  righteousness  : 
his  countenance  doth  behold  the  upright. 


PSALM  XII. 

.  1.  Help  me,  Lord,  for  there  is  not  one  godly  man 
left ;  for  the  faithful  are  minished  from  among  the 
children  of  men. 

2.  They  talk  of  vanity  every  one  with  his  neigh- 
bour :  they  do  but  flatter  with  their  lips,  and 
dissemble  in  their  double  heart.' 

3.  ^  The  Lord  shall  root  out  all  deceitful  lips ;  and 
the  tongue  that  speaketh  proud  things, 

4.  Which  have  said,  With  our  tongue  will  we 
prevail ;  we  are  they  that  ought  to  speak ;  who  is 
Lord  over  us  ? 

5.  ^  Now  for  the  comfortless  troubles'  sake  of  the 
needy,  and  because  of  the  deep  sighing  of  the  poor  ; 

6.  I  will  up,  saith  the  Lord,  and  will  help  every 
one  from  him  that  swelleth  against  him,  and  will 
set  him  at  rest. 

7.  The  words  of  the  Lord  are  pure  words ;  as  silver 
tried  in  a  furnace  of  earth,  purified  seven  times."* 


^''  The  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  with  each  other.    The  tongue  of  infidelity 

are  set  forth  for  an  example.  speaketh  proud  things. 

^''  When  men  cease  to  be  faithful  to         ^^^  Jehovah  is  here  introduced  comfort- 

thcir  God,  who  can  expect  to  find  them  ing  those  who  are  oppressed, 
faithful  to  each  other  ?  '*'  Free  from  the  dross  of  deceit  and 

">  The  3d  and  4th  verses  are  connected  insinccritv. 
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K  Thou  shalt  keep  theni,^  0  Lord;  thou  shall 
preserve  them  from  this  generation  for  ever. 

9.  The  wicked  walk  on  every  side,  when  the 
vilest  men  are  exalted. 

PSALM  XIII. 

1 .  '  How  long  wilt  thou  forget  me,  O  Lord  ?  for 
■ever  ?  how  long  wilt  thou  hide  thy  face  from  me  ? 

2.  How  long  shall  I  take  counsel^  in  my  soul, 
having  sorrow  in  my  heart  daily  ?  how  long  shall 
mine  enemy  be  exalted  over  me  ? 

3.  Consider  and  hear  me,  O  Lord,  my  God ; 
lighten  mine  eyes,  lest  I  sleep  the  sleep  of  death  ; 

4.  Lest  mine  enemy  say,  I  have  prevailed  against 
him  ;  and  those  that  trouble  me  rejoice  when  I  am 
moved. 

5.  But  I  have  trusted  in  thy  mercy ;  my  heart 
shall  rejoice  in  thy  salvation. 

6.  I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord,  because  he  hath 
dealt  bountifully  with  me. 

net  U0  pvav^ 

O  Lord,  who  art  our  hope,  and  our  refuge, 
and  the  exceeding  great  reward  of  all  who  trust 
in  thee,  have  mercy  upon  us  thy  servants,  whose 
confidence  is  in  thine  infinite  goodness  and 
loving-kindness.  Defend  us,  we  beseech  thee, 
from    all   dangers,    both   ghostly    and   bodily ; 


<*^  Thou  slialt  keep  them,  thy  words,  or  of  sorrow  and  mourning,  ends  in  joy  and 

promise :  thou  shall  preserye  thy  servants  praise,   after   expressing   trust   in    God's 

from  an  evil  generation.  mercy. 

'"'  This  Psalm,  which  begins  in  a  strain  '"   Or  be  so  perplexed. 


34  ELEVENTH   DAY. 


thou  seest  that  we  have  no  power  of  ourselves 
to  help  ourselves,  but  that  our  sufficiency  is  of 
thee  alone.  Be  present,  therefore,  O  God,  to 
succour  us,  wheresoever,  by  the  prevalence  of 
evil,  we  are  compassed  about  with  iniquity. 
Let  not  man  have  the  upper  hand,  but  stretch 
forth  the  right  hand  of  thy  majesty  to  save  and 
defend  us;  and  grant  that,  being  delivered  from 
all  adversities  here,  we  may  at  last  be  admitted 
into  the  glorious  fellowship  of  saints  and  angels, 
through  the  merits  and  for  the  sake  of  Jesus 


Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


January.     ^      iSlebettttl  39a||. 

May.  V 

September.)  PSALMS  XIV.  &  XV. 


^2»monttton. 

We  are  to  consider  the  14th  Psalm  as  expos- 
ing the  principles  and  practices  of  those  who 
oppose  the  Gospel  of  Christ :  the  sad  conse- 
quence of  defection  in  principle  is  corruption 
in  practice.  The  wicked  man,  here  called  a 
fool,  hath  said  in  his  heart  there  is  no  God : 
infidelity  is  the  beginning  of  sin  ;  folly  is  the 
foundation  of  infidelity  ;  and  the  heart  is  the 
seat  of  both  of  them. 


PSALM  XIV.  35 


Had  the  15th  Psalm  been  composed  after  the 
introduction  of  Christianity,  the  author  would 
doubtless  have  exclaimed,  "  Lord,  who  shall 
dwell  in  thy  presence,  or  who  shall  rest  in  thy 
holy  habitation  ?"  If  we  consider  the  points  of 
character  enumerated  in  the  answer  to  this 
question  as  evidences  of  a  humble,  a  pious,  and 
a  charitable  mind  —  as  evidences  of  having 
before  our  eyes  the  fear  and  the  love  of  God — 
as  evidences  of  faith  in  Christ,  and  a  hope  of 
everlasting  rewards,  ^ — then  Christians  may  con- 
sider the  Psalm  as  applying  to  themselves,  and 
may  exclaim,  whoso  doeth  these  things  shall 
never  fall :  if  he  stumble  through  weakness,  he 
shall  be  lifted  up  by  grace  ;  if  he  does  but  strive 
against  sin,  and  repents  thereof,  his  sins  and 
iniquities  shall  be  remembered  no  more. 


PSALM  XIV. 

1.  The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart,  There  is  no 
God.  They  are  corrupt ;  they  have  done  abominable 
works :  there  is  none  that  doeth  good. 

2.  The  Lord  looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the 
children  of  men,  to  see  if  there  were  any  that  did 
understand,  and  seek  God. 

3.  They  are  all  gone  aside,  they  are  altogether 
become  filthy  ;  there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no, 
not  one. 

4.  Have  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  no  knowledge  ? 
who  eat  up  my  people  as  they  eat  bread,  and  call 
not  upon  the  Lord. 


36  ELEVENTH  DAY. 


5.  There  were  they  in  great  fear :  for  God  is  in 
the  generation  of  the  righteous. 

6.  Ye  have  shamed  the  counsel  of  the  poor,*  be- 
cause the  Lord  is  his  refuge. 

7.  Oh  that  the  salvation  of  Israel  were  come  out 
of  Zion  !  When  the  Lord  bringeth  back  the  captivity 
of  his  people,  Jacob  shall  rejoice,  and  Israel  shall  be 
glad. 

PSALJH  XV. 

1.  Lord,  who  shall  dwell  in  thy  tabernacle?  or 
who  shall  rest  upon  thy  holy  hill  ? 

2.  Even  he  that  leadeth  an  uncorrupt  life,  and 
doeth  the  thing  which  is  right,  and  speaketh  the 
truth  from  his  heart. 

3.  He  that  hath  vised  no  deceit  in  his  tongue,  nor 
done  evil  to  his  neighbour ;  and  hath  not  slandered 
his  neighbour. 

4.  ^  He  that  setteth  not  by  himself,  but  is  lowly 
in  his  own  eyes  ;  and  maketh  much  of  them  that 
fear  the  Lord. 

5.  He  that  sweareth  unto  his  neighbour,  and  dis- 
appointeth  him  not,  though  it  were  to  his  own 
hinderance. 

6.  He  that  hath  not  given  his  money  upon  usury ; 
nor  taken  reward  against  the  innocent. 

7.  Whoso  doeth  these  things  shall  never  fall. 

net  U0  pta.^. 

O  Lord,  let  thy  mercy  preserve  us  in  holiness 
and  innocency  ;  or  if,  through  infirmity,  we  fall, 

'"  Scoffed  at  his  dependence  upon  God.     temned,  but  he  honoureth  them  that  fear 
^^   Bible  translation  of  the  4th  verse,     the  Lord." 
"  In  whose   eyes   a  vile  person  is  con- 
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make  us  to  rise  again  by  penitence ;  that  we 
may  lead  an  uncorrupt  life  with  humility,  and 
truth,  and  justice :  not  slandering  our  neigh- 
bour—  not  invading  his  right  —  not  breaking 
our  trust  —  not  oppressing  the  indigent  and 
necessitous,  but  doing  good  to  all,  and  especially 
making  much  of  them  that  fear  the  Lord  ;  that 
we  may  never  fall  from  thy  favour,  but,  at  the 
end  of  our  weary  pilgrimage,  may  take  our  rest 
upon  thy  holy  hill,  and  dwell  in  thy  tabernacle, 
where  thou  reignest  with  infinite  glory,  God 
eternal,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


Januauy.    ^    ©tucUtt  Bai?. 

May.  V 

September.  )        PSALM  XVI. 


^Irtnontttom 

The  whole  of  this  Psalm  is  uttered  in  the 
person  of  the  Messiah,  our  great  High  Priest. 
It  furnishes  language  in  which  the  pious  Chris- 
tian may  express  his  confidence  in  God  :  his 
gratitude  for  His  mercies,  and  for  the  hope  of 
everlasting  life  confirmed  to  him  by  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  prophecy  contained  at  the 
close  of  the  11th  verse,  that  the  human  body 
of  Christ,  the  Holy  One  of  God,  should  not  see 
corruption.     The  words,  "  For  why,"  connect 
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SO  closely  the  hope  of  the  flesh,  with  the 
certainty  that  the  soul  should  not  be  left  in 
hades — that  is,  in  a  state  of  separation  from  the 
body — that  we  may  consider  the  whole  passage, 
from  the  8th  verse  to  the  end  of  the  Psalm,  as 
a  beautiful  exposition  of  the  feelings  which  the 
believer  in  Christ  is  authorized  to  entertain, 
when  contemplating  his  removal  from  this 
world  to  a  better. 


1 .  Preserve  me,  O  God ;  for  in  thee  have  I  put 
my  trust. 

2.  O  my  soul,  thou  hast  said  unto  the  Lord,  Thou 
art  my  God,  my  goods  are  nothing  unto  thee.' 

3.  All  my  delight  is  upon  the  saints  that  are  in 
the  earth  ;  and  u^jon  such  as  excel  in  virtue. 

4.  But  they  that  run  after  another  God,  shall 
have  great  trouble. 

5.  Their  drink-offerings  of  blood  will  I  not  offer  ; 
neither  make  mention  of  their  names  within  my  lips. 

6.  The  Lord  himself  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheri- 
tance and  of  my  cup  :  thou  shall  maintain  my  lot. 

7.  The  lot  is  fallen  unto  me  in  a  fair  ground  ;  yea, 
I  have  a  goodly  heritage. 

8.  I  will  thank  the  Lord  for  giving  me  warning  ; 
my  reins^  also  <^hasten  me  in  the  night  season. 

9.  I  have  set  God  always  before  me  ;  for  he  is  on 
my  right  hand,  therefore  I  shall  not  fall. 

10.  Wherefore  my  heart  was  glad,  and  my  glory  ■' 
rejoiced  :  my  flesh  also  shall  rest  in  hope. 

^'*  All  I  possess,  and  all  I  can  do,  can  ^^^  Tlie  tongue  of  man,  when  pouring 
add  nothing  to  thy  perfections  or  to  tiiy  forth  praises  to  CJod,  is  here  called  "  his 
glory.  glory." 

**'   The   word    reins   means    *'   inmost 
thoughts." 
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11.  For  why?  Thou  shall  not  leave  my  soul  in 
hell ;  neither  shalt  thou  suiFer  thy  Holy  One  to  see 
corru2otion. 

12.  Thou  shalt  shew  me  the  path  of  life  :  in  thy 
presence  is  the  fulness  of  joy  ;  and  at  thy  right  hand 
there  is  pleasure  for  evermore. 

O  God !  who  art  become  to  us  through 
I  Christ  Jesus  the  portion  of  our  inheritance,  and 
our  merciful  God ;  preserve  and  maintain  in 
I  us,  we  beseech  thee,  all  those  good  things 
which  thou  hast  wrought  in  us  and  for  us  ;  and 
that  we  may  never  fall,  give  us  thy  grace,  that 
we  may  set  thee  always  before  us,  rejoicing  in 
thee,  and  giving  praise  for  the  operation  of 
thy  hands.  Grant  that  all  carnal  affections 
may  die  in  us,  and  that  all  things  belonging  to 
the  Spirit  may  live  and  grow  in  us,  so  that 
when  our  flesh  faileth,  we  may  be  joyful  through 
hope  of  a  glorious  resurrection  to  eternal  life, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  our  only  Advocate  and 
Redeemer.     Amen. 


January.      ~)  ^tfittetXttt^  Bag. 

May.  V 

September.)      PSALM  XVII. 


^2rmonttton. 

Whatever    dangers    may   terrify  —  whatever 
troubles   disturb  —  whatever    enemies    oppress 


4Qf  THIRTEENTH  DAY. 


US,  —  the  Lord  will  hearken  unto  every  prayer 
that  goeth  out  of  sincere  and  unfeigned  lips, 
and  will  hold  up  our  goings  in  his  paths  of 
righteousness,  if  we  ourselves  be  sincerely 
mindful  to  walk  in  them.  What  gracious 
figures  are  employed  to  teach  and  assure  us  of 
the  Lord's  tender  care  for  his  people  :  they  are 
kept  as  the  tender  pupil  of  the  eye  ;  they  are 
safe  as  a  bird  under  the  shadow  of  its  mother's 
wing.  How  does  this  encourage  us  to  trust 
and  serve  him  ;  to  look  beyond  this  poor 
perishable  world,  in  which  the  children  of 
vanity  have  their  portion,  and  look  forward  to 
an  eternal  world  of  peace  and  joy. 

1 .  ^Hear  the  right,  O  Lord,  consider  my  complaint ; 
and  hearken  mito  my  prayer,  that  goeth  not  out  of 
feigned  Ups. 

2.  Let  my  sentence  come  forth  from  thy  presence, 
and  let  thine  eyes  look  upon  the  thing  that  is  equal. 

3.  Thou  hast  proved  and  visited  mine  heart  in  the 
night  season  ;  thou  hast  tried  me,  and  shalt  find  no 
wickedness  in  me ;  for  I  am  utterly  purposed  that 
my  mouth  shall  not  offend. 

4.  Because  of  men's  works,  that  are  done  against 
the  words  of  thy  lips  ;  I  have  kept  me  from  the 
ways  of  the  destroyer. 

5.  O  hold  thou  up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that 
my  footsteps  slip  not. 

6.  I  have  called  upon  thee,  O  God,  for  thou  shalt 
hear  me  ;  incline  thine  ear  to  me,  and  hearken  unto 
my  words. 

^'^   The  Psalmist  speaks  in  tlie  persnii  of  thr  Messiah. 


PSALM  XVII.  41 


7.  Shew  thy  marvellous  loving-kindness,  thou 
that  art  the  Saviour  of  them  which  put  their  trust 
in  thee,  from  such  as  resist  thy  right  hand. 

8.  Keeji  me  as  the  apple  of  an  eye  ;  hide  me 
under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings, 

9.  From  the  ungodly  that  trouble  me :  mine 
enemies  compass  me  round  about  to  take  away  my 
life. 

10.  They  are  enclosed  in  their  own  fat :  and  their 
mouth  speaketh  proud  things. 

11.  They  lie  waiting  in  our  way  on  every  side, 
turning  their  eyes  down  to  the  ground  ; 

12.  Like  as  a  lion  that  is  greedy  of  his  prey,  and 
as  it  were  a  lion's  whelp  lurking  in  secret  2:)laces. 

1 3.  UjJ,  Lord ;  disappoint  him,  and  cast  him 
down  ;  deliver  my  soul  from  the  ungodly,  which  is 
a  sword  of  thine  ; 

14.  From  the  men  of  thy  hand,  O  Lord,  from  the 
men,  I  say,  and  from  the  evil  world,  which  have 
their  portion  in  this  life,  whose  bellies  thou  fillest 
with  thy  hid  treasure. 

15.  They  have  children  at  their  desire,  and  leave 
the  rest  of  their  substance  for  their  babes. 

16.  But  as  for  me,  I  will  behold  thy  presence  in 
righteousness  :  and  when  I  awake  up  after  thy  like- 
ness, I  shall  be  satisfied  with  it. 

Almighty  God,  who,  dwelling  in  the  highest 
heavens,  yet  vouchsafest  to  behold  thy  creatures 
here  upon  earth  ;  we  humbly  adore  thy  sacred 
Majesty,  and  with  all  the  powers  of  our  souls 
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and  bodies,  do  exalt  and  praise  thy  holy  name, 
for  all  the  mercies  and  comforts  of  this  life,  and 
for  the  hopes  and  assurance  of  a  better  ;  for 
preserving  us  from  the  evils  and  dangers  of  the 
night  past,  and  for  bringing  us  in  health  and 
safety  to  the  light  of  a  new  day.  Continue  to 
us,  we  beseech  thee,  this  thy  mercy  and  good- 
ness, and  as  thou  hast  awakened  our  bodies 
from  sleep,  so  raise  our  souls  from  the  death  of 
sin  unto  a  life  of  righteousness.  Deliver  us,  O 
God,  from  all  the  evils  incident  to  our  connec- 
tion with  this  world,  and  guide  our  feet  into 
the  paths  of  peace  and  holiness  :  strengthen 
our  resolutions  to  embrace  all  opportunities  of 
doing  good,  and  carefully  to  avoid  all  occasions 
of  evil ;  and  when,  through  frailty,  or  the  vio- 
lence of  temptation,  we  fall  from  our  duty,  do 
thou  in  mercy  restore  us  again  with  a  double 
portion  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  and  enable  us  to 
maintain  a  more  successful  defence  for  the 
future.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that  this  family  and 
household  may  abound  more  and  more  in  love 
for  thee,  and  in  zeal  for  thy  honour  and  glory  ; 
that  it  may  be,  amongst  many  others,  the 
humble  means  of  keeping  alive  a  spirit  of  piety 
in  this  kingdom  and  people,  that  thou  mayest 
bless  us  and  preserve  to  us  a  knowledge  of 
thy  salvation.  Hear  us,  O  merciful  Father, 
for  thy  dear  Son's  sake,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


January.     ^   jfOtttt^entft  ©afi. 

May.  y 

September.)      PSALM  XVIII. 


^Hmonittom 

This  is  a  Psalm  of  thanksgiving  oflPered  up 
at  the  close  of  David's  life,  and  is  recorded  as 
part  of  his  history  in  the  twenty-second  chapter 
of  the  second  book  of  Samuel.  In  it  he  recurs 
to  the  glorious  displays  of  God's  immediate  pro- 
vidence over  and  in  behalf  of  his  chosen  people, 
and  the  figurative  representations  he  makes  of 
the  effects  of  God's  presence  and  of  his  wrath, 
cannot  but  raise  in  us  awful  apprehensions  of 
his  divine  majesty. 

We  shall  never  attain  a  profitable  conception 
of  the  true  meaning  of  the  Psalms,  unless  we 
connect  in  our  minds  God's  government  of  his 
people  under  the  first  covenant,  with  his 
government  of  their  hearts  and  minds  under 
the  second  covenant.  We  must  consider 
Jerusalem  that  was,  as  a  type  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  of  Jerusalem  that  shall  be  ;  and  by 
the  enemies  of  David,  we  must  understand  the 
enemies  of  Christ,  and  the  spiritual  enemies 
which  each  member  of  Christ  has  to  contend 
witli. 
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PART  FIRST. 

1 .  I  will  love  thee,  O  Lord,  my  strength ;  the 
Lord  is  my  stony  rock  and  my  defence,  my  Saviour, 
my  God,  and  my  might,  in  whom  I  will  trust,  my 
buckler,  the  horn  also  of  my  salvation,  and  my  refuge. 

2.  I  will  call  upon  the  Lord,  which  is  worthy  to 
be  praised  ;  so  shall  I  be  safe  from  mine  enemies. 

3.  The  sorrows  of  death  compassed  me,  and  the 
overflowings  of  ungodliness  made  me  afraid.  ■" 

4.  The  pains  of  hell  came  about  me ;  the  snares 
of  death  overtook  me. 

5.  In  my  trouble  I  will  call  upon  the  Lord,  and 
complain  unto  my  God. 

6.  So  shall  he  hear  ray  voice  out  of  his  holy 
temple,  and  my  complaint  shall  come  before  him ; 
it  shall  enter  even  into  his  ears. 

7.  The  earth  trembled  and  quaked  ;  the  very 
foundations  also  of  the  hills  shook,  and  were  removed, 
because  he  was  wroth. 

8.  There  went  a  smoke  out  in  his  presence,  and  a 
consuming  fire  out  of  his  mouth,  so  that  coals  were 
kindled  at  it. 

9.  He  bowed  the  heavens  also,  and  came  down ; 
and  it  was  dark  under  his  feet. 

10.  He  rode  ujion  the  cherubims,  and  did  fly: 
He  came  flying  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind. 

11.  He  made  darkness  his  secret  place,  his  pavilion 
round  about  him  with  dark  water,  and  thick  clouds 
to  cover  him. 

12.  At  the  brightness  of  his  presence,  his  clouds 
removed,  hailstones,  and  coals  of  fire. 

"'    David,  surrounded  by    Saul   and  liis  blood- tliirsty  atteiidants,   was  a  lively 
cniblem  of  the  sulTcring  Jesus. 
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13.  The  Lord  also  thundered  out  of  heaven;  and 
the  Highest  gave  his  thunder,  hailstones,  and  coals 
of  fire. 

'     14.  He  sent  out  his  arrows,  and  scattered  them  ; 
he  cast  forth  lightnings,  and  destroyed  them. 

15.  The  springs  of  vv^aters  were  seen,  and  the 
foundations  of  the  round  world  were  discovered  at 
thy  chiding,  O  Lord,  at  the  blasting  of  the  breath  of 
thy  displeasure. 

16.  He  shall  send  down  from  on  high  to  fetch 
me,  and  shall  take  me  out  of  many  waters. 

17.  He  shall  deliver  me  from  my  strongest  enemy, 
and  from  them  which  hate  me,  for  they  are  too 
mighty  for  me. 

18.  They  prevented  me  in  the  day  of  my  trouble, 
but  the  Lord  was  my  upholder. 

19.  He  brought  me  forth  also  into  a  place  of 
liberty  :  He  brought  me  forth,  even  because  he  had 
a  favour  unto  me. 

20.  The  Lord  shall  reward  me  after  my  righteous 
dealing;  according  to  the  cleanness  of  my  hands 
shall  he  recompense  me.^ 

21.  Because  I  have  kept  the  ways  of  the  Lord, 
and  have  not  forsaken  my  God,  as  the  wicked  doth. 

22.  For  I  have  an  eye  unto  all  his  laws,  and  will 
not  cast  out  his  comniandments  from  me. 

23.  I  was  also  uncorrupt  before  him,  and  eschewed 
mine  own  wickedness. 

24.  Therefore  shall  the  Lord  reward  me  after  my 
righteous  dealing,  and  according  unto  the  cleanness  of 
my  hands  in  his  eye-sight. 


<*>  We  must  suppose  the   Psalmist  to  speak  prophetically  in  the  character  of  the 
Messiah, 
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PART  SECOND. 

25.  With  the  holy,  thou  shalt  be  holy ;  and  with 
a  perfect  man  thou  shalt  be  perfect. 

26.  With  the  pure  thou  shalt  shew  thyself  pure ; 
and  with  the  froward  thou  shalt  shew  thyself 
froward. 

27.  For  thou  shalt  save  the  people  that  are  in 
adversity,  and  shalt  bring  down  the  high  looks  of 
the  proud. 

28.  Thou  also  shalt  light  my  candle ;  the  Lord 
my  God  shall  make  my  darkness  to  be  light. 

29.  For  in  thee  I  shall  discomfit  an  host  of  men, 
and  with  the  help  of  my  God,  I  shall  leap  over  the 
wall. 

30.  The  way  of  God  is  an  undefiled  way ;  the 
word  of  the  Lord  also  is  tried  in  the  fire  :  He  is  the 
defender  of  all  them  that  put  their  trust  in  him. 

31.  For  who  is  God,  save  the  Lord;  or  who  is  a 
rock,  save  our  God  ? 

32.  ^It  is  God  thatgirdeth  me  with  strength,  and 
maketh  my  way  perfect. 

33.  He  maketh  my  feet  like  hart's  feet,  and  setteth 
me  up  on  high. 

34.  He  teacheth  mine  hands  to  fight,  and  mine 
arms  shall  break  even  a  bow  of  steel. 

35.  Thou  hast  given  me  the  defence  of  thy  salva- 
tion :  Thy  right  hand  also  shall  hold  me  up,  and  thy 
loving  correction  shall  make  me  great. 

36.  Thou  shalt  make  room  enough  under  me  for 
to  go,  that  my  footsteps  shall  not  slide. 

37-  I  will  follow  upon  mine  enemies  and  overtake 

^^]  The  gifts  of  God  to  the  spiritual  wanior  are  here  enumerated. 
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them ;  neither  will  I  turn  again  till  I  have  destroyed 
them. 

38.  I  will  smite  them  that  they  shall  not  be  able 
to  stand,  but  fall  under  my  feet. 

39.  Thou  hast  girded  me  with  strength  unto  the 
battle  :  Thou  shalt  throw  down  mine  enemies  under 
me. 

40.  Thou  hast  made  mine  enemies  also  to  turn 
their  backs  upon  me,  and  I  shall  destroy  them  that 
hate  me. 

41.  They  shall  cry,  but  there  shall  be  none  to  help 
them  ;  yea,  even  unto  the  Lord  shall  they  cry,  but 
he  shall  not  hear  them. 

42.  I  will  beat  them  as  small  as  the  dust  before 
the  wind ;  I  will  cast  them  out  as  the  clay  in  the 
streets. 

43.  Thou  shalt  deliver  me  from  the  strivings  of 
the  people,  and  thou  shalt  make  me  the  head  of  the 
heathen.* 

44.  A  people  whom  I  have  not  known  shall 
serve  me. 

45.  As  soon  as  they  hear  of  me  they  shall  obey 
me,  but  the  strange  children  shall  dissemble  with  me. 

46.  The  strange  children  shall  fail,  and  be  afraid 
out  of  their  prisons. 

47.  The  Lord  liveth,  and  blessed  be  my  strong 
helper,  and  praised  be  the  God  of  my  salvation. 

48.  Even  the  God  that  seeth  I  be  avenged,  and 
subdueth  the  people  unto  me. 

49.  It  is  he  that  delivereth  me  from  my  cruel 
enemies,  and  setteth  me  up  above  mine  adversaries  : 
Thou  shalt  rid  me  from  the  wicked  man. 

'*>  This  cannot  be  understood  otlierwise  than  of  Messiah  as  Head  of  the  Christian 
Church. 
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50.  For  this  cause  will  I  give  thanks  unto  thee, 
O  Lord,  among  the  Gentiles,  and  sing  praises  unto 
thy  name.® 

51.  Great  prosperity  giveth  he  unto  his  king,  and 
sheweth  loving-kindness  unto  David  his  Anointed, 
and  unto  his  seed  for  evermore. 

art  U0  vvavi* 

Almighty  and  ever-living  God,  who  didst  so 
love  the  world  as  to  give  thine  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life,  mercifully 
hear  us  when  we  call  upon  thee  in  his  name, 
and  grant  to  us  now,  we  most  humbly  beseech 
thee,  the  strengthening  and  increasing  of  our 
faith.  Make  us  rightly  to  understand  what 
Christ  our  Saviour  has  done  and  suffered  for 
us.  Fill  our  hearts  with  gratitude,  and  our 
tongues  with  praise,  and  help  us  to  shew  forth 
our  love  towards  thee,  not  only  with  our  lips, 
but  in  our  lives,  by  devoting  ourselves  to  thy 
service,  and  by  walking  before  thee  in  holiness 
and  righteousness  all  our  days.  But,  O  Lord, 
of  thy  tender  mercy,  pour  out  upon  us  the 
gracious  influences  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  for  of 
ourselves  we  can  do  nothing ;  we  are  weak  and 
sinful  creatures,  ready  continually  to  fall  into 
evil ;  but  do  thou  mercifully  put  into  our  hearts 

'"'  This  verse  is  produced  by  St  Paul  as  all  the  sons  of  God  tlu-ough  Christ,  who 

a  proof  that  the  Gentiles  were  one  day  to  through  faith  and  patience  shall  inherit  the  . 

glorify  God  for  the  mercy  vouchsafed  them  promises, 
by  Jesus  Christ,  unto  his  seed,  that  is,  unto 
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a  dread  of  sin,  and  so  guide  us  by  thy  counsel, 
and  uphold  us  with  thy  might,  that  we  may  be 
enabled  to  subdue  the  enemies  of  our  salvation, 
and  so  to  pass  through  things  temporal  that  we 
finally  lose  not  the  things  eternal ;  and  this  we 
beg  for  Jesus  Christ,  his  sake.     Amen. 


January.     ^  ,i^i fteentf)  Wan* 

May.  V 

September.  3      PSALM  XIX. 


Who  can  contemplate  that  glorious  luminary, 
the  sun,  or  think  upon  the  revolutions  of  day 
and  night,  summer  and  winter,  alternately 
diffusing  light,  or  inviting  to  rest,  and  enabling 
man  to  derive  sustenance  from  the  earth,  without 
adoring  the  majesty  and  goodness  of  the  great 
Creator,  —  of  him  who  made  the  sun,  but  who 
made  light  before  he  made  the  sun  !  So,  in 
like  manner,  if  we  direct  our  contemplation  to 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  to  the  Liglit  of  the 
spiritual  world,  risen  with  healing  on  his  wings, 
and  shedding  forth  the  beams  of  his  glorious 
gospel  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  shall 
we  not  fall  low  on  our  knees  before  his  footstool, 
praying  for  his  pardoning  grace  to  cleanse  us 
from  our  secret  faults,  and  for  his  restraining 
grace  to  keep  us  from  presumptuous  sins. 
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St  Paul  has  cited  the  fourth  verse  of  this 
Psalm  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  and  therein 
taught  us  to  raise  our  thoughts  from  things 
temporal  to  things  spiritual,  from  the  glorious 
works  of  creation  to  the  still  more 
work  of  redemption. 


glorious 


1.  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
firmament  sheweth  his  handy-work. 

2.  One  day  telleth  another,  and  one  night  certi- 
fieth  another. 

3.  There  is  neither  speech  nor  language  where 
their  voice  is  not  heard. 

4.  Their  sound  is  gone  out  into  all  lands ;  and 
their  words  unto  the  end  of  the  world. 

5.  In  them  hath  he  set  a  tabernacle  for  the  sun, 
which  cometh  forth  as  a  briclegTOom  out  of  his 
chamber,  and  rejoiceth  as  a  giant  to  run  his  course. 

6.  It  goeth  forth  from  the  uttermost  part  of  the 
heaven,  and  runneth  about  unto  the  end  of  it  again, 
and  there  is  nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof. 

7.  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting  the 
soul ;  the  testimony  of  the  Lord  is  sure,  making  wise 
the  simple. 

8.  The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right,  and  rejoice 
the  heart ;  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  is  pure, 
and  giveth  light  unto  the  eyes. 

9.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean,  and  endureth  for 
ever  ;  the  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true,  and 
righteous  altogether. 

10.  More  to  be  desired  are  they  than  gold;  yea, 
than  much  fine  gold  :  sweeter  also  than  honey  and 
the  honey-comb. 
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11.  Moreover,  by  them  is  thy  servant  taught; 
and  in  keeping  of  them  there  is  great  reward. 

12.  Who  can  tell  how  oft  he  ofFendeth  ?  oh, 
cleanse  thou  me  from  my  secret  faults. 

13.  Keep  thy  servant  also  from  presumptuous 
sins,  lest  they  get  the  dominion  over  me ;  so  shall  I 
be  undefiled  and  innocent  from  the  great  offence. 

14.  Let  the  words  of  my  mouth,  and  the  medita- 
tion of  my  heart,  be  alwaj^s  acceptable  in  thy  sight, 
O  Lord,  my  strength,  and  my  redeemer. 

O  great  and  glorious  Lord  God,  who  created 
the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  upholdest  them 
all  by  the  word  of  thy  power,  we  adore  and 
praise  thy  holy  name  for  all  thy  mercies,  both 
temporal  and  spiritual.  Give  us,  we  beseech 
thee,  a  lively  sense  of  all  the  blessings  we  enjoy, 
and  make  us  truly  thankful,  not  only  for  our 
support  and  happiness  here  below,  but  for  the 
hope  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ.  Enable 
us  to  mortify  all  our  corrupt  and  sinful  affec- 
tions, all  pride,  covetousness,  and  every  evil 
passion,  and  to  purify  our  hearts  that  they  may 
bring  forth  the  fruits  of  charity  and  love, 
obedience  to  thy  laws,  and  patience  and  comfort 
in  thy  Holy  Word.  And  grant,  O  Lord,  that 
we  may  so  read,  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly 
digest  those  Scriptures  which  thou  hast  caused 
to  be  written  for  our  learning,  that  we  may 
embrace  and  ever  hold  fast  the  blessed  hope  of 
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eternal  life,  which  thou  hast  given  us  in  thy 
Son,  our  Saviovu',  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom,  with 
thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour  and 
glory,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


January.     ^     ^ixtttntf)  MaV* 

May.  V 

September.)  PSALMS  XX.  &  XXI. 


^lymottitiott. 

In  the  twentieth  Psalm,  the  Psalmist,  in  a 
primary  sense,  speaks  in  the  person  of  the 
priests  of  the  Temple,  addressing  the  monarch 
upon  occasion  of  his  coming  to  offer  sacrifice 
before  he  set  out  upon  some  warlike  expedi- 
tion :  but  in  a  secondary  and  more  important 
sense,  he  speaks  in  the  person  of  the  Church 
addressing  the  Messiah,  and  praying  for  the 
happy  accomplishment  of  his  warfare  against 
the  enemies  of  our  salvation.  Against  these 
enemies  we  are  all  bound  to  struggle,  and  the 
first  step  to  victory  is  to  renounce  all  confidence 
in  ovir  own  strength,  and  having  done  this,  to 
go  forth  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord  God. 

In  the  twenty-first  Psalm,  the  victories  of  the 
Redeemer  are  the  subject  of  thanksgiving  :  the 
joy  of  the  Church  is  in  the  salvation  of  Christ, 
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and  the  joy  of  every  individual  is  in  the  appli- 
cation of  that  salvation  to  himself  and  to  all 
around  him. 

PSALM  XX. 

1 .  The  Lord  hear  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble ; 
the  Name^  of  the  God  of  Jacob  defend  thee  : 

2.  Send  thee  help  from  the  sanctuary,  and 
strengthen  thee  out  of  Sion  : 

3.  Remember  all  thy  offerings,  and  accept  thy 
burnt  sacrifice : 

4.  Grant  thee  thy  heart's  desire,  and  fulfil  all  thy 
mind. 

5.  We  will  rejoice  in  thy  salvation,  and  triumph 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God :  the  Lord  perform 
all  thy  petitions. 

6.  Now  know  I,  that  the  Lord  helpeth  his 
anointed,  and  will  hear  him  from  his  holy  heaven, 
even  with  the  saving  strength  of  his  right  hand. 

7.  ^Some  put  their  trust  in  chariots,  and  some  in 
horses,  but  we  will  remember  the  name  of  the  Lord 
our  God. 

8.  They  are  brought  down  and  fallen,  but  we  are 
risen,  and  stand  upright. 

9.  Save,  Lord,  and  hear  us,  O  King  of  heaven, 
when  we  call  upon  thee. 

PSALM  XXI. 

1.  The  king  shall  rejoice  in  thy  strength,  O  Lord; 
exceedmg  glad  shall  he  be  of  thy  salvation. 

CI)   «  Xhe  Nanie^'  includes  the  power,         ^*^  Whatever   may   be    man's    natural 
goodness,  and  providence  of  God.  means  of  deliverance,  his  preservation  must 

be  the  work  of  God's  right  hand. 
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2.  ^Thou  hast  given  him  his  heart's  desire,  and 
hast  not  denied  him  the  request  of  his  Ups. 

3.  For  thou  shalt  jjrevent^  him  with  the  blessings 
of  goodness,  and  shalt  set  a  crown  of  pure  gold  upon 
his  head. 

4.  He  asked  life  of  thee,  and  thou  gavest  him  a 
long  life,  even  for  ever  and  ever.^ 

5.  His  honour  is  great  in  thy  salvation  ;  glory 
and  great  worship  shalt  thou  lay  upon  him. 

6.  For  thou  shalt  give  him  everlasting  felicity,  and 
make  him  glad  with  the  joy  of  thy  countenance. 

7.  And  why  ?  Because  the  king  i^utteth  his  trust 
in  the  Lord  ;  and  in  the  mercy  of  the  Most  Highest 
he  shall  not  miscarry. 

8.  All  thine  enemies  shall  feel  thy  hand  ;  thy 
right  hand  shall  find  out  them  that  hate  thee. 

9.  Thou  shalt  make  them  like  a  fiery  oven  in 
time  of  thy  wrath  :  the  Lord  shall  destroy  them  in 
his  displeasure,  and  the  fire  shall  consume  them. 

10.  Their  fruit  shalt  thou  root  out  of  the  earth, 
and  their  seed  from  among  the  children  of  men.* 

11.  For  they  intended  mischief  against  thee,  and 
imagined  such  a  device  as  they  are  not  able  to  per- 
form. 

12.  Therefore  shalt  thou  put  them  to  flight  ;  and 
the  strings  of  thy  bow  shalt  thou  make  ready  against 
the  face  of  them. 

13.  Be  thou  exalted,  Lord,  in  thine  own  strength ; 
so  will  we  sing  and  praise  thy  power. 


*'^  In  the  first  seven  verses  the  pronoun         ^^*  Elsewhere  we  read  that  the  genera- 

"Thou"  refers  to  Jehovah.     In  the  latter  tion  of  the  faithful  shall  he  blessed  ;  but 

part  of  the  Psalm,  to  Messiah.  here  a  wo  is  denounced  upon  the  seed  of 

'•'  "  To  prevent,"  means  to  go  before.  the  wicked.     0  ye  who  are  parents,  be 

'''  Christ,  being  raised  from  the  dead,  wise, 
dieth  no  more. 
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act  ufii  prai?, 

O  blessed  Jesus,  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords,  who,  after  thy  conquest  over  the  grave 
and  over  hell,  didst  ascend  in  great  triumph 
into  thy  kingdom  in  heaven,  that  thou  mightest 
prepare  mansions  of  eternal  bliss  for  them  that 
love  thee,  and  who  hast  graciously  promised 
that  thou  wilt  send  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Com- 
forter, to  sustain  the  poor  in  spirit, — ^look  down 
with  compassion  upon  us,  thy  frail  and  erring 
creatures,  who  seek  refuge  in  thy  strength. 
Mortify  in  us  all  carnal  and  worldly  lusts  ;  and 
let  all  things  belonging  to  the  Spirit  live  and 
grow  in  us,  that  as  individual  members  of  thy 
Church  on  earth,  we  may  adorn  the  doctrine  of 
thee  our  Saviour  in  all  things.  We  pray  thee, 
O  Lord,  to  bless  and  protect  the  Church  of 
this  nation,  counteract  all  the  designs  of  her 
enemies,  and  grant  that  she  may  unite  under 
her  banners  all  them  that  love  thy  name. 
Draw  together,  we  beseech  thee,  the  hearts  of 
thy  faithful  people  in  unity  of  spirit,  and  by  the 
bands  of  love,  that  we  may  be  actuated  by  all 
the  charities  of  a  common  faith  —  a  common 
interest  in  the  merits  of  a  crucified  Redeemer, 
and  may,  with  one  heart  and  one  mind,  join  in 
praising  thy  holy  name,  who  liveth  and  reigneth 
with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  now  and 
ever.     Amen. 


January.     ~)  ^tt^entttntff  WSiV* 

May.  y 

September,  j        PSALM   XX IL 


This  Psalm  consists  of  two  parts  :  the  former, 

from  verse  one  to  twenty-one,  treateth  of  the 

passion  or  suffering  of  Christ  ;  the  latter,  from 

verse  twenty-two  to  verse  thirty-two,  treateth 

of  his  resurrection,  and  of  the  propagation  of 

the  Gospel.     Whatever  reference  David  may 

have  had  to  his  own  sufferings,  or  to  his  own 

condition,  yet  he  was  carried  forward,  by  the 

spirit  of  prophecy,  beyond  himself  unto  Christ, 

whose  words   and  whose    sufferings    are   here 

shewn  forth  with  an  exactness  as  great  as  if  the 

Psalm  had  been  written  subsequent  to,  instead 

of  a  thousand  years  previous  to,  the  coming  of 

Christ  in  the  flesh.     God  was  pleased  that  all 

these  things  should  be  foretold  by  David,  to 

the  end  that  when  they  came  to  pass,  we  might 

have  the  clearest  proof  of  Christ's  being  the 

true  Messiah.     The  contemplation,    therefore, 

of  this    Psalm    ought,    on   the   one   hand,    to 

strengthen  our  faith  in  Jesus,  the   Saviour  of 

the  world  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  quicken 

our  hopes  in  him ;  while  it  sets  before  us  the 

glory    to    which    God    exalted   him    after    his 

sufferings. 
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The  importance  of  this  Psahii  calls  for  addi- 
tional observations  on  each  verse,  w^hich  should 
be  attentively  studied  in  private. 

PAUT  FIRST. 

1.  My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken 
me  ;  why  art  thou  so  far  from  helping  me,  and  from 
the  words  of  my  complaint  ? 

2.  O  my  God,  I  cry  in  the  day-time,  but  thou 
hearest  not ;  and  in  the  night  season  also  I  take  no 
rest. 

3.  And  thou  continuest  holy,  O  thou  Worship  of 
Israel. 

4.  Our  fathers  hoped  in  thee  ;  they  trusted  in 
thee,  and  thou  didst  deliver  them. 

5.  They  called  upon  thee,  and  were  delivered  ; 
they  put  their  trust  in  thee,  and  were  not  con- 
founded. 

6.  But  as  for  me,  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man  ;  a 
very  scorn  of  men,  and  the  outcast  of  the  people. 

7.  All  they  that  see  me  laugh  me  to  scorn  ;  they 
shoot  out  their  lips  and  shake  their  heads,  saying, 

8.  He  trusted  in  God,  that  he  would  deliver  him  : 
let  Him  deliver  him,  if  He  will  have  him. 

1.  Here  we  have   the  very   words   of  6.  Behold  the  Redeemer,  liumljle,  silent, 

Christ  himself  just  before  he  gave  up  the  and  innocent  —  hehold  him  buffeted  and 

ghost ;  if  the  master  thus  underwent  the  spit  upon. 

trial  of  a  spiritual  desertion,  why  doth  the  7.  "  And  they  that  passed  by  reviled 

disciple  think  it  strange  if  he  experience  him,  wagging  their  heads,  and  saying, — 

the  same  ?  Thou    that    dcstroyest    the    temple    and 

2.  Even  our  Lord  prayed  that,  if  possible,  buildest  it  in  three  days,  save  thyself, 
the  cup  might  pass  from  him;  let  man  be  R.  Likewise,  also,  the  chief  priests  mock- 
instant  in  prayer,  but  not  impatient  fora  ing  him,  with  the  scribes  and  elders,  said, 
return  of  his  prayer.  — lie  trusted  in  God,  let  him  deliver  him 

4.  God  knows  what  it  is  fit  for  him  to  now,  if  he  will  have  him,  for  he  said,  I 

do,  and  for  us  to  suffer.  am  the  Son  of  God," 
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9.  But  thou  art  He  that  did  take  me  out  of  my 
mother's  womb  :  thou  didst  make  me  hope  when  I 
was  upon  my  mother's  breasts. 

10.  I  have  been  left  unto  thee  ever  since  I  was 
born :  thou  art  my  God  even  from  my  mother's 
womb. 

11.  O  go  not  from  me,  for  trouble  is  hard  at  hand, 
and  there  is  none  to  help  me. 

12.  Many  oxen  are  come  about  me  ;  fat  bulls  of 
Basan  close  me  in  on  every  side. 

13.  They  gape  upon  me  with  their  mouths,  as  a 
ravening  and  a  roaring  lion. 

14.  I  am  poured  out  like  water,  and  all  my  bones 
are  out  of  joint  :  my  heart  also  in  the  midst  of  my 
body  is  even  like  melting  wax. 

15.  My  strength  is  dried  up  like  a  potsherd,  and 
my  tongTie  cleaveth  to  my  gums,  and  thou  shalt 
bring  me  into  the  dust  of  death. 

16.  For  many  dogs  are  come  about  me,  and  the 
counsel  of  the  wicked  layeth  siege  against  me. 

17-  They  pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet ;  I  may 
tell  all  my  bones  ;  they  stand  staring  and  looking 
upon  me. 

9  &  1 0.  We  arc  all  God's  children  by  death  ;  that  his  sweat  was  as  it  were  great 

adoption  through  Christ ;  we  arc  all  in  the  drops  of  blood  ;  the  vehemence  of  his  suf- 

hands  of  a  gracious  Providence  from  our  ferings  (or  as  it  is  frequently  termed,  his 

birth  to  the  time  when  the  spirit  returns  passion)  drying  up  all  the  fluids,  brought 

to  him  who  gave  it.  on    intense    thirst.      The   Jewish    blood- 

11   to  13.  "  Fat  bulls  of  Basan"  is  a  hounds  took  counsel  against  him;   they 

figurative  expression,  to  denote  those  who  sought  false    ^vitnesses ;    they   cried  out, 

are  surfeited  with  the  good  things  of  this  "Away  with  him, away  with  him — Crucify 

world ;  who  are  swollen  with  pride,  who  him,  crucify  him." 

become  neglectful  of  the  God  who  made  17  &  18.  We  know  that  this  is  pro- 

them,  and  of  the  rock  of  their  salvation  :  phecy  and  not  history,  and  yet  how  exactly 

such  were  the  persons  who  compassed  about  was  it  fulfilled.   The  Lord  of  Life  extended 

the  blessed  Jesus  in  his  hour  of  sufl'cring.  on  the  cross,  bleeding,  was  a  spectacle  to 

14  to  16.  The  Gospel  tells  us  that  our  heaven  and  earth.     By  his  blood  we  are 


Saviour  was  exceeding  sorrowful  even  unto     cleansed. 
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18.  They  part  my  garments  among  them,  and 
cast  lots  upon  my  vesture. 

19.  But  be  not  thou  far  from  me,  O  Lord  :  thou 
art  my  succour  ;  haste  thee  to  help  me. 

20.  Deliver  my  soul  from  the  sword  ;  my  darling 
from  the  powder  of  the  dog. 

21.  Save  me  from  the  lion's  mouth.  Thou  hast 
heard  me  also  from  among  the  horns  of  the 
unicorns. 

PART  SECOND. 

22.  I  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my  brethren : 
in  the  midst  of  the  congregation  will  I  praise  thee. 

23.  O  praise  the  Lord,  ye  that  fear  him  ;  magnify 
him,  all  ye  of  the  seed  of  Jacob  ;  and  fear  him,  all 
ye  seed  of  Israel. 

24.  For  he  hath  not  despised  nor  abhorred  the 
affliction  of  the  afflicted  ;  neither  hath  he  hid  his 
face  from  him  ;  but  when  he  cried  unto  him,  he 
heard  him. 

25.  My  praise  shall  be  of  thee  in  the  great  con- 
gregation :  I  will  pay  my  vows  before  them  that 
fear  him. 

1 9.  Messiah  here  resumes  the  prayer  23  &  24.  The  great  subjects  of  praise 

with  which  the  Psalm  commenced,  praying  and  thanksgiving  in  the  Church,  arc  the 

for  a  manifestation  of  divine  power  on  his  acceptance  of  the  suiferings  of  Jesus  as  a 

behalf.  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  which 

20  &  21.  The  wrath  of  God  was  the  acceptance  was  testified  by  raising  him 

sword  which  took  vengeance  on  sin,  in  the  from  the  dead,  inasmuch  as  the  discharge 

person  of  the  Messiah.     The  term  "  my  of  the  surety  proves  the  payment  of  the 

darling,"  has  also  been  translated  "  my  debt. 

united  one,"denoting perhaps  thehumanity  25  &  26.  The  vow  of  Christ  was  to 

of  Christ  in  union  with  the  divinity.     The  build    and    to    consecrate    to    Jehovah    a 

ravening  fury  of  savage  beasts  is  used  to  spiritual   temple,  in  which  the   spiritual 

describe  the  rage  of  the  devU,  and  his  guiles  sacrifices  of  prayer  and  praise  should  be 

spiritual  as  well  as  temporal.  continually    offered.       Thus,   a    spiritual 

22.  The  Psalm  now  becomes  a  hymn  of  banquet  is  prepared  for  the  meek  and  lowly 

praise  or   triumph  in  the  mouth   of  the  in  heart,  and  they  that  hunger  and  thirst 

Redeemer,  celebrating  his  victory  and  its  after  righteousness  shall  be  filled,  and  they 

consequences.  shall  live  for  ever  in  heaven. 
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26.  The  meek  shall  eat  and  be  satisfied  ;  they 
shall  praise  the  Lord  that  seek  him ;  your  heart 
shall  live  for  ever. 

27.  All  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and 
turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the 
nations  shall  worship  before  him. 

28.  For  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's,  and  he  is  the 
Governor  among  the  nations. 

29.  All  they  that  be  fat  upon  earth  shall  eat  and 
worship. 

30.  All  they  that  go  down  to  the  dust  shall  kneel 
before  him,  and  none  can  keep  alive  his  own  soul. 

31.  INIy  seed  shall  serve  him  ;  they  shall  be 
counted  to  the  Lord  for  a  generation. 

32.  They  shall  come,  and  shall  declare  his 
righteousness  unto  a  people  that  shall  be  born, 
whom  the  Lord  hath  made. 

art  UJ5  prap, 

O  blessed  Jesus,  who  for  our  sakes  didst 
suffer  thyself  to  be  betrayed  and  crucified,  that 
thou  mightest  purchase  for  us  remission  of  our 
sins  ;  deliver  our  souls,  we  beseech  thee,  from 

27  &  28.  The  g^c.^t  truths  of  man's  triumphs  of  Christ,  if  h.iply  they  seek  the 
creation  and  fall,  with  the  promise  of  a  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life.  All  must 
Redeemer  to  come,  were  forgotten  by  the  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ, 
nations  after  their  apostacy  from  the  true  31  &  32.  The  children  of  the  promise 
God ;  but  were  recalled  to  the  mind  of  (that  is,  of  the  promise  to  Abraham)  are 
man  by  the  writings  of  Moses,  of  the  counted  for  the  seed.  The  faithful  in 
Prophets,  and  of  the  Apostles;  and  by  Christ  are  those  of  his  household  and 
these  they  were  converted  to  the  faith  of  generation,  gathered  out  of  all  the  king- 
Christ,  doms  of  the  earth.     They  shall  be  com- 

29  &  30.  The  rich  as  well  as  the  poor  pacted  together  in  one  body,  having  fellow- 

(the  fat  upon  earth  as  well  as  the  meek)  ship  with  Christ,  now  and  for  evermore, 
are    invited    to    a    participation    in    the 


PSALM  XXII.  61 


the  power  and  enticements  of  the  devil.  Let 
not  sin  reign  in  our  mortal  bodies,  that  we 
should  obey  the  lusts  thereof,  but  create  us 
anew  in  thy  likeness,  and  grant  that  we  may 
bring  forth  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  meekness 
and  righteousness.  O  merciful  Saviour,  grant 
that  those  victories  which  thou  hast  obtained 
over  Satan,  hell,  and  the  grave,  may  bring  us 
to  God  ;  that,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
thy  good  Spirit,  every  evil  propensity  of  our 
nature  may  be  subdued  in  us  ;  that  we  may  live 
as  always  dying,  being  more  and  more  con- 
formed to  thy  image,  and  made  daily  more  and 
more  fit  for  the  enjoyment  of  thy  presence  ;  to 
whom,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 
be  all  honour  and  glory,  henceforth  and  for 
ever.     Amen. 


January.     ^      iBifitlte^ttttl   J^^V^ 

May.  V 

September.)  PSALMS  XXIII.  &  XXIV. 


^Irmontttoiu 

How  comforting,  how  consoling  are  the 
words  of  the  twenty-third  Psalm  to  the  wearied 
and  fainting  soul  of  the  Christian,  seeing  that 
the  Lord  is  to  him  as  a  shepherd  to  his  sheep ; 
he  fears  no  evil  ;  he  looks  to  his  loving-kind- 
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ness  and  mercy,  and  to  the  everlasting  rest 
prepared  for  him  in  heaven  ! 

The  twenty-fourth  Psalm  was  composed 
upon  occasion  of  the  removal  of  the  ark  to 
Mount  Sion,  an  event  typical  of  our  Lord's 
ascension  into  heaven.  It  opens  with  a  chorus 
proclaiming  the  divinity  of  Jehovah,  the  Creator 
and  Lord,  of  the  universe  ;  it  then  describes,  in 
questions  and  answers,  sung  by  different  voices, 
the  sort  of  righteousness  which  recommends  to 
God's  favour,  which  consists  not  in  any  merely 
ceremonial  observances,  but  in  clean  hands  and 
a  pure  heart.  Such  as  is  here  described  ought 
the  people  to  be  who  seek  the  Lord,  and  who 
desire  to  dwell  everlastingly  in  his  presence. 
The  song  concludes  with  a  prediction  of  the 
exaltation  of  Messiah,  under  the  image  of  an 
entry  of  Jehovah  into  his  temple. 

The  translation  of  this  Psalm  by  Bishop 
Horsley  is  given  below. 

rSALM  XXIII. 

1 .  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  therefore  can  I  lack 
nothing. 

2.  He  shall  feed  me  in  a  green  pasture,  and  lead 
me  forth  beside  the  waters  of  comfort. 

3.  He  shall  convert  my  soul,^  and  bring  me  forth 
in  the  paths  of  righteousness,  for  his  Name's  sake. 

4.  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the 

^'^   He  restoroth  my  soul.  —  Bihie  version. 
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shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art 
with  me  :  thy  rod  and  thy  staff  comfort  me. 

5.  Thou  shalt  prepare  a  table  before  me  in  the 
presence  of  mine  enemies  :  thou  hast  anointed  my 
head  with  oil,  and  my  cup  shall  be  full.^ 

6.  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  me  all 
the  days  of  my  life,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord  for  ever. 

rSALM  XXIV.* 

1 .  The  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  all  that  therein  is ; 
the  compass  of  the  world,  and  they  that  dwell 
therein. 

2.  For  he  hath  founded  it  upon  the  seas,  and 
prepared  it  upon  the  floods. 

3.  Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord  ?  or 
who  shall  rise  up  in  his  holy  place  ? 

4.  Even  he  that  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure 
heart,  and  that  hath  not  lift  up  his  mind  unto 
vanity,  nor  sworn  to  deceive  his  neighbour. 

5.  He  shall  receive  the  blessing  from  the  Lord, 
and  righteousness  from  the  God  of  his  salvation. 


"'   Here  is  an  allusion  to   the  custom  First  Voice. 

prevalent  at  Jewish  feasts,  of  anointing       3.  Who  shall  ascend   the  mountain   of 
the  guests,  and  filling  to  the  brim  the  cup  Jehovah, 

of  a  favoured  guest.  And  who  shall  stand  within  the  pre- 

cincts of  his  sanctuary  ? 
•  BISHOP  IIORSLEY'S  TRANSLATION.  Second  Voice. 

4.  The  clean  in  hand  and  pure  in  heart, 
Who  hath  not   carried    his    soul    to 
Clmrus.  vanity, 

] .  To  Jehovah  belongeth  the  earth,  and  And  hath  not  sworn  to  the  deceiving 


PART  FIRST. 


its  whole  furniture,  of  his  neighbour. 

The  world  and  its  inhabitants.  5.  This  man  shall  olitain  blessing  from 

For  he  hath  founded  it  upon  the  seas,  Jehovah, 

And  upon   the  floods  he  hath  esta-  And  justification  from  the  God  of  his 

'''isli^d  ''•  salvation. 
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6.  This  is  the  generation  of  them  that  seek  him  ; 
even  of  them  that  seek  thy  face,  O  Jacob. 

7.  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates,  and  be  ye 
lift  up,  ye  everlasting  doors,  and  the  King  of 
Glory  shall  come  in. 

8.  Who  is  the  King  of  Glory  ?  It  is  the  Lord, 
strong  and  mighty  !  even  the  Lord,  mighty  in 
battle  ! 

9.  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates,  and  be  lift  up, 
ye  everlasting  doors,  and  the  King  of  Glory  shall 
come  in. 

10.  Who  is  the  King  of  Glory  ?  Even  the  Lord 
of  hosts  ;  he  is  the  King  of  Glory. 

O  God,  whose  blessed  Son  was  manifested 
that  he  might  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil, 
and  make  us  the  sons  of  God,  and  heirs  of 
eternal  life  ;  grant  us,  we  beseech  thee,  that 
having  this  hope,  we  may  purify  ourselves,  even 
as  he  is  pure  ;  that  when  he  shall  appear  again 


Chorus.  Another  Voice. 

6.  This  is  tlic  generation  of  them  that  Jehovah,  strong  and  mighty, 

seek  after  him  ;  Jehovah,  mighty  in  battle. 

Of  them  that  seek  thy  presence,  0 
God  of  Jacob. 


Seniiehorus. 
0.  0  ye  gates,  lift  np  your  heads, 
PART  SECOND.  And  be  ye  lifted  up,  ye  everlasting 

Semichorus.  *     ,  ,  '   ,     Tr-        ^   , 

,    „  .IT  1      J  And  let  the  Kmg  of  olory  enter. 

7.  O  ye  gates,  hit  up  your  heads,  o      o     j 

And  be  ye  lifted  up,  ye  everlasting  A  Single  Voice. 

doors,  10.  Who  is  this  King  of  glory  ? 

And  let  the  Kins  of  glory  enter.  ^        ,  ...,, 

"^       ^     •'  Grand  Chorus. 

A  Single  Voice.  Jehovah  of  hosts  !  he  is  the  King  of 

K  Who  is  he,  tliis  King  of  glory  ?  glory. 
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with  power  and  great  glory,  we  may  be  made 
like  unto  him,  in  his  eternal  and  glorious  king- 
dom ;  where,  with  thee,  O  Father,  and  thee, 
O  Holy  Ghost,  he  liveth  and  reigneth,  one 
God,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

O  God,  the  King  of  Glory,  who  hast  exalted 
thine  only  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  with  great 
triumph  into  thy  kingdom  in  heaven  ;  we 
beseech  thee,  leave  us  not  comfortless,  but 
send  to  us  thy  Holy  Ghost,  to  comfort  us,  and 
exalt  us  unto  the  same  place,  whither  our 
Saviour  Christ  is  gone  before  :  and  this  we 
humbly  beg  through  the  all-prevailing  merits 
of  the  same  our  blessed  Redeemer  and  Advo- 
cate.    Amen. 


January.     ^  HittCUentt)  ©ap. 

May.  V 

September.)      PSALM   XXV. 


What  beautiful  and  touching  language  is 
here  offered  to  the  humble-minded  Christian, 
in  which  to  lift  up  his  soul  unto  God  !  It 
needs  no  comment.  To  those  who  truly 
humble  themselves  before  God,  he  shews  the 
covenant  of  mercy,  and  makes  their  soul  to 
dwell  at  ease ;  and  over  those  who,  instead  of 
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wishing  for  the  good  things  of  this  world,  pray 
that  Christ's  perfectness  and  righteous  deahng 
may  wait  upon  them,  he  will  undoubtedly 
throw  the  mantle  of  his  justifying  merits,  in 
the  awful  day  of  general  retribution. 

1.  Unto  thee,  O  Lord,  will  I  lift  up  my  soul :  my 
God,  I  have  put  my  trust  in  thee  :  O  let  me  not  be 
confounded,  neither  let  mine  enemies  triumph  over 
me.^ 

2.  For  all  they  that  hope  in  thee  shall  not  be 
ashamed ;  but  such  as  transgress  without  a  cause  ^ 
shall  be  put  to  confusion. 

3.  Shew  me  thy  ways,  O  Lord,  and  teach  me 
thy  paths. 

4.  Lead  me  forth  in  thy  truth,  and  teach  me,  for 
thou  art  the  God  of  my  salvation  ;  on  thee  do  I  wait 
all  the  day  long. 

5.  Call  to  remembrance,  O  Lord,  thy  tender 
mercies  and  thy  loving-kindnesses,  which  have  been 
ever  of  old. 

6.  O  remember  not  the  sins  and  offences  of  my 
youth,  but  according  to  thy  mercy  think  thou  upon 
me,  O  Lord,  for  thy  goodness. 

7.  Gracious  and  righteous  is  the  Lord  ;  therefore 
will  he  teach  sinners  in  the  way.^ 

8.  Them  that  are  meek  shall  he  guide  in  judg- 
ment, and  such  as  are  gentle,  them  shall  he  learn 
his  way. 

9.  All   the   paths*  of  the  Lord  are  mercy  and 

"'  Cares  and  pleasures  are  the  weights         "'  He  hates   sin   and  loves  righteous- 
which  press  the  soul  to  earth.  ness  :  he  sent  his  Son  to  suffer  for  the  one, 

'*'  Idolaters  and  infidels.  and  his  Spirit  to  produce  the  other. 

•''   That  is,  his  dispensations. 
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truth  unto  such  as  keep  his  covenant  and  his  testi- 
monies. 

10.  For  thy  Name's  sake,®  O  Lord,  be  merciful 
unto  my  sin,  for  it  is  great. 

11.  What  man  is  he  that  feareth  the  Lord,  him 
shall  he  teach  in  the  way  that  he  shall  choose. 

12.  His  soul  shall  dwell  at  ease,  and  his  seed  shall 
inherit  the  land. 

13.  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  among  them  that 
fear  him,  and  he  will  shew^  them  his  covenant. 

14.  Mine  eyes  are  ever  looking  unto  the  Lord; 
for  he  shall  pluck  my  feet  out  of  the  net.^ 

15.  Turn  thee  unto  me,  and  have  mercy  upon 
me,  for  I  am  desolate  and  in  misery. 

16.  The  sorrows  of  my  heart  are  enlarged  :  O 
bring  thou  me  out  of  my  troubles.' 

17.  Look  upon  mine  adversity  and  misery,  and 
forgive  me  all  my  sin.* 

1 8.  Consider  mine  enemies,  how  many  they  are  ; 
and  they  hate  me  with  cruel  hatred. 

19.  O  keep  my  soul  and  deliver  me  ;  let  me  not 
be  confounded,  for  I  have  put  my  trust  in  thee. 

20.  Let  perfectness   and   righteous   dealing  wait 
upon  me,  for  my  hope  hath  been  in  thee.® 

21.  Deliver  Israel,  O  God,  out  of  all  his  troubles. 


!»)    Wherein  is  comprised  mercy   and  or  later  perceive  that  God  alone  can  bring 

truth,  him  out  of  his  distresses. 

t"  A  bird  taken  in  the  snare   of  the  ">  Preservation   from    sin    and  delive- 

fowler,  is  a  fine  emblem  of  the  soul  entan-  ranee  from   death  are  two  great  gifts  of 

gled  in  the  cares  or  pleasures  of  the  world.  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 

<''  As   life   is   prolonged,  troubles  are  <'>  Let  integrity  and  uprightness   pre- 

gcnerally  enlarged  :  every  man  will  sooner  >;erve  me. — BiUe  translatiop. 
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net  U0  9vav* 

O  gracious  and  righteous  Lord  God,  who  art 
the  guide  of  the  meek,  and  teachest  the  humble 
and  gentle  in  thy  way  ;  forgive,  we  most 
humbly  beseech  thee,  the  sins  and  offences  of 
our  youth,  and  those  of  our  riper  years  also  ; 
and  although  by  them  we  have  deserved  thy 
wrath,  and  that  we  be  put  to  confusion,  yet  be 
pleased,  O  Lord,  to  think  upon  us,  for  thy 
goodness,  and  according  to  thy  mercy  in  Christ 
Jesus  ;  that  when  thou  hast  forgiven  us  all  our 
sin,  and  taken  away  our  adversity  and  all  our 
misery,  thou  mayest  keep  our  souls  in  perfect- 
ness  and  righteous  dealing,  that  at  last  we  may 
dwell  at  ease,  free  from  trouble,  and  safe  from 
all  our  enemies,  even  when  we  shall  inherit  the 
land  of  everlasting  rest,  where  thou  livest  and 
reignest,  eternal  God,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 


January.     ^     Z'tHtntitttf    39aB. 

May.  y 

September.J  PSALMS  XXVI.  &  XXVII. 


saiirmouttton. 

How  few,  how  very  few  of  the  sons  of  men 
can    invoke    God's  judgment  in   the  language 
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which  the  Psalmist  uses  in  the  twenty-sixth 
Psahii  !  How  few  can  thus  challenge  an 
examination  into  their  inward  thoughts,  or 
who  can  truly  say  that  the  loving-kindness  of 
God  is  ever  before  their  eyes !  If,  then,  we 
dare  not  apply  such  self-commendation  to  our 
past  conduct,  let  us,  in  all  humility,  strive  for 
the  future  to  walk  innocently,  and  let  it  be  our 
delight  not  only  to  praise  the  Lord  in  the 
congregations  of  our  fellow-Christians,  but  to 
meditate  day  and  night  upon  the  manifold 
blessings  we  enjoy. 

A  constant  desire  to  dwell  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord  for  ever  is  the  aspiration  of  the  truly 
devout  soul,  who  esteems  all  riches  as  but 
dross,  so  that  he  may  win  Christ  :  but  even 
this  desire  he  will  keep  in  subserviency  to  the 
good  pleasure  of  God  as  respects  the  time  of 
its  accomplishment.  If  impatience  for  release 
should  be  felt  as  the  body  decays,  he  will 
rebuke  his  spirit  in  the  words  of  the  Psalmist, 
"  Oh,  tarry  thou  the  Lord's  leisure  ;  "  and  then, 
taking  comfort,  he  will  say  unto  his  soul, 
"  Be  strong,  and  put  thou  thy  trust  in  the 
Lord." 


PSALM  XXVI. 


1.  Be  thou  my  judge,  O  Lord,  for  I  have  walked 
innocently  ;  my  trust  hath  been  also  in  the  Lord, 
therefore  shall  I  not  fall. 
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2.  Examine  me,  O  Lord,  and  prove  me  ;  try  out 
ray  reins  ^  and  my  heart. 

3.  For  thy  loving-kindness  is  ever  before  mine 
eyes,  and  I  will  walk  in  thy  truth. 

4.  For   I   have   not   dwelt    with    vain  persons, 
neither  will  I  have  fellowship  with  the  deceitful. 

5.  I  have  hated  the  congi-egation  of  the  wicked, 
and  will  not  sit  among  the  ungodly. 

6.  I  will  wash  my  hands  in  innocency,  O  Lord, 
and  so  will  I  go  to  thine  altar.^ 

7.  That  I  may  shew  the  voice  of  thanksgiving, 
and  tell  of  all  thy  wondrous  works. 

8.  Lord,   I    have  loved  the   habitation   of  thy 
house,  and  the  place  where  thine  honour  dwelleth. 

9.  O  shut  not  up  my  soul  with  the  sinners,  nor 
my  life  with  the  blood-thirsty. 

10.  In  whose  hands  is  wickedness,    and   their 
right  hand  is  full  of  bribes. 

1 1 .  But  as  for  me,  I  will  walk  innocently ;  O 
deliver  me,  and  be  merciful  unto  me. 

12.  My  foot  standeth  right  ;^  I  will  praise  the 
Lord  in  the  congregations. 


PSALM  XXVII. 

1.  ^The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation  ; 
whom,  then,  shall  I  fear  ?  The  Lord  is  the  strength 
of  my  life  ;  of  whom,  then,  shall  I  be  afraid  ? 

2.  When  the  wicked,  even  mine  enemies  and  my 

"'  "  Reins,"  inmost  thoughts.  '''  The  testimony  of  God's  Holy  Word 

'•'  It  was  a  custom  for  a  man  to  wash     is  the  only  sure  footing  of  the  Christian, 
his  hands  as  a  sign  of  innocency  ;  also         "'  The  first  seven  verses  appear  as  if 
before  prayer,  as  a  token  of  repentance.         they  had  originally  formed  part   of  the 

preceding  Psalm. 
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foes,  came  upon   me,    to    eat   up   my    flesh,    they 
stumbled  and  fell." 

3.  Though  an  host  of  men  were  laid  against  me,  yet 
shall  not  my  heart  be  afraid  ;  and  though  there  rose 
up  war  against  me,  yet  will  I  put  my  trust  in  him. 

4.  One  thing  have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  which  I 
will  require,  even  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  fair 
beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  visit  his  temple.^ 

5.  For  in  the  time  of  trouble  he  shall  hide  me  in 
his  tabernacle  ;  yea,  in  the  secret  place  of  his 
dwelling  shall  he  hide  me,  and  set  me  up  upon  a 
rock  of  stone.* 

6.  And  now  shall  he  lift  up  mine  head  above 
mine  enemies  round  about  me. 

7.  Therefore  will  I  offer  in  his  dwelling  an  obla- 
tion with  great  gladness  ;  I  will  sing  and  speak 
praises  unto  the  Lord. 

8.  ''Hearken  unto  my  voice,  O  Lord,  when  I  cry 
unto  thee,  have  mercy  upon  me,  and  hear  me. 

9.  My  heart  hath  talked  of  thee,  seek  ye  my 
face  :  Thy  face.  Lord,  will  I  seek." 

10.  O  hide  not  thou  thy  face  from  me,  nor  cast 
thy  servant  away  in  displeasure. 

1 1 .  Thou  hast  been  my  succour  ;  leave  me  not, 
neither  forsake  me,  O  God  of  my  salvation. 

12.  When  my  father  and  my  mother  forsake  me, 
the  Lord  taketh  me  up.'' 


**^  The  past  time  is  often  used  in  pro- 
phetical language  to  intimate  the  certainty 
of  the  future. 

t'^  It  ought  to  be  the  desire  of  the  Chris- 
tian that  he  may  pass  the  unnumbered 
days  of  eternity  in  the  courts  of  heaven. 

**'  Thus  through  faith  the  Christian  feels 
assured  of  victory  over  all  his  enemies. 


"'  This  appears  as  the  commencement 
of  a  separate  Psalm. 

"'  (When  thou  saidst,)  Seek  ye  my 
face,  my  heart  said  unto  thee,  Thy  face, 
Lord,  will  I  seek. — Bible  version. 

"'  Where  worldly  comforts  end,  spiri- 
tual ones  often  begin. 
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13.  Teach  me  thy  way,  O  Lord,  and  lead  me  in 
the  right  way,  because  of  mine  enemies. 

14.  DeHver  me  not  over  unto  the  will  of  mine 
enemies  ;  for  false  witnesses  are  risen  up  against 
me,  and  such  as  breathe  out  cruelty. 

15.  I  should  utterly  have  fainted,  but  that  I 
believe  verily  to  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the 
land  of  the  living.^ 

16.0  tarry  "thou  the  Lord's  leisure ;  be  strong, 
and  he  shall  comfort  thine  heart  ;  and  put  thou  thy 
trust  in  the  Lord. 


O  Lord  God,  thou  hast  been  our  succour, 
our  light,  and  salvation  ;  leave  us  not,  neither 
forsake  us  when  we  are  assaulted  by  enemies 
from  without,  or  by  temptations  from  within, 
but  lead  us  in  the  way  in  which  we  should  go. 
Make  us,  O  God,  to  take  delight  in  prayer  and 
praise,  and  in  all  the  other  duties  of  religion  ; 
endue  our  souls  with  faith  and  charity,  and 
holy  penitence,  that  our  hearts  and  hands,  our 
souls  and  bodies,  being  washed  in  innocency, 
in  the  waters  of  repentance,  and  the  blood  of 
the  Cross,  we  may  resort  to  thy  holy  table 
whensoever  and  as  oft  as  opportunities  are 
presented  to  us  ;  and  there  receiving  remission 
of  our  sins,  as  well  as  the  spiritual  food  and 
sustenance  of  which  we  daily  stand  in  need,  we 

^'^  Faith  in  the  comfortable  promises  of  God  can  alone  revive  the  drooping  soul. 


PSALMS  XXVI.  XXVII.  73 

may  walk  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly  in 
this  life  present,  and  in  the  world  to  come  may 
have  everlasting  life,  through  the  merits  of 
Jesus  Christ,  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour. 
Amen. 


January.      )      ^to^ntS=iFtr0t   ©flB* 

May.  V 

September.  J  PSALMS  XXVIII.  &  XXIX. 


^Irmottttiott. 

In  the  twenty-eighth  Psalm,  David  addresses 
his  heavenly  Father  in  the  person  either  of  the 
Messiah  or  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  pro- 
phesies the  fate  of  those  who  oppose  the  word 
of  God  ;  for  we  are  to  understand  as  prophecies 
the  imprecations  of  wrath  which  the  Psalmist 
utters  against  the  enemies  of  the  Church.  The 
twenty-ninth  Psalm  has  reference  to  the  violent 
conflict  between  the  Gospel  and  its  opponents 
in  the  latter  ages.  The  voice  of  the  Lord 
designates  either  the  Messiah  or  his  Gospel, 
the  effects  of  which,  in  the  world  and  in  the 
Church,  are  magnificently  represented.  When 
we  contemplate  the  force  of  the  elements,  or 
think  upon  the  bulk  of  water,  or  of  the  lightning 
which  is  suspended  at  times  over  our  heads, 
we  are  constrained  to  acknowledge  the  power 
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of  God,  and  our  dependence  upon  him  for  the 
prolongation  of  our  temporal  existence ;  nor 
are  the  dangers  less  which  threaten  our  spiritual 
life,  and  it  is  by  him  alone  that  we  can  be 
defended  from  the  powers  of  darkness. 


PSALM  XXVIII. 

1 .  Unto  thee  will  I  cry,  O  Lord,  my  strength ; 
think  no  scorn  of  me,^  lest,  if  thou  make  as  though 
thou  hearest  not,  I  become  like  them  that  go  down 
into  the  pit. 

2.  Hear  the  voice  of  my  humble  petitions  when  I 
cry  unto  thee,  when  I  hold  up  my  hands  towards 
the  mercy-seat  of  thy  holy  temple. 

3.  O  pluck  me  not  away,^  neither  destroy  me 
with  the  ungodly  and  wicked  doers,  which  speak 
friendly  to  their  neighbours,  but  imagine  mischief  in 
their  hearts. 

4.  '^Reward  them  according  to  their  deeds,  and 
according  to  the  wickedness  of  their  own  inventions. 

5.  Recompense  them  after  the  work  of  their  hands, 
pay  them  that  they  have  deserved. 

6.  For  they  regard  not  in  their  minds  the  works 
of  the  Lord,  nor  the  operation  of  his  hands  ;  there- 
fore shall  he  break  them  down,  and  not  build 
them  up. 

7.  ^Praised  be  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  heard  the 
voice  of  my  humble  j^etitions. 

'  "'  Be  not  silent  to  me. — Bible  version,  the  works  of  creation,  nor  those  of  redenip- 

'  ^"'  Draw  me  not  away. — Bible  version,  tion,  can  lead  to  repentance. 

<"  These  are  prophecies  of  the  divine  "'  The  Psalm  now  becomes  one  of  praise 

judgment  against  all  those  whom  neither  and  thanksgiving. 
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8.  The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  my  shield ;  my 
heart  hath  trusted  in  him,  and  I  am  helped ;  there- 
fore my  heart  danceth  for  joy,  and  in  my  song  will 
I  praise  him. 

9.  ^The  Lord  is  my  strength,  and  he  is  the 
wholesome  defence  of  his  Anointed. 

10.  O  save  thy  people,  and  give  thy  blessing  unto 
thine  inheritance  ;  feed  them,  and  set  them  up  for 
ever. 


PSALM  XXIX. 

1.  Give  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  mighty,  give  unto 
the  Lord  glory  and  strength. 

2.  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his 
name,  worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness. 

3.  It  is  the  Lord  that  commandeth  the  waters ; 
it  is  the  glorious  God  that  raaketh  the  thunder. 

4.  It  is  the  Lord  that  ruleth  the  sea :  the  voice 
of  the  Lord  is  mighty  in  operation  ;  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  is  a  glorious  voice. 

5.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  breaketh  the  cedar  trees, 
yea,  the  Lord  breaketh  the  cedars  of  Libanus.^ 

6.  He  maketh  them  also  to  skip  like  a  calf; 
Libanus  also,  and  Sirion,  like  a  young  unicorn. 

7.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  divideth  the  flames  of 
fire,  the  voice  of  the  Lord  shaketh  the  wilderness  ; 
yea,  the  Lord  shaketh  the  wilderness  of  Cades.  ^ 

8.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  maketh  the  hinds   to 


<">  He  that  raised  up  Christ  from  the  rend  the  tallest  tree ;  nor  is  the  word  of 

dead  shall  also  quicken  your  mortal  bodies  God  less  effectual  in  humbling  the  pride  of 

by  his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you,  Rom.  man  ;  witness  the  conversion  of  St  Paul, 
viii.  11.  W  See  Isaiah,  xl.  3  —  8,  also  2  Cor.  x. 

"'  The  force  of  lightning  is  known  to  4,  5. 
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bring  forth  young,  and  discovereth  the  thick  bushes  f 
in  his  temple  doth  every  one  speak  of  his  honour. 

9.  The  Lord  sitteth  above  the  M^ater-flood,  and 
the  Lord  reniaineth  a  King  for  ever. 

10.  The  Lord  shall  give  strength  unto  his  people ; 
the  Lord  shall  give  his  people  the  blessing  of  peace.* 


O  great  and  glorious  Lord  God,  sometimes 
thou  speakest  to  man  in  thunder,  sometimes 
thou  speakest  in  the  "  still  small  voice"  of 
conscience  :  thou  hast  called  him  to  repentance 
by  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  v^'ilderness ; 
and  thou  wilt  call  him  from  death  to  judgment 
by  the  voice  of  the  once  crucified  Redeemer. 
O  give  us  awful  apprehensions  of  thy  majesty 
and  justice,  and  at  the  same  time  a  sweet 
reliance  on  thy  fatherly  care,  on  thy  mercy, 
and  on  thy  loving-kindness  to  us  for  Christ's 
sake.  Endue  us  with  strength  through  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  speak  peace  to  our  souls  ;  let 
us  not  slumber  in  doing  the  work  thou  hast 
appointed  for  us  to  do  here  below,  and  grant 
that  we  may  finally  attain  vmto  thy  heavenly 
kingdom,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


t"  This  may  be  rendered,  "  The  voice  darkness,   and    will    make   manifest    the 

of  the  Lord  makcth  the  oaks  to  tremble,  counsels  of  the  heart.    1  Cor.  it.  5.     Heb. 

and  discovereth  the  forests."     The  Lord  iv.  13. 
■will  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things  of        '■*'>  Christ  is  "  tlic  Prince  of  Peace." 


January.     ^  STtof ntB=*$fOnJr  WaV* 

May.  V 

September.)  PSALM  XXX. 


^limonttion* 

This  Psalm,  as  a  religious  song  of  thanks- 
giving, is  particularly  adapted  to  persons  who 
have  been  in  great  danger,  or  in  great  affliction  : 
such  persons  are  called  on  to  celebrate  God's 
goodness,  and  they  should  remember  how  prone 
we  all  are  to  forget  ourselves  in  pi-osperity,  and 
how  important  it  is  to  let  afflictions  work  the 
end  for  which  they  are  designed  by  God, 
namely,  to  recall  us  to  a  sense  of  our  dependence 
upon  him,  and  to  oblige  us  to  have  recourse  to 
him  :  when  we  do  so,  he  will  hear  our  cry  ;  he 
will  change  sorrow  into  joy,  and  with  everlasting 
kindness  will  he  have  mercy  upon  us. 

The  Psalm  may  be  considered  in  another 
light,  as  spoken  in  the  person  of  the  Messiah, 
and  to  be  a  thanksgiving  for  his  deliverance 
from  the  grave,  and  for  his  exaltation  from  a 
state  of  humiliation  ;  in  this  sense  also,  we  have 
an  interest  in  it  as  future  partakers  in  Christ's 
resurrection. 

1 .  I  will  magnify  thee,  O  Lord,  for  thou  hast  set 
me  up,  and  not  made  my  foes  to  triumph  over  me. 
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2.  O  Lord  my  God,  I  cried  unto  thee,  and  thou 
hast  healed  me. 

3.  Thou,  Lord,  hast  brought  my  soul  out  of  hell ; 
thou  hast  kept  my  life  from  them  that  go  down  to 
the  pit.-' 

4.  Sing  praises  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  saints  of  his, 
and  give  thanks  unto  him  for  a  remembrance^  of  his 
holiness. 

5.  For  his  wrath  endureth  but  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye,  and  in  his  pleasure  is  life  ;  heaviness  may 
endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning. 

6.  And  in  my  prosperity,  I  said,^  I  shall  never  be 
removed ;  thou,  Lord,  of  thy  goodness  hast  made  my 
hill  so  strong. 

7.  Thou  didst  turn  thy  face  from  me,  and  I  was 
troubled. 

8.  Then  cried  I  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  and  gat  me  to 
my  Lord  right  humbly. 

9.  What  profit  is  there  in  my  blood  when  I  go 
down  to  the  pit  ? 

10.  Shall  the  dust  give  thanks  unto  thee,  or  shall 
it  declare  thy  truth  ? 

1 1 .  Hear,  O  Lord,  and  have  mercy  upon  me ; 
Lord,  be  thou  my  helper. 

12.  Thou  hast  turned  my  heaviness  into  joy  ;  thou 
hast  put  off  my  sackcloth,  and  girded  me  with 
gladness. 

13.  Therefore,  shall  every  good  man  sing  of  thy 
praise  without  ceasing:  O  my  God,  I  will  give 
thanks  unto  thee  for  ever. 


("  The  meaning  may  be,  "  Thou  hast         <*'  Or  at  the  remembrance, 
brought  up  my  frame  from  the  grave,  tliou         "'  Or,  "  And  I  said,  in  my  prosperity, 

hast  quickened  me  from  among  them  that  I  shall  never,"  &c. 
go  down  to  the  pit." 
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act  ufii  prap. 

O  Lord  our  God,  whose  mercy  is  infinite, 
whose  wrath  endureth  but  the  twinklino;  of  an 
eye,  and  who  even  in  that  short  time  of  thy 
wrath  rememberest  mercy,  we  cry  unto  thee 
and  address  ourselves  right  humbly.  O  Lord, 
we  are  poor  and  helpless  sinners  in  our  best 
estate ;  leave  us  not  comfortless,  and  when  we 
are  brought  low  by  sickness  or  disease,  do  thou 
make  all  our  bed  in  our  sickness,  lift  our 
drooping  spirits,  and  teach  us  to  resign  our- 
selves wholly  to  thy  blessed  will.  Sanctify  all 
thy  dispensations  to  the  advantage  of  our 
immortal  souls,  to  the  quickening  of  our  repen- 
tance, and  to  the  strengthening  of  our  faith  ; 
that  our  consciences  being  lightened  from  the 
burden  of  sin,  we  may  look  forward  with  joy 
and  comfort  to  thy  pardoning  mercies  through 
Christ  Jesus,  and  when  the  time  of  our  departure 
comes,  we  may  be  presented  as  evidences  of 
thy  sovereign  grace  before  the  great  assembly 
of  saints  and  angels  in  thy  kingdom  in  heaven. 
Grant  this,  O  merciful  Father,  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake.     Amen. 


January.     ^  Stofntfi^^TtJiril   Ma^* 

May.  V 

September.)        PSALM  XXXI.        - 


God  is  faithful  and  just  to  save  those  who  in 
time  of  trouble  look  up  to  him  alone  for  help. 
The  Christian,  like  his  blessed  Master,  is 
besieged  by  many  and  powerful  enemies ;  he 
must  expect  troubles,  vexation,  and  afflictions 
in  this  life ;  but  under  such  trials  the  soul  is 
made  cheerful  by  reflecting  that  God  knoweth 
our  adversities,  that  our  time  is  in  his  hands, 
and  that  he  will  in  due  season  send  us  that 
deliverance  which  to  him  seems  most  meet  for 
us.  Meanwhile,  let  us  have  recourse  to  the 
prayer  of  faith  ;  let  us  seek,  and  we  shall  find 
support,  let  us  knock,  and  the  doors  of  ever- 
lasting mercy  will  be  opened  unto  us.  Peace 
of  conscience,  the  comforts  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  hope  of  future  glory,  will  dispel  our  gloom, 
and  our  heart  will  be  established  by  trust  in 
the  Lord. 

1 .  In  thee,  O  Lord,  have  I  put  my  trust ;  let 
me  never  be  put  to  confusion ;  deliver  me  in  thy 
righteousness. 

2.  Bow  down  thine  ear  to  me ;  make  haste  to 
deliver  me. 
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3.  And  be  thou  my  strong  rock  and  house  of 
defence,  that  thou  mayest  save  me. 

4.  For  thou  art  my  strong  rock  and  my  castle ; 
be  thou  also  my  guide,  and  lead  me,  for  thy  Name's 
sake.^ 

5.  Draw  me  out  of  the  net  that  they  have  laid 
privily  for  me,  for  thou  art  my  strength. 

6.  Into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit,  for  thou 
hast  redeemed  me,  O  Lord,  thou  God  of  truth.^ 

7.  I  have  hated  them  that  regard  lying  vanities  ;* 
but  I  trust  in  the  Lord. 

8.  I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy  mercy ;  for 
thou  hast  considered  my  trouble,  and  hast  known 
my  soul  in  adversities. 

9.  Thou  hast  not  shut  me  up  into  the  hand  of  the 
enemy,  but  hast  set  my  feet  in  a  large  room. 

10.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord,  for  I  am  In 
trouble,  and  mine  eye  is  consumed  for  very  heavi- 
ness ;  yea,  my  soul  and  my  body. 

1 1 .  For  my  life  is  waxen  old  with  heaviness,  and 
my  years  with  mourning. 

12.  My  strength  faileth  me  because  of  mine 
iniquity,  and  my  bones  are  consumed. 

13.1  became  a  reproof  among  all  mine  enemies,  but 
especially  among  my  neighbours  ;  and  they  of  mine 
acquaintance  were  afraid  of  me  ;  and  they,  that  did 
see  me  without,  conveyed  themselves  from  me. 

14.  I  am  clean  forgotten,  as  a  dead  man  out  of 
mind ;  I  am  become  like  a  broken  vessel.* 

15.  For  I  have  heard  the  blasphemy  of  the  multi- 
tude, and  fear  is  on  every  side,  while  they  conspire 


<"  For  the   sake  of  that  Xame  which         '"  Idolatrj-  or  atheism, 
implieth  salvation.  ^*'  Such  was  the  case  with  Christ  when 

■  '*>  St  Luke,  xxiii,  46,  laid  in  the  sepulchre. 
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together  against  me,  and  take  their  counsel  to  take 
away  my  Ufe. 

16.  But  my  hope  hath  been  in  thee,  O  Lord;  I 
have  said.  Thou  art  my  God. 

17.  My  time  is  in  thy  hand ;  deliver  me  from  the 
hand  of  mine  enemies,  and  from  them  that  jDersecute 
me. 

18.  Show  thy  servant  the  light  of  thy  counte- 
nance, and  save  me  for  thy  mercies'  sake. 

19.  Let  me  not  be  confounded,  O  Lord,  for  I 
have  called  upon  thee :  let  the  ungodly  be  put  to 
confusion,  and  be  put  to  silence  in  the  grave. 

20.  Let  the  lying  lips  be  put  to  silence,  which 
cruelly,  disdainfully,  and  despitefully  speak  against 
the  righteous. 

21.  O  how  plentiful  is  thy  goodness,  which  thou 
hast  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  thee,  and  that  thou 
hast  prepared  for  them  that  pvit  their  trust  in  thee, 
even  before  the  sons  of  men. 

22.  Thou  shalt  hide  them  privily  by  thine  own 
presence  from  the  provoking  of  all  men :  thou  shalt 
keep  them  secretly  in  thy  tabernacle  from  the  strife 
of  tongues. 

23.  Thanks  be  to  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  shewed 
me  marvellous  great  kindness  in  a  strong  city. 

24.  For  I  said  in  my  haste,  I  am  cut  off  from 
before  thine  eyes :  nevertheless,  thou  heardest  the 
voice  of  my  supplications  when  I  cried  unto  thee. 

25.  O  love  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  saints  ;  for  the 
Lord  preserveth  them  that  are  faitliful,  and  jolen- 
teously  rewardeth  the  proud  doer. 

26.  Be  strong,  and  he  shall  establish  your  heart, 
all  ye  that  put  your  trust  in  the  Lord. 
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O  Lord,  in  whom  we  have  trusted,  the  rock 
of  our  might,  and  our  merciful  God,  be  present 
with  us,  we  beseech  thee,  in  all  dangers  and 
adversities,  both  spiritual  and  temporal :  let  not 
the  overflowings  of  ungodliness  overwhelm  us, 
nor  let  us  sink  under  such  calamities  as  may 
befall  us.  We  know,  O  God,  that  thou  art 
good  and  gracious,  and  of  tender  mercy  towards 
all  who  call  upon  thee ;  we  therefore  pray, 
that  in  all  the  changes  and  chances  of  this 
mortal  life,  we  may  be  kept  by  thy  power, 
through  faith  unto  salvation :  we  pray,  that 
when  thy  chastisements  fall  upon  us,  we  may 
have  grace  to  call  our  ways  to  remembrance,  to 
search  out  our  spirits,  to  try  our  very  hearts 
and  reins,  that  we  may  turn  to  thee  in  all  our 
sadness  of  soul,  fervently  imploring  thy  pardon 
and  forgiveness  for  the  time  past,  and  earnestly 
seeking  for  more  abundant  supplies  of  grace  to 
renovate  our  nature,  and  to  prepare  us  for  that 
great  day  when  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  be 
known ;  and  this  we  humbly  beg  through  the 
merits  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  thy  Son, 
our  Lord.     Amen. 


January.     ^JCtoClttfi^iTOttttft   15aS» 

May.  V 

September.)         PSALM    XXXIL 


St  John  assures  us,  that  if  we  confess  our 
sins,  God  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our 
sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness. 
Encouraged  by  this  assurance,  as  well  as  by  the 
declarations  which  David  makes  in  this  Psalm, 
let  us  draw  nigh  unto  God,  whensoever  those 
inward    monitors   of  conscience    and   remorse 
warn  us  that  we  have  need  of  pardon  and  con- 
solation :  let  us  not  suffer   the  moral  wound 
made  by  sin  to  become  a  putrifying  sore,  but 
seek  the  Lord  while  haply  he  may  be  found. 
Let  us  not  act  like  untameable  animals  who 
must  be  restrained  by  force,  but  like  rational 
creatures  whose  trust  is  in  the  Lord  their  God : 
so  will  a  merciful  God  inform  us  and  guide  us 
in  the  way  wherein  we  should  go,  and  we  shall 
enjoy  the  blessedness  which  results  from  a  sense 
of  reconciliation  with  our  offended  Maker. 

1.  Blessed  is  he  whose  unrighteousness  is  forgiven, 
and  whose  sin  is  covered. 

2.  Blessed   is   the   man   unto    whom    the    Lord 
imputeth  no  sin,  and  in  whose  spirit  there  is  no  guile. 
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3.  For  while  I  held  my  tongiie,  my  bones  con- 
sumed away  through  my  daily  complaining/ 

4.  For  thy  hand  is  heavy  upon  me  day  and  night, 
and  my  moisture  is  like  the  drought  in  summer. 

5.  I  will  acknowledge  my  sin  unto  thee,  and  mine 
unrighteousness  have  I  not  hid. 

6.  I  said,  I  will  confess'  my  sins  unto  the  'Lord; 
and  so  thou  forgavest  the  wickedness  of  my  sin. 

7.  For  this  shall  every  one  that  is  godly  make 
his  prayer  unto  thee,  in  a  time  when  thou  mayest  be 
found  :^  surely,  in  the  floods  of  great  waters,  they 
shall  not  come  nigh  him. 

8.  Thou  art  a  place  to  hide  me  in :  thou  shall 
preserve  me  from  trouble ;  thou  shalt  compass  me 
about  with  songs  of  deliverance. 

9.  ^I  will  inform  thee,  and  teach  thee  in  the  way 
wherein  thou  shalt  go,  and  I  will  gniide  thee  with 
mine  eye. 

10.  ^Be  ye  not  like  to  horse  and  mule,  which  have 
no  understanding,  whose  mouths  must  be  held  with 
bit  and  bridle  lest  they  fall  upon  thee. 

11.  Great  plagues  remain  for  the  ungodly;  but 
whoso  putteth  his  trust  in  the  Lord,  mercy  embraceth 
him  on  every  side. 

12.  Be  glad,  O  ye  righteous,  and  rejoice  in  the 
Lord ;  and  be  joyful  all  ye  that  are  true  of  heart. 

^*^  Such  is  the  misery  of  the  attempt  overwhelmiDg  fear  of  death,  and  terror  of 

to  smother  the  sense  of  guilt  within  our-  judgment, 
selves.  *'^  The  Redeemer  promises  the  direction 

^"  True  penitents  will  be  led  to  make  of  the  Spirit  in  the  way  of  righteousness. 
their  prayer  unto  God  in  an  acceptable        '"  Let  humble  submission  render  seve- 

(ime,  and  shall  thus  be  pieseired  from  an  rity  of  discipline  unnecessary. 
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art  U0  ipraff* 

O  Lord  God,  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth, 
but  yet  whose  property  is  always  to  have  mercy 
and  to  forgive,  Have  mercy,  gracious  God,  upon 
us,  whose  sins  are  great  and  many  :  impute  not 
unto  us  the  offences  which  we  have  multiplied 
against  thee,  for  we  have  erred  and  strayed  from 
thy  ways.  We  have  been  headstrong  in  our 
passions,  sensual  in  our  affections,  lovers  of 
pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God.  O  cleanse 
us  from  our  secret  as  well  as  from  our  glarino; 
sins,  and  preserve  us  from  the  overwhelming 
sorrows  that  await  the  unrighteous  and  impeni- 
tent sinner.  Thy  mercy  reacheth  unto  the 
heavens,  and  thy  faithfulness  unto  the  clouds ; 
O  let  it  then  embrace  us  on  every  side  ;  let  not 
thy  hand  be  heavy  upon  us,  but  guide  us  and 
teach  us  in  the  way  wherein  we  should  go  ;  so 
shall  we  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy  holy  com- 
fort, O  merciful  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  who, 
with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  liveth  and 
reigneth,  now  and  for  evermore.     Amen. 


January.     )  ©toeittS-ififtt)  Sa^* 

May.  V 

September.)      PSALM  XXXIII. 


^Irmontttom 

It  is  a  duty  highly  reasonable,  and  highly 
delightful  to  good  men,  to  praise  the  Lord  for 
his  goodness  as  manifested  in  the  works  of 
creation,  and  for  his  superintending  and  over- 
ruling providence.  If  the  Israelites  were  highly 
favoured  as  the  people  whom  God  hath  chosen 
for  his  inheritance,  so  we,  who  are  members  of 
Christ's  Church,  and  thereby  made  children  of 
God,  have  a  still  more  especial  reason  to  be 
thankful.  St  Paul  tells  us  to  rejoice  in  the 
Lord  always,  and  David,  to  the  same  instruction 
adds,  "  for  it  becometh  well  the  just  to  be 
thankful."  The  certainty  that  God  has  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  all  that  passes  in  the  world,  of  all 
the  thoughts  as  well  as  actions  of  men,  should 
engaofe  us  to  fear  him,  and  to  trust  in  his 
mercy. 

1.  Rejoice  in  the   Lord,  O  ye  righteous,   for  it 
becometh  well  the  just  to  be  thankful. 

2.  Praise  the  Lord  with  harp ;  sing  praises  unto 
him  with  the  lute  and  instrument  of  ten  strings.^  I 

"'   Tliere  is   no   instniment   like  the  rational  soul,  no  melody  like  that  of  well 
tuned  affections. 
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3.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song ;  sing  praises 
lustily  unto  him  with  a  good  courage. 

4.  For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  true,  and  all  his 
works  are  faithful. 

5.  He  loveth  righteousness  and  judgment ;  the 
earth  is  full  of  the  goodness  of  the  Lord. 

6.  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens 
made,  and  all  the  host  of  them  by  the  breath  of  his 
mouth. 

7.  He  gathereth  the  waters  of  the  sea  together, 
as  it  were  upon  an  heap,  and  layeth  up  the  deep  as 
in  a  treasure  house. 

8.  Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord ;  stand  in  awe 
of  him  all  ye  that  dwell  in  the  world. 

9.  For  he  spake,  and  it  was  done ;  he  commanded, 
and  it  stood  fast. 

10.  The  Lord  brlngeth  the  counsel  of  the  heathen 
to  nought,  and  maketh  the  devices  of  the  people  to 
be  of  none  effect,  and  casteth  out  the  counsels  of 
princes. 

11.  The  counsel  of  the  Lord  shall  endure  for  ever, 
and  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  from  generation  to 
generation. 

12.  Blessed  are  the  people  whose  God  is  the  Lord 
Jehovah,  and  blessed  are  the  folk  that  he  hath 
chosen  to  him  to  be  his  inheritance. 

13.  Tlie  Lord  looked  down  from  heaven,  and 
beheld  all  the  children  of  men  from  the  habitation  of 
his  dwelling :  he  considereth  all  them  that  dwell  on 
the  earth.^ 

14.  He  fashioneth  all  the  hearts  of  them,  and 
understandeth  all  their  works. 

**>  The  ever- waking  eye  of  Providence,     witliout  despondenc3',  and  hope   in  him 
which  looketh  on  all,  looketh  with  farour     without  presumption, 
and  loving-kindness  on  such  as  fear  God 
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15.  There  is  no  king  that  can  be  saved  by  the 
multitude  of  an  host ;  neither  is  any  mighty  man 
delivered  by  much  strength. 

1 6.  A  horse  is  covmted  but  a  vain  thing  to  save  a 
man ;  neither  shall  he  deliver  any  man  by  his  great 
strength. 

17-  Behold,  the  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon  them 
that  fear  him,  and  upon  them  that  put  their  trust  in 
his  mercy ; 

18.  To  deliver  their  soul  from  death,  and  to  feed 
them  in  the  time  of  dearth. 

19.  Our  soul  hath  patiently  tarried  for  the  Lord, 
for  he  is  our  help  and  our  shield.^ 

20.  For  our  heart  shall  rejoice  in  him,  because  we 
have  hoped  in  his  holy  Name. 

21.  Let  thy  merciful  kindness,  O  Lord,  be  upon 
us,  like  as  we  do  put  our  trust  in  thee. 


O  Lord  our  God,  who  fillest  heaven  and 
earth  with  thy  goodness,  we  present  ourselves 
before  the  throne  of  thy  majesty  and  glory, 
acknowledging  ourselves  dependent  upon  thee 
for  all  we  have,  and  all  we  hope  for ;  for  the 
many  blessings  and  comforts  of  this  life,  and 
for  the  hopes  and  assurance  of  a  better.  Accept, 
we  humbly  beseech  thee,  of  this  tribute  of  our 
praise  and  adoration  ;  and  pardon,  for  the  sake 
of  Jesus  Christ,  our  great  unworthiness  of  what 

'''  The  righteous  are  here  introduced,     in  faith  and  patience,  waiting  for  the  coming 
declaring  their  fixed  resolution  to  persevere     of  tlicir  Lord  and  Saviour, 
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thou  hast  done  for  us.  Give  us,  we  pray  thee, 
for  the  future  such  a  sense  of  thy  infinite  loving- 
kindness  towards  us  as  may  engage  us  more 
and  more  to  love  and  obey  thee,  and  make  us 
afraid  of  any  thing  which  may  be  displeasing 
in  thy  sight.  O  Lord,  vouchsafe  to  defend  us 
against  the  snares  of  the  devil,  and  the  corrupt 
lusts  and  passions  of  our  unsubdued  nature : 
give  us  a  true  sense  of  the  inestimable  value  of 
our  souls,  and  make  it  the  chief  care  and  con- 
cern of  our  lives  to  work  out  our  salvation  with 
care  and  diligence,  that  when  this  short  life  is 
ended,  we  may  be  numbered  with  thine  elect, 
and  be  made  partakers  of  everlasting  glory, 
through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


January.     ^  CiDCtttB==Si«tt)   Bag, 

May.  V 

September.)      PSALM  XXXIV. 


The  frequent  prosperity  of  the  wicked,  and 
the  troubles  of  the  righteous,  in  this  world, 
strike  powerfully  upon  the  sense,  and  are,  for 
that  reason,  too  apt  to  efface  from  our  minds 
the  notices  given  us  by  faith  of  that  future 
inversion  of  circumstances  which    is    to   take 
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place  after  death.  To  renew,  therefore,  the 
impression  of  such  an  interesting  truth,  the 
redemption  of  the  afflicted,  who  are  of  an 
humble  spirit,  is  often  insisted  on  in  the  course 
of  tliis  Psalm.  "  Thus  saith  the  High  and  Lofty 
One  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  I  dwell  in  the 
high  and  holy  place,  with  him  also  that  is  of  a 
contrite  and  humble  spirit,  to  revive  the  spirit 
of  the  humble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the 
contrite  ones."  Let  us,  then,  alway  give  thanks 
unto  the  Lord,  whether  in  sickness  or  in  health, 
in  prosperity  or  in  adversity. 

1.  I  will  alway  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  ;  his 
praise  shall  ever  be  in  my  mouth. 

2.  My  soul  shall  make  her  boast  in  the  Lord  ; 
the  humble  shall  hear  thereof  and  be  glad. 

3.  O  praise  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  magnify 
his  Name  together. 

4.  I  sought  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  me  ;  yea,  he 
delivered  me  out  of  all  my  fear. 

5.  They   had  an  eye  unto  him,  and  were  ligh- 
tened ;^  and  their  faces  were  not  ashamed. 

6.  Lo  !   the   poor  crieth,  and  the  Lord  heareth 
him,  yea,  and  saveth  him  out  of  all  his  troubles. 

7.  The  angel  of  the  Lord  tarrieth   round   about 
them  that  fear  him,  and  delivereth  them." 

8.  O  taste  and  see  how  gracious  the  Lord  is  ; 
blessed  is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  him. 


"'  Look  towards  Him  with  the  eye  of         '*'  Let  ilic  coiii-ideration  of  these  invi- 
faith,  and  you  shall  be  enlightened.  sible  guardians  restrain  us  from  evil  and 

incite  us  to  good. 
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9.  O  fear  the  Lord,  ye  that  are  his  saints ;  for 
they  that  fear  him  lack  nothing.^ 

10.  The  Hons  do  lack  and  suffer  hunger ;  but  they 
who  seek  the  Lord  shall  want  no  manner  of  thing 
that  is  good.* 

1 1 .  Come,  ye  children,  and  hearken  unto  me  ;  I 
will  teach  you  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

12.  What  man  is  he  that  lusteth  to  live,  and 
would  fain  see  good  days  ? 

13.  Keep  thy  tongue  from  evil,  and  thy  lips,  that 
they  speak  no  guile. 

14.  Eschew  evil  and  do  good  ;  seek  peace  and 
ensue  it. 

15.  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  over  the  righteous, 
and  his  ears  are  open  unto  their  prayers. 

16.  The  countenance  of  the  Lord  is  against  them 
that  do  evil,  to  root  out  the  remembrance  of  them 
from  the  earth. 

17-  The  righteous  cry,  and  the  Lord  heareth 
them,  and  delivereth  them  out  of  all  their  troubles.* 

18.  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  them  that  are  of  a 
contrite  heart,  and  will  save  such  as  be  of  an  humble 
spirit. 

19.  Great  are  the  troubles  of  the  righteous,  but 
the  Lord  delivereth  him  out  of  all. 

20.  He  keepeth  all  his  bones,  so  that  not  one  of 
them  is  broken. 

21.  But  misfortune  shall  slay  the  ungodly,  and 
they  that  hate  the  righteous  shall  be  desolate." 

'"  Lack  nothing  of  what  can  be  called  '■'^  David  was  afflicted,  and  Christ  was 

"  true  riches.'*  afflicted  ;  but  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous 

C*)  Tyrants  and"  oppressors,  who  arc  as  end  in  victory  and  glory. 

lions   in   a  forest,  are    often   reduced    to  ''>  Let  us  consider  the  present  desolation 

want  that  which  they  have  ravished  from  of  the  once  highly-favoured  nation  for  their 

others,  enmity  against  the  King  of  Righteousness. 


PSALM  XXXIV.  93 


22.  The  Lord  delivereth  the  souls  of  his  servants, 
and  all  they  that  put  their  trust  in  him  shall  not  be 
destitute. 


net  U0  prac* 

O  most  merciful  and  gracious  Lord  God, 
whose  eyes  are  over  the  righteous,  and  whose 
ears  are  open  unto  their  prayers,  Give  us,  we 
beseech  thee,  an  humble  heart  and  a  contrite 
spirit  —  a  fear  of  thy  name  —  a  watchfulness 
over  our  tongues  —  a  care  of  our  actions  —  and 
a  zeal  for  thy  service,  that  we  may  depart  from 
evil  and  do  good  ;  thus  seeking  the  peace  of 
God  which  passeth  understanding.  Endue  us, 
O  God,  with  that  meekness  of  spirit,  that  may 
enable  us  to  live  peaceably  with  all  men, 
avoiding  contentions  and  strife,  and  all  uncha- 
ritableness  ;  and  thus  prepare  us,  O  God,  for 
those  heavenly  joys,  which  are  at  thy  right 
hand  for  evermore  ;  to  which  we  pray  thee  to 
exalt  us,  for  the  sake,  and  through  the  merits, 
of  Jesus  Christ,  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour. 
Amen. 


January.      ^^'mtntU^^ttttntff   Siag* 

May.  V 

September.  )  PSALM  XXXV. 


^2imontttoit» 

Throughout  this  Psalm,  the  Psalmist  speaks 
in  the  person  of  the  Messiah,  who,  in  the  days 
of  his  humiliation,  prays  to  his  heavenly  Father 
for  support,  and  vitters,  not  by  way  of  impreca- 
tion,^but  as  prophecy,  many  warnings  of  the 
fate  of  his  adversaries,  of  which,  had  they 
been  mindful,  they  might  have  availed  them- 
selves. Let  us  consider  these  warnings  as 
applying  to  the  enemies  of  Christ's  church  and 
of  Christ's  name,  and  so  take  heed  lest  we  pro- 
voke the  severity  of  God's  wrath  against  us. 
Let  us  be  amongst  those  who  rejoice  at  the  sal- 
vation wrought  out  for  us,  and  who  favour,  by 
promoting,  the  knowledge  of  Christ's  righteous- 
ness, as  the  justifying  means  whereby  sinners 
may  attain  unto  life  everlasting. 

1.  ^Plead  thou  my  cause,  O  Lord,  with  them 
that  strive  with  me,  and  fight  thou  against  them 
that  fight'against  me. 

2.  Lay  hand  upon  the  shield  and  buckler,  and 
stand  up  to  help  me. 

<■>  Thia  prayer  may  be  adopted  by  the  Church  under  persecution,  or  by  the  Chris- 
tian under  temptation. 
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3.  Bring  forth  the  spear,  and  stop  the  way  against 
them  that  persecute  me  ;  say  unto  my  soul,  I  am 
thy  salvation. 

4.  Let  them  be  confounded  and  put  to  shame  that 
seek  after  my  soul  ;  let  them  be  turned  back  and 
brought  to  confusion  that  imagine  mischief  for  me. 

5.  Let  them  be  as  the  dust  before  the  wind,  and 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  scattering  them. 

6.  Let  their  way  be  dark  and  slippery,^  and  let 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  persecute  them. 

7.  For  they  have  privily  laid  their  net  to  destroy 
me  without  a  cause  ;  yea,  even  without  a  cause, 
have  they  made  a  pit  for  my  soul. 

8.  Let  a  sudden  destruction  come  upon  him 
unawares,  and  his  net,  that  he  hath  laid  privily, 
catch  himself,  that  he  may  fall  into  his  own  mis- 
chief.^ 

9.  And,  my  soul,  be  joyful  in  the  Lord  ;  it  shall 
rejoice  in  his  salvation. 

10.  All  my  bones  shall  say.  Lord,  who  is  like 
unto  thee,  who  deliverest  the  poor  from  him  that  is 
too  strong  for  him  ;  yea,  the  poor,  and  him  that  is 
in  misery,  from  him  that  spoileth  him. 

1 1 .  False  witnesses  did  rise  up  ;  they  laid  to  my 
charge  things  that  I  knew  not. 

12.  They  rewarded  me  evil  for  good,  to  the  great 
discomfort  of  my  soul. 

13.  Nevertheless,  when  they  were  sick,  I  put  on 
sackcloth,  and  humbled  my  soul  with  fasting  ;  and 
my  prayer  shall  turn  into  mine  own  bosom.'' 

'  <•'  A   traveller,   beniglited    on   a   bad  the  Romans  should  take  away  their  place 

road,  is  an  expressive  emblem  of  a  sinner  and  nation,  bad  their  place  and  nation 

walking  in  the  slippery  paths  of  tempta-  taken  away  by  those  Romans. 

tion.  <*'  Sin  is  the  sickness  of  a  Christian  : 

<"  The  Jews,  who  crucified  Jesus  lest  by  the  atonement  of  Christ  we  are  healed. 
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14.  I  behaved  myself  as  though  it  had  been  my 
friend  or  my  brother  ;  I  went  heavily,  as  one  that 
mourneth  for  his  mother. 

15.  But  in  mine  adversity  they  rejoiced,  and 
gathered  themselves  together  ;  yea,  the  very  abjects 
came  together  against  me  unawares,  making  mouths 
at  me,  and  ceased  not.^ 

16.  With  the  flatterers  were  busy  mockers,  who 
gnashed  upon  me  with  their  teeth. 

17.  Lord,  how  long  wilt  thou  look  upon  this  :  O 
deliver  my  soul  from  the  calamities  which  they 
bring  on  me,  and  my  darling  from  the  lions. 

18.  So  will  I  give  thee  thanks  in  the  great  con- 
gregation ;  I  will  praise  thee  among  much  jieople.^ 

19.  Let  not  them  that  are  mine  enemies  wrong- 
fully rejoice  over  me  ;  neither  let  them  wink  with 
the  eye  that  hate  me  without  a  cause. 

20.  And  why  ?  their  communing  is  not  for  peace  ; 
but  they  imagine  deceitful  words  against  them  that 
are  quiet  in  the  land. 

21.  They  gaped  upon  me  with  their  mouths,  and 
said,  Fie  on  thee,  fie  on  thee,  we  saw  it  with  our 
eyes. 

22.  This  thou  hast  seen,  O  Lord  :  hold  not  thy 
tongue,  then  ;  go  not  far  from  me,  O  Lord. 

23.  Awake,  and  stand  up  to  judge  my  quarrel ; 
avenge  thou  my  cause,  my  God  and  my  Lord. 

24.  Judge  me,  O  Lord  my  God,  according  to  thy 
righteousness,  and  let  them  not  triumph  over  me. 

25.  Let  them  not  say  in  their  hearts,  There,  there, 


<*>  When  the  blessed  Jesus  was  suffer-  '"'  Our  Lord  predicteth  the  praise  and 
ing  for  the  sins  of  men,  he  was  insulted  glory  that  should  accrue  to  God  in  the 
by  those  for  whose  sins  he  suffered.  Church   after   his    resurrection,    by    the 

preaching  of  the  Apostles. 
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SO  would  we  have  it ;  neither  let  them  say,  We  have 
devoured  him. 

26.  Let  them  be  put  to  confusion  and  shame 
together,  that  rejoice  at  my  trouble  ;  let  them  be 
clothed  with  rebuke  and  dishonour,  that  boast  them- 
selves against  me. 

27.  Let  them  be  glad  and  rejoice,  that  favour  my 
righteous  dealing;''  yea,  let  them  say  alway.  Blessed 
be  the  Lord,  who  hath  pleasure  in  the  prosperity  of 
his  servant. 

28.  And  as  for  my  tongue,  it  shall  be  talking  of 
thy  righteousness,  and  of  thy  praise  all  the  day  long. 


net  U0  praut 

O  God,  whose  blessed  Son  endured  the  con- 
tradiction of  sinners,  that  he  might  make  us 
thy  children,  and  heirs  of  everlasting  glory  ; 
endue  our  hearts,  we  beseech  thee,  with  pro- 
found humility  and  love,  in  contemplating  this 
his  inestimable  mercy  towards  mankind.  Take 
us  out  of  the  slippery  paths  of  sin  and  vice, 
and  lead  us,  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  strait 
and  narrow  way  that  leadeth  to  eternal  life. 
Make  us  to  rejoice  in  the  salvation  thou  hast 
wrought  for  us,  and  to  take  delight  in  pro- 
claiming it  among  those  who  have  not  known 
thy  name.  And  let  thy  praises  be  ever  in  our 
mouth,  whilst  our  hearts  being  subdued  unto 
righteousness,  we  may  bring  forth  the  fruits 

"'  Let  them  sing  and  rejoice  that  take  delight  in  my  rigliteousiiess  or  justification. 
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thereof,  in  all  holy  living,  and  may  daily  be 
more  and  more  conformed  to  thy  blessed  Son  ; 
to  whom,  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be 
honour,  glory,  and  praise,  now  and  for  ever- 
more.    Amen. 


January.      ^  5riU^nt»=i5ig1&tt)  39a»» 

May.  y 

September.  J  PSALM  XXXVI. 


^timonttton* 

Tliis  Psalm  may  be  divided  into  two  parts. 
In  the  first  four  verses,  the  prophet  declares  bis 
conviction,  that  all  wickedness  proceedeth  from 
the  absence  of  the  fear  of  God,  in  him  who 
commits  it — that  fear  being  a  principle  which, 
if  predominant  in  the  man,  will  restrain  him 
from  transgression  ;  he  declares  the  exceeding 
deceitfulness  of  sin,  which  renders  us  blind  to 
our  own  wickedness.  In  the  second  part,  the 
Psalmist  sets  forth  the  boundless  extent  of 
God's  mercy,  unto  such  as  love  and  fear  him  ; 
and  in  the  last  verse  he  pi*ophesies  the  final 
overthrow  of  the  wicked. 


PSALM  XXXVI.  99 


PART  FIRST. 

1.  My  heart  sheweth  me  the  wickedness  of  the 
ungodly,  that  there  is  no  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes. 

2.  For  he  flattereth  himself  in  his  own  sight,  until 
his  abominable  sin  he  found  out. 

3.  The  words  of  his  mouth  are  unrighteous,  and 
full  of  deceit ;  he  hath  left  off  to  behave  himself 
wisely,  and  to  do  good. 

4.  He  imagineth  mischief  upon  his  bed,  and  hath 
set  himself  in  no  good  way :  neither  doth  he  aljhor 
any  thing  that  is  evil. 

PART   SECOND,, 

5.  Thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  reacheth  unto  the  heavens, 
and  thy  faithfulness  unto  the  clouds. 

6.  Thy  righLeousness^  standeth  like  the  strong 
mountains  :  thy  judgments  are  like  the  great  deep. 

7.  Thou,  Lord,  shalt  save  both  man  and  beast : 
how  excellent  is  thy  mercy,  O  God  ;  and  the  chil- 
dren of  men  shall  put  their  trust  under  the  shadow 
of  thy  wings. 

8.  They  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  plenteousness 
of  thy  house  ;  and  thou  shalt  give  them  drink  of  thy 
pleasures  as  out  of  the  river.^ 

9.  For  with  thee  is  the  well  of  life,  and  in  thy 
light  shall  we  see  light. 

10.  O  continue  forth  thy  loving-kindness  unto 
them  that  know  thee,  and  thy  righteousness'  unto 
them  that  are  true  of  heart. 


^'>   Or  justice.  <"'    In  heaven  alone  can  tlie  thirst  of  an 

'*'  Or  justification.  immortal  soul  Ije  satisfied. 
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11.  O  let  not  the  foot  of  jiride  come  against  me  ;* 
and  let  not  the  hand  of  the  ungodly  cast  me  down. 

12.  There  are  they  fallen,  all  that  work  wicked- 
ness ;  they  are  cast  down,  and  shall  not  be  able  to 
stand. 


O  God,  whose  mercy  reacheth  unto  the 
heavens,  and  thy  righteousness  unto  the  clouds, 
teach  us  to  abhor  every  thing  that  is  evil ;  and 
to  set  ourselves  with  diligence  and  sincerity  in 
every  good  way.  Let  our  morning  and  evening 
thoughts  be  devoted  to  thy  service,  and  let  the 
love  and  fear  of  thy  holy  Name  be  so  inwardly 
grafted  on  our  hearts,  that  thou  mayest  con- 
tinue forth  thy  loving-kindness  towards  us  all 
the  days  of  our  life,  and  that  we  may  at  last  be 
satisfied  with  the  plenteousness  of  thy  house, 
and  may  drink  of  the  rivers  of  pleasure  which 
are  at  thy  right  hand  for  evermore,  through 
Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Almighty  God,  the  fountain  of  all  wisdom, 
who  knowest  our  necessities  before  we  ask,  and 
our  ignorance  in  asking,  we  beseech  thee  to 
have  compassion  on  our  infirmities  ;  and  those 
things  which,  for  our  unworthiness,  we  dare 
not,  and  for  our  blindness  we  cannot  ask, 
vouchsafe  to  give  us,  for  the  worthiness  of  thy 
Son,  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.     Amen. 

'*'   Either  from  within,  or  from  without. 


January. 
May. 

September. 


} 
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^2nnonttiom 

Man  is  too  short-sighted  in  spiritual  matters 
to  be  able  to  judge  rightly  of  the  ways  of  Pro- 
vidence. We  must  not  draw  rash  conclusions 
from  seeing  wickedness  prevalent,  and  wicked 
men  triumphant,  in  this  world.  Faith  and 
patience  assure  us  that  there  is  a  God  that 
judgeth  the  earth,  and  that  there  is  a  reward 
laid  up  for  the  righteous  ;  and  although  the 
good  man  may  have  many  troubles,  which  are 
to  him  as  trials,  purifying  his  faith  and  his  love, 
yet  the  Lord  will  support  him.  He  will  order 
his  goings,  and  make  his  way  acceptable  unto 
himself 


1.  Fret  not  thyself  because  of  the  ungodly, 
neither  be  thou  envious  against  the  evil-doers  ; 

2.  For  they  shall  soon  be  cut  down  like  the  grass, 
and  be  withered  even  as  the  green  herb. 

3.  Put  thou  thy  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  be  doing 
good ;  dwelP  in  the  land,  and  verily  thou  shalt  be 
fed. 

•  *"  So  lung  as  thou  dwellest. 
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4.  Delight  thou  in  the  Lord,  and  he  shall  give 
thee  thy  heart's  desire. 

5.  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord,  and  put  thy 
trust  in  him,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass. 

6.  He  shall  make  thy  righteousness  as  clear  as  the 
light ;  and  thy  just  dealing  as  the  noon  day. 

7.  Hold  thee  still  in  the  Lord,  and  abide  patiently 
upon  him  ;  but  grieve  not  thyself  at  him  whose  way 
doth  prosper,  against  the  man  that  doeth  after  evil 
counsels. 

8.  Leave  off  from  wrath,  and  let  go  displeasure  : 
fret  not  thyself,  else  shalt  thou  be  moved  to  do  evil. 

9.  Wicked  doers  shall  be  rooted  out ;  and  they 
that  patiently  abide  the  Lord,  those  shall  inherit  the 
land. 

10.  Yet  a  little  while,  and  the  ungodly  shall  be 
clean  gone :  thou  shalt  look  after  his  place,  and  he 
shall  be  away. 

11.  But  the  meek-spirited  shall  possess  the  earth, 
and  shall  be  refieshed  in  the  multitude  of  peace. 

12.  The  ungodly  seeketh  counsel  against  the  just, 
and  gnasheth  vipon  him  with  his  teeth.^ 

13.  The  Lord  shall  laugh  him  to  scorn  ;  for  he  hath 
seen  that  his  day  is  coming. 

14.  The  ungodly  have  drawn  out  the  sword,  and 
have  bent  their  bow ;  to  cast  down  the  poor  and 
needy,  and  to  slay  such  as  are  of  a  right  conversa- 
tion. 

1 5.  Their  sword  shall  go  through  their  own  heart ; 
and  their  bow  shall  be  broken. 

16.  A  small  thing  that  the  righteous  hath,  is 
better  than  great  riches  of  the  ungodly. 

^''    Or  laycth  plots. 
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17.  For  the  arms  of  the  ungodly  shall  be  broken ; 
and  the  Lord  upholdeth  the  righteous. 

18.  The  Lord  knoweth  the  days  of  the  godly,  and 
their  inheritance  shall  endure  for  ever. 

1 9.  They  shall  not  be  confounded  in  the  perilous 
time ;  and  in  the  days  of  death  they  shall  have 
enough. 

20.  As  for  the  ungodlj'',  they  shall  perish,  and  the 
enemies  of  the  Lord  shall  consume  as  the  fat  of 
lambs  :  yea,  even  as  the  smoke  shall  they  consume 
away. 

21.  The  ungodly  borroweth,  and  payelh  not 
again  ;  but  the  righteous  is  merciful  and  liberal. 

22.  Such  as  are  blessed  of  God  shall  possess  the     | 
land ;  and  they  that  are   cursed   of  him  shall  be 
rooted  out.  '.\ 

23.  The  Lord  ordereth  a  good  man's  going,  and  'j 
maketh  his  way  acceptable  to  himself.  jj 

24.  Though  he  fall  he  shall  not  be  cast  away  ;  for  !i 
the  Lord  upholdeth  him  with  his  hand.  jj 

25.  I  have  been  young,  and  now  am  old  ;  and  yet  \\ 
saw  I  never  the  righteous  forsaken,  nor  his  seed  ij 
begging  their  bread.  ! 

26.  The  righteous  is  ever  merciful,  and  lendeth  ;  j} 
and  his  seed  is  blessed.  .1 

27.  Flee  from  evil,  and  do  the  thing  that  is  good,  \\ 
and  dwell  for  evermore.  ,1 

28.  For  the  Lord  loveth  the  thing  that  is  right ;    1 1 
he  forsaketh  not  his  that  be  godly,  but  they  are 
preserved  for  ever. 

29.  The  imrighteous  shall  be  punished ;  as  for  the 
seed  of  the  ungodly,  it  shall  be  rooted  out.  j 

30.  The  righteous  shall    inherit  the   land,    and    I 
dwell  therein  for  ever. 
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31.  The  mouth  of  the  righteous  is  exercised  in 
wisdom,  and  his  tongue  will  be  talking  of  judgment. 

32.  The  law  of  his  God  is  in  his  heart,  and  his 
goings  shall  not  slide. 

33.  The  ungodly  seeth  the  righteous,  and  seeketh 
occasion  to  slay  him. 

34.  The  Lord  will  not  leave  him  in  his  hand,  nor 
condemn  him  when  he  is  judged. 

35.  Hope  thou  in  the  Lord,  and  keep  his  way, 
and  he  shall  promote  thee,  that  thou  shalt  possess 
the  land  ;  when  the  ungodly  shall  perish,  thou  shalt 
see  it. 

36.  I  myself  have  seen  the  ungodly  in  great 
power,  and  flourishing  like  a  gi-een  bay  tree. 

37-  I  went  by,  and,  lo  !  he  was  gone ;  I  sought 
him,  but  his  place  could  no  where  be  found. 

38.  Keep  innocency,  and  take  heed  unto  the  thing 
that  is  right,  for  that  shall  bring  a  man  peace  at  the 
last. 

39.  As  for  the  transgressors,  they  shall  perish 
together  ;  and  the  end  of  the  ungodly  is,  they  shall 
be  rooted  out  at  the  last. 

40.  But  the  salvation  of  the  righteous  cometh  of 
the  Lord,  who  is  also  their  strength  in  the  time  of 
trouble. 

41.  And  the  Lord  shall  stand  by  them  and  save 
them  :  he  shall  deliver  them  from  the  ungodly,  and 
shall  save  them,  because  they  put  their  trust  in  him. 


O  Almighty  God,  who  never  forsakest  the 
godly,  but  preservest  them   for  ever,  let  thy 
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law  be  in  our  hearts,  grounded  and  fixed,  that 
we  may  keep  innocency,  and  take  heed  to  the 
thing  that  is  right :  order  our  goings,  and  make 
our  way  acceptable  to  thyself,  that  we,  delight- 
ing in  thee  alone,  committing  our  ways  wholly 
to  thy  providence,  and  putting  our  trust  in  thy 
mercies,  may  not  be  confounded  in  the  perilous 
time,  but  may  be  refreshed  in  the  multitude  of 
peace;  and  when,  through  the  infirmities  of 
our  nature,  we  fall,  yet  cast  us  not  away,  O 
God,  in  thy  displeasure,  but  uphold  us  by  thy 
Spirit,  for  thou  art  our  strength.  Stand  by  us, 
then,  O  God,  and  save  us ;  let  not  Satan  have 
dominion  over  us,  but  bring  us  at  the  last  day 
to  thy  heavenly  rest,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen. 


January. 
May. 

September. 


} 


PSALM  XXXVIII. 


^lymonttton. 


By  comparing  this  Psalm  with  several  pas- 
sages in  the  Gospels,  we  shall  perceive  how 
exactly  the  sufferings  of  the  blessed  Jesus  in 
his  human  nature  are  here  shadowed  forth  to 
us  sinners,  for  whose  sake  our  Saviour  under- 
went these  sufferings.       A  meditation  on  this 
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Psalm  is  highly  necessary.  No  pain  is  so 
sharp,  no  misery  so  great,  as  that  which  comes 
from  a  deep  sense  of  sin  ;  a  wounded  spirit 
who  can  bear  ?  But  then,  such  wounds  become 
useful  if  they  produce  contrition  of  soul — if 
they  lead  us  to  humble  ourselves  in  the  sight 
of  God  ;  for  if  we  confess  our  sins,  God  is 
faithful  and  just  to  forgive  them.  He  is  the 
Father  of  mercies,  the  God  of  all  comfort ;  and 
when  earthly  friends  stand  aloof,  he  supports, 
by  his  Holy  Spirit,  those  who  fly  to  him  for 
succour. 

1.  Put  me  not  to  rebuke,  O  Lord,  in  thine  anger ; 
neither  chasten  me  in  thy  heavy  displeasure."^ 

2.  For  thine  arrows  stick  fast  in  me  ;  and  thy 
hand  presseth  me  sore. 

3.  There  is  no  health  in  my  flesh,  because  of  thy 
displeasure  ;  neither  is  there  any  rest  in  my  bones, 
by  reason  of  my  sin.^ 

4.  For  my  wickednesses  are  gone  over  my  head  ; 
and  are  like  a  sore  burden,  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear. 

5.  My  wounds  stink,  and  are  corrupt  through  my 
foolishness.^ 

6.  I  am  brought  into  so  great  trouble  and  misery, 
that  I  go  mourning  all  the  day  long. 

7.  For  my  loins  are  filled  with  a  sore  disease ; 
and  there  is  no  whole  part  in  my  body. 


<■>  The  petition  here  preferred  is,  that  '''  Sin  is  the  wound  of  the  soul,  wliich 
God  would  not  condemn  as  a  judge,  but  must  be  washed  with  the  tears  of  repen- 
chasten  as  a  father.  tance,  and  healed  by  the  blood  of  Christ. 

"'  The  terms  health  and  sickness  refer 
here  to  the  soul. 
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8.  I  am  feeble  and  sore  smitten ;  I  have  roared 
for  the  very  disquietness  of  my  heart. 

9.  Lord,  thou  knovv^est  all  my  desire,  and  my 
groaning  is  not  hid  from  thee/ 

10.  My  heart  panteth,  my  strength  hath  failed 
me,  and  the  sight  of  mine  eyes  is  gone  from  me. 

11.  My  lovers  and  my  neighbours  did  stand 
looking  upon  my  trouble  ;  and  my  kinsmen  stood 
afar  off.* 

12.  They  also  that  sought  after  my  life,  laid 
snares  for  me  ;  and  they  that  went  about  to  do  me 
evil,  talked  of  wickedness,  and  imagined  deceit  all 
the  day  long.® 

13.  As  for  me,  I  was  like  a  deaf  man,  and  heard 
not ;  and  as  one  that  is  dumb,  who  doth  not  open 
his  mouth. 

14.  I  became  even  as  a  man  that  heareth  not ; 
and  in  whose  mouth  are  no  reproofs. 

15.  For  in  thee,  O  Lord,  have  I  jDut  my  trust : 
thou  shalt  answer  for  me,  O  Lord  my  God. 

16.  I  have  required  that  they,  even  mine  enemies, 
should  not  triumph  over  me ;  for  when  my  foot 
slipped  they  rejoiced  greatly  against  me. 

17.  For  I  am  ready  to  halt,  and  my  sorrow  is 
continually  before  me. 

18.  For  I  will  confess  my  wickedness,  and  be 
sorry  for  my  sin. 

19.  But  mine  enemies  live,  and  are  mighty;  and 
they  that  hate  me  wrongfully,  are  many  in  number. 


">  The  desires  and  grofins  of  the  peni- 
tent are  known  to  God. 

<*'  A  body  afflicted  with  a  noisome 
distemper,    and    a    soul   humiliated    on 


account   of    sin,   find    but    few   earthly 
friends. 

'^^  For  the  justness  of  the  application 
of  these  verses  to  our  Saviour,  see  Matt. 
xxvi.  ,5G,  and  Luke,  xxiii.  4.0, 
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20.  They  also  that   reward   evil  for   good   are 
against  me,  because  I  follow  the  thing  that  good  is. 

21.  Forsake  me  not,  O  Lord  my  God  ;  be  not 
thou  far  from  me. 

22.  Hasten  thee  to  help  me,  O  Lord  God  of  my 
salvation. 


O  Lord,  who  knowest  all  our  desires,  and 
from  whom  our  sorrows  are  not  hid,  we  confess 
before  thee  the  many  sins  and  wickednesses 
which  we,  from  time  to  time,  most  grievously 
have  committed,  by  thought,  word,  and  deed, 
against  thy  Divine  Majesty.  Our  transgressions 
are  a  sore  burden,  too  heavy  for  us  to  bear ; 
but  our  trust  is  in  thy  merits,  O  blessed  Jesus. 
Put  us  not  to  rebuke,  O  Lord,  at  the  awful  day 
of  judgment.  Let  the  mantle  of  thy  righteous- 
ness be  cast  over  us,  and  make  us  glad  with 
the  joy  of  thy  countenance ;  so  shall  we  sing 
eternal  halleluiahs  to  thy  praise,  who  livest 
and  reignest  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  one  God,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


January.     ^  EftiVtVi'^V^t  JiffB. 

May.  y 

3      PSALM  XXXIX. 


^iimonittoit* 

The  uncertain  duration  of  human  hfe,  and 
the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  all  earthly  pursuits, 
appear  to  have  been  forcibly  brought  to  the 
Psalmist's  mind,  when  he  says,  "  my  heart  was 
hot  within  me."  Whether  it  were  grief,  or 
sickness,  or  from  whatever  cause  it  was  that 
these  vivid  impressions  of  the  transitory  nature 
of  this  life  arose,  it  is  no  matter  for  us  to 
inquire  :  suffice  it  that  we,  being  always  sensible 
of  the  shortness  of  our  days,  pray  to  Almighty 
God,  that  whatever  of  spiritual  life  within  us 
hath  been  decayed  by  the  fraud  and  malice  of 
the  devil,  or  by  our  own  carnal  will  and  frailty, 
may  be  renew^ed  before  we  go  hence  and  be  no 
more  seen. 

1.  I  said,  I  will  take  heed  to  my  ways,  that  I 
offend  not  in  my  tongvie. 

2.  I  will  keep  my  mouth  as  it  were  with  a  bridle, 
while  the  ungodly  is  in  my  sight. 

3.  I  held  my  tongue,  and  spake  nothing ;  I  kept 
silence,  yea  even  from  good  words,  but  it  was  pain 
and  grief  to  me.* 

'"    There  is  a  time  to  keep  silence,  because  there  are  men  who  will  not  hear, — this 
causes  grief  to  a  pious  heart. 
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4.  My  heart  was  hot  within  me,  and  while  I  was 
thus  musing  the  fire  kindled ;  and  at  the  last  I  spake 
with  my  tongue. 

5.  Lord,  let  me  know  mine  end,  and  the  number 
of  my  days,  that  I  may  be  certified  how  long  I  have 
to  live. 

6.  Behold,  thou  hast  made  my  days  as  it  were 
a  span  long ;  and  mine  age  is  even  as  nothing  in 
respect  of  thee ;  and  verily  every  man  living  is 
altogether  vanity.^ 

7.  For  man  walketh  in  a  vain  shadow,  and 
disqiiieteth  himself  in  vain ;  he  heapeth  up  riches, 
and  cannot  tell  who  shall  gather  them. 

8.  And  now.  Lord,  what  is  my  hope  ?  Truly  my 
hope  is  even  in  thee. 

9.  Deliver  me  from  all  mine  offences,  and  make 
me  not  a  rebuke  unto  the  foolish. 

10.  I  became  dumb,  and  opened  not  my  mouth, 
for  it  was  thy  doing. 

11.  Take  thy  plague  aM^T-y  from  me;  I  am  even 
consumed  by  the  means  of  thy  heavy  hand. 

12.  When  thou  with  rebukes  dost  chasten  man 
for  sin,  thou  makest  his  beauty  to  consume  away, 
like  as  it  were  a  molh  fretting  a  garment ;  every 
man,  therefore,  is  but  vanity.^ 

13.  Hear  my  prayer,  O  Lord,  and  with  thine 
ears  consider  my  calling  :  hold  not  thy  peace  at  my 
tears ; 


'•)  The   mortal  state  of  man  is  com-  liable  to  vanish  at  the  interposition  of  a 

pounded  of  light  and  darkness  ;  seeming  cloud. 

to  be   something,  when  really  it  is  no-         ")   The  body  of  man  is  as  a  garment  to 

thing ;  always  altering — and  ending  on  a  the  soul,  which  wears  away  either  by  lin- 

sudden  ;  sure  to  continue  no  longer  than  gering  disease,  or  by  the  slow  and  silent 

while  the  sun  is  above  the  horizon,  but  devastations  of  time. 
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14.  For    I    am    a    stranger    with   thee,    and   a 
sojourner,  as  all  my  fathers  were. 

15.  O  spare  me  a  little,  that  I  may  recover  my 
strength,  before  I  go  hence,  and  be  no  more  seen. 


net  U0  prap« 

O  eternal  God,  who  art  without  beginning 
or  end  of  days  ;  thou  hast  given  us  a  short 
portion  of  time  in  the  generations  of  this 
world  :  our  condition  here  is  vain,  unsatisfying, 
and  full  of  disquiet ;  and  we  have  no  hope  but 
in  thee,  O  Lord.  O  teach  us  to  number  our 
days,  to  remember,  and  to  know  our  end,  that 
so  we  may  never  sin  against  thee  ;  and  grant 
that  we  may  live  as  always  dying,  mortifying 
our  souls  and  bodies,  and  bridling  our  tongues 
and  affections  :  and  that,  instead  of  heaping  up 
riches  on  earth,  we  may  have  our  treasure  in 
heaven,  laid  up  in  store  against  the  time  to 
come  ;  that  our  strength  being  regained,  and 
our  peace  with  God  sealed,  when  we  go  hence 
and  are  no  more  seen,  we  may  dwell  in  those 
mansions  prepared  for  the  blessed  children  of 
God,  through  the  merits  and  sufferings  of 
Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and  Saviour.     Amen. 


February.    ~)     J^tV^t    TBat** 

June. 


} 


October.      )      PSALM   XL. 


^2rmonittott» 

The  circumstance  of  three  verses  of  this 
Psahii  being  quoted  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  in  reference  to  the  inadequacy  of 
animal  sacrifices,  and  the  necessity  for  a  more 
perfect  atonement  for  sin,  proves  that  the 
Psalmist  speaks  prophetically  in  the  person  of 
the  Messiah  ;  and  we  may  regard  the  whole 
Psalm  as  referring  either  to  Christ  or  the 
Church  ;  to  the  afflictions  and  troubles  which 
Christ  endured,  or  to  those  which  the  Church 
has  to  endure ;  also  to  the  wondrous  works 
which  God,  in  his  mercy  towards  mankind, 
hath  wrought  for  the  redemption  of  our  souls. 
Our  sins  were  those  which  were  laid  upon  the 
Saviour  when  he  exclaims,  in  the  words  of  the 
prophet,  "  they  are  more  numerous  than  the 
hairs  of  my  head."  O  let  us  then  value  the 
mercy  of  our  dear  Redeemer ;  he  hath  saved 
us  from  the  horrible  pit ;  he  hath  set  our  feet 
upon  a  rock,  and  ordered  our  goings,  if  so  be 
that  we  believe  and  repent,  and  are  obedient 
to  his  commands. 
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1.  I  waited  patiently  for  the  Lord,  and  he 
incHned  unto  me,  and  heard  my  calling. 

2.  He  brought  me  also  out  of  the  horrible  pit, 
out  of  the  mire  and  clay,  and  set  my  feet  upon  the 
rock,  and  ordered  my  goings.^ 

3.  And  he  hath  put  a  new  song  in  my  mouth, 
even  a  thanksQivino'  unto  our  God. 

4.  Many  shall  see  it,  and  fear,  and  shall  jjut  their 
trust  in  the  Lord. 

5.  Blessed  is  the  man  that  hath  set  his  hope  in 
the  Lord,  and  turned  not  unto  the  proud,  and  to 
such  as  go  about  with  lies. 

6.  O  Lord  my  God,  great  are  the  wondrous 
works  which  thou  hast  done ;  like  "as  be  also  thy 
thoughts  which  are  to  us-ward ;  they  cannot  be 
reckoned  up  in  order  unto  thee.^ 

7.  If  I  should  declare  them,  and  speak  of  them, 
they  should  be  more  than  I  am  able  to  express. 

8.  Sacrifice  and  meat-offering  thou  wouldest  not, 
but  mine  ears  hast  thou  opened.* 

9.  Burnt-offerings  and  sacrifice  for  sin  hast  thou 
not  required  :  then  said  I,  lo  !  I  come. 

10.  In  the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of 
me,  that  I  should  fulfil  thy  will,  O  my  God :  I  am 
content  to  do  it  ;  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart. 

11.  I  have  declared  thy  righteousness  in  the 
great  congregation ;  lo,  I  will  not  refrain  my  lips, 
O  Lord,  and  that  thou  knowest. 

12.  I  have  not  hid  thy  righteousness  within  my 


*''   He  delivers  us  from  the  grave,  from     saiictification,  of  preservation  here  below, 
the  mire  of  sin,  and  the  clay  of  misery.  and  of  future  glorification. 

'*'    Works  of  creation,  redemption,  and         *''    Thou  hast  made  me  obedient. 
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heart :  my  talk  hath  been  of  thy  truth  and  of  thy 
salvation. 

13.  I  have  not  kept  back  thy  loving  mercy  and 
truth  from  the  great  congTegation. 

14.  Withdraw  not  thou  thy  mercy  from  me, 
O  Lord:  let  thy  loving-kindness  and  thy  truth 
alway  preserve  me. 

15.  For  innumerable  troubles  are  come  about  me  ; 
my  sins  have  taken  such  hold  upon  me  that  I  am 
not  able  to  look  up  :  yea,  they  are  more  in  number 
than  the  hairs  of  my  head,  and  my  heart  hath  failed 
me. 

16.  O  Lord,  let  it  be  thy  pleasure  to  deliver  me  ; 
make  haste,  O  Lord,  to  help  me. 

17.  Let  them  be  ashamed  and  confounded  to- 
gether that  seek  after  my  soul  to  destroy  it ;  let 
them  be  driven  backward,  and  put  to  rebuke  that 
wish  me  evil.* 

18.  Let  them  be  desolate  and  rewarded  with 
shame,  that  say  unto  me.  Fie  upon  thee,  fie  upon 
thee. 

19.  Let  all  those  that  seek  thee  be  joyful  and 
glad  in  thee  ;  and  let  such  as  love  thy  salvation  say 
alway,  The  Lord  be  praised. 

20.  As  for  me,  I  am  poor  and  needy,  but  the 
Lord  careth  for  me.^ 

21.  Thou  art  ray  helper  and  redeemer  ;  make  no 
long  tarrying,  O  my  God. 

"'  The  17th,  18th,  and  19th  verses  '''  We  are  to  suppose  the  Messiah  as 
are  prophetical,  and  may  apply  to  the  still  suffering  in  his  mystical  body,  the 
enemies  of  Christ's  Church.  Church. 


PSALM  XL. 


115 


act  U0  pvav* 

O  Lord  our  God,  whose  works  are  wondrous, 
and  whose  thoughts  which  are  to  us- ward  are 
full  of  mercy ;  we  adore  and  magnify  thy 
glorious  Name,  thine  infinite  perfections,  and 
thy  merciful  loving-kindness  towards  the  fallen 
sons  of  Adam  :  Thou,  O  Lord,  hast  dealt  most 
graciously  with  us  ;  thou  hast  borne  our  ini- 
quities, which  are  more  in  number  than  the 
hairs  of  our  head ;  thou  hast  saved  us  from 
the  pit  of  eternal  misery,  and  hast  placed  our 
justification  upon  the  Rock,  Christ  Jesus. 
Keep  us,  O  God,  we  beseech  thee,  steadfast 
in  thy  faith  and  fear  ;  teach  us  to  cling  to  the 
hope  that  is  set  before  us ;  and  do  thou, 
O  God,  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  so  oi'der  our 
goings  as  to  make  our  way  acceptable  to 
thyself  Let  not  our  spiritual  enemies  have 
dominion  over  us,  but  when  they  assault  us, 
be  thou,  O  God,  present  with  us  ;  make  no 
long  tarrying,  O  God,  our  Saviour,  but  let 
thy  faithfulness  and  truth  be  our  shield  and 
buckler ;  and  grant,  O  God,  that  we  may 
rejoice  for  evermore  in  thy  holy  comfort, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.     Amen. 


February.    1      ^^fonlV   ®aB» 

June.  > 

October.      S       PSALM  XLI. 


^l»monttton« 

As  the  Lord  hath  had  compassion  upon  us, 
he  expects  that   we  should   have   compassion 
upon  our  fellow-creatures  :   and   to   encourage 
us  thereto,  and  to  incite  us  to  acts  of  kindness 
to   the   poor    and   needy,   he    hath    declared, 
"  Forasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it 
even  unto  me."     An  exemption  from  sickness 
and  sorrow  is  not  promised  to  the  children  of 
God,  but  strength  and  comfort  are  given  them 
from  above  to  support  and  carry  them  through 
their  afflictive  trials  in  this  world ;  and  in  the 
world  to  come  they  shall,  through  the  merits  of 
Christ,  be  set  before  the  face  of  God  for  ever. 
From  the  5th  verse  to  the  end  of  the  Psalm, 
the    Psalmist    speaks    in   the    person    of    the 
Messiah  :  the  9th  verse  contains  the  Scripture 
which  our  blessed  Saviour  applied  to  Judas. 

1.  Blessed  is  he  that  considereth  the  poor  and 
needy :  the  Lord  shall  deliver  him  in  the  time  of 
trouble. 

2.  The  Lord  preserve  him,  and  keep  him  alive. 
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that  he  may  be  blessed  upon  earth  ;  and  deUver  not 
thou  him  into  the  will  of  his  enemies. 

3.  The  Lord  comfort  him  when  he  lieth  sick 
upon  his  bed :  make  thou  all  his  bed  in  his  sick- 
ness. 

4.  I  said,  Lord,  be  merciful  unto  me  ;  heal  my 
soul,  for  I  have  sinned  against  thee. 

5.  Mine  enemies*  speak  evil  of  me  :  when  shall 
he  die,  and  his  name  perish  ? 

6.  And  if  he  come  to  see  me,  he  speaketh  vanity, 
and  his  heart  conceiveth  falsehood  within  himself; 
and  when  he  cometh  forth  he  telleth  it. 

7.  All  mine  enemies  whisper  together  against 
me  ;  even  against  me  do  they  imagine  this  evil. 

8.  Let  the  sentence  of  guiltiness  proceed  against 
him ;  and  now  that  he  lieth,  let  him  rise  up  no  more. 

9.  Yea,  even  mine  own  familiar  friend,  whom  I 
trusted,  who  did  also  eat  of  my  bread,  hath  laid 
great  wait  for  me." 

10.  But  be  thou  merciful  unto  me,  O  Lord  ;  raise 
thou  me  up  again,  and  I  shall  reward  them.^ 

1 1 .  By  this  I  know  that  thou  favourest  me,  that 
mine  enemy  doth  not  triumjDh  against  me. 

12.  And  when  I  am  in  my  health  thou  upholdest 
me,  and  shalt  set  me  before  thy  face  for  ever. 

13.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 


f   Mine   enemies, — that  is,  the  ene-     can  do  her  no  liami  until  her  pretended 
mles  of  Christ  and  of  his  Church,  saying,     friends  have  betrayed  her. 
When  shall,  &c.  '''   This  is  prophetical  of  the  destruc- 

<•'   The  open   enemies   of  tlic   Church     lion  which,  at  the  last  day,  shall  fall  upon 

the  enemies  of  Christ's  Church. 
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net  ii!9  pvav* 

O  blessed  Jesus,  Saviour  of  the  world,  be 
merciful  unto  us,  and  heal  us,  for  we  have 
sinned  against  thee,  and  are  no  more  worthy  to 
be  called  thy  children.  O  make  us  to  regard 
with  compassion  the  necessities  of  the  poor  and 
needy,  and  give  us  grace  and  power  to  help  and 
to  relieve  them,  that  we,  being  merciful,  may 
receive  mercy  in  that  great  day,  when  thou 
wilt  take  account  of  thy  servants,  and  wilt 
reward  every  man  according  to  the  deeds  done 
in  the  body,  whether  they  be  good  or  whether 
they  be  evil.  Teach  and  enable  us,  O  God,  by 
integrity  of  heart,  and  a  faithful  life,  to  escape 
the  stings  of  conscience,  which  drove  the 
wretched  Judas  to  swift  destruction  ;  and  whilst 
we  maintain  fidelity  to  our  own  familiar  friends, 
let  us,  if  we  suffer  wrongfully  at  the  hands  of 
others,  take  it  patiently,  after  the  example  of 
the  blessed  Jesus ;  to  whom,  with  thee,  O 
Father,  and  thee,  O  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour 
and  glorv,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


February.  ^  EfiiVtl   IBa^, 

June.  > 

October,     j  PSALMS  XLII.  &  XLIII. 


The  forty-third  may  be  regarded  as  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  forty-second  Psahn.  The 
thirst  which  the  hart  experiences,  when  chased 
in  sultry  weather  over  dusty  plains,  is  set  before 
us  as  a  representation  of  that  ardent  desire  for 
the  waters  of  eternal  comfort,  which  the 
troubles  of  the  world  produce  in  the  believer's 
soul.  The  suppliant,  in  these  Psalms,  probably 
represents  the  Church  of  the  converted  Jews 
under  persecution  in  the  time  of  antichrist, 
previous  to  the  future  restoration  of  the  Jewish 
people,  when  the  madness  of  the  people,  which 
is  here  prefigured  by  the  raging  of  the  sea,  will 
produce  anarchy  and  trouble :  then,  as  in  all 
times  of  severe  calamity,  faith  will  be  to  the 
soul  as  an  anchor  sure  and  steadfast,  opening 
to  our  view  a  glorious  morning,  after  that 
former  things  shall  have  passed  away,  and  all 
things  are  made  new. 

PSALM  XLII. 

1.  Like  as  the  hart  desireth  the  water-brooks,  so 
longeth  my  soul  after  thee,  O  God. 
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2.  My  soul  is  athirst  for  God,  yea,  even  for  the 
living  God  :  when  shall  I  come  to  appear  before  the 
presence  of  God  ? 

3.  My  tears  have  been  my  meat  day  and  night, 
while  they  daily  say  unto  me,  Where  is  now  thy 
God? 

4.  Now,  when  I  think  thereupon,  I  pour  out  my 
heart  by  myself ;  for  I  went  with  the  multitude,  and 
brought  them  forth  into  the  house  of  God, 

5.  In  the  voice  of  praise  and  thanksgiving,  among 
such  as  keep  holy  day. 

6.  Why  art  thou  so  full  of  heaviness,  O  my  soul, 
and  why  art  thou  so  disquieted  within  me  ? 

7.  Put  thy  trust  in  God,  for  I  will  yet  give  him 
thanks  for  the  help  of  his  countenance. 

8.  My  God,  my  soul  is  vexed  within  me,  there- 
fore will  I  remember  thee  concerning  the  land  of 
Jordan,  and  the  little  hill  of  Hermon. 

9.  One  deep  calleth  another,  because  of  the  noise 
of  the  water-pipes  :^  all  thy  waves  and  storms  are 
gone  over  me. 

10.  The  Lord  hath  granted  his  loving-kindness  in 
the  day  time  ;  and  in  the  night  season  did  I  sing  of 
him,  and  made  my  prayer  unto  the  God  of  my  life. 

1 1 .  I  will  say  unto  the  God  of  my  strength.  Why 
hast  thou  forgotten  me  ?  why  go  I  thus  heavily 
while  the  enemy  oppresseth  me  ? 

12.  My  bones  are  smitten  asunder  as  with  a 
sword,  while  mine  enemies  that  trouble  me  cast  me 
in  the  teeth, 

13.  Namely,  while  they  say  daily  unto  me, 
Where  is  now  thy  God  ? 

'''  Or  water-spouts,  which,  dcscniling  from  the  clouds,  cause  great  agitation  on  the 
face  of  the  deep. 
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14.  Why  art  thou  so  vexed,  O  my  soul,  and  why 
art  thou  so  disquieted  within  me  ? 

15.  O  put  thy  trust  in  God,  for  I  will  yet  thank 
him,  which  is  the  help  of  my  countenance,  and  my 
God. 

PSALM  XLIII. 

1.  Give  sentence  with  me,  O  God,  and  defend 
my  cause  against  the  ungodly  j^eojjle  :  O  deliver  me 
from  the  deceitful  and  wicked  man. 

2.  For  thou  art  the  God  of  my  strength,  why 
hast  thou  put  me  from  thee  ;  and  why  go  I  so 
heavily,  while  the  enemy  oppresseth  me  ?' 

3.  O  send  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth,  that  they 
may  lead  me,  and  bring  me  unto  thy  holy  hill,  and 
to  thy  dwelling. 

4.  And  that  I  may  go  unto  the  altar  of  God, 
even  unto  the  God  of  my  joy  and  gladness  ;  and 
upon  the  harp  will  I  give  thanks  unto  thee,  O  God, 
my  God. 

5.  Why  art  thou  so  heavy,  O  my  soul,  and  why 
art  thou  so  disquieted  within  me  ? 

6.  O  put  thy  trust  in  God,  for  I  will  yet  give 
him  thanks,  which  is  the  help  of  my  countenance, 
and  my  God. 

net  U0  9ta|). 

O  eternal  and  everlasting  God,  thou  art  the 
help  of  our  countenance  and  our  God  ;  for  thee 

'"   The  chief  desire  of  the  Christian  is     the  light  of  heavenly  wisdom,  shiiiiiig  in 
to  he  saved  from  sin  and  sorrow  :  to  be     the  face  of  Jesus  Christ, 
instructed  in  the  way  of  righteousness,  by 
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we  long,  and  our  hearts  are  vexed  and  disquieted 
within  us  when  we  feel  not  the  comforts  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit.  O  Lord,  pity  our  infirmities,  and 
increase  more  and  more  in  us  the  desire  of 
communion  with  thee  in  prayer,  and  in  thy 
holy  sacraments.  Grant  unto  us  fervour  of 
spirit,  constancy  in  devotion,  delight  and  com- 
placency in  spiritual  exercises  ;  that  when  our 
souls  are  pressed  with  temptations  and  sad- 
nesses, we  may  remember  thee,  concerning  the 
land  of  promise  ;  and  be  comforted  and  encou- 
raged in  our  duties,  by  the  expectation  of  those 
glories  which  thou  hast  laid  up  for  us,  through 
Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.     Amen. 


February."^      ,1fOUrtt)   33ap. 

June.  > 

October.    S      PSALM  XLIV. 


^2imonitton« 

This,  like  the  foregoing  Psalm,  is  probably 
the  prayer  of  the  Church  in  future  times,  when, 
under  persecution,  she  may  feel  as  if  God's 
protection  had,  for  a  season,  been  withdrawn 
from  her.  She  recalls,  however,  God's  mercies 
of  old,  acknowledging  that  to  the  power  of  his 
might  she  had  been  indebted  for  victories  over 
the  heathen,  and  she  prays  that  he  would  again 
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arise,  and  help,  and  deliver  her,  for  his  mercy's 
sake.  There  is  a  time  when  the  triumphs  of 
the  adversary,  and  the  afflictions  of  the  Church, 
tempt  men  to  think  that  the  eye  of  Providence 
is  closed :  but  the  truth  is,  that  God  only 
giveth  his  people  an  opportunity  of  feeling 
their  own  insufficiency,  and  waiteth  till,  by 
fervent  and  importunate  prayer,  they  solicit  his 
help. 


1.  We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  O  God,  our 
fathers  have  told  us,  what  thou  hast  done  in  their 
time  of  old  ;' 

2.  How  thou  hast  driven  out  the  heathen  with 
thy  hand,  and  planted  them  in  :  how  thou  hast 
destroyed  the  nations,  and  cast  them  out. 

3.  For  they  gat  not  the  land  in  possession  through 
their  own  sword  ;  neither  was  it  their  own  arm  that 
helped  them  ; 

4.  But  thy  right  hand,  and  thine  arm,  and  the 
light  of  thy  countenance ;  because  thou  hadst  a 
favour  unto  them. 

5.  Thou  art  my  King,  O  God :  send  help  unto 
Jacob. 

6.  Through  thee  will  we  overthrow  our  enemies, 
and  in  thy  Name  will  we  tread  them  under  that  rise 
up  against  us. 

7.  For  I  will  not  trust  in  my  bow :  it  is  not  my 
sword  that  shall  help  me  ; 


''>  The  works  wrought  of  old  by  the  Chiircii  and  people  of  God,  whensoever 
arm  of  Jehovah,  for  the  salvation  of  his  afflicted,  might  have  comfort  and  patience, 
people,  are  recorded,  to  the  intent  that  the 
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8.  But  it  is  thou  that  savest  us  from  our  enemies, 
and  puttest  them  to  confusion  that  hate  us. 

9.  We  make  our  boast  of  God  all  day  long,  and 
will  praise  thy  Name  for  ever. 

10.  But  now  thou  art  far  off,  and  puttest  us  to 
confusion,  and  goest  not  forth  with  our  armies." 

11.  Thou  makest  us  to  turn  our  backs  upon  our 
enemies,  so  that  they  which  hate  us  spoil  our  goods. 

12.  Thou  lettest  us  be  eaten  ujd  like  sheep,  and 
hast  scattered  us  among  the  heathen. 

13.  Thou  sellest  thy  people  for  nought,  and  takest 
no  money  for  them. 

14.  Thou  makest  us  to  be  rebuked  of  our  neigh- 
hours ;  to  be  laughed  to  scorn,  and  had  in  derision 
of  them  that  are  round  about  us. 

15.  Thou  makest  us  to  be  a  by-word  among  the 
heathen,  and  that  the  people  shake  their  heads  at  us. 

16.  My  confusion  is  daily  before  me,  and  the 
shame  of  my  face  hath  covered  me  ; 

17.  For^  the  voice  of  the  slanderer  and  blas- 
phemer, for  the  enemy  and  avenger. 

18.  And  though  all  this  be  come  upon  us,  yet  do 
we  not  forget  thee,  nor  behave  ourselves  frowardly 
in  thy  covenant.* 

1 9.  Our  heart  is  not  turned  back,  neither  our  steps 
gone  out  of  thy  way. 

20.  No,  not  when  thou  hast  smitten  us  into  the 
place  of  dragons,  and  covered  us  with  the  shadow  of 
death. 

21.  If  we  have  forgotten  the  Name  of  our  God, 


^''  It  is  certain  that  God  is  provoked  by 
the  sins  of  a  Church  to  let  loose  the  fury 
of  an  oppressor  upon  her. 

(')  «  For,"  on  account  of. 


^**  These  verses  are  not  spoken  by  the 
whole  Church,  but  by  a  faithful  remnant. 
Happy  the  sold  that  can,  in  the  hour  of 
affliction,  thus  appeal  with  humble  confi- 
dence to  God. 
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and  holden  up  our  hands  to  any  strange  god,  shall 
not  God  search  it  out  ?  for  he  knoweth  the  very- 
secrets  of  the  heart. 

22.  For  thy  sake,  also,  are  we  killed  all  the  day 
long,  and  are  counted  as  sheep  appointed  to  be  slain. 

23.  Up,  Lord,  why  sleepest  thou  ?  awake,  and  be 
not  absent  from  us  for  ever. 

24.  Wherefore  hidest  thou  thy  face,  and  forgettest 
our  misery  and  trouble  ? 

25.  For  our  soul  is  brought  low,  even  unto  the 
dust ;  our  belly  cleaveth  unto  the  ground. 

26.  Arise  and  help  us,  and  deliver  us,  for  thy 
mercies'  sake. 


act  U0  ptap, 

O  God,  who  art  holy,  and  just,  and  merciful, 
protect,  we  beseech  thee,  thy  Church  from  all 
her  enemies  ;  be  thou  to  her  a  strong  tower  of 
defence,  and  if  aught  of  defilement  should  at 
any  time  sully  the  purity  of  her  doctrine,  do 
thou,  O  God,  purge  it  out,  and  make  her  the 
happy  instrument  of  salvation  to  thy  people.  • 
Make  us  not,  we  beseech  thee,  O  God,  a  rebuke 
unto  the  foolish,  but  let  the  light  of  thy  Gospel 
so  shine  forth  in  our  lives  and  conversations 
that  gainsayers  may  be  confounded,  and  turned 
unto  righteousness.  Thou,  O  Lord,  knowest 
the  very  thoughts  of  the  heart ;  cleanse  us,  we 
beseech  thee,  from  all  our  secret  faults,  graft 
within  us  the  love  of  thy  Name,  increase  in  us 
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true  religion,  novirish  us  with  all  goodness,  and 
of  thy  great  mercy  keep  us  in  the  same,  through 
Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.     Amen. 


February.")  ^ittff  Ma^, 

June. 


} 


October.    )        PSALM  XLV. 


The  whole  of  this  Psalm  is  highly  figurative  ; 
it  is  a  mystic  song,  representing,  under  the 
figure  of  the  marriage  of  a  great  king,  the 
mystical  union  between  Christ  and  his  Church. 
It  is  prophetical  of  the  glorious  increase  of  the 
Church  hj  the  conversion  of  the  Jews  to  the 
Christian  faith,  and  the  accession  of  all  the 
Gentile  nations.  The  marriage  is  celebrated 
after  Messiah's  victories  over  his  enemies,  com- 
posing the  antichristian  faction  :  the  bride, 
who  is  also  called  the  king's  daughter,  is  the 
Church  of  the  converted  Jews,  while  her  com- 
panions represent  those  of  the  ingrafted  Gen- 
tiles. The  connection  between  Christ  and  his 
Church  embraces  every  relation  and  every 
affection  ;  the  Church  is,  therefore,  the  daugh- 
ter, the  wife,  the  sister  of  Christ.  Such  farther 
explanations  of  the  Psalm  as  seem  necessary 
to  the  full  understanding  of  it  will  be  given  in 
the  form  of  explanatory  observations. 
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1 .  My  heart  is  inditing  a  good  matter ;  I  sjieak 
of  the  things  which  I  have  made  touching  the  King. 

2.  My  tongue  is  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer. 

3.  Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men ;  full 
of  grace  are  thy  lips,  because  God  hath  blessed  thee 
for  ever. 

4.  Gird  thee  with  thy  sword  upon  thy  thigh,  O 
thou  most  Mighty,  according  to  thy  worship  and 
renown. 

5.  And  in  thy  majesty  ride  prosjierously,  because 
of  truth,  and  meekness,  and  righteousness,  and  thy 
right  hand  shall  teach  thee  terrible  things. 

6.  Thine  arrows  are  very  sharp,  and  the  people 
shall  be  subdued  unto  thee,  even  in  the  midst  among 
the  King's  enemies. 

7.  Thy  seat,  O  God,  endureth  for  ever ;  the  sceptre 
of  thy  kingdom  is  a  right  sceptre. 

8.  Thou  hast  loved  righteousness,  and  hated 
iniquity  ;  wherefore  God,  even  thy  God,  hath 
anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy 
fellows. 


1,  My  heart  meditates  on  a  goodly  such  as  persecute  the  Word.  Compare  the 
theme,  the  subject  whereof  I  address  unto  expression  "  full  of  grace  are  thy  lips," 
Messiah  the  King.  with  the  confession  of  Christ^s  enemies, 

2.  My  tongue  denotes  the  readiness  of  "  never  man  spake  as  this  man, "  and 
my  mind.  again,    as  recorded  by    St  Luke,    "  and 

3.  Thou,  0  Messiah,  art  adorned  with  all  bare  him  witness,  and  wondered  at  the 
the  beauty  of  innocence  and  sanctity :  the  gracious  words  which  proceeded  out  of  his 
gracious  doctrines  of  justification,  pardon,  mouth." 

and  peace,  flow  from  thy  lips.  7  &  8.    The  Psahnist   here   exhibits 

4,  5,  &  6.  Messiah's  sword  is  the  Word  Messiah  as  seated  on  the  throne  of  his 
of  God,  more  powerful  and  sharper  than  mediatorial  kingdom,  when  all  things  shall 
any  two-edged  sword.  His  arrows  are  have  been  put  under  his  feet,  and  the  last 
another  emblem  of  the  Word,  pricking  enemy  subdued.  By  the  oil  of  gladness 
man's  heart,  or  if  need  be,  carrying  terror  is  meant  a  state  of  bliss  and  glory  for  all 
to  his  soul.  The  conquests  of  Messiah  are  those  whom  Christ  hath  vouchsafed  to  call 
those  over  sin,  or  those  of  his  arm  over  his. 
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9.  All  thy  garments  smell  of  myrrh,  aloes,  and 
cassia,  out  of  the  ivory  palaces,  whereby  they  have 
made  thee  glad. 

10.  Kings'  daughters  were  among  thy  honourable 
women ;  upon  thy  right  hand  did  stand  the  queen 
in  a  vesture  of  gold,  wrought  about  with  divers 
colours. 

11.  Hearken,  O  daughter,  and  consider,  incline 
thine  ear,  forget  also  thine  own  people  and  thy 
father's  house. 

12.  So  shall  the  King  have  pleasure  in  thy 
beauty  ;  for  he  is  thy  Lord  God,  and  worship  thou 
him. 

1 3.  And  the  daughter  of  Tyre  shall  be  there  with 
a  gift ;  even  the  rich  among  the  people  shall  make 
their  supplication  before  thee. 

14.  The  King's  daughter  is  all  glorious  within  ; 
her  clothing  is  of  wrought  gold. 

15.  She  shall  be  brought  unto  the  King  in 
raiment  of  needle-work  ;  the  virgins  that  be  her 
fellows  shall  bear  her  company,  and  shall  be  brought 
unto  thee. 


0.     The    perfumed    gnrraents    of    the  her  connectiona  with  earth,  hut  to  let  all 

Messiah  are  typical  of  the  virtues  and  things  appertaining  to  the  Spirit  live  and 

graces  of  the    Redeemer    in   his   human  grow  in  her. 

character  —  of  the  consoling  and  cheering  13.  Among  the  converts  to  Christianity 

effects  of  the  ministration  of  the  Word,  is  mentioned  the  daughter  of  Tyre,  a  city 

and  of  the  internal  comforts  of  the  Holy  once  full  of  iniquity  ;  she,  too,  as  well  as 

Spirit.  those  rich  in  faith,  hring  the  ohlation  of 

10,  1],&  12.  Kings'  daughters  figu-  their  hearts, 
ratively  mean  the  kingdoms  which  they  14 — 18.  By  the  King's  daughter  is 
govern,  and  may  here  be  considered  as  meant  the  Hebrew  Church  after  her  con- 
meaning  the  Churches  gathered  from  among  version  ;  she  all  glorious,  all  pure,  clothed 
the  Gentiles.  The  11th  and  12th  verses  with  the  graces  of  the  faithful,  with  the 
may  be  considered  as  an  address  from  God  righteousness  of  saints,  all  beautiful  in 
to  the  Church  about  to  become  the  s-pouse  holiness  ;  represented  in  the  Revelation, 
of  Christ,  exhorting  her  to  regard  no  more  as  the  Holy  City,  the   New  Jerusalem 
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1 6.  With  joy  and  gladness  shall  they  be  brought, 
and  shall  enter  into  the  King's  palace. 

17-  Instead  of  thy  fathers  thou  shalt  have  chil- 
dren, whom  thou  mayest  make  princes  in  all  lands. 

18.  I  will  make  thy  Name  to  be  remembered  in 
all  generations  :  therefore  shall  the  people  give 
thanks  unto  thee,  world  without  end. 


O  blessed  Jesus,  the  King  of  Glory,  the 
sceptre  of  whose  kingdom  is  a  right  sceptre  ; 
have  mercy  upon  thy  whole  Church,  bless  her 
for  ever  with  righteousness,  and  let  the  oil  of 
gladness  refresh  her  amidst  the  multitude  of 
her  sorrows  and  afflictions  ;  and  as  she  is  all 
glorious  in  the  purity  and  perfection  of  her 
doctrine,  so  let  her  clothhig  be  of  wrought 
gold,  sliining  in  the  practice  of  her  children  ; 
and  let  her  be  adorned  with  all  such  exterior 
ornaments  and  secular  advantages  as  may  best 
promote  the  interest  of  thy  true  religion  and 
of  virtue.  Let  kings  and  queens  be  to  her  as 
nursing-fathers  and  nursing-mothers  ;  and  so 
let  the  sound  of  thy  Gospel  go  forth  into  all 
the  earth,  that  her  children  may  be  ministers 
of  thy   kingdom,  advancing  thy  honour,  and 


coming  down  from   God   out  of  heaven,  and  the  bride  is  assured,  that  instead  of 

adorned  as  a  bride  for  her  husband,  is  thus  her  forefathers  shouid  arise  an  illustrious 

brought  unto    the    King.      The    Gentile  progeny  of  believers,  who  should  be  made 

Churches  are  represented  asher  attendants;  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  the  Father;, 

srath  joy  and  gladness  they  enter  heaven,  for  ever  and  ever. 
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fartherino-  the  salvation  of  all  men  ;  that  so  all 
may  worship  thee,  and  give  thee  thanks  for 
ever  ;  who,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  livest  and  reignest,  ever  one  God,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 


February.  "J  SUtf)  3©aU» 

June.  >  ^ 

October.     )  PSALMS  XLVI.  &  XLVII. 


In  the  forty-sixth  Psalm,  the  Church  declares 
her  full  and  firm  confidence  in  God,  as  her 
refuge  and  strength,  amidst  all  the  tumults  and 
confusions  of  the  world.  She  describes,  and 
exults  in  the  power  and  might  of  her  victorious 
Lord.  In  the  foi'ty-seventh  Psalm,  the  Chris- 
tian Church  calls  upon  all  nations  to  celebrate 
the  glorious  event  of  our  Saviour's  ascension 
into  heaven.  Who  can  contemplate  the  glorious 
triumph  of  human  nature  over  its  enemies,  in 
the  person  of  our  King,  risen  and  ascended, 
without  finding  himself  constrained  to  break 
forth  into  joy,  and  to  sing,  with  a  thankful  heart 
and  an  elevated  voice,  the  praises  due  unto  his 
holy  Name.  These  divine  hymns  were  designed 
for  that  purpose :  let  us  therefore  sing  them, 
and  sing  them  with  understanding  ;  reflecting 
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that  the  eternal  Spirit  of  God  speaks  in  them 
through  the  Psahiiist,  and  that  the  blessed 
Jesus  is  the  subject  of  them. 

PSALM  XLVI. 

1 .  God  is  our  hope  and  strength  ;  a  very  present 
help  in  trouble. 

2.  Therefore  will  w^e  not  fear,  though  the  earth 
be  moved,  and  though  the  hills  be  carried  into  the 
midst  of  the  sea  ;  * 

3.  Though  the  vi^aters  thereof  rage  and  swell,  and 
though  the  mountains  shake  at  the  tempest  of  the 
same. 

4.  The  rivers  of  the  flood  thereof  shall  make  glad 
the  city  of  God,  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacle  of 
the  ISIost  Highest. 

5.  God  is  in  the  midst  of  her,  therefore  shall  she 
not  be  removed ;  God  shall  help  her,  and  that  right 
early.^ 

6.  The  heathen  raged  ;  the  kingdoms  were 
moved  :  he  uttered  his  voice  ;  the  earth  melted.* 

7.  The  Lord  of  Hosts  is  with  us  ;  the  God  of 
Jacob  is  our  refuge. 

8.  O,  come  hither,  and  behold  the  works  of  the 
Lord ;  what  destruction  he  hath  brought  upon  the 
earth  ! 

9.  He  maketh  wars  to  cease  in  all  the  world ;  he 
breaketh  the  bow,  and  knappeth  the  spear  in 
sunder,  and  burneth  the  chariots  in  the  fire. 


<"  When  there  is  distress  of  nations,         W  Such  is  the  ground  on  which  the 

with  perplexity,  the  sea  and  the  waves  Church  erects  her  confidence, 
roaring — even  then  the  righteous  shall         ^'^  How  concise  !  how  truly  sublime - 
have  no  cause  to  £ear. 
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10.  Be  still,  then,  and  know  that  I  am  God  ;  I 
will  be  exalted  among  the  heathen,  and  I  will  be 
exalted  in  the  earth.*" 

11.  The  Lord  of  Hosts  is  with  us;  the  God  of 
Jacob  is  our  refuge. 

PSALM  XLVII. 

1 .  O  clap  your  hands  together,  all  ye  people  :  O 
sing  unto  God  with  the  voice  of  melody. 

2.  For  the  Lord  Most  High  is  terrible  ;  he  is  a 
great  King  over  all  the  earth. 

3.  He  shall  subdue  the  people  under  us,  and  the 
nations  under  our  feet.^ 

4.  He  shall  choose  our  inheritance^  for  us,  the 
excellency  of  Jacob  whom  he  loved. 

5.  God  is  gone  up  with  a  merry  noise,  and  the 
Lord  with  the  sound  of  the  trump.^ 

6.  O  sing  praises,  sing  praises  unto  our  God  !  O 
sing  praises,  sing  praises  vmto  our  King  ! 

7.  For  God  is  the  King  of  all  the  earth  :  sing  ye 
praises*  with  understanding. 

8.  God  reigTieth  over  the  heathen  ;  God  sitteth 
upon  his  holy  seat. 

9.  The  princes  of  the  people  are  joined  unto  the 
people  of  the  God  of  Abraham  •,^  for  God,  which  is 
very  high  exalted,  doth  defend  the  earth  as  it  were 
with  a  shield. 

"' HereJehovah  himself  is  introduced  as  '*'   The  literal   meaning  of  the  word 

commanding  the  world  to  cease  opposition.  "  psalms"  is  praise. 

'"  By  the  power  of  his  word.  <^'    As  expressed   in   the   New  Testa- 

<"'  An  inheritance  incorniptible — New  ment,  "  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are 

Jerusalem.  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  his 

'''  The  ascension  of  Christ   was  pre-  Christ," 
t|     figured  by  that  of  the  ark  into  the  temple. 

il 
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net  U0  pvavi. 

O  God,  our  refuge  and  strength,  a  very 
present  help  in  trouble,  be  ready,  we  beseech 
thee,  to  hear  the  devout  prayers  of  thy  Church  ; 
and  in  all  our  dangers  and  necessities,  stretch 
forth  the  right  hand  of  thy  majesty  to  help  and 
defend  us,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 

O  Almighty  Lord,  who  hath  purchased  to 
thyself  a  Church  with  thine  own  blood,  look 
in  mercy  upon  the  same,  and  be  thou  her  sure 
refuge  in  all  times  of  trouble  :  heal  the  schisms 
that  wound  her,  and  preserve  her  from  errors 
of  faith,  and  from  false  doctrines.  Look  down, 
we  beseech  thee,  with  thine  especial  favour,, 
upon  the  Church  of  this  nation,  and  make  her 
the  happy  instrument  of  diffusing  among  the 
heathen  a  knowledge  of  thy  saving  health. 
Grant,  O  God,  that  our  rulers  in  distant  lands 
may  cause  the  sound  of  thy  Gospel  to  be  pro- 
claimed therein,  and  that  they  may,  both  in 
their  lives  and  deeds,  shew  forth  the  blessed 
effects  of  Christian  love.  Dispose,  we  pray 
thee,  the  hearts  of  all  who  are  subjected  to  their 
rule,  to  receive  with  meekness  the  ingrafted 
word,  which  is  able  to  save  their  souls  ;  and  so 
fetch  home  to  thy  flock  all  who  are  still  aliens 
from  it,  that  we  may  all  be  united  under  one 
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Shepherd,  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
to  whom,  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be 
all  honour  and  glory,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 


February.^      ^eb^tttt)   Sag. 

June.  > 

October.    S     PSALM   XLVIH. 


This  hymn,  though  primarily  composed  in 
honour  of"  Jerusalem,  as  particularly  chosen  for 
the  place  of  God's  immediate  worship,  after 
having  been  in  the  possession  of  idolaters,  yet 
figuratively  describes  the  Christian  Church, 
built  up  on  the  foundation  of  Christ  and  his 
apostles  ;  built  up  in  despite  of  the  persecution 
and  opposition  of  heathen  potentates,  whose 
hearts  are  represented  as  sinking  within  them, 
when  discomfited  by  the  irresistible  power  of 
the  Almighty.  The  Church  heard,  by  the 
Prophets,  of  the  birth,  sufferings,  resurrection, 
and  ascension  of  the  Messiah,  of  the  effusion  of 
the  Spirit,  and  of  her  own  enlargement.  These 
predictions  she  hath  seen  accomplished,  and 
therefore  doubts  not  of  God's  continuing  favour 
to  the  end  of  time.  Christians  are  called  on  to 
contemplate  that  spiritual  structure  within  and 
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without ;  to  mark  well  her  bulwarks  ;  to  defend 
the  faith  of  God  their  Saviour,  being  assured 
that  he  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever,  and  will 
be  our  guide  unto  death. 

1.  Great  is  the  Lord,  and  highly  to  be  praised,  in 
the  city  of  our  God,  even  upon  his  holy  hill. 

2.  The  hill  of  Sion  is  a  fair  place,  and  the  joy  of 
the  whole  earth  :  upon  the  north  side  lieth  the  city 
t)f  the  Great  King  :  God  is  w^U  known  in  her  palaces 
as  a  sure  refuge. 

3.  For  lo  !  the  kings  of  the  earth  are  gathered, 
and  gone  by  together. 

4.  They  marvelled  to  see  such  things  :  they  were 
astonished,  and  suddenly  cast  down. 

5.  Fear  came  there  upon  them,  and  sorrow,  as 
upon  a  woman  in  her  travail. 

6.  Thou  shalt  break  the  ships  of  the  sea  through 
the  east  wind.^ 

7.  Like  as  we  have  heard,  so  have  we  seen  in 
the  city  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  in  the  city  of  our  God ; 
God  upholdeth  the  same  for  ever.^ 

8.  We  wait  for  thy  loving-kindness,  O  God,  in 
the  midst  of  thy  temple. 

9.  O  God,  according  to  thy  Name,  so  is  thy  praise 
unto  the  world's  end  :  thy  right  hand  is  full  of  right- 
eousness. 

10.  Let  the  mount  Sion  rejoice,  and  the  daughter 
of  Judah  be  glad,  because  of  thy  judgments. 


'''  The  overthrow  o£  Heathenism  is  '*'  Contemplation  on  all  the  wondrous 
compared  to  the  wreck  of  a  fleet  of  ships  works  which  God  hath  wrought  for  us, 
hy  a  stonii  at  sea,  strengthens   faith   in   his   promises,   and 

resignation  to  his  will. 
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11.  Walk  about  Sion,  and  go  round  about  her, 
and  tell  the  towers  thereof. 

12.  Mark  well  her  bulwarks,  set  up  her  houses; 
that  ye  may  tell  them  that  come  after. 

1 3.  For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever  ; 
he  shall  be  our  guide  unto  death. 


net  U0  pvav* 

O  great  and  glorious  Lord  God,  who  art 
highly  to  be  praised,  thou  hast  manifested  thy 
power  and  thy  mercy  in  the  constitution,  pro- 
pagation, and  defence  of  thy  holy  Church.  Be 
pleased,  according  to  thy  gracious  promise,  to 
uphold  the  same  for  ever.  Let  not  the  gates  of 
hell  prevail  against  her  ;  make  her  the  joy  of 
the  whole  earth,  and  let  her  be  glad  and  rejoice 
because  of  thy  judgments.  And  to  us  thy 
servants  give  thy  heavenly  grace,  that  we  may 
worship  thee  in  spirit  and  in  truth  ;  and  not 
only  with  our  lips,  but  in  our  lives,  giving  up 
ourselves  to  thy  service,  and  walking  before 
thee  in  holiness  and  righteousness  all  our  days, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  ;  to  whom,  with 
thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour  and 
glory,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


February.^       iSigtJttJ  ©«»» 

June.  V 

October.    S      PSALM  XLIX. 


The  prophet,  after  a  solemn  introduction,  in 
which  the  whole  world  is  called  upon  to  hear  a 
lesson  of  Divine  wisdom,  proceeds  to  expose 
the  folly  of  those  who  place  confidence  in  their 
power  or  wealth,  when,  after  all,  neither  of 
these  can  ransom  their  souls  from  the  penalty 
of  their  sins,  or  their  bodies  from  the  grave. 
The  man  who  lives  in  outward  honour,  and 
yet  wants  true  wisdom  to  know  himself  and  to 
know  God,  may  be  said  to  live  as  the  beasts 
that  perish.  Let  it  be  our  care  to  prepare  for 
eternity  ;  let  us  not  set  our  affections  on  things 
on  the  earth,  but  use  them  as  we  shall  wish 
that  we  had  done  when  we  come  to  die,  namely, 
as  talents  committed  to  our  trust  by  the  great 
Lord  of  all.  Let  us  work  the  work  of  Him  that 
sent  us  into  the  world,  while  it  is  day,  seeing 
that  the  night  cometh,  when  no  man  can  work. 

1.  O  hear  ye  this,  all  ye  people  ;  ponder  it  with 
your  ears,  all  ye  that  dwell  in  the  world ; 

2.  High  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  one  with  another. 

3.  My  mouth  shall  speak  of  wisdom  ;   and  my 
heart  shall  muse  of  understanding. 
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4.  I  will  incline  mine  eai-  to  the  parable  ;  and 
shew  my  dark  speech  upon  the  harp.^ 

5.  Wherefore  should  I  fear  in  the  days  of  wicked- 
ness ;  and  when  the  wickedness  of  my  heels  com- 
passeth  me  round  about  ?^ 

6.  There  be  some  that  put  their  trust  in  their 
goods,  and  boast  themselves  in  the  multitude  of  their 
riches.^ 

7.  But  no  man  may  deliver  his  brother,  nor  make 
agreement  unto  God  for  him, 

8.  (For  it  cost  more  to  redeem  their  souls,  so  that 
he  must  let  that  alone  for  ever,) 

9.  That  he  should  still  live  for  ever,  and  not  see 
corruption.'' 

10.  For  he  seeth  that  wise  men  also  die  and 
perish  together,  as  well  as  the  ignorant  and  foolish, 
and  leave  their  riches  for  others. 

11.  And  yet  they  think  that  their  houses  shall 
continue  for  ever ;  and  that  their  dwelling-places 
shall  endure  from  one  generation  to  another,  and  call 
the  lands  after  their  own  names.^ 

12.  Nevertheless,  man  will  not  abide  in  honour; 
seeing  he  may  be  compared  unto  the  beasts  that 
perish. 

1 3.  This  their  way  is  their  folly  ;  yet  their  pos- 
terity approve  their  sayings. 

14.  Like  sheep  they  are  laid  in  the  grave  ;^  death 
shall   feed   on   them,  and   the   upright  shall   have 

<"'   The  prophet,  as  the  feithful  scribe  understood  as  following  each  other,  the 

of  the  Spirit,  inclined  his  ear  to  that  which  8th  verse  being  parenthetical, 

was  spoken.  ^^'   Instead  of  vainly  endeavouring  to 

<*>  Wickedness,    or   infidelity  :     when  procure  for  our  names  and  memories  an 

the  wickedness  of  the   multitude    press  imaginary  immortality  on  earth,  let  it  be 

upon  my  heels.  the  aim  of  our  lives  to  have  our  names 

"'  See  St  Luke,  xii.  Ki  and  21.  written  in  heaven. 

<''  The  7th  and  9th  verses  should  be  C''   Like  as  sheep  arc  slaughtered. 
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dominion  over  them  in  the  morning ;'  and  their 
beauty  shall  consume  in  the  grave  from  their  dwell- 
ing. 

15.  But  God  will  redeem  my  soul  from  the  power 
of  the  grave,  for  he  shall  receive  me. 

16.  Be  not  thou  afraid  when  one  is  made  rich, 
when  the  glory  of  his  house  is  increased  ;* 

17.  For  when  he  dieth  he  shall  carry  nothing 
away  ;  his  glory  shall  not  descend  after  him  : 

18.  Though  while  he  lived,  he  blessed  his  soul : 
and  men  will  praise  thee,  when  thou  doest  well 
to  thyself. 

19.  He  shall  go  to  the  generation  of  his  fathers  ; 
they  shall  never  see  light. 

20.  Man  that  is  in  honour,  and  understandeth  not, 
is  like  the  beasts  tliat  perish. 


O  God,  who  of  thine  infinite  love  towards 
mankind,  didst  send  thine  only  Son  to  be  the 
propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  hast  through  him 
opened  unto  us  the  gates  of  everlasting  life, 
make  us,  we  beseech  thee,  devoutly  thankful 
for  all  the  mercies  of  redemption,  and  careful  to 
use  the  good  things  with  which  thy  bounteous 
providence  hath  supplied  us  in  this  world  with 
such  temperance  and  moderation  as  to  evince 
a  sense  of  the  awful  responsibility  which  they 
entail   upon  us.      Endue  us  with   strength  to 


">   In  the  morning  of  the  resurrection.  '*'  This  is  addre5sed  to  the  meek  and 

humble-minded  followers  of  Jesus. 
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resist  the  temptations  that  surround  us,  and  to 
walk  circumspectly,  not  as  fools,  but  as  wise, 
redeeming  the  time.  Grant,  O  God,  that  neither 
the  pleasures  of  life  nor  the  fears  of  death  may 
overcome  us;  but  that,  being  steadfast  in  faith, 
immoveable  in  hope,  and  abounding  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  we  may  so  pass  through  things 
temporal,  that  we  fail  not  finally  to  obtain 
the  things  eternal,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen. 


February.  ")      j^ttttt)  Jiafi, 

June. 


lY.    "^ 


October.      )        PSALM  L. 


Udmonttton. 

The  most  profitable  meditation  we  can  make 
on  this  Psalm,  the  language  of  which  is  so 
awfully  grand,  is  to  refer  it  to  the  coming  of 
Christ  to  judge  the  world.  He  says,  that  he 
will  not  reprove  his  people  for  having  neglected 
the  outward  ceremony  of  sacrifice,  but  because 
they  relied  upon  it  for  justification  ;  because, 
while  they  preached  his  law,  and  took  his 
covenant,  they  hated  to  be  reformed,  they  cast 
God's  word  behind  them,  and  dishonoured  him 
by  breaking  his  law.  It  is  for  us  to  consider 
these  things,  to  live  as  becomes  the  profession 


PSALM  L.  141 


we  have  made,  and  to  exercise  ourselves  in  the 
delightful  duties  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  ; 
which  duties  exalt  the  powers  of  the  mind, 
create  in  us  an  exquisite  sense  of  God's  honour, 
and  teach  us  to  be  humble  and  lowly  in  our 
own  conceits.  The  affections  of  the  heart  spring- 
ing from  faith,  and  producing  obedience,  are 
the  most  acceptable  tribute  we  can  render  unto 
God,  for  all  his  mercies  of  creation  and  redemp- 
tion through  Christ. 

1.  The  Lord,  even  the  most  mighty  God,  hath 
spoken,  and  called  the  world,  from  the  rising  up  of 
the  sun,  unto  the  going  down  thereof.^ 

2.  Out  of  Sion  liath  God  appeared  in  perfect 
beauty. 

3.  Our  God  shall  come,  and  shall  not  keep  silence  : 
there  shall  go  before  him  a  consuming  fire  ;  and  a 
mighty  tempest  shall  be  stirred  up  round  about  him. 

4.  He  shall  call  the  heaven  from  above,  and  the 
earth,  that  he  may  judge  his  people. 

5.  Gather  my  saints  together  unto  me  ;  those  that 
have  made  a  covenant  with  me  with  sacrifice. 

6.  And  the  heaven  shall  declare  his  righteousness ; 
for  God  is  judge  himself. 

7.  Hear,  O  my  people,  and  I  will  speak  :  I  myself 
will  testify  against  thee,  O  Israel ;  for  I  am  God, 
even  thy  God. 

8.  I  will  not  reprove  thee  because  of  thy  sacrifices, 
or  for  thy  burnt-offerings,  because  they  were  not 
alway  before  me.^ 

"'  The  nationa  of  the  earth,  from  cast  '"'  Jehovah  is  represented  as  acknow- 
to  west,  are  called  to  a  knowledge  of  the  lodging  that  their  sacrifices  and  offerings 
Gospel.  were  continuallv  before  him. 
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9.  I  will  take  no  bullock  out  of  thine  house,  nor 
he-goat  out  of  thy  folds. 

10.  For  all  the  beasts  of  the  forest  are  mine,  and 
so  are  the  cattle  upon  a  thousand  hills. 

11.  I  know  all  the  fowls  upon  the  mountains  ; 
and  the  wild  beasts  of  the  field  are  in  my  sight. 

12.  If  I  be  hungry,  I  will  not  tell  thee:  for  the 
whole  world  is  mine,  and  all  that  is  therein. 

13.  Thinkest  thou  that  I  will  eat  bulls'  flesh,  and 
drink  the  blood  of  goats  ? 

14.  Offer  unto  God  thanksgiving,  and  pay  thy 
vows  unto  the  Most  Highest. 

15.  And  call  upon  me  in  the  time  of  trouble  ;  so 
will  I  hear  thee,  and  thou  shalt  praise  me. 

16.  But  unto  the  ungodly,  said  God,  Why  dost 
thou  preach  my  laws,  and  takest  my  covenant  in 
thy  mouth  :^ 

17.  Whereas  thou  hatest  to  be  reformed,  and  hast 
cast  my  words  behind  thee  ? 

1 8.  When  thou  sawest  a  thief,  thou  consentedst 
unto  him,  and  hast  been  partaker  with  the  adulterers. 

19.  Thou  hast  let  thy  mouth  speak  wickedness: 
and  with  thy  tongue  thou  hast  set  forth  deceit. 

20.  Thou  safest  and  spakest  against  thy  brother  ; 
yea,  and  hast  slandered  thine  own  mother's  son. 

21.  These  things  hast  thou  done,  and  I  held  my 
tongue,  and  thou  thoughtest  wickedly  that  I  am*  even 
such  a  one  as  thyself;  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and 
set  before  thee  the  things  that  thou  hast  done. 


">  Here  God    expostulates   with    the         '''  Thou  hast  thought  that  "  I  AM "  is 

unbelieving  Jew,  who,  without  possessing  such  a  one  as  th3'self :   I  will  call  thee  to 

the   faith   of  Abraham,   bnasted   of   his  account,  and  I  will  be  thy  adversary  to 

descent  from  him,  and  boasted  of  the  law,  thy  face, 
without  observing  its  precepts. 
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22.  O  consider  this,  ye  that  forget  God  ;  lest  I 
pluck  you  away,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver  you. 

23.  Whoso  offereth  me  thanks  and  praise,  he 
honoureth  me  :  and  to  him  that  ordereth  his  conver- 
sation right,  w^ill  I  shew  the  salvation  of  God. 


ILrt  U0  prae* 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  heavenly 
Father,  we  give  thee  humble  thanks  that  thou 
hast  vouchsafed  to  call  us  to  the  knowledge  of 
thy  grace  and  faith  in  thee ;  increase  this  know- 
ledge and  confirm  this  faith  in  us  evermore. 
Grant  us  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may  devote 
ourselves  entirely  to  thy  service  ;  that  we  may 
be  cleansed  from  all  our  sins,  and  serve  thee 
with  a  quiet  mind  ;  and  in  thy  due  time  may 
be  made  partakers  of  everlasting  salvation 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  liveth  and 
reigneth  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  one 
God,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


February.  ~)  ^mtl^  Wa^* 

June. 


} 


October.    )  PSALM  LI. 


^irmonttton. 

"  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest :"  these  are 
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the  comfortable  words  of  our  blessed  Saviour, 
addressed  to  the  soul  that  is  sensible  of  its 
pollution,  that  humbles  itself  in  sincere  con- 
trition, and  turns  with  true  faith  to  the  only 
source  of  justification.  It  is  a  sad  propensity  in 
the  human  mind,  to  think  too  much  of  our 
good  qualities,  and  to  soften  down  and  excuse 
to  ourselves  our  bad  ones.  Shapen  as  we  are 
in  wickedness,  and  conceived  in  sin,  we  have 
need  of  constant  mistrust  of  ourselves,  constant 
self-examination,  and  constant  prayers  to  God 
for  divine  grace  ;  and  let  us  not  suppose  that 
because  we  keep  clear  of  murder  and  adultery, 
those  great  crimes  that  pressed  upon  the  soul 
of  David,  that  therefore  our  hearts  must  be 
right  towards  God.  No  !  we  may  not  have 
been  subject  to  those  particular  temptations, 
but  we  have  each  of  us  our  respective  trials  to 
undergo :  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil 
constantly  present  occasions  of  sin,  and  we  need 
to  be  reminded  that  we  have  to  work  out  our 
salvation  with  fear  and  tremblino;. 


'&• 


1.  Have  mercy  vipon  me,  O  God,  after  thy  great 
goodness  :  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies, 
do  away  mine  offences.^ 

2.  Wash  me  throughly  from  my  wickedness,  and 
cleanse  me  from  my  sin. 

3.  For  I  acknowledge  my  faults,  and  my  sin  is 
ever  before  me.^ 

"'  The  penitent's  first  ground  for  hope  <"'  The  penitent's  second  plea  for  mercy 
of  pardon,  is  God's  great  goodness  and  is,'that  he  doth  not  deny,  excuse,  or  palliate 
mercy.  his  fault. 
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4.  Against  thee  only  have  I  sinned,  and  done  this 
evil  in  thy  sight,  that  thou  mightest  bejustfied 
in  thy  saying,  and  clear    vi^hen  thou  art  judged. 

5.  Behold,  I  was  shapen  in  vv^ickedness,  and  in 
sin  hath  my  mother  conceived  me.'' 

6.  But  lo  !  thou  requirest  truth  in  the  inward 
parts,  and  shalt  make  me  to  understand  wisdom 
secretly.'' 

7.  Thou  shalt  purge  me  with  hyssop,  and  I  shall 
be  clean  ;  thou  shalt  wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  whiter 
than  snow.^ 

8.  Thou  shalt  make  me  hear  of  joy  and  gladness  ; 
that  the  bones  which  thou  hast  broken  may  rejoice. 

9.  Turn  thy  face  from  my  sins,  and  put  out  all 
my  misdeeds. 

10.  Make  me  a  clean  hear1t,-0  God,  and  renew  a 
right  spirit  within  me.° 

11.  Cast  me  not  away  from  thy  presence,  and 
take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me. 

12.0  give  me  the  comfort  of  thy  help  again,  and 
stablish  me  with  thy  free  Spirit. 

13.  Then  shall  I  teach  thy  ways  unto  the  wicked, 
and  sinners  shall  be  converted  unto  thee. 

14.  Deliver  me  from  blood-guiltiness,  O  God, 
thou  that  art  the  God  of  my  health  ;  and  my  tongue 
shall  sing  of  thy  righteousness. 

15.  Thou  shalt  open  my  lips,  O  Lord;  and  my 
mouth  shall  shew  thy  praise. 

16.  For  thou  desirest  no  sacrifice,  else  would  I 


<')  The  Divine  Mercy  alone  can  dry  up  "'  From  tlie  latter  part  of  the  verse  we 
tlie  fountain  of  original  corruption,  from  learn,  that  the  pardoned  penitent  is  arrayed 
which  transi^ression  flows.  in  the  robe  of  pure  innocence. 

'*'In  theinward  parts,  or  in  the  thoughts  <"'  A  right  spirit  is  renewed  within  us, 
of  the  heart.  when  the  affections  turn  from  the  world 

to  God, 
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give  it   thee  ;   but   thou   delightest   not  in   burnt- 
offerings/ 

17-  The  sacrifice  of  God  is  a  troubled  spirit :  a 
broken  and  contrite  heart,  O  God,  shalt  thou  not 
despise. 

18.  O  be  favourable  and  gracious  unto  Sion  ;  build 
thou  the  walls  of  Jerusalem. 

19.  Then  shalt  thou  be  pleased  with  the  sacrifice 
of  righteousness,  with  the  burnt-offerings  and  obla- 
tions ;  then  shall  they  offer  young  bullocks  upon 
thine  altar. 

lift  U0  pran. 

Most  merciful  God,  who  desirest  not  the 
death  of  a  sinner,  but  rather  that  he  should 
turn  and  live ;  who  hast  graciously,  in  thy  holy 
Gospel,  provided  for  our  recovery,  and  encou- 
raged our  repentance  by  many  promises  of 
pardon  and  forgiveness  ;  fit  and  prepare  us  for 
this  exercise  of  thy  abundant  mercy,  by  true 
sorrow  and  hearty  contrition  for  our  past  follies 
and  wickedness,  and  by  a  steadfast  purpose  of 
entirely  forsaking  them  for  the  time  to  come. 
And  then,  O  heavenly  Father,  for  thine  own  in- 
finite mercies'  sake,  for  thy  truth  and  promises' 
sake,  for  the  merits  and  sufferings  of  thy  well 
beloved  Son,  cleanse  us  from  our  iniquities, 
receive  us  as  thy  children,  and  support  us  by  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  so  that  we  may  continue  thine  for 
ever,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,     Amen. 

'"  The  thoughts  of  the  Psalmist  are  so     that  he  speaks  as  if  the  Lcvitical  sacrifices 
fixed  upon  evangelical  remission  of  sin,     had  been  then  abolished. 


February.    ^    ISUbeittj^  29a|?. 

June.  > 

October,     j  PSALMS  LII.  &  LIV. 

The  53d  Psalm  has  bcpn  omitted,  solely  on  account  of  its  being  very  nearly 
a  n-petition  of  the  14  th  Psalm. 


As  the  Christian  spirit  delighteth  itself  in 
goodness,  truth,  and  charity,  so  the  antichristian 
spirit  is  here  characterized  by  its  offending,  not 
out  of  ignorance  or  inadvertence,  but  from 
mere  love  of  wickedness,  falsehood,  and  malice. 
In  all  dangers  and  difficulties,  whether  temporal 
or  spiritual,  the  faithful  sons  and  servants  of 
God  fix  their  eyes  upon  their  heavenly  Father 
and  gracious  Master  :  they  have  recourse  to  the 
divine  promises,  the  performance  of  which  they 
know  to  be  certain,  and  therefore  can  foresee 
and  foretell  the  destruction  of  the  wicked. 
When  Christians  consider  what  great  things 
God  hath  done  for  them,  surely  they  will  not 
cease  to  offer  him  the  free  tribute  of  their 
hearts,  nor  suffer  the  voice  of  praise  and  thanks- 
giving to  cease  in  the  Church  of  the  redeemed. 

PSALM  LII. 

1  &  2  Why  boastest  thou  thyself,  thou  tyrant, 
that  thou  canst  do  mischief;  whereas  the  goodness 
of  God  endureth  yet  daily  ? 
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3.  Thy  tongiie  imaginelh  wickedness  ;  and  with 
lies  thou  cuttest  Hke  a  sharp  razor. 

4.  Thou  hast  loved  unrighteousness  more  than 
goodness,  and  to  talk  of  lies  more  than  righteousness. 

5.  Thou  hast  loved  to  speak  all  words  that  may 
do  hurt,  O  thou  false  tongue. 

6.  Therefore  shall  God  destroy  thee  for  ever  :  he 
shall  take  thee  and  jDluck  thee  out  of  thy  dwelling, 
and  root  thee  out  of  the  land  of  the  living.^ 

7.  The  righteous  also  shall  see  this  and  fear ;  and 
shall  laugh  him  to  scorn. 

8.  Lo  !  this  is  the  man  that  took  not  God  for  his 
strength,  but  trusted  unto  the  multitude  of  his  riches, 
and  strengthened  himself  in  his  wickedness. 

9.  As  for  me,  I  am  like  a  green  olive  tree  in  the 
house  of  God  :  my  trust  is  in  the  tender  mercy  of 
God,  for  ever  and  ever. 

10.  I  will  always  give  thanks  unto  thee  for  that 
thou  hast  done  ;  and  I  will  hope  in  thy  Name,  for 
thy  saints  like  it  well. 


PSALM  LI  v. 

1.  Save  me,  O  God,  for  thy  Name's  sake,  and 
avenge  me  in  thy  strength. 

2.  Hear  my  prayer,  O  God ;  and  hearken  unto 
the  words  of  my  mouth. 

3.  For  strangers  are  risen  up  against  me  ;  and 
tyrants,  which  have  not  God  before  their  eyes,  seek 
after  my  soul. 

t'^  WonJerful  is  the  force  of  tlie  verbs  besom,  —  and  totally  extirpating  root  and 

in  the  original,  which  convey  to  ns  the  branch,  as  a  tree  is  eradicated  from  the 

four  ideas  of  laying  prostrate  :  Dissolving  place  where  it  grew, 
as  by  fire,  —  sweeping  away  as  with  a 
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4.  Behold,  God  is  my  helper  ;  the  Lord  is  with 
them  that  uphold  my  soul. 

5.  He  shall  reward  evil  unto  mine  enemies ; 
destroy  thou  them  in  thy  truth. 

6.  An  offering  of  a  free  heart  will  I  give  thee, 
and  praise  thy  name,  O  Lord,  because  it  is  so 
comfortable. 

7.  For  he  hath  delivered  me  out  of  all  my  trouble ; 
and  mine  eye  hath  seen  his  desire  upon  mine  ene- 
mies. 


net  U0  ptas* 

O  Almighty  God,  who  alone  canst  order  the 
unruly  wills  and  affections  of  sinful  men,  keep 
us,  we  beseech  thee,  unspotted  from  the  world. 
Teach  us  to  restrain  our  tongues  from  evil- 
speaking,  lying,  and  slandering,  and  from  all 
words  which  might  dishonour  thy  holy  name. 
Put  away  from  us,  O  God,  all  vanity  and  folly, 
and  direct  our  thoughts  to  the  contemplation 
of  thy  love  and  goodness  towards  us,  that  we 
may  freely  offer  unto  thee  the  tribute  of  a 
grateful  heart,  and  worthily  praise  and  magnify 
thee,  not  only  with  our  lips,  but  in  our  lives, 
giving  ourselves  up  to  thy  service,  and  walking 
before  thee  in  holiness  and  righteousness  all 
our  days  ;  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


February.  1        Z^tUt^  2SaS» 

June.  > 

October.    S  PSALM  LV, 


From  disappointments  and  losses  —  from 
the  unkindness  of  friends  and  the  malice  of 
enemies  —  from  the  weaknesses  both  of  body 
and  soul,  we  must  expect  to  be  disquieted  ;  and 
sometimes  the  burden  is  so  heavy,  and  the 
prospect  so  dark,  that  we  would  rather  leave 
the  world  at  once,  and  fly  away  in  hope  of  rest. 
But  we  must  impose  patience  upon  ourselves  ; 
we  must  beware  of  a  murmuring  spirit,  and 
cast  our  care  upon  God,  for  he  careth  for  us. 
He  is  the  Lord  of  Hosts  ;  to  him  let  us  stead- 
fastly cleave,  not  mocking  him  with  smooth 
words  and  hollow  professions,  while  in  our 
hearts  we  have  no  leaning  to  his  ways.  If  we 
serve  him  in  sincerity  and  truth,  we  may  rest 
assured  that  all  our  trials,  of  whatsoever  nature 
they  may  be,  will  work  together  for  our  good. 

1.  Give  ear  to  my  prayer,  O  God,  and  hide  not 
thyself  from  my  supphcation. 

2.  Attend  unto  me,  and  hear  me  ;  I  mourn  in  my 
complaint,  and  make  a  noise, 

3.  Because  of  the  voice  of  the  enemy,  because  of 
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the  opi^ression  of  the  wicked  :  for  they  cast  iniquity 
upon  me,  and  in  wrath  they  hate  me. 

4.  My  heart  is  sore  pained  within  me,  and  the 
terrors  of  death  are  fallen  upon  me. 

5.  Tearfulness  and  trembling  are  come  upon  me, 
and  horror  hath  overwhelmed  me. 

6.  And  I  said,  O  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove  ! 
for  then  would  I  fly  away,  and  be  at  rest. 

7.  Lo  !  then  would  I  wander  far  off",  and  remain 
in  the  wilderness. 

8.  I  would  hasten  my  escape  from  the  windy 
storm  and  tempest. 

9.  Destroy,  O  Lord,  and  divide  their  tongues,^" 
for  I  have  seen  violence  and  strife  in  the  city. 

10.  Day  and  night  they  go  about  it,  upon  the 
walls  thereof:  mischief  also  and  sorrow  are  in  the 
midst  of  it. 

11.  Wickedness  is  in  the  midst  thereof;  deceit 
and  guile  dejjart  not  from  her  streets. 

12.  For  it  was  not  an  enemy  that  reproached 
me  —  then  I  could  have  borne  it :  neither  was  it  he 
that  hated  me  that  did  magnify  himself  against 
me — then  I  would  have  hid  myself  from  him  :^ 

13.  But  it  was  thou,  —  a  man  mine  equal,  my 
guide,  and  mine  acquaintance. 

14.  We  took  sweet  counsel  together,  and  walked 
unto  the  house  of  God  in  company. 

15.  Let  death  seize  upon  them,  and  let  them  go 
down  quick  into  hell ;  for  wickedness  is  in  their 
dwellings,  and  among  them. 


<''  Ahithophel,  who  was  a  traitor  "'  Ingratitude,  malice,  and  falseliood. 
towards  David,  and  Judas,  who  betrayed  are  always  found  in  the  character  of  the 
his  Lord,  hoth  hanged  themselves.  traitor. 
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16.  As  for  me,  I  will  call  upon  God,  and  the 
Lord  shall  save  me.^ 

17-  Evening,  and  morning,  and  at  noon,  will  I 
pray,  and  cry  aloud,  and  he  shall  hear  my  voice. 

18.  He  hath  delivered  my  soul  in  peace  from  the 
battle  that  vi^as  against  me  ;  for  there  were  many 
with  me. 

19.  God  shall  hear  and  afflict  them  ;  even  he  that 
abideth  of  old.  Because  they  have  no  .changes, 
therefore  they  fear  not  God. 

20.  He  hath  put  forth  his  hands  against  such  as 
be  at  peace  with  him  :  he  hath  broken  his  covenant. 

21.  The  words  of  his  mouth  were  smoother  than 
butter,  but  war  was  in  his  heart ;  his  words  were 
softer  than  oil,  yet  were  they  drawn  swords.'' 

22.  Cast  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  shall 
sustain  thee  :  he  shall  never  suffer  the  righteous  to 
be  moved. 

23.  But  thou,  O  God,  shalt  bring  them  down  into 
the  pit  of  destruction  ;  bloody  and  deceitful  men 
shall  not  live  out  half  their  days  :  but  I  will  trust 
in  thee. 


net  U0  ptun* 

O  Almighty  God,  who  art  always  ready  to 
succour  and  comfort  all  such  as  put  their  trust 
in  thee,  give  us,  we  beseech  thee,  a  hearty 
desire  to  pray  unto  thee  ;  and  in  all  our 
dangers  and  necessities,  stretch  forth  the  right 

*''  The  Christian  prays,  knowing  that  '*'  Such  is  the  cant  of  hypocrites,  the 
He  that  is  for  us  is  greater  than  he  that  is  benevolence  of  atheists,  and  all  the  allure- 
against  us.  nients  which  Satan  oiTcrs  to  our  senses. 
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hand  of  thy  majesty,  to  help  and  defend  us, 
throuo'h  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 

O  blessed  Jesus,  who,  in  thy  wise  providence, 
doth  sometimes  lay  upon  thy  servants  crosses 
and  afflictions,  as  trials  of  their  faith  and 
dependence  on  thee,  we  humbly  beseech  thee 
mercifully  to  endue  us,  in  such  seasons,  with 
thy  heavenly  grace.  Give  us  patience  to 
bear  with  charity  the  wrongs  we  suffer  from 
others,  and  to  endure,  with  meekness  and  sub- 
mission, all  such  afflictive  dispensations  as  thou 
seest  fit  to  visit  us  with.  Make  us,  we  pray 
thee,  zealous  for  the  good  of  thy  Church, 
steadfast  in  our  loyalty  to  our  sovereign,  true 
to  our  friends,  and  benevolent  and  kind  to  all 
around  us  :  And  grant  that  we  may  set  forth 
an  ensample  of  godly  living  ;  and  finally,  O 
blessed  Saviour,  may  be  admitted  to  thy  glory, 
who  livest  and  reignest  with  the  Father  and 
the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 


February.^   CtJttteeiltt)    ©aB. 

June.  > 

October.    S         PSALM  LVI. 


The  sentiments  of  this  Psalm  are  applicable 
to    the  situation   and   circumstances  of  David 
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pursued  by  his  enemies — of  Christ  persecuted 
by  the  Jews  —  of  the  Church  afflicted  in  the 
world  —  and  of  the  soul  encompassed  by 
enemies,  against  whom  she  is  forced  to  wage 
perpetual  war.  Known  unto  God  are  all  the 
afflictions  of  his  servants  here  on  earth  :  the 
tears  of  the  penitent  are  noted  in  his  book. 
Only  let  us  serve  him  faithfully  ;  and  if,  in 
times  of  sickness  or  distress,  we  make  vows 
of  obedience,  or  resolutions  of  amendment,  let 
vis  be  careful  to  observe  and  to  keep  them,  if 
it  should  please  God  to  deliver  us.  If  we  do 
thus,  and  that  by  God's  grace  our  souls  are 
preserved  from  sin,  we  shall,  after  the  night  of 
affliction  has  passed  away,  be  admitted  to  walk 
before  him  in  the  light  of  the  living,  for  ever 
and  ever. 

1.  Be  merciful  unto  me,  O  God,  for  man  goeth 
about  to  devour  me  ;  he  is  daily  fighting  and  troub- 
ling me. 

2.  Mine  enemies  are  daily  in  hand  to  swallow 
me  up  ;  for  they  be  many  that  fight  against  me, 
O  thou  Most  Highest. 

3.  Nevertheless,  though  I  am  sometime  afraid, 
yet  put  I  my  trust  in  thee. 

4.  I  will  praise  God  because  of  his  word :  I  have 
put  my  trust  in  God,  and  will  not  fear  what  flesh 
can  do  unto  me. 

5.  They  daily  mistake  my  words  ;  all  that  they 
imagine  is  to  do  me  evil. 

6.  They  hold  all  together,  and  keep  themselves 
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close,  and  mark  my  steps,  when  they  lay  wait  for 
my  soul. 

7.  Shall  they  escape  for  their  wickedness  ?  Thou, 
O  God,  in  thy  displeasure  shalt  cast  them  down. 

8.  Thou  tellest  my  wanderings  :  put  thou  my 
tears  into  thy  bottle  :  are  they  not  in  thy  book  ? 

9-  Whensoever  I  call  upon  thee,  then  shall  mine 
enemies  be  put  to  flight.  This  I  know,  for  God  is 
on  my  side. 

10.  In  God's  word  will  I  rejoice  ;  in  the  Lord's 
word  will  I  comfort  me. 

1 1 .  Yea,  in  God  have  I  put  my  trust ;  I  will  not 
be  afraid  what  man  can  do  unto  me. 

12.  Unto  thee,  O  God,  will  I  pay  my  vows; 
unto  thee  will  I  give  thanks. 

13.  For  thou  hast  delivered  my  soul  from  death, 
and  my  feet  from  falling,  that  I  may  walk  before 
God  in  the  light  of  the  living. 


O  Lord  God,  in  whom  we  have  trusted,  who 
seeth  that  we  have  no  power  of  ourselves  to 
help  ourselves,  keep  iis,  we  beseech  thee,  both 
outwardly  in  our  bodies,  and  inwardly  in  our 
souls,  that  we  may  be  defended  from  all  adver- 
sities, and  may  have  power  to  overcome  the 
assaults  of  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.     Amen. 

O  God,  who  knowest  vis  to  be  set  in  the 
midst  of  so  many  and  great  dangers,  that  by 
reason  of  the  frailty  of  our  nature,  we  cannot 
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always  stand  upright,  mercifully  grant  to  us 
the  assistance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit.  Let  him  be 
to  us,  O  Lord,  a  spirit  of  sanctification,  a  spirit 
of  counsel,  and  a  spirit  of  comfort,  inspiring  us 
with  patience  under  afflictions  or  provocations, 
with  trust  and  steadfast  repose  of  mind  in  thy 
care  and  providence,  and  with  courage  in  all 
times  of  trouble,  and  more  especially  at  the 
hour  of  death,  that,  by  his  almighty  power,  we 
may  be  preserved  pure  and  vmblameable,  until 
the  glorious  appearance  of  our  blessed  Lord 
and  Saviovu",  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom,  with  thee, 
O  Father,  and  thee,  O  Holy  Ghost,  be  all 
honour  and  glory,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


February.    ^     ^OUVUCVltf^  ISag* 

OCTOBER,     j  PSALMS  Lvn.  &  Lvni. 


The  prophet,  when  offering  up  a  plaintive 
prayer  for  deliverance  from  his  enemies,  utters 
sentiments  applicable  to  the  case  of  the 
Redeemer  when  persecuted  by  the  Jews,  and 
to  the  faithful  followers  of  Jesus  when  suffering 
persecution  in  the  world.  The  impotence  of 
human  efforts  against  divine  counsels,  is  vari- 
ously  and  strongly    ilhistrated,  and   the   final 
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triumph  of"  the  servants  of  God  is  foretold  in 
a  manner  not  designed  to  create  in  our  breasts 
animosity  against  our  persecutors,  but  praise 
and  glory  to  God.  Man  is  exposed  from  his 
very  birth  to  the  corruptions  of  the  heart,  and 
to  the  malignity  of  Satan ;  let  it  then  be  the 
care  of  all  persons  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
children,  to  see  that  their  minds  are  set  upon 
righteousness,  and  to  warn  them  that  doubtless 
there  is  a  God  that  judgeth  the  earth. 


PSALM  LVll. 

1.  Be  merciful  unto  me,  O  God,  be  merciful  unto 
me  ;  for  my  soul  trusteth  in  thee,  and  under  the 
shadow  of  thy  wings  shall  be  my  refuge,  until  this 
tyranny  be  overpast. 

2.  I  will  call  unto  the  most  High  God,  even  unto 
the  God  that  shall  perform  the  cause  which  I  have 
in  hand. 

3.  He  shall  send  from  heaven,  and  save  me  from 
the  reproof  of  him  that  would  eat  me  up. 

4.  God  shall  send  forth  his  mercy  and  truth  :  my 
soul  is  among  lions. 

5.  And  I  lie  even  among  the  children  of  men, 
that  are  set  on  fire  ;  whose  teeth  are  spears  and 
arrows,  and  their  tongxie  a  sharjD  sword. 

6.  Set  up  thyself,  O  God,  above  the  heavens ; 
and  thy  glory  above  all  the  earth. 

7.  They  have  laid  a  net  for  my  feet,  and  pressed 
down  my  soul :  they  have  digged  a  pit  before  me, 
and  are  fallen  into  the  midst  of  it  themselves. 
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8.  My  heart  is  fixed,  O  God,  my  heart  is  fixed : 
I  will  sing  and  give  praise.^ 

9.  Awake  up,  my  glory  ;  awake,  lute  and  harp  : 
I  myself  will  awake  right  early. 

10.  I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  among 
the  people  ;  and  I  will  sing  unto  thee  among  the 
nations. 

1 1 .  For  the  greatness  of  thy  mercy  reacheth  unto 
the  heavens  ;  and  thy  truth  unto  the  clouds. 

12.  Setup  thyself,  O  God,  above  the  heavens; 
and  thy  glory  above  all  the  earth. 


PSALM  LVIII. 

1 .  Are  your  minds  set  upon  righteousness,  O  ye 
congregation  ?  and  do  ye  judge  the  thing  that  is 
right,  O  ye  sons  of  men  ? 

2.  Yea,  ye  imagine  mischief  in  your  heart  upon 
the  earth,  and  your  hands  deal  with  wickedness. 

3.  The  ungodly  are  froward,  even  from  their 
mother's  womb :  as  soon  as  they  are  born,  they  go 
astray  and  speak  lies. 

4.  They  are  as  venomous  as  the  poison  of  a  serpent : 
even  like  the  deaf  adder  that  stoppeth  her  ears  ;^ 

5.  Which  refuseth  to  hear  the  voice  of  the 
charmer,  charm  he  never  so  wisely. 

6.  Break  their  teeth,  O  God,  in  their  mouths  : 
smite  the  jaw-bones  of  the  lions,  O  Lord  ;  let  them 
fall    away  like    water    that    runneth  apace ;    and 


"'   The  prophet  here  breaks  forth  into  '"'  The  wicked  are  compared  to  serpents 

a  strain  of  exultation  at  the  sure  prospects      for  that  malignity  of  temper  which  is  the 
of  deliverance.  bane  and  poison  of  the  intellectual  world. 
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when  they  shoot  their  arrows  let  tliem  be  rooted 
out.^ 

7.  Let  them  consume  away  like  a  snail,  and  be 
like  the  untimely  fruit  of  a  woman ;  and  let  them 
not  see  the  sun. 

8.  Before  your  pots  can  feel  the  thorns,  he  shall 
take  them  away  as  with  a  whirlwind,  both  living 
and  in  his  wrath.^ 

9.  The  righteous  shall  rejoice  when  he  seeth  the 
vengeance  :  he  shall  wash  his  footsteps  in  the  blood 
of  the  ungodly.* 

10.  So  that  a  man  shall  say,  Verily  there  is  a 
reward  for  the  righteous,  doubtless  there  is  a  God 
that  judgeth  the  earth. 


net  U0  prap. 

O  holy  and  eternal  God,  who  hast,  through 
thy  well-beloved  Son,  established  with  man- 
kind a  covenant  of  faith  and  obedience,  with 
the  promises  of  a  present  supply  of  grace,  and 
of  a  future  reward  to  all  who  steadily  persevere 
in  their  Christian  course ;  O  let  us  for  ever 
dwell  upon  these  thy  great  and  precious  pro- 
mises, that  we  may  mortify  all  the  corrupt 
inclinations  of  our  hearts,  and  conquer  those 
evil  habits  which  bring  us  into  bondage  to  sin. 

<"'   The  destruction  of  the  wicked  is  the  divine  mercy,  justice,  and  troth,  dis- 

represented  under  six  similitudes.  played  in  the  redemption  of  the  elect,  the 

'')   The  suddenness  of  destruction   of  punishment  of  the  ungodly,  and  the  ac- 

the  wicked  is  here  represented.  complishment  of  the  promises  made  to  the 

'*'   This  joy  is  inspired  by  a  view  of  faithfiJ. 
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And  do  thou,  O  God,  work  in  us  all  those 
godly  affections  that  may  make  our  faith 
effectual  to  salvation  ;  let  this  faith  become  the 
governing  principle  of  our  lives,  composing 
our  minds  under  all  events  by  a  firm  trust  and 
confidence  in  thy  all-w^ise  Providence  ;  and  by 
a  settled  persuasion  that  thou  wilt  order  all 
things  for  our  eternal  benefit.  And  grant, 
O  God,  that  seeing  the  reasonableness  of  those 
things  thou  hast  required  to  be  believed,  and 
the  perfection  of  those  duties  which  thou  hast 
enjoined  to  be  practised,  we  may  be  steadfast, 
unmoveable,  and  at  last  be  made  partakers  of 
everlasting  glory  in  the  world  to  come,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


February.  ^     SFHUtnttf    WSl^* 

June.  > 

October.      )         PSALM    LIX. 


Admonition. 

The  prophet,  in  the  person  of  the  Messiah, 
predicts  in  this  Psalm  the  singular  fate  of  the 
Jews,  who,  for  their  sins,  were  not  extirpated, 
but  were  scattered  among  the  nations.  Thus 
doth  that  people  remain  at  this  day  a  monu- 
ment of  God's  wrath  for  the  sin  of  their 
mouth,  and  for  the  words  of  their  lips  ;  for  the 
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slanders,  lying  accusations,  and  outrageous 
blasphemies  uttered  against  the  Son  of  God. 
How  terribly  they  experience,  and  have  for 
eighteen  hundred  years  experienced,  that  awful 
imprecation  which  they  uttered,  "  His  blood 
be  upon  us,  and  upon  our  children."  Let  us 
be  wise  in  our  generation — let  us  not  crucify 
the  Lord  afresh,  nor  put  him  to  open  shame,  by 
dishonouring  our  Christian  profession.  A  day 
of  final  retribution  will  succeed  to  the  day  of 
grace,  and  then  it  is  that  God  will  awake  to 
judge  the  nations.  He  will  not  shew  mercy  to 
them  that  offend  of  malicious  wickedness,  but 
will  consume  them  in  his  wrath  ;  whilst  such  as 
have  made  him  their  refuge  and  strength  in 
this  world,  shall,  in  the  next,  find  him  a  merci- 
ful God. 

1 .  Deliver  me  from  mine  enemies,  O  God  ;  defend 
me  from  them  that  rise  up  against  me.' 

2.  O  deUver  me  from  the  wicked  doers,  and  save 
me  from  the  blood-thirsty  men. 

3.  For  lo  !  they  lie  waiting  for  my  soul ;  the 
mighty  men  are  gathered  against  me,  without  any 
offence  or  fault  of  me,  O  Lord. 

4.  They  run  and  prepare  themselves  without  my 
fault :  arise  thou  therefore  to  help  me,  and  behold. 

5.  Stand  up,  O  Lord  God  of  hosts,  thou  God  of 
Israel,  to  visit  all  the  heathen,  and  be  not  merciful 
unto  them  that  offend  of  malicious  wickedness. 


")    In  all  times  of  temptation,  or  unjust     or  otherwise,  let    us   cry  unto    God    for 
persecution,  whether  for  conscience  sake     help. 
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6.  They  return  at  evening :  they  make  a  noise 
like  a  dog,  and  go  round  about  the  city. 

7.  Behold  they  speak  with  their  mouth,  and 
swords  are  in  their  Hps,  for  who  doth  hear  V 

8.  But  thou,  O  Lord,  shalt  have  them  in  derision ; 
and  thou  shalt  laugh  all  the  heathen  to  scorn. 

9.  My  strength  will  I  ascribe  unto  thee,  for  thou 
art  the  God  of  my  refuge. 

10.  God  sheweth  me  his  goodness  plenteously : 
and  God  shall  let  me  see  my  desire  upon  mine 
enemies. 

1 1 .  Slay  them  not,  lest  my  people  forget  it ;  but 
scatter  them  abroad  among  the  people,  and  put 
them  down,  O  Lord,  our  defence. 

12.  For  the  sin  of  their  mouth,  and  for  the  words 
of  their  lips,  they  shall  be  taken  in  their  pride  ;  and 
why  ?  their  preaching  is  of  cursing  and  lies. 

1 3.  Consume  them  in  thy  wrath  ;  consume  them, 
that  they  may  perish,  and  know  that  it  is  God  that 
ruleth  in  Jacob,  and  unto  the  ends  of  the  world. 

14.  And  at  evening  let  them  return  ;  and  let 
them  make  a  noise  like  a  dog,  and  go  round  about 
the  city. 

15.  Let  them  wander  up  and  down  for  meat, 
and  grudge  if  they  be  not  satisfied.^ 

16.  As  for  me,  I  will  sing  of  thy  power,  and  will 
praise  thy  mercy  betimes  in  the  morning  ;  for  thou 
hast  been  my  defence  and  refuge  in  the  day  of  my 
trouble. 

17-  Unto  thee,  O  my  strength,  will  I  sing;  for 
thou,  O  God,  art  my  refuge  and  my  merciful  God. 


<"    AA''ickcd  itipn  nre  not  restrained  by         '"  The    piinisliment   inflicted    on    the 
tlie  fear  o{  God.  wicked  often    carries  the   mark  of  their 
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Gracious  God,  who  hast  endowed  us  with 
the  faculty  of  speech,  that  we  might  thereby 
praise  and  magnify  thy  Holy  Name,  and  might 
promote  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of 
all  our  fellow  mortals,  keep,  we  beseech  thee, 
the  door  of  our  lips,  that  we  offend  not  with 
our  tongue.  Let  prudence  and  circumspection 
govern  both  our  words  and  actions,  that  we 
may  be  tender  of  the  reputation  of  our  neigh- 
bour, and  especially  careful  that  we  take  not 
thy  Holy  Name  in  vain.  Let  charity  unfeigned 
reign  through  our  thoughts  and  dispositions, 
elevating  our  minds  to  thee  the  Author  of  all 
good,  whose  mercy  extendeth  over  all  thy 
works :  let  us  put  away  all  anger,  clamour,  and 
evil  speaking,  and  be  kindly  affectioned  one  to 
another.  Clothe  us,  O  God,  with  humility  of 
spirit,  and  make  us  habitually  to  feel  and  to 
know  that  we  are  always  in  thy  presence  ;  and 
let  the  desire  of  pleasing  thee,  and  the  fear  of 
offending  thee,  restrain  us  from  all  evil,  and 
prompt  us  to  every  good  word  and  work,  that 
we  may  invite  one  another  to  love,  to  praise, 
and  glorify  thy  holy  name,  and  thus  prepare 
ourselves  and  others  for  joining  the  heavenly 
choir,  in  singing  halleluiahs  to  thy  eternal 
glory,  in  the  kingdom  which  thou  hast  pre- 
pared for  us,  through  the  merits  of  Christ 
Jesus,  our  Lord.     Amen, 


February.  ^  ^iXtCCntf)  WaV* 

June.  > 

October,     j  PSALMS  LX.  &  LXI. 


When  the  Church  by  her  sins  hath  rejected 
God,  she  is  rejected  by  him  ;  she  is  dehvered 
into  the  hands  of  her  enemies,  and  suffers  per- 
secution, or  becomes  a  prey  to  civil  dissentions. 
When  by  repentance  and  supplication  she  re- 
turneth  to  him,  he  is  ready  to  meet  and  receive 
her.  The  history  of  Israel  is  one  continued 
exemplification  of  these  truths,  and  it  should 
be  the  care  of  us  all  to  profit  thereby.  The 
Israelites  had  not  only  suffered  from  their 
enemies  the  Philistines,  by  the  overthrow  of 
Saul  and  his  army,  but  from  the  temporary 
separation  of  the  tribes  immediately  after  Saul's 
death.  For  the  temporal  salvation  of  Israel 
God  raised  up  David,  to  whose  standard,  as  a 
centre  of  unity,  the  worshippers  of  the  true 
God  might  resort ;  and  for  the  spiritual  salvation 
of  the  Church,  God  hath  raised  up  Jesus,  under 
whose  banners  all  true  believers  are  led  to 
triumph  over  their  greatest  and  over  their  last 
enemy.  For  the  preservation  and  prosperity, 
the  exaltation,  the  power,  and  the  everlasting 
glory  of  Christ's  kingdom,  with  all  the  benefits 
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and  blessings  thereof,  we  are  bound  to  sing 
praise  unto  God's  holy  Name  tor  ever  and  ever. 


PSALM  LX. 


1.  O  God,  thou  hast  cast  us  out,  and  scattered  us 
abroad  :  thou  hast  also  been  displeased ;  O  turn  thee 


unto  us  agani. 


2.  Thou  hast  moved  the  land  and  divided  it ; 
heal  the  sores  thereof,  for  it  shaketh. 

3.  Thou  hast  shewed  thy  people  heavy  things  ; 
thou  hast  given  us  a  drink  of  deadly  wine. 

4.  Thou  hast  given  a  banner  to  them  that  fear 
thee,  that  it  may  be  displayed  because  of  the  truth.^ 

5.  Therefore  were  thy  beloved  delivered ;  help 
me  with  thy  right  hand,  and  hear  me. 

6.  God  hath  spoken  in  his  holiness,  I  will  rejoice, 
and  divide  Sichem,  and  mete  out  the  valley  of 
Succoth.^ 

7.  Gilead  is  mine,  and  Manasses  is  mine  ;  Ephraim 
also  is  the  strength  of  my  head  :  Judah  is  my  law- 
giver. 

8.  Moab  is  my  wash-pot :  over  Edom  will  I  cast 
out  my  shoe  ;  Philistia,  be  thou  glad  of  me. 

9.  Who  will  lead  me  into  the  strong  city ;  who 
will  bring  me  into  Edom  ?^ 


<"  Remarkable  are  the  words  of  Isaiah,  <"  Bozrah,  the  capital  of  Idumea,  or 

"  In   that  day  there  shall  he  a  root  of  Edom,  was  a  fortified  town  deemed  im- 

Jessc,  which  shall  stand  for  an  ensign  of  pregnable.    David  acknowledges  the  need 

the  people  :  to  it  shall  the  Gentiles  seek."  he   had  of  superior   aid    to    achieve  the 

f>  In  2d  Samuel,  3d  chapter,  we  read,  contiuest.     How  great  is  our  need  of  a 

"  The  Lord  hath  spoken  of  David,  saying,  SaWour,  to  enable  us   to   triumph   over 

By  the  hand  of  my  servant  David,  I  will  Death  !     "  Who  is  this  that  conieth  from 

save  my  people  Israel  out  of  the  hand  of  Edom,  with  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ?" 

the  Phihstines."     David,  therefore,  here  Isaiah,  Ixiii.  1.    "  Lord,  to  whom  shall  wo 

exults  prophetically  as  a  conqueror.  go  ?  Thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  life." 
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10.  Hast  not  thou  cast  us  out,  O  God?  wilt  not 
thou,  O  God,  go  out  with  our  hosts  ? 

11.  O  be  thou  our  help  in  trouble,  for  vain  is  the 
help  of  man. 

12.  Through  God  will  we  do  great  acts :  for  it  is 
he  that  shall  tread  down  our  enemies.* 


PSALM   LXI. 

1.  Hear  my  crying,  O  God,  give  ear  unto  my 
prayer.^ 

2.  From  the  ends  of  the  earth  will  I  call  upon 
thee,  when  my  heart  is  in  heaviness. 

3.  O  set  me  up  upon  the  rock  that  is  higher  than 
I :  for  thou  hast  been  my  hope,  and  a  strong  tower 
for  me  against  the  enemy. 

4.  I  will  dwell  in  thy  tabernacle  for  ever  ;  and 
my  trust  shall  be  under  the  covering  of  thy  wings. 

5.  For  thou,  O  Lord,  hast  heard  my  desires,  and 
hast  given  an  heritage  unto  those  that  fear  thy  name. 

G.  Thou  shalt  grant  the  King  a  long  life ;  that 
his  years  may  endure  throughout  all  generations.* 

7.  He  shall  dwell  before  God  for  ever  :  O  prepare 
thy  loving  mercy  and  faithfulness,  that  they  may 
preserve  him. 

8.  So  will  I  alway  sing  praise  unto  thy  name, 
that  I  may  daily  perform  my  vows.^ 

">  The  world  is,  to  Christians,  a  sea  of  of  whose  kingdom  there  sliall  be  no 

trouhles  and  temptations.     God  alone  can  end." 

deliver  us,  by  placing  us  on  the  Rock  of  <">  Let  every  Chi-istian,  as  he  values 

Salvation,  which  is  Christ  Jesus.  his  salvation,  be  mindful  of  his  baptismal 

"'  These  words  apply  to  the  Messiah,  vows. 
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net  U0  ptap* 

O  Almighty  God,  who  hast  built  thy  Church 
upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and  pro- 
phets, Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  head 
corner  stone,  grant  that  all  Christians  may  be 
so  joined  together  in  unity  of  spirit  by  their 
doctrine,  that  they  may  be  made  an  holy 
temple,  acceptable  unto  thee,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee  to  keep  thy  Church 
and  household  continually  in  thy  true  religion, 
that  they  who  do  lean  only  upon  the  hope  of 
thy  heavenly  grace,  may  evermore  be  defended 
by  thy  mighty  power,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen. 

Almighty  God,  who,  through  thy  only  be- 
gotten Son  Jesus  Christ,  hast  overcome  death, 
and  opened  unto  us  the  gate  of  everlasting  life, 
we  humbly  beseech  thee,  that  as,  by  thy  special 
grace  preventing  us,  thou  dost  put  into  our 
minds  good  desires,  so  by  thy  continual  help 
we  may  bring  the  same  to  good  effect,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  liveth  and  reigneth 
with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  ever  one  God, 
world  without  end.     Amen. 


February.  ^  ^tttenUtnttf  ©ag* 

June.  > 

October,     j        PSALM   LXII. 


The  comforts  which  David  had  found  from 
placing  his  whole  trust  and  confidence  in  God, 
he  exhorts  others  to  seek  in  faith  and  prayer,  — 
in  such  a  faith  as  fixeth  itself  on  God  when  the 
whole  world  is  against  us,  and  such  prayer  as 
poureth  forth  the  inmost  desires  of  the  soul  to 
an  almighty  and  most  merciful  Father.     How 
often,  in  repeating  the  Psalms,  do  we  declare 
with  our  lips  that  God  is  our  refuge,  yet  how 
very  seldom  do  we  shew  by  our  conduct  that 
we  consider  him  as  such  !     At  the  conclusion 
of  this  Psalm,  the  inspired  writer  recommends 
meditation  on  the  power  of  God  to  punish  sin, 
and  on  his  mercy  in  forgiving  it  when  duly 
repented  of :  fear  of  his  power  would  beget  in 
us  a  desire  of  his  mercy  ;  and  these  two  prin- 
ciples, associated  with  faith  in  the  merits   of 
Christ,  would   enable  us  to   bring  forth  fruits 
meet  for  repentance. 

1.  My  soul  truly  waiteth  still  upon  God;  for  of 
him  Cometh  my  salvation.^ 

'■'  Trust  in  God  will  restrain  us  from  seeking  to  accomplish  even  a  good  purpose 
hy  unlawful  nienns. 
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'■2.  He  verily  is  my  strength  and  my  salvation. 
He  is  my  defence,  so  that  I  shall  not  greatly  fall. 

3.  How  long  will  ye  imagine  mischief  against 
every  man  ;  ye  shall  be  slain  all  the  sort  of  you  ; 
yea,  as  a  tottering  wall  shall  ye  be,  and  like  a 
broken  hedge.^ 

4.  Their  device  is  only  how  to  put  him  out, 
whom  God  will  exalt :  their  delight  is  in  lies  :  they 
give  good  words  with  their  mouth,  but  curse  with 
their  heart. 

5.  Nevertheless,  my  soul,  wait  thou  still  upon 
God  ;  for  ray  hope  is  in  him. 

6.  He  truly  is  my  strength  and  my  salvation  ;  he 
is  my  defence,  so  that  I  shall  not  fall. 

7.  In  God  is  my  health  and  my  glory  ;  the  rock 
of  my  might,  and  in  God  is  my  trust. 

8.  O  put  your  trust  in  him  alway,  ye  people ; 
pour  out  your  hearts  before  him,  for  God  is  our 
hope. 

9.  As  for  the  children  of  men,  they  are  but 
vanity  ;  the  children  of  men  are  deceitful  upon  the 
weights  ;^  they  are  altogether  lighter  than  vanity 
itself. 

10.  O  trust  not  in  wrong  and  robbery  ;  give  not 
yourselves  unto  vanity  ;  if  riches  increase,  set  not 
your  heart  upon  them.^ 

1 1 .  God  spake  once  and  twice  ;  I  have  also  heard 
the  same,  that  power  belongeth  unto  God. 

12.  And  that  thou.  Lord,  art  merciful;  for  thou 
rewardest  every  man  according  to  his  work. 


'">  How  striking  is  this  expostulation,  <*'  He  who  is  made  vain  and  covetous 

if  considered  as  addressed  by  the  Messiah  by  money,  drowneth  himself  in  the  spring 

to  the  enemies  of  his  Name.  that  should  have  watered  all  around  him. 

"*  When  weighed  in  the  balance. 
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a^t  u0  ptav* 


O  Lord  God,  of  whom  cometh  our  salvation  ; 
thou  art  our  defence  and  strength,  our  help  and 
glory  :  give  us  thy  grace,  that  we  may  put  our 
whole  trust  in  thee  alway  ;  that  we  may  pour 
out  our  hearts  before  thee  in  all  our  troubles 
and  adversities,  whensoever  they  oppress  us  ; 
that  we  may  wait  upon  thee  for  the  fulfilment 
of  our  expectation,  in  all  our  longings  and 
desires.  Be  thou  our  defence  ;  uphold  us  that 
we  may  not  fall  into  those  great  sins  which 
offend  our  consciences,  or  into  such  miseries  as 
leave  us  without  hope  or  remedy.  Teach  us 
to  disclaim  all  trust  in  riches,  and  to  despise 
all  lying  vanities,  that  when  thou  shalt  come 
with  power  and  great  glory,  to  reward  every 
man  according  to  his  work,  thou  mayest  be 
merciful  unto  us,  not  weighing  our  merits,  but 
pardoning  our  offences,  and  receiving  us  to  life 
eternal,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


February 

June. 

October 


} 


PSALM  LXIIL 


Admonition. 


David  in  the  wilderness  thirsts  after  God  — 
that  is,  desires  to  behold  his  power  and  glory, 
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with  the  same  eagerness  that  a  thirsty  person 
longeth  to  drink.'  The  praise  of  God  was  as 
marrow  and  fatness  to  his  soul :  to  remember 
God  in  the  night-watches  was  his  delight,  seeing 
that  he  had  been  his  helper  and  defender. 
How  doth  the  Christian  feel  when  contem- 
plating the  mercies  of  redemption  ?  In  our  own 
cases,  I  would  ask,  does  it  rejoice  us  to  devote 
our  thoughts  to  a  future  life  ?  or  are  we  inces- 
santly thinking  upon  the  perishing  concerns  of 
the  present  world  ?  Let  us  try  our  progress  in 
devotedness  to  God,  by  the  turn  which  our 
thoughts  habitually  take  ;  and  let  us  be  assured, 
that  until  we  can  find  real  enjoyment  in 
contemplating  the  prospect  that  awaits  us  in 
another  life,  we  are  not  in  a  fit  state  to  enter 
thereon. 


1.  O  God,  thou  art  my  God,  early  will  I  seek 
thee. 

2.  My  soul  thirsteth  for  thee,  my  flesh  also  longeth 
after  thee,  in  a  barren  and  dry  land,  where  no 
water  is  ; 

3.  To  see  thy  power  and  thy  glory,  so  as  I  have 
seen  thee  in  the  sanctuary. 

4.  For  thy  loving-kindness  is  better  than  the  life 
itself:  my  lips  shall  praise  thee. 

5.  As  long  as  I  live,  will  I  magnify  thee  on  this 
manner,  and  lift  up  my  hands  in  thy  Name. 

6.  My  soul  shall  be  satisfied  even  as  it  were  with 
marrow  and  fatness,  when  my  mouth  praiseth  thee 
with  joyful  lips. 
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7.  Have  I  not  remembered  thee  in  my  bed,  and 
thought  upon  thee  when  I  was  waking  ? 

8.  Because  thou  hast  been  my  helper  :  therefore 
under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings  will  I  rejoice. 

9.  My  soul  hangeth  upon  thee ;  thy  right  hand 
hath  upholden  me. 

10.  These  also  that  seek  the  hurt  of  my  soul, 
they  shall  go  under  the  earth. 

11.  Let  them  fall  upon  the  edge  of  the  sword, 
that  they  may  be  a  portion  for  foxes. 

12.  But  the  King  shall  rejoice  in  God  ;  all  they 
also  that  swear  by  him  shall  be  commended  :  for  the 
mouth  of  them  that  speak  lies  shall  be  stopjsed. 

net  U0  vtay. 

Almighty  God,  whom  truly  to  know  is  the 
supreme  happiness  of  a  rational  creature,  fix 
our  thoughts,  our  hopes,  and  our  desires,  upon 
heaven  and  heavenly  things  ;  let  us  remember 
thee  upon  our  bed  when  we  lie  down  to  rest, 
and  devote  to  thee  our  first  and  earliest 
thoughts.  Grant  that  we  may  consider  thy 
precepts,  so  as  to  understand  the  measures  of 
our  duty,  and  may  have  grace  faithfully  to 
govern  all  our  actions  by  those  rules  which 
thou  hast  prescribed  to  us.  Fortify  our  minds, 
we  beseech  thee,  with  power  to  resist  those 
sins  and  follies  which  most  easily  beset  us,  and 
so  inure  our  hearts  to  the  contemplation  of 
spiritual  objects,  that  they  may  be  cleansed  from 
all  impurities,  and  may  be  disposed  to  meditate 
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with  joy  and  thankfulness  on  the  wondrous 
works  thou  hast  done  for  us,  and  on  the  glorious 
hopes  thou  hast  set  before  us  through  Jesus 
Christ.  Let  not  the  pursuit  of  temporal  objects 
divert  us  from  serious  thoughts  of  the  life  to 
come  ;  but  grant,  O  heavenly  Father,  that  our 
aspirations  after  heavenly  things  may  daily 
become  more  and  more  vivid,  until  that  hour 
arrives  when  thou  art  pleased  to  call  us  home, 
and  when,  we  humbly  hope,  that,  through  the 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  thou  wilt  be  pleased  to 
take  us  to  thyself,  and  to  make  us  partakers  of 
those  everlasting  joys  which  thou  hast  pre- 
pared for  them  that  love  thee.  Hear  us,  O 
merciful  Father,  for  the  sake  of  our  blessed 
Saviour  and  Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


February,     i    ^inCteentt)    ISaj). 

June.  > 

October,     j  PSALMS  LXIV.  &  LXV. 


The  sixty-fourth  Psalm  is  spoken  in  reference 
to  the  Messiah.  It  contains  a  prayer  for  protec- 
tion against  his  enemies,  whose  designs,  and 
whose  secret  counsels  against  his  life,  are  herein 
adverted  to,  and  their  punishment  is  foretold. 
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The  devices  of  wicked  men  cost  much  labour 
and  thought,  but  the  course  which  virtue  and 
honesty  point  out,  is  generally  easy  and  simple  ; 
and  whilst  the  issue  of  the  former  is  shame, 
that  of  the  latter  is  an  approving  conscience, 
and  the  favour  of  Heaven.  The  sixty-fifth  Psalm 
appears  to  have  been  a  thanksgiving  for  getting 
in  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  The  prophet  declares 
the  blessedness  of  the  elect  in  Christ,  and  pre- 
dicts the  wonderful  things  which  God  would  do 
for  the  salvation  of  men  ;  under  the  beautiful 
image  of  the  fertility  produced  by  kindly 
showers  of  rain,  is  represented  the  gracious 
effects  of  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
upon  the  Church,  and  upon  the  hearts  of  all  her 
faithful  members. 


PSALM  LXIV. 

1.  Hear  my  voice,  O  God,  in  my  prayer  ;  preserve 
my  life  from  fear  of  the  enemy. 

2.  Hide  me  from  the  secret  counsel  of  the  wicked  ; 
from  the  insurrection  of  the  workers  of  iniquity  ; 

3.  Who  have  whet  their  tongue  like  a  sword, 
and  shoot  out  their  arrows,  even  bitter  words ; 

4.  That  they  may  privily  shoot  at  him  that  is 
perfect :  suddenly  do  they  hit  him,  and  fear  not.^ 

5.  They  encourage  themselves  in  mischief;  and 
commune  among  themselves  how  they  may  lay- 
snares,  and  say  that  no  man  shall  see  them. 

"'  Ry  Him  tlmt  is  perfect,  or  "  the  Just  One,"  the  prophet  refers  to  Christ. 
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6.  They  imagine  wickedness,  and  practise  it : 
that  they  keep  secret  among  themselves,  every  man 
in  the  deep  of  his  heart. 

7.  But  God  shall  suddenly  shoot  at  them  with  a 
swift  arrow,  that  they  shall  be  wounded. 

8.  Yea,  their  own  tongues  shall  make  them  fall ; 
insomuch,  that  whoso  seeth  them  shall  laugh  them 
to  scorn. 

9-  And  all  men  that  see  it  shall  say,  This  hath 
God  done  ;  for  they  shall  perceive  that  it  is  his  work.* 

10.  The  righteous  shall  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and 
put  his  trust  in  him  :  and  all  they  that  are  true  of 
heart  shall  be  glad. 

PSALM  LXV. 

1.  Thou,  O  God,  art  praised  in  Sion  ;  and  unto 
thee  shall  the  vow  be  performed  in  Jerusalem. 

2.  Thou  that  hearest  the  prayer,  unto  thee  shall 
all  flesh  come. 

3.  My  misdeeds  prevail  against  me  :  O  be  thou 
merciful  unto  our  sins. 

4.  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou  choosest,  and 
receivest  unto  thee :  he  shall  dwell  in  thy  court, 
and  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  pleasures  of  thy  house, 
even  of  thy  holy  temple. 

5.  Thou  shalt  shew  us  wonderful  things  in  thy 
righteousness,  O  God  of  our  salvation ;  thou  that 
art  the  hope  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  of 
them  that  remain  in  the  broad  sea.^ 

'•'  It  is  remarkable  that  the  desolation  <■'  This  was  aceoniplished  in  tlie  death 
of  the  once  holy  and  beloved  city  "  filled  and  resurrection  of  Christ,  the  overthrow 
all  men  with  fear'*"  and  astonishment,  of  idolatry,  and  the  conversion  of  the 
forcing  them  to  acknowledge  and  declare  nations,  and  will  be  still  farther  made 
it  to  be  the  work  of  God.  known  at  the  second  manifestation  of  the 

Son  of  God  in  the  glory  of  his  Father. 
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6.  Who  in  his  strength  setteth  fast  the  mountains, 
and  is  girded  about  with  power. 

7.  Who  stilleth  the  raging  of  the  sea  ;  and  the 
noise  of  his  waves  ;  and  the  madness  of  the  people. 

8.  They,  also,  that  dwell  in  the  uttermost  parts 
of  the  earth  shall  be  afraid  at  thy  tokens  ;  thou  that 
makest  the  outgoings  of  the  morning  and  evening  to 
praise  thee. 

9.  Thou  visitest  the  earth,  and  blessest  it :  thou 
makest  it  very  plenteous.^ 

10.  The  river  of  God  is  full  of  water  :  thou  pre- 
parest  their  corn,  for  so  thou  providest  for  the 
earth. 

11.  Thou  waterest  her  furrows;  thou  sendest 
rain  into  the  little  valleys  thereof;  thou  makest  it 
soft  with  the  drops  of  rain,  and  blessest  the  increase 
of  it. 

12.  Thou  crownest  the  year  with  thy  goodness  ; 
and  thj'-  clouds  drop  fatness. 

13.  They  shall  drop  upon  the  dwellings  of  the 
wilderness,  and  the  little  hills  shall  rejoice  on  every 
side. 

14.  The  folds  shall  be  full  of  sheep ;  the  valleys, 
also,  shall  stand  so  thick  with  corn,  that  they  shall 
laugh  and  sing. 


art  U0  pv^v* 

O  God,  the  hope  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
and  of  them  that  remain  in  the  broad  sea,  be 
thou  merciful  unto  our  sins,  and  let  not  our 

<*'  See  Isaiah,  It.   10.     Manifold  and  maiTclloue  arc  thy  works,  0  Lord,  whether 
of  nature  or  of  grace  ! 
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misdeeds  prevail  against  us,  so  as  either  to  make 
us  habitually  sinful,  or  endlessly  miserable : 
but  give  us  the  blessings  of  thy  chosen ;  let  us 
receive  the  influence  of  thy  grace  and  benedic- 
tion ;  and  as  thou  upholdest  us  with  thy  right 
hand,  shewing  us  wonderful  things  in  thy 
righteousness  and  salvation,  so  let  thy  arm  ever 
protect  us  ;  and  grant  unto  us  such  a  portion  of 
temporal  blessings  as  shall  be  necessary  for  us. 
Make  the  earth  plenteous,  and  bless  the  increase 
of  it ;  crown  the  year  with  thy  goodness  ;  and 
let  thy  clouds  drop  fatness,  that  the  valleys 
standing  thick  with  corn,  may  proclaim  thy 
goodness,  and  sing  thy  praise ;  and  that  we 
being  refreshed  with  the  multitude  of  blessings, 
both  temporal  and  spiritual,  may  glorify  thy 
holy  Name  whilst  on  earth,  and  may  evermore 
sing  unto  thee  eternal  hallelujahs  in  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem,  where  thou  livest  and 
reignest  one  God,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


February.   "J  ^'mtntittff  ©a^. 

June.  > 

October,      j  PSALMS  LXVI.  &  LXVII. 


^Irmonttton* 

The  whole  world  is  called  upon   to  lift   up 
her    voice  in  praise  and  thanksgivmg  for  the 
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wonderful  works  of"  God.  The  prophet  recalls 
to  the  minds  of  the  people,  his  wonders  of  old 
time  ;  and  in  adverting  to  their  troubles,  warns 
us  to  expect  that  we  also  shall  experience 
our  trials  :  but  let  us  recollect  that  he  who 
brought  Israel  through  the  Red  Sea,  hath  also 
promised  to  all  who  pray  to  him,  that  he  will, 
through  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  bring  them 
safely  through  the  waves  of  this  troublesome 
world,  unto  a  land  of  everlasting  peace  and 
rest. 

In  the  sixty-seventh    Psalm,   the    Hebrew 
Church  is  introduced  as  partly  praying  for  and 
partly  foretelling  the  advent  of  Christ,  and  the 
conversion  of  the  Gentile  nations,  with  the  joy 
and  gladness  consequent  thereon.       The  evan- 
gelical blessings  here  predicted  have  been  in  a 
great  measure  poured  out  upon  the  world,  and 
the  fruits  thereof  are  evinced  by  an  increase  of 
brotherly  love  and  charity.     Let  us  endeavour 
to  make  them  more  and  more  conspicuous  by 
indulgence  to  each  other's  infirmities,  and  shew- 
ing compassion  to  each  other's  weakness,  thus 
exhibitins  in  our  conduct  the  blessed  effects  of 
living  in  this  world  in  the  faith  and  fear  of  God, 
and  thus  turning  others  to  righteousness,  that 
they  may  be  partakers  with  us  of  everlasting 
happiness  in  the  life  to  come. 


PSALMS  LXVI.  LXVII.  179 


PSALM  LXVI. 

1.  O  be  joyful  in  God,  all  ye  lands ;  sing  praises 
unto  the  honour  of  his  Name  ;  make  his  praise  to  be 
glorious. 

2.  Say  unto  God,  O  how  wonderful  art  thou  in 
thy  works  ;  through  the  greatness  of  thy  power 
shall  thine  enemies  be  found  liars^  imto  thee. 

3.  For  all  the  world  shall  worship  thee,  sing  of 
thee,  and  praise  thy  Name. 

4.  O  come  hither  and  behold  the  works  of  God  ; 
how  wonderful  he  is  in  his  doing  toward  the  chil- 
dren of  men. 

5.  He  turned  the  sea  into  dry  land,  so  that  they 
went  through  the  water  on  foot ;  there  did  we 
rejoice  thereof. 

6.  He  ruleth  with  his  power  for  ever ;  his  eyes 
behold  the  people,  and  such  as  will  not  believe 
shall  not  be  able  to  exalt  themselves. 

7.  O  praise  our  God,  ye  people,  and  make  the 
voice  of  his  praise  to  be  heard  ; 

8.  AVho  holdeth  our  soul  in  life,  and  suffereth 
not  our  feet  to  slip. 

9.  For  thou,  O  God,  hast  proved  us  :  thou  also 
hast  tried  us  like  as  silver  is  tried.^ 

10.  Thou  broughtest  us  into  the  snare;  and 
laidest  trouble  upon  our  loins. 

1 1 .  Thou  sufferedst  men  to  ride  over  our  heads  : 
we  went  through  fire  and  water  ;  and  thou 
broughtest  us  ovit  into  a  wealthy  place. 

"'  Bihle  version. — "  Shall  thine  enemies         ^*'   Notwithstanding  the  mercy  of  God, 
submit  themselves  unto  thee."  we  are  here  taught  to  expect  afflictioEs 

and  trials. 
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12.  I  will  go  into  thine  house  with  burnt-offer- 
ings ;  and  will  pay  thee  my  vows  which  I  promised 
with  my  lips,  and  spake  with  my  mouth,  when  I 
was  in  trouble.^ 

13.  I  will  offer  unto  thee  fat  burnt-sacrifices,  with 
the  incense  of  rams  :  I  will  offer  bullocks  and  goats. 

14.  O  come  hither  and  hearken,  all  ye  that  fear 
God ;  and  I  will  tell  you  what  he  hath  done  for 
my  soul. 

15.  I  called  unto  him  with  my  mouth  ;  and  gave 
him  praises  with  my  tongue. 

16.  If  I  incline  unto  wickedness  with  mine  heart, 
the  Lord  will  not  hear  me. 

17.  But  God  hath  heard  me,  and  considered  the 
voice  of  my  prayer. 

18.  Praised  be  God,  who  hath  not  cast  out  my 
prayer  ;  nor  turned  his  mercy  from  me. 


PSALM  LXVII. 

1.  God  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  bless  us  ;  and 
shew  us  the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  be  merci- 
ful unto  us. 

2.  That  thy  way  may  be  known  upon  eartli ; 
thy  saving  health  among  all  nations.^ 

3.  Let  the  people  praise  thee,  O  God ;  yea,  let 
all  the  people  praise  thee. 

4.  O  let  the  nations  rejoice  and  be  glad  ;  for  thou 
shalt  judge  the  folk  righteously,  and  govern  the 
nations  upon  earth. 

o  Let  us  ofiicr  up  ourselveB,  our  souls  cup  of  salvation,  and  call  upon  the  Name 

and  bodies,  (by  leading  a  godly,  righteous,  of  the  Lord. 

and  sober  life,)  to  be  a  reasonable,  holy,        <''   Thy  saving  health ;  or.  Thy  salva- 

and  lively  sacrifice.      Let  us  receive  the  tion. 
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5.  Let  the  people  praise  thee,  O  God  ;  let  all  the 
people  praise  thee. 

6.  Then  shall  the  earth  bring  forth  her  increase ; 
and  God,  even  our  own  God,  shall  give  us  his 
blessing. 

7.  God  shall  bless  us,  and  all  the  ends  of  the 
world  shall  fear  him. 

net  U0  pvav* 

O  Lord  God,  who  art  wonderful  in  thy 
works,  and  in  thy  doings  towards  the  children 
of  men,  and  chastisest  every  one  whom  thou 
receivest,  proving  us  and  trying  us ;  let  thy 
merciful  hands  sustain  us  through  tlie  fight  of 
our  afflictions,  and  the  fire  of  adversity.  Lead 
us,  we  beseech  thee,  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  beside 
the  waters  of  comfort,  and  bring  us  at  the  last 
to  the  mansions  of  thy  eternal  rest.  Let  not 
our  hearts  be  inclined  to  wickedness,  that  our 
feet  may  not  slip  ;  but  grant  that,  having  respect 
to  thy  will  and  pleasure,  we  may  walk  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly,  in  this  present  world, 
that  so  thou  mayest  hear  us,  and  consider  the 
voice  of  our  prayer,  and  make  us  partakers  of 
that  salvation  which  thou  hast  wrought  out  for 
all  repentant  sinners  through  the  sufferings  of 
Jesus  Christ,  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Amen. 


February.  ^    ®to^tttB=dFit0t  33aB. 

June.  > 

October.      S        PSALM  LXVIII. 


This  beautiful,  sublime,  and  comprehensive, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  difficult  Psalm,  opens 
with  that  solemn  invocation  which  was  used 
by  Moses,  whenever  the  ark  set  forward  before 
the  armies  of  Israel  in  their  way  to  Canaan. 
The  deliverance  of  the  children  of  Israel  from 
Egyptian  bondage  is  alluded  to  ;  the  victories 
which  God  hath  wrought  for  his  people,  and 
the  establishment  among  them  of  the  immediate 
presence  of  God,  by  the  ark  resting  on  Mount 
Sion,  are  spoken  of;  and  all  nations  are  incited 
to  praise  and  magnify  God's  holy  Name,  who 
alone  giveth  strength  and  power  to  his  people, 
and  taketh  vengeance  on  their  enemies  as  being 
also  his  enemies.  Christians  use  this  Psalm 
as  figuratively  denoting  the  victories  of  Christ 
over  Satan  and  over  death,  and  the  consequent 
deliverance  of  his  people  from  the  captivity  of 
■sin  ;  accompanied  as  these  victories  are  by  the 
promised  assistance  of  his  Holy  Spirit  to  all 
who  humbly  seek  it,  and  the  assui-ances  of 
eternal  life  to  all  who  worthily  believe  on  his 
Name. 
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1.  Let  God  arise,  and  let  his  enemies  be  scattered : 
let  them  also  that  hate  him  flee  before  him.^ 

2.  Like  as  the  smoke  vanisheth,  so  shalt  thou 
drive  them  away ;  and  like  as  wax  melteth  at  the 
fire,  so  let  the  ungodly  perish  at  the  presence  of 
God. 

3.  But  let  the  righteous  be  glad,  and  rejoice 
before  God ;  let  them  also  be  merry  and  joyful. 

4.  O  sing  unto  God,  and  sing  praises  unto  his 
Name  :  extol  him  that  rideth  upon  the  heavens  by 
his  name  Jah,^  and  rejoice  before  him. 

5.  He  is  a  father  of  the  fatherless,^  and  defendeth 
the  cause  of  the  widows,  even  God  in  his  holy 
habitation. 

6.  God  setteth  the  solitary  in  families  :  he 
bringeth  out  those  which  are  bound  with  chains  ; 
but  the  rebellious  dwell  in  a  dry  land. 

7.  O  God,  when  thou  wentest  forth  before  the 
people,  when  thou  wentest  through  the  wilderness,* 

8.  The  earth  shook,  and  the  heavens  dropped  at 
the  presence  of  God ;  even  as  Sinai  also  was  moved 
at  the  presence  of  God,  who  is  the  God  of  Israel. 

9.  Thou,  O  God,  sentest  a  gracious  rain  upon 
thine  inheritance,  and  refreshedst  it  when  it  was 
weary. 

10.  Thy  congregation  shall  dwell  therein;  for 
thou,  O  God,  hast  of  thy  goodness  prepared  for  the 
poor. 


^^*    These  were   the   words   used   by  ^'^   God  is  our  Father  through'Christ, 

Moses   whenever   the    ark    set    forward  and  dclivereth  repentant  sinners  from  the 

before  the  armies  of  Israel.  bondage  of  sin. 

'*>    By  his  name  Jah,  is  implied,  the  '*'   The  Christian  Church  singing  thia-. 

self-e.xistent  eternal  Cod.  Psalm  commemorates  her  redemption. 
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1 1 .  The  Lord  gave  the  word ;  great  was  the 
company  of  those  that  pubhshed  it. 

12.  Kings,  with  their  armies,  did  flee,  and  were 
discomfited,  and  they  of  the  household  divided  the 
spoil. 

13.  Though  ye  have  lien  among  the  pots,^  yet 
shall  ye  be  as  the  wings,  of  a  dove,  that  is  covered 
with  silver  wings,  and  her  feathers  like  gold. 

14.  When  the  Almighty  scattered  kings  for  their 
sake  ;  then  were  they  as  white  as  snow  in  Salmon. 

15.  As  the  hill  of  Basan,  so  is  God's  hill;  even 
an  high  hill,  as  the  hill  of  Basan. 

16.  Why  hop  ye  so,  ye  high  hills  ?'^  this  is  God's 
hill,  in  the  which  it  pleaseth  him  to  dwell ;  yea,  the 
Lord  will  abide  in  it  for  ever. 

17.  The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty  thousand, 
even  thousands  of  angels  ;  and  the  Lord  is  among 
them,  as  in  the  holy  jslace  of  Sinai. 

18.  Thou  art  gone  up  on  high,  thou  hast  led 
captivity  captive,  and  received  gifts  for  men  ;^  yea, 
even  for  thine  enemies,  that  the  Lord  God  might 
dwell  among  them. 

1 9.  Praised  be  the  Lord  daily ;  even  the  God 
who  helpeth  us,  and  poureth  his  benefits  upon  us. 

20.  He  is  our  God,  even  the  God  of  whom 
cometh  salvation ;  God  is  the  Lord  by  whom  we 


escape  death. 


<*'   Though  ye  have  laid  among  the  pots  <"*   The  Psalmist  poetically  represents 

of  Egypt,  (heen  in  abject  slavery,)    yet  the   different  hills  as   contending  for  the 

ahall  ye  be  placed  in  a  state  of  dignity  honour  of  GodV  immediate  presence.  The 

and  splendour  in    Canaan.     So   also    the  Christian    Church    is    now  the    Spiritual 

Church,  emerged  from  persecution ;  and  so  Sion. 

also  the  soul  of  man,  delivered  from  the  ^'^   See  the  application  of  this  passage 

bondage    of  corruption  into  the  glorious  to  Christ,  made  by  St  Paul,  Eph.  iv.  8. 
liberty  cf  the  sons  of  God. 
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21.  God  shall  wound  the  head  of  his  enemies  ; 
and  the  hairy  scalp  of  such  a  one  as  goeth  on  still  in 
his  wickedness. 

22.  The  Lord  hath  said,  I  will  bring  my  people 
again,  as  I  did  from  Basan ;  mine  own  will  I  bring 
again,  as  I  did  sometime  from  the  deejD  of  the  sea. 

23.  That  thy  foot  may  be  dipped  in  the  blood  of 
thine  enemies,  and  that  the  tongue  of  thy  dogs  may 
he  rid  through  the  same, 

24.  It  is  well  seen,  O  God,  how  thou  goest ;  how 
thou,  my  God  and  king,  goest  in  the  sanctuary.* 

25.  The  singers  go  before,  the  minstrels  follow 
after  ;  in  the  midst  are  the  damsels  playing  with  the 
timbrels. 

26.  Give  thanks,  O  Israel,  unto  God  the  Lord  in 
the  congregations,  from  the  ground  of  the  heart. 

27.  There  is  little  Benjamin  their  ruler,  and  the 
princes  of  Judah  their  counsel ;  the  princes  of  Zabu- 
lon,  and  the  princes  of  Naphthali. 

28.  Thy  God  hath  sent  forth  strength  for  thee ; 
stablish  the  thing,  O  God,  that  thou  hast  wrought 
for  us, 

29.  For  thy  temple's  sake  at  Jerusalem  ;  so  shall 
kings  bring  presents  unto  thee. 

30.  Rebuke  the  company  of  the  spearmen,  the 
multitude  of  the  bulls,  with  the  calves  of  the  people, 
(till  every  one)  submit  himself  with  pieces  of  silver : 
scatter  thou  the  people  that  delight  in  war.^ 


(''  The  people  of  Israel  had  a  pledge  of  <»)    This  verse  is  a  prayer  of  the  pro- 

tliose  mighty  things  which  God  would  do  phet,  to  tjie  effect,   that  it  would  please 

for  thcni,  by  the  victorious  establishment  God  to  overthrow  the  strength,  the  pride, 

of  the  ark  of  his  presence  on  Mount  Sion  ;  and  the  idolatry   of  Egypt,  tlie  ancient 

so  we  Christians   have  a  lilte  pledge  in  adversary  and  oppressor  of  Israel. 
the  ascension  of  our  Saviour  into  heaven. 
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31.  Then  shall  the  prmces  come  out  of  Egypt; 
Ethiopia  shall  soon  stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God. 

32.  Sing  unto  God,  O  ye  kingdoms  of  the  earth  ; 
O  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord  ; 

33.  Who  sitteth  in  the  heavens  over  all  from  the 
beginning :  lo  !  he  doth  send  out  his  voice  ;  yea,  and 
that  a  mighty  voice. 

34.  Ascribe  ye  the  power  to  God  over  Israel ;  his 
worship  and  strength  is  in  the  clouds. 

35.  O  God,  w^onderful  art  thou  in  thy  holy  places, 
even  the  God  of  Israel :  he  v\^ill  give  strength  and 
power  unto  his  people.     Blessed  be  God. 


art  ufii  ptati' 

O  Lord  God,  mighty  and  merciful — mighty 
in  thy  judgments  towards  all  hai'dened  sinners, 
but  of  tender  mercy  towards  such  as,  with  true 
faith  and  hearty  repentance,  turn  unto  thee — 
shower  down  upon  us,  we  beseech  thee,  the 
gracious  dew  of  thy  divine  blessing  ;  refresh  us 
who  are  wearied  with  the  burden  of  our  sins, 
bring  us  forth  from  the  captivity  of  our  own 
sinful  lusts,  and  bestow  upon  us  that  choicest 
of  thy  gifts  to  us  in  this  life — the  gift  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  that,  by  his  aid,  we  may  escape 
the  bitterness  of  death,  and  be  made  partakers 
of  thy  future  gifts  in  a  blessed  resurrection  to 
eternal  life,  O  God,  who  art  the  Father  of  the 
fatherless,  and  defendeth  the  cause  of  the 
widows,  be  pleased  to  succour  all  those  who, 
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in  this  transitory  life,  are  in  trouble,  sorrow, 
need,  sickness,  or  any  other  adversity  ;  sanctify 
to  them  their  trials,  and  in  thine  own  good 
time  bring  them  out  of  all  their  afflictions. 
Let  all  the  princes  of  the  earth  sing  praises 
unto  thee,  O  Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was, 
and  which  is  to  come,  the  Almighty  God,  the 
Everlasting  Saviour,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  that 
thy  gospel  going  forth  into  all  lands,  all  king- 
doms of  the  earth  may  be  made  one  fold, 
imder  one  shepherd,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  ; 
to  whom,  with  thee,  O  Father,  and  thee,  O 
Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour  and  glory,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 


February.^  ®toCtttp=SC(OttJl  Bag. 


June 


October,   j      PSALM  LXIX. 


The  Psalmist  herein  speaks  in  the  person  of 
the  Messiah  addressing  his  heavenly  Father  in 
prayer.  The  subject  of  this  prayer  is  the  depth 
of  misery  imposed  upon  our  Saviour  by  the 
burden  of  our  sins.  The  implacable  hatred 
borne  towards  him  by  the  Jews  is  described 
by  images  which,  however  forcible,  can  hardly 
convey  to  our  minds  adequate  conceptions  of 
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the  persecutions  he  underwent  for  our  sakes, 
or  of  the  sorrow  which  our  sins  occasioned  him. 
He  appeals  for  comfort  and  support  to  the 
mercy  and  loving-kindness  of  God,  as  every 
Christian  should  do  in  the  hour  of  afflictiouN 
He  then  predicts  the  fate  of  his  enemies,  in 
language  which  is  not  to  be  considered  as 
imprecatory,  but  as  prophetical ;  for  we  know 
that  Christ  prayed  for  his  enemies,  saying, 
"  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do."  Let  this  Psalm  encourage  medita- 
tion on  the  great  work  of  our  redemption  ;  let 
it  kindle  in  our  minds  the  most  ardent  love 
towards  our  Saviour,  thus  suffering  for  us.  The 
humble  shall  consider  this  and  be  glad.  Seek 
ye  after  God,  and  your  soul  shall  live. 

1,  2,  and  3.  Save  me,  O  God,  for  the  waters  are 
come  in,  even  unto  my  soul ;  I  stick  fast  in  the  deep 
mire,  where  no  gi'ound  is  ;  I  am  come  into  deep 
waters,  so  that  the  floods  run  over  me.'  I  am  weary 
of  crying,  my  throat  is  dry,  my  sight  faileth  me,  for 
waiting  so  long  upon  my  God. 

4  and  5.  They  that  hate  me  without  a  cause.^are 
more  than  the  hairs  of  my  head  ;  they  that  are  mine 
enemies,  and  would  destroy  me  guiltless,  are  mighty. 
I  jDaid  them  the  things  that  I  never  took.  God, 
thou  knowest  my  simpleness,  and  my  faults  are  not 
hid  from  thee. 

6  and  7.  Let  not  them  that  trust  in  thee,  O  Lord 


<"  Compare  this  with  Ilcljrews,  v. 


f  <"   The  Jews,  the   Romans,   and   the 
spirits  of  darkness. 


PSALM  LXIX. 


189 


God  of  hosts,  be  ashamed  for  my  cause  ;  let  not  those 
that  seek  thee  be  confounded  through  me,  O  Lord 
God  of  Israel.  And  why  ?  For  thy  sake  have  I 
suffered  reproof,  shame  hath  covered  my  face. 

8.  and  9.  ^  I  am  become  a  stranger  unto  my 
l^rethren,  even  an  alien  unto  my  mother's  children  ; 
for  the  zeal  of  thine  house  hath  even  eaten  me,  and 
the  rebukes  of  them  that  rebuked  thee  are  fallen 
upon  me.* 

10,  11,  and  12.  I  wept  and  chastened  myself 
with  fasting,  and  that  was  turned  to  my  reproof ;  I 
put  on  sackcloth  also,  and  they  jested  upon  me  ; 
they  that  sit  in  the  gate  speak  against  me,  and  the 
drunkards  make  songs  upon  me.' 

13  and  14.  But,  Lord,  I  make  my  prayer  unto 
thee  in  an  acceptable  time  :^  Hear  me,  O  God,  in  the 
multitude  of  thy  mercy,  even  in  the  truth  of  thy 
salvation. 

15  and  16.  Take  me  out  of  the  mire,  that  I  sink 
not :  O  let  me  be  delivered  from  them  that  hate  me, 
and  out  of  the  deep  waters  :  Let  not  the  waterflood 
drown  me,  neither  let  the  deep  swallow  me  up  ; 
and  let  not  the  pit  shut  her  mouth  upon  me.'^  » 

17  and  18.  Hear  me,  O  Lord,  for  thy  loving- 
kindness  is  comfortable  :  turn  thee  unto  me  according 
to  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies,  and  hide  not  thy 
face  from  thy  servant,  for  I  am  in  trouble  :  O  haste 
thee  and  hear  me. 

19  and  20.  Draw  nigh  unto  my  soul,  and  save  it ; 


«  See  John,  i.  11  ;  viii.  48  ;  ix.  29. 

'*>  See  John,  ii.  17  ;  Romans,  xv.  3. 

t*)  To  expiate  the  sins  of  his  creatures, 
the  King  of  Glory  became  a  man  of  sor- 
rows and  actiuainted  with  grief,  despised 


and  rejected  of  men,  the  very  scorn  of 
men,  and  the  outcast  of  the  people. 

'"'  The  acceptable  time  was  when  he 
offered  the  great  propitiatory  sacrifice. 

*'^  The  latter  part  of  this  praj'er  is  to 
the  effect  that  he  might  triumph  over  death- 
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0  deliver  me  because  of  mine  enemies.  Thou  hast 
known  my  reproof,  my  shame,  and  my  dishonour  ; 
mine  adversaries  are  all  in  thy  sight. 

21  and  22.  Thy  rebuke  hath  broken  my  heart ; 

1  am  full  of  heaviness.  I  looked  for  some  to  have 
pity  on  me,  but  there  was  no  man ;  neither  found  I 
any  to  comfort  me.  They  gave  me  gall  to  eat,  and 
when  I  M''as  thirsty,  they  gave  me  vinegar  to 
drink.* 

23  and  24.^  Let  their  table  be  made  a  snare  to 
take  themselves  withal  ;  and  let  the  things  which 
should  have  been  for  their  wealth,  be  unto  them 
an  occasion  of  falling  ;  let  their  eyes  be  blinded, 
that  they  see  not  ;  and  ever  bow  thou  down  their 
backs. 

25  and  26.  Pour  out  thine  indignation  upon 
them,  and  let  thy  wrathful  displeasure  take  hold 
of  them  ;  let  their  habitation  be  void,  and  no  man 
to  dwell  in  their  tents. 

27.  For  they  persecute  him  whom  thou  hast 
smitten,  and  they  talk  how  they  may  vex  them 
whom  thou  hast  wounded. 

28  and  29.  Let  them  fall  from  one  wickedness  to 
another,  and  not  come  into  thy  righteousness  :  let 
them  be  wiped  out  of  the  book  of  the  living,  and  not 
be  written  among  the  righteous. 

30,  31,  and  32."  As  for  me,  when  I  am  poor  and 
in  heaviness,  thy  help,  O  God,  shall  lift  me  up.     I 


O  See  Matthew,  xxvii.  34.  See  Rom.  xi.  9,  10  ;   1  Thes.  ii.  IS,  16; 

"'  At  this  verse  begins  a  prediction  of  Matt,  xxiii.  38 ;  Acts,  i.  20  ;  i.  16. 
those  dreadful  judgments  which  Heaven  ""'    The  infinite   superiority    between 

has  since  inflicted  upon  the  cmcifiers  of  the  best  legal  sacrifice  and  those  of  obe- 

theLordof  Glory,  and  which  the  Jews  im-  dience,  love,  and  praise,   as    oiTered    by 

precatcd  on  themselves  and  their  children.  Christ,  is  here  pointed  out. 
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will  praise  the  Name  of  God  with  a  song,  and  mag- 
nify it  with  thanksgiving.  This  also  shall  please 
the  Lord,  better  than  a  bullock  that  hath  horns  and 
hoofs. 

33  and  34.  The  humble  shall  consider  this,  and 
be  glad.  Seek  ye  after  God,  and  your  soul  shall 
live  ;  for  the  Lord  heareth  the  poor,  and  despiseth 
not  his  prisoners." 

35.  Let  heaven  and  earth  praise  him,  the  sea,  and 
all  that  movelh  therein. 

36  and  37-^^  For  God  will  save  Sion,  and  build 
the  cities  of  Judah,  that  men  may  dwell  there,  and 
have  it  in  possession  :  the  posterity  also  of  his  ser- 
vants shall  inherit  it,  and  they  that  love  his  Name 
shall  dwell  therein. 


act  110  pratn 

Almighty  God,  who,  of  thy  tender  love 
to  all  mankind,  didst  send  thine  only  Son 
Jesus  Christ  to  take  our  nature  upon  him  — 
didst  suffer  him  to  be  wounded  for  our  trans- 
gressions, to  be  bruised  for  our  iniquities,  that 
by  his  stripes,  the  just  suffering  for  the  unjust, 
we  might  be  healed,  —  O  give  us  grace  to  con- 
template this  great  mystery,  and  the  exceeding 
love  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  with  humility  of 
mind,  with  contrition  of  soul,  and  with  devo- 
tion of  heart.  Fill  us  with  an  awful  sense  of 
the  heinousness  of  sin,  of  thy  unbending  justice 

<">  By  the  Lord's  prisoners  are  meant        <"'  We  may  read  tliis  as  of  our  spiritual 
those  who  feel  the  bondage  of  sin.  Sion,  the  Church. 
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towards  hardened  sinners,  and  of  thy  great 
mercy  towards  all  who  sincerely  repent  and 
turn  from  their  sins,  and  fly  to  him  who  is  the 
Way,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life.  O  Lord,  grant 
us  grace  henceforward  to  walk  before  thee  in 
newness  of  life,  continually  mortifying  all  our 
corrupt  and  evil  affections,  and  evincing  by  our 
lives  the  obedience  of  faith  in  that  adorable 
Saviour  who  died  for  our  sins,  and  rose  again 
for  our  justification  ;  to  whom,  with  thee  and 
the  Holy  Spirit,  be  glory  and  praise,  now  and 
for  evermore.     Amen. 


February.^  BiSitnt^^^ftiVtf   ®ap. 

June.  V 

October,    j        PSALM  LXXI. 

The  Seventieth  Psalm  is  omitted,  as  being  nearly  in  the  same  words  as  the  latter 
part  of  the  Fortieth. 


^trntontttom 


In  time  of  affliction,  the  Christian  may  well 
resort  to  this  prayer  of  David,  which  com- 
mences with  a  declaration  of  his  firm  trust  and 
confidence  in  Almighty  God.  Let  us,  in  all 
such  seasons,  hold  fast  the  profession  of  our 
faith  without  wavering,  recollecting  what  great 
things  God  hath  already  done  for  us,  and  that, 
although  he  may  shew  us  troubles  and  adver- 
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sities  in  this  life,  yet  he  will  turn  and  refresh 
us,  bringing  us  from  the  deep  of  the  earth 
again  ;  and  let  us  all  remember  that  the  pro- 
mises of  salvation  are  made  to  those  who, 
renouncing  all  confidence  in  the  world  and  in 
themselves,  trust  to  God  alone  for  it. 

1.  In  thee,  O  Lord,  have  I  put  my  trust,  let  me 
never  be  put  to  confusion,  but  rid  me,  and  deUver 
me,  in  thy  righteousness  ;  incline  thine  ear  unto  me, 
and  save  me. 

2.  Be  thou  my  strong  hold,  whereunto  I  may 
always  resort.  Thou  hast  promised  to  help  me,  for 
thou  art  my  house  of  defence  and  my  castle. 

3.  Deliver  me,  O  my  God,  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
ungodly,  out  of  the  hand  of  the  unrighteous  and 
cruel  man. 

4.  For  thou,  O  Lord  God,  art  the  thing  that  I 
long  for  ;  thou  art  my  hope  even  from  my  youth. 

5.  Through  thee  have  I  been  holden  up  ever  since 
I  was  born ;  thou  art  he  that  'took  me  out  of  my 
mother's  womb  ;  my  praise  shall  be  always  of  thee. 

6.  I  am  become,  as  it  were,  a  monster^  unto 
many  ;  but  my  sure  trust  is  in  thee. 

7.  O  let  my  mouth  be  filled  with  thy  praise, 
that  I  may  sing  of  thy  glory  and  honour  all  the  day 
long. 

8.  Cast  me  not  away  in  the  time  of  age  ;  forsake 
me  not  when  my  strength  faileth  me. 

9.  For  mine  enemies  speak  against  me,  and  they 
that  lay  wait  for  my  soul  take  their  counsel  together, 
saying,  God  hath  forsaken  him  ;  persecute  him,  and 
take  him,  for  there  is  none  to  deliver  him. 

'  ''*  A  monster,  or  a  wonder — one  supposed  to  lie  under  God's  displeasure — a  warning. 
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10.  Go  not  far  from  me,  O  God ;  my  God,  haste 
thee  to  help  me. 

11.  Let  them  be  confounded  and  perish  that  are 
against  my  soul  ;  let  them  be  covered  with  shame 
and  dishonour  that  seek  to  do  me  evil. 

12.  As  for  me,  I  w^ill  patiently  abide  alway,  and 
will  praise  thee  more  and  more. 

1 3.  ]My  mouth  shall  daily  speak  of  thy  righteous- 
ness and  salvation,  for  I  know  no  end  thereof. 

14.  I  will  go  forth  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord  God, 
and  will  make  mention  of  thy  righteousness  only. 

15.  Thou,  O  God,  hast  taught  me  from  my  youth 
up  until  now  ;  therefore  will  I  tell  of  thy  wondrous 
works. 

16.  Forsake  me  not,  O  God,  in  mine  old  age, 
when  I  am  grey-headed,  until  I  have  shewed  thy 
strength  unto  this  generation,  and  thy  power  to  all 
them  that  are  yet  for  to  come. 

17.  Thy  righteousness,  O  God,  is  very  high,  and 
great  things  are  they  that  thou  hast  done.  O  God, 
who  is  like  unto  thee  ? 

18.  O  what  gi'eat  troubles  and  adversities  hast 
thou  shewed  me,  and  yet  didst  thou  turn  and  refresh 
me,  yea,  and  broughtest  me  from  the  deep  of  the 
earth  again. 

19.  Thou  hast  brought  me  to  great  honour,  and 
comforted  me  on  every  side. 

20.  Therefore  will  I  praise  thee  and  thy  faithful- 
ness, O  God,  playing  upon  an  instrument  of  music  ; 
unto  thee  will  I  sing  uiDon  the  harp,  O  thou  Holy 
One  of  Israel. 

21.  My  lips  will  be  fain^  when  I  sing  unto  thee, 
and  so  will  my  soul  whom  thou  hast  delivered. 

(»)  \ym  i)g  fain^  oj.  greatly  rejoice. 
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22.  My  tongue  also  shall  talk  of  thy  righteous- 
ness all  the  clay  long ;  for  they  are  confounded  and 
brought  unto  shame  that  seek  to  do  me  evil. 

Lord  of  all  power  and  might,  who  art  the 
author  and  giver  of  all  good  things,  graft  in 
our  hearts  the  love  of  thy  Name,  increase  in  us 
true  religion,  nourish  us  with  all  goodness,  and 
of  thy  great  mercy  keep  us  in  the  same,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

We  humbly  beseech  thee,  O  Father,  merci- 
fully to  look  upon  our  infirmities,  and  for  the 
glory  of  thy  Name  turn  from  us  all  those  evils 
which  we  most  righteously  have  deserved ;  and 
grant  that,  in  all  our  troubles,  we  may  put  our 
whole  trust  and  confidence  in  thy  mercy,  and 
evermore  serve  thee  in  holiness  and  pureness 
of  living,  to  thy  honour  and  glory,  through 
our  only  Mediator  and  Advocate,  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.     Amen. 


February. "J  ^Cto^tttB^ifOUrtlb  JBUVi* 

June.  > 

October,   j         PSALM  LXXII. 


admonition* 

There  are  so  many  verses  in  this  Psalm  that 
could  not  be  applied  to   Solomon,  that  it  is 
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quite  plain  that  the  Psahnist  speaks  propheti- 
cally of  the  reign  of  Messiah.  His  language 
corresponds  very  closely  with  that  of  Isaiah, 
and  other  sacred  writers,  both  in  the  Old 
and  New  Testament.  O  may  that  day  come 
quickly,  when  the  Gospel  of  Christ  shall  be 
set  up  in  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  making 
them  fruitful  in  righteousness  and  in  peace. 
And  when  we  pray  for  those  who  are  near  and 
dear  to  us,  let  us  desire  for  them  rather  spiri- 
tual than  temporal  blessings,  that  the  dew  of 
the  divine  blessing  may  descend  into  their 
hearts,  and  that  we  may  all  be  made  meet  to 
be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in 
light. 

1.  Give  the  King  thy  judgments,  O  God,  and 
thy  righteousness  unto  the  King's  son.^ 

2.  Then  shall  he  judge  thy  people  according  unto 
right,  and  defend  the  poor.^ 

3.  The  mountains  also  shall  bring  peace  ;  and  the 
little  hills  righteousness  unto  the  people.^ 

4.  He  shall  keep  the  simple  folk  by  their  right, 
defend  the  children  of  the  poor,  and  punish  the 
wrong-doer.* 

5.  They  shall  fear  thee  as  long  as  the  sun  and 
moon  endureth,  from  one  generation  to  another.^ 

6.  He  shall  come  down  like  rain  upon  the  mown 
grass ;  as  showers  that  water  the  earth.^ 

<•>  See  Isaiah,  is.  7  ;  xxxii.  1.  ">  Luke,  i.  33. 

<"  John,  V.  22.  w    Isaiah,   xUv.    3  and   4  ;  Iv.    10  ; 

<''  Isaiah,  lii.  7  and  8.  Hebrews,  vi.  7. 

'*'  By  the  simple  folk,  is  meant  the  meek. 
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7.  In  his  time  shall  the  righteous  flourish  ;  yea, 
and  abundance  of  peace,  so  long  as  the  moon 
endureth. 

8.  His  dominion  shall  be  also  from  the  one  sea  to 
the  other ;  and  from  the  flood  unto  the  world's 
end/ 

9.  They  that  dwell  in  the  wilderness  shall  kneel 
before  him  :  his  enemies  shall  lick  the  dust.* 

10.  The  kings  of  Tharsis,  and  of  the  isles,  shall 
give  jjresents  :  the  kings  of  Arabia,  and  Saba,  shall 
bring  gifts. 

11.  All  kings  shall  fall  down  before  him;  all 
nations  shall  do  him  service. 

12.  For  he  shall  deliver  the  poor  when  he  crieth, 
the  needy  also,  and  him  that  hath  no  helper. 

13.  He  shall  be  favourable  to  the  simple  and 
needy  ;  and  shall  preserve  the  souls  of  the  poor. 

14.  He  shall  deliver  their  souls  from  falsehood 
and  wrong,  and  dear  shall  their  blood  be  in  his 
sight. 

15.  He  shall  live,  and  unto  him  shall  be  given  of 
the  gold  of  Arabia  ;  prayer  shall  be  made  ever  unto 
him,  and  daily  shall  he  be  praised. 

16.  There  shall  be  an  heap  of  corn  in  the  earth, 
high  upon  the  hills :  his  fruit  shall  shake  like 
Libanus,  and  shall  be  green  in  the  city  like  grass 
upon  the  earth.* 

17.  His  Name  shall  endure  for  ever;  his  Name 
shall  remain  under  the  sun  among  the  posterities 
which  shall  be  blessed  through  him ;  and  all  the 
heathen  shall  praise  him. 


"'   Zechariah,  ix.  10.  '■"'>  The  spiritual  blessings  of  the  Gospel 

<''  Gen.  iii.  14  ;  Isaiah,  Ixv.  part  of  25  ;     are  here  shadowed  forth. 
Ix,  1  and  6. 
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18.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God,  even  the  God  of 
Israel,  which  only  doeth  wondrous  things  ; 

1 9.  And  blessed  be  the  Name  of  his  Majesty  for 
ever ;  and  all  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  his 
Majesty.     Amen,  Amen. 


net  U0  vtfls. 

O  blessed  Jesus,  whose  Divine  Spirit,  de- 
scending into  the  hearts  of  thy  faithful  people,  is, 
as  it  were,  like  showers  of  rain  falling  upon  the 
mown  grass,  be  pleased  by  the  ministry  of  thy 
word  by  the  Church,  to  extend  thy  blessings 
and  dominion  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
earth.  Make  thy  servants,  the  people  of  this 
nation,  whom  thou  hast  blessed  with  extensive 
temporal  power  over  the  heathen,  to  be  humble 
instruments  of  publishing  the  glad  tidings  of 
peace  and  salvation  to  those  who,  as  yet,  have 
not  known  thy  Name  ;  that  all  the  earth  may 
be  filled  with  the  majesty  of  thy  glory  ;  that 
all  idolatry  may  cease  for  ever,  and  the  hearts 
of  all  people  be  turned  unto  thee  ;  that  thou 
mayest  become  their  God,  enduing  their  minds 
with  a  lively  hope,  invigorating  their  under- 
standings to  the  full  assurance  of  faith,  so  that 
they  may  live  in  this  world  vnider  the  guidance 
of  thy  good  Spirit,  and  at  their  departing  hence 
may  be  received  into  mansions  of  everlasting 
felicity.  Grant  this,  O  merciful  Father,  for 
Jesus  Christ's  sake.     Amen. 


February.    ^   ^iDtnt^^J^iftt   ©ap. 

June.  > 

October.      S        PSALM  LXXIII. 


9]»monttion. 

The  Psalm  before  us,  like  the  37th,  describes 
the  vain  shew,  the  short  prosperity,  and  the 
miserable  end,  of  the  wicked  ;  and  it  shews  how, 
for  want  of  a  firm  trust  and  sure  confidence  in 
God,  we  may  put  a  wrong  construction  upon 
his  dispensations  to  man  in  his  present  state. 
By  entering  the  sanctuary  of  God,  the  Psalmist 
declares  that  his  understanding  was  enlightened ; 
and  so  will  ours  be,  if  we  diligently,  and  with 
humble  minds,  consult  God's  Holy  Word ;  for 
then  he  will  guide  us  with  his  counsel,  and 
after  that  receive  us  with  glory.  The  Psalmist, 
you  will  observe,  entertained  the  same  con- 
fident hope  of  a  future  state  of  bliss  that  Job 
did,  which  hope  supported  the  latter  through 
all  the  trials  with  which  it  pleased  God  to  visit 
him. 

1.  Truly  God  is  loving  unto  Israel,    even  unto 
such  as  are  of  a  clean  heart.^ 

2.  Nevertheless,  my  feet  were  almost  gone  ;  my 
treadings  had  well-nigh  slipped. 

'"'   This  persuasion  alone  should  silence  all  mistrust 
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3.  For  I  was  envious  at  the  foolish,  when  I  saw 
the  prosperity  of  the  wicked. 

4.  For  they  are  in  no  peril  of  death,  but  are  lusty 
and  strong. 

5.  They  come  in  no  misfortune  like  other  folk  ; 
neither  are  they  plagued  like  other  men. 

6.  And  this  is  the  cause  that  they  are  so  holden 
with  pride,  and  overwhelmed  with  cruelty.^ 

7.  Their  eyes  swell  with  fatness,  and  they  do 
even  what  they  lust. 

8.  They  corrupt  other,  and  speak  of  wicked 
blasphemy :  their  talking  is  against  the  Most 
High. 

9.  For  they  stretch  forth  their  mouth  unto  the 
heaven,  and  their  tongue  goeth  through  the  world. 

10.  Therefore  fall  the  people  unto  them;  and 
thereout  suck  they  no  small  advantage. 

1 1 .  Tush,  say  they,  how  should  God  perceive  it : 
is  there  knowledge  in  the  Most  High  ? 

12.  Lo,  these  are  the  ungodly,  these  prosper  in 
the  world,  and  these  have  riches  in  possession  ;  and 
I  said.  Then  have  I  cleansed  my  heart  in  vain,  and 
washed  mine  hands  in  innocency. 

13  &  14.  All  the  day  long  have  I  been  punished, 
and  chastened  every  morning ;  yea,  and  I  had 
almost  said  even  as  they  ;  but  lo  !  then  I  should 
have  condemned  the  generation  of  thy  children.'' 

15  &  16.  Then  thought  I  to  understand  this,  but 
it    was   too   hard    for   me,    until  I   went  into  the 


"'   We    see  here  the  grievous  effects  meant,  "  that  he  should  have  been  instru- 

of  prosperity  when  not  accompanieil  hy  a  mental  to  their  delusion,"  or  should  have 

thorough   sense    of  the    responsibility    it  practically  censured  that  faith   on   God, 

entails.  which  had  saved  his  children  from   put- 

'''  By  condetiming  the  generation  of  ting  an  improper  construction  upon  God's 

God's    children,   the    Psalmist    perhaps  dealings  with  them. 
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sanctuary  of  God ;  then  understood  I  the  end  of 
these  men. 

17  &  18.  Namely,  how  thou  dost  set  them  in 
slijipery  places,  and  castest  them  down,  and  de- 
stroyest  them.  Oh,  how  suddenly  do  they  consume, 
perish,  and  come  to  a  fearful  end ! 

19.  Yea,  even  like  as  a  dream  when  one 
awaketh,  so  shalt  thou  make  their  image  to  vanish 
out  of  the  city. 

20  &  21.  Thus  my  heart  was  grieved,  and  it 
went  even  through  my  reins  ;  so  foolish  was  I,  and 
ignorant,  even  as  a  beast,  before  thee. 

22  &  23.  Nevertheless,  I  am  alway  by  thee,  for 
thou  hast  holden  me  by  my  right  hand  ;  thou  shalt 
guide  me  with  thy  counsel,  and  after  that  receive 
me  with  glory. 

24.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ;  and  there 
is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  in  comparison  of 
thee. 

25.  My  flesh  and  my  heart  faileth,  but  God  is 
the  strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever. 

26.  For  lo !  they  that  forsake  thee  shall  perish  ; 
thou  hast  destroyed  all  them  that  commit  fornication 
against  thee.* 

27.  But  it  is  good  for  me  to  hold  me  fast  by 
God,  to  put  my  trust  in  the  Lord  God ;  and  to 
speak  of  all  thy  works  in  the  gates  of  the  daughter 
of  Sion. 


(''   The  Chiirch  is  often  spoken  of  as     as  fornication,  more  especially  the  offence 
"  the  wife  or  bride  of  the  Lord."  Offences     of  idolatry, 
against   God  arc  therefore  often  described 
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net  U0  {ira». 

O  Lord  God,  who  art  loving  unto  all  such 
as  are  of  a  clean  heart,  and  of  a  contrite  spirit, 
grant  that  we  may  not  be  holden  with  pride, 
nor  prone  to  cruelty,  nor  given  to  foolish 
talking ;  but  let  our  praise  be  of  thee,  and  of 
all  thy  wondrous  works.  O  God,  most  high, 
give  unto  us  such  religious  and  mortified 
affections,  that  we  may  never  thirst  after  the 
temporal  advantages  and  prosperities  of  the 
wicked.  Set  not  our  feet  in  slippery  places, 
lest  we  be  suddenly  cast  down,  and  have  our 
portion  in  the  lot  of  the  wicked,  who  perish 
and  come  to  a  fearful  end.  Guide  us  with  thy 
counsel,  that  we,  holding  ourselves  fast  by 
thee,  and  putting  our  trust  in  thee,  O  God, 
thou  mayest  be  the  strength  of  our  hearts,  the 
hope  of  our  souls,  and  the  ground  of  all  our 
confidence,  that  so,  when  this  life  is  ended, 
thou  mayest  receive  us  to  glory,  for  the  sake 
and  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen. 


February. "J  ^tHentU'^iXtfi  3©aB« 

June.  > 

October,   j         PSALM  LXXIV. 


ai2rmonttton. 

This  Psalm  must  have  been  written  after  the 
destruction  of  Solomon's  temple,  ^nd  the  dese- 
cration of  the  Holy  City  by  the  Chaldeans. 
Israel,  as  a  nation,  was  typically  (what  true 
Christians  are  really)  the  sheep  of  God's 
pasture,  his  purchased  congregation,  and  ran- 
somed inheritance :  an  appeal  is,  therefore, 
made  to  God  for  protection  —  his  former 
mercies  are  called  to  mind — his  covenant  is 
spoken  of,  and  the  perpetual  evidences  of  his 
goodness  to  mankind,  as  displayed  in  the 
vicissitudes  of  the  seasons,  and  the  alternations 
of  day  and  night,  are  brought  forwai'd  as 
grounds  of  confidence,  that  he  only  waiteth 
to  be  gracious  unto  those  who  call  upon  him. 
In  times  of  persecution  and  of  trouble,  let  us 
pray  without  ceasing :  the  prayer  of  a  righteous 
man  availeth  much,  and  that  Almighty  Being, 
without  whose  permission  not  even  a  sparrow 
falleth  to  the  ground,  may  see  fit  to  grant  to 
the  earnest  entreaties  of  his  people  that  deli- 
verance which  neither  the  wealth  nor  the 
power  of  man  can  procure  for  himself 
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1.  O  God,  wherefore  art  thou  absent  from  us  so 
long ;  why  is  thy  wrath  so  hot  against  the  sheep  of 
thy  pasture  ? 

2.  O  think  upon  thy  congregation,  whom  thou 
hast  purchased  and  redeemed  of  old. 

3.  Think  upon  the  tribe  of  thine  inheritance  ;  and 
Mount  Sion,  wherein  thou  hast  dwelt. 

4.  Lift  up  thy  feet,  that  thou  mayest  utterly 
destroy  every  enemy  which  hath  done  evil  in  thy 
sanctuary. 

5.  Thine  adversaries  roar  in  the  midst  of  thy 
congregations,  and  set  \vp  their  banners  for  tokens. 

6  &  7.  He  that  hewed  timber  afore  out  of  the 
thick  trees,  was  known  to  bring  it  to  an  excellent 
work  ;  but  now  they  break  down  all  the  carved 
work  thereof  with  axes  and  hammers.^ 

8.  They  have  set  fire  upon  thy  holy  places,  and 
have  defiled  the  dwelling-place  of  thy  Name,  even 
unto  the  ground. 

9.  Yea,  they  said  in  their  hearts,  Let  us  make 
havoc  of  them  altogether  ;  thus  have  they  burnt  up 
all  the  houses  of  God  in  the  land. 

10.  We  see  not  our  tokens:  there  is  not  one 
prophet  more,  no  not  one  is  there  among  us  that 
understandeth  any  more. 

11.  O  God,  how  long  shall  the  adversary  do  this 
dishonoiu ;  how  long  shall  the  enemy  blaspheme 
thy  Name,  for  ever  ?  ^ 


"'  It  had  been  thought  an  employment  '*'  The  reproaches  and  blasphemies  which 

of  much  honour  and  merit,  to  cut  down  insulting  idolaters  incessantly  poured  out 

ajid  prepare  timber  for  the  sanctuary,  but  against  God  and  hisworshippers,  were  the 

now,  he  that  doeth  most  havoc,  is  most  principal  cause   of  the  complaint   of  his 

praised,  people. 
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12.  Why  withdrawest  thou  thy  hand;  why 
pluckest  thou  not  thy  right  hand  out  of  thy  bosom 
to  consume  the  enemy  ? 

13.  For  God  is  my  King  of  old :  the  help  that  is 
done  upon  earth,  he  doeth  it  himself. 

14.  Thou  didst  divide  the  sea  through  thy 
power :  thou  brakest  the  heads  of  the  dragons  in 
the  waters. 

15.  Thou  smotest  the  heads  of  Leviathan  in 
pieces,  and  gavest  him  to  be  meat  for  the  peojple  in 
the  wilderness.^ 

16.  Thou  broughtest  out  fountains  and  waters 
out  of  the  hard  rocks  ;  thou  driedst  up  mighty 
waters. 

17  &  18.  The  day  is  thine,  and  the  night  is 
thine ;  thou  hast  prepared  the  light  and  the  sun  : 
thou  hast  set  all  the  borders  of  the  earth  ;  thou  hast 
made  summer  and  winter. 

19.  Remember  this,  O  Lord,  how  the  enemy 
hath  rebviked,  and  how  the  foolish  people  hath 
blasphemed  thy  Name. 

20  &  21.  O  deliver  not  the  soul  of  thy  turtle 
dove  unto  the  multitude  of  the  enemies  ;*  and  forget 
not  the  congregation  of  the  poor  for  ever  :  look  upon 
the  covenant,  for  all  the  earth  is  full  of  darkness, 
and  cruel  habitations. 

22.  O  let  not  the  simple  go  away  asahmed,  but 
let  the  poor  and  needy  give  praise  unto  thy  Name. 

23.  Arise,  O  God,  maintain  thine  own  cause  ; 
remember  how  the  foolish  man  blasphemeth  thee 
daily. 


*''•  Pharaoh  is  here  spoken  of  as  the         ">  The  Church  is  spoken  of  under  the 
LeTiathan.  beautiful    image   of  the   turtle   dove    of 

Christ. 
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24.  Forget  not  the  voice  of  thine  enemies  ;  the 
presumption  of  them  that  hate  thee  increaseth  ever 
more  and  more. 


Utt  U0  pras* 

O  blessed  Jesus,  who  dost  sometimes  tliink 
fit  to  call  thy  faithful  servants  to  bear  their 
cross  for  thy  sake,  and  dost  sometimes  afflict 
thy  Church,  that  thou  mayest  thereby  cleanse 
her  from  iniquity  ;  prepare  us,  we  most  humbly 
beseech  thee,  to  bear  with  meekness  and  submis- 
sion the  decrees  of  thy  almighty  wisdom.  Give 
us  grace  to  live  according  to  the  rules  of  our  most 
holy  faith,  that  we  may  have  courage  and  com- 
fort in  suffering  for  it,  if  such  be  thy  good 
pleasure.  Enable  us  to  trust  in  thy  goodness, 
for  support  and  deliverance,  and  to  fix  our 
minds  steadfastly  on  those  heavenly  joys  with 
which  the  sufferings  of  this  world  are  not 
worthy  to  be  compared,  that  when  thou  shalt 
appear  again  with  power  and  great  glory,  we 
may  be  made  like  unto  thee  in  thine  eternal 
kingdom,  who  livest  and  reignest  with  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 


Februaey."^  5rtorttt8=Selientlb  isae. 

June.  > 

October.   J  PSALMS  LXXV.  &  LXXVI. 


The  first  verse  of  the  75th  Psalm  is  spoken 
in  the  name  of  the  people  addressing  their 
praises  to  God  for  his  mercies.  The  remainder 
of  it  appears  spoken  in  the  person  of  the 
Messiah,  who  declares,  that  in  the  appointed 
season,  he  will  execute  righteous  judgment. 
He  reminds  those  who  foolishly  trust  in  their 
own  strength,  that  it  is  God  who  putteth  down 
one  and  setteth  up  another,  and  that  from  his 
cup  he  dispenses  blessings  upon  the  righteous, 
and  tribulation  upon  the  ungodly.  The  76th 
Psalm  appears  to  have  been  a  tribute  of  praise 
to  God  for  the  deliverance  of  his  chosen 
people,  by  the  destruction  of  Sennacherib's 
army  before  Jerusalem.  What  is  valour,  or 
strength,  or  the  wisdom  of  this  world,  against 
the  Almighty  ?  Safe  and  happy  are  the  people 
who  have  the  Lord  for  their  God  :  to  him  let 
each  of  us  as  individuals  vow  and  pay  the 
reverential  tribute  of  an  humble  and  a  grateful 
heart,  praying  that  he  would  restrain  the 
powers  of  darkness,  and  not  suffer  sin  to  have 
dominion  over  us. 
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PSALM  LXXV. 

1  &  2.  Unto  thee,  O  God,  do  we  give  thanks, 
yea,  unto  thee  do  we  give  thanks ;  thy  Name  also 
is  so  nigh,  and  that  do  thy  wondrous  works 
declare. 

3.  When  I  receive  the  congregation,  I  shall  judge 
according  unto  right. 

4.  The  earth  is  weak,  and  all  the  inhabiters 
thereof :  I  bear  up  the  pillars  of  it. 

5.  I  said  unto  the  fools,  Deal  not  so  madly ;  and 
to  the  ungodly.  Set  not  up  your  horn.^ 

6.  Set  not  up  your  horn  on  high,  and  speak  not 
with  a  stiff  neck. 

7  &  8.  For  promotion  cometh  neither  from  the 
east,  nor  from  the  west,  nor  yet  from  the  south  :  and 
why  ?  God  is  the  Judge  ;  he  putteth  down  one,  and 
setteth  up  another. 

9.  For  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  there  is  a  cup, 
and  the  wine  is  red  ;  it  is  full  mixed,  and  he  poureth 
out  of  the  same. 

10.  As  for  the  dregs  thereof,  all  the  ungodly  of 
the  earth  shall  drink  them,  and  suck  them  out. 

11.  But  I  will  talk  of  the  God  of  Jacob,  and  praise 
him  for  ever. 

12.  All  the  horns  of  the  ungodly  also  will  I  break, 
and  the  horns  of  the  righteous  shall  be  exalted. 


PSALM  LXXVI. 

1  &  2.  In  Jewry  is  God  known  ;  his  Name  is 

<■'  The  horn  is  used  as  an  emblem  of  power. 
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great  in  Israel :  at  Salem  is  his  tabernacle,  and  his 
dwelling  in  Sion. 

3.  There  brake  he  the  arrows  of  the  bow,  the 
shield,  the  sword,  and  the  battle. 

4.  Thou  art  of  more  honour  and  might  than  the 
hills  of  the  robbers. 

5.  The  stout-hearted  are  spoiled  ;  they  have  slept 
their  sleep,  and  none  of  the  men  of  might  have  found 
their  hands. 

6.  At  thy  rebuke,  O  God  of  Jacob,  both  the 
chariot  and  horse  are  fallen. 

7.  Thou,  even  thou  art  to  be  feared  ;  and  who 
may  stand  in  thy  sight  when  thou  art  angry  ? 

8  &  9.  Thou  didst  cause  thy  judgment  to  be 
heard  from  heaven  :  the  earth  trembled,  and  was 
still,  when  God  arose  to  judgment,  and  to  help  all 
the  meek  upon  earth. 

10.  The  fierceness  of  man  shall  turn  to  thy 
praise,  and  the  fierceness  of  them  shalt  thou  refrain. 

11.  Promise  unto  the  Lord  your  God,  and  keep 
it,  all  ye  that  are  round  about  him  ;  bring  presents 
unto  Him  that  ought  to  be  feared. 

12.  He  shall  refrain  the  spirit  of  princes,  and  is 
wonderful  among  the  kings  of  the  earth. 


O  Lord  God,  the  Judge  of  all  the  world, 
from  whom  cometh  all  promotion  and  all 
punishment,  have  mercy  upon  us  now,  and  at 
the  hour  of  death,  and  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
when  thou  shalt  judge  all  the  congregations  of 
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men  and  angels  according  unto  right.  O  give 
us  grace  to  await  thy  coming  in  all  humility 
and  charity,  that  we  be  not  stiff-necked  and 
exalted  in  our  own  opinions  and  conceptions,  but 
may  submit  to  thy  yoke  with  meekness  and 
obedience,  that  when  thou  shalt  pour  forth  the 
cup  of  vengeance  upon  the  ungodly,  we  may 
not  drink  or  taste  the  dregs  thereof,  but  may  sit 
down  at  thy  table,  and  be  satisfied  with  the 
blessings  of  eternity,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen. 


February.^  Cto^tttB=iEt5t)tt)   BftB* 

June.  V 

October.    J        PSALM  LXXVII. 


^Irmoittttom 

This  Psalm  was  probably  composed  during 
the  captivity  of  the  children  of  Israel  in  Baby- 
lon. It  contains  a  complaint  of  sufferings  ;  and 
in  it  we  see  the  workings  of  a  mind  at  first  dis- 
trustful, but  enabled,  by  looking  back  upon 
past  mercies,  to  view  the  dispensations  of  Pro- 
vidence in  a  juster  light.  Recollection  of 
former  mercies  is  the  best  preservative  against' 
unjust  complaint  when  grief  becomes  our  por- 
tion. The  way  of  God  is  holy  ;  his  footsteps 
are  not  known  :  and  as  we  see,  that  under  the 
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first  covenant  he  led  his  people  like  sheep  by 
the  hands  of  Moses  and  Aaron,  so  let  us  rest 
assured,  that  unto  those  who  have  been 
"  bought  vi^ith  a  price,"  and  are  thus  become, 
under  the  second  covenant,  the  ransomed  of 
the  Lord,  he  will  give  the  help  of  his  grace, 
and  establish  with  his  free  Spirit,  all  who  ear- 
nestly pray  to  him  for  the  same. 


1.  I  will  cry  unto  God  with  my  voice,  even  unto 
God  will  I  cry  with  my  voice,  and  he  shall  hearken 
unto  me. 

2.  'In  the  time  of  my  trouble  I  sought  the  Lord  ; 
my  sore  ran,  and  ceased  not  in  the  night  season  ;  my 
soul  refused  comfort. 

3.  When  I  am  in  heaviness,  I  will  think  upon 
God ;  when  my  heart  is  vexed,  I  will  complain. 

4.  "Thou  holdest  mine  eyes  waking  ;  I  am  so 
feeble  that  I  cannot  speak. 

5  and  6.  I  have  considered  the  days  of  old,  and 
the  years  that  are  past  ;  I  call  to  remembrance  my 
song,  and  in  the  night  I  commune  with  mine  own 
heart,  and  search  out  my  spirits. 

7  and  8.  ^Will  the  Lord  absent  himself  for  ever, 
and  will  he  be  no  more  entreated  ?  Is  his  mercy 
clean  gone  for  ever,  and  is  his  promise  come  utterly 
to  an  end  for  evermore  ? 


<"   The  captive  in  Babylon  mourns  his         <''  Throiigli  grief  and  anxiety  sleepless 

continued  absence  from  the    Holy   City,  nights  are  produced, 
where  dwelt  the  God  of  his   love.     So         '"'  Such  is  the  Psalmist's  meditation, 

also  St  Paul,  who  expressed  his  willing-  wherein  his  faith  replies  to  the  doubts 

ness  to  be  absent  from  the  body,  that  he  which  his  present  calamities  had  transi- 

might  be  present  with  the  Lord.  torily  raised  in  his  mind. 


212  TWENTY-EIGHTH  DAY. 

9.  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious,  and  will 
he  shut  up  his  loving-kindness  in  displeasure  ? 

10.  And  I  said,  It  is  mine  own  infirmity  ;  but  I 
will  remember  the  years  of  the  right  hand  of  the 
Most  Highest. 

11.  I  will  remember  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and 
call  to  mind  thy  wonders  of  old  time. 

12.  I  will  think  also  of  all  thy  works,  and  my 
talking  shall  be  of  thy  doings. 

13.  Thy  way,  O  God,  is  holy  :  who  is  so  great  a 
God  as  our  God  ? 

14.  Thou  art  the  God  that  doeth  wonders,  and 
hast  declared  thy  power  among  the  people. 

15.  Thou  hast  mightily  delivered  thy  people, 
even  the  sons  of  Jacob  and  Joseph. 

16.  The  waters  saw  thee,  O  God,  the  waters 
saw  thee  and  were  afraid  ;  the  depths  also  were 
troubled. 

17-  The  clouds  poured  out  water,  the  air  thun- 
dered, and  thine  arrows  went  abroad. 

18.  The  voice  of  thy  thunder  was  heard  round 
about ;  the  lightnings  shone  upon  the  ground  ;  the 
earth  was  moved  and  shook  withal. 

19.  Thy  way  is  in  the  sea,  and  thy  paths  in  the 
great  waters,  and  thy  footsteps  are  not  known. 

20.  Thou  leddest  thy  people  like  sheep,  by  the 
hand  of  Moses  and  Aaron. 


net  U0  {itay* 

O  God,  who  doest  wonders,  and  hast  declared 
thy  almighty  power  most  chiefly  in  shewing 
mercy    and  pity,    let   the    experience   of    thy 
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loving-kindness  in  times  past  make  such  deep 
impression  on  our  hearts  and  memories,  that 
when  we  are  in  heaviness  we  may  think  upon 
thee,  and  in  the  midst  of  our  calamities  may 
address  ourselves  unto  thee.     Give  us  grace,  O 
God,    to    know,    that    in    chastening  us,  thou    t 
dealest  with  us  as  with  sons,  and  only  waitest    i 
to   be   gracious  when  thy    children    cry    unto    j 
thee  ;  and  should  it  be  thy  good  pleasure  to    I 
try    us  in  the  furnace  of  affliction,  or  to  lay    I 
trouble  and  heaviness   upon   our  loins,   O  do    j 
thou  so  strengthen  us  with  thy  power  in  the    \ 
inner  man,  that  we  may  never  be  mistrustful  of   ' 
thy  gracious    care  of  us,  but  may  be  endued    | 
with  a  meek  and   patient   submission   to   thy    | 
divine  will,  knowing,  that  if  we  faint  not,  thou 
wilt  in  due  season  bring  us  out  of  trouble  into 
a  land  of  everlasting  rest  and  comfort,  through. 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


February.  ^  ^torttt|)=iaittttJ   MaV. 

June.  V  p*kt  of 

OcTOBKK.     j      PSALM   LXXVIII. 


The  account  of  God's  dealings  with  his 
people,  celebrated  in  this  Psalm,  begins  with 
the  law  or  testimony,  appointed  and  established 
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in  Israel  by  the  hand  of  Moses.  Under  these 
names  are  comprehended  not  only  the  precepts 
and  ceremonies,  but  the  several  transactions  to 
which  they  referred,  and  in  commemoration  of 
which  they  were  instituted,  as  also  that  future 
salvation  to  which  they,  as  well  as  the  transac- 
tions, had  an  aspect.  Thus  the  Passover,  for 
instance,  looked  forward  to  the  Redemption 
by  the  Messiah.  The  Law,  thus  considered  as 
involving  the  Gospel  within  it,  was,  to  pious 
Israelites,  the  fountain  of  wisdom  and  source  of 
delight.  They  were  to  meditate  therein  day 
and  night,  and  to  teach  it  to  their  children, 
and  their  children's  children.  And  the  same 
reason  for  the  commandment  thus  given  to 
them  in  respect  to  the  Law,  holds  in  our  case 
with  respect  to  the  Gospel ;  namely, — that  the 
chosen  people,  renouncing  the  world,  with  its 
idols  and  lusts,  should  believe,  and  set  their 
hope,  in  the  true  God  and  only  Saviour,  and 


not  forget  the  work  which  he  hatli  wrought  for 
their  redemption.  Let  the  Christian,  who 
perhaps  is  amazed  at  the  frequent  rebellions  of 
stiff-necked  Israel,  reflect  within  himself  on 
the  extent  of  his  own  forgetfulness  of  his  bap- 
tismal covenant  ;  he  must  then  acknowledge 
the  goodness  of  God  in  causing  these  things  to 
be  written  for  our  admonition,  to  the  intent 
that  we  should  not  lust  after  evil  things,  but 
walk  soberly,  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  the 
keeping  of  his  commandments. 
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1 .  Hear  my  law,  O  my  people  ;  incline  your  ears 
unto  the  words  of  my  mouth. 

2  and  3.  'I  will  open  my  mouth  in  a  parable  ;  I 
will  declare  hard  sentences  of  old,  which  we  have 
heard,  and  known,  and  such  as  our  fathers  have  told 
us  ; 

4.  That  we  should  not  hide  them  from  the  chil- 
dren of  the  generations  to  come  ;  but  to  shew  the 
honour  of  the  Lord,  his  mighty  and  wonderful 
works  that  he  hath  done. 

5  and  6.  He  made  a  covenant  with  Jacob,  and 
gave  Israel  a  law,  which  he  commanded  our  fore- 
fathers to  teach  their  children  ;  that  their  posterity 
might  know  it,  and  the  children  which  were  yet 
unborn. 

7  and  8.  To  the  intent,  that  when  they  came  up, 
they  might  shew  their  children  the  same ;  that  they 
might  put  their  trust  in  God,  and  not  to  forget  the 
works  of  God,  but  to  keep  his  commandments  ; 

9.  And  not  to  be  as  their  forefathers,  a  faithless 
generation,  a  generation  that  set  not  their  heart 
aright,  and  whose  spirit  cleaveth  not  steadfastly 
unto  God ; 

10.  Like  as  the  children  of  Ephraim,  who,  being 
harnessed,  and  carrying  bows,  turned  themselves 
back  in  the  day  of  battle.^ 

11  and  12.  They  kept  not  the  covenant  of  God, 
and  would  not  walk  in  his  law,  but  forgat  what  he 

'"   See  1  Cor.  x.   11.     The  facts  here         "'  The  cowardice  of  Ephraim,  when 

related  being  types  or  representations  of  prepared  for  battle,  must  have  arisen  from 

other  facts,  and  comprehending  instruction  want  of  trust  in  God,     Let  the  Christian 

and  admonition  for  future  times,  are  con-  soldier,  mindful  of  his  own  frailty,  put  on 

sidered  hy  the  Psalmist  in  the  light  of  the  whole  armour  of  God. 
parables. 
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had  done,  and  the  wonderful  works  that  he  had 
shewed  for  them. 

13.  Marvellous  things  did  he  in  the  sight  of  our 
forefathers,  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  even  in  the  field  of 
Zoan. 

14.  He  divided  the  sea,  and  let  them  go  through  ; 
he  made  the  waters  to  stand  on  an  heap.^ 

15.  In  the  day  time  also  he  led  them  with  a 
cloud,  and  all  the  night  through  with  a  light  of 
fire. 

16.  He  clave  the  hard  rocks  in  the  wilderness, 
and  gave  them  drink  thereof,  as  it  had  been  out  of 
the  great  depth. 

17.  He  brought  waters  out  of  the  stony  rock,*  so 
that  it  gushed  out  like  the  rivers. 

18.  Yet  for  all  this  they  sinned  more  against  him, 
and  provoked  the  Most  Highest  in  the  wilderness. 

O  Almighty  God,  who,  in  thy  wonderful 
doings  for  thy  people  Israel,  didst  foreshew  the 
still  greater  miracles  which  thou  hast  wrought 
for  all  them  that  believe  on  thy  Son's  name, 
vouchsafe,  we  beseech  thee,  to  direct,  sanctify, 
and  govern  both  our  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
ways  of  thy  laws,  and  in  the  works  of  thy  com- 
mandments. Take  from  us,  O  God,  all  hard- 
ness of  heart,  all  contempt  of  thy  word,  and  so 

'  "'  This  miracle  lias  been  considered  as-  passage  tlirough  liie  grave  to  the  glorious 

a  type  of  our  Christian  baptism,  and   as  inheritance  of  our  heavenly  Canaan, 

containing  in  it  the  mysteries  of  our  resur-  '**    Which   rock    represented    Christ, 

lection  to  a  state  of  grace  here,  and  of  our  1  Cor.  x.  4. 
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bring  into  subjection  all  our  unruly  wills  and 
affections,  that  we  may  love  the  thing  which 
thou  commandest,  and  desire  that  which  thou 
dost  promise.  Endue  us,  O  God,  with  such 
unbounded  trust  and  confidence  in  thee,  that 
in  times  of  adversity  or  affliction,  we  fall  not 
from  our  steadfastness,  but  may  have  power  to 
resist  all  the  evil  insinuations  of  Satan,  and  to 
hold  us  fast  by  thee.  May  thy  wonderful  works 
of  grace  and  mercy  be  ever  present  to  our 
minds,  and  may  the  glorious  hopes  thou  hast 
set  before  us  animate  us  in  all  our  conflicts  with 
our  spiritual  adversaries.  And  grant,  O  God, 
that  being  made  inore  than  conquerors  through 
him  that  loved  us,  we  may,  through  his  merits,  be 
made  partakers  of  his  joys  ;  and  this  we  humbly 
beg  in  the  name,  and  through  the  mediation  of 
the  same  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ.     Amen. 


} 


Effivtiett)  WaU' 

J  UNE.  V  CONTINUATION  OF 

October.    S       PSALM  LXXVIII. 


^l»motttttom 

Bishop  Home  observes,    "that   the  Psalms 
are  an  epitome  of  the  Bible,  adapted  to  the 
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purposes  of  devotion."  And  certainly  this 
remark  applies  with  peculiar  force  to  the 
Psalm  now  before  us,  having  respect  to  pas- 
sages in  the  Old  Testament,  which  are  applied 
both  by  our  Saviour  anc]  his  Apostles  in  the 
New  Testament,  to  prove  the  sacramental 
nature  of  God's  dealings  with  Israel,  and  that 
Christ  was  the  true  bread  of  life,  typified  by  the 
manna  in  the  wilderness.  We  are  here  taught 
the  great  sin  of  murmuring  against  God  ;  and 
seeing  that  such  murmurs,  growing  out  of 
infidelity,  drew  down,  not  only  immediate 
vengeance,  but  the  permanent  exclusion  of  a 
whole  race  from  the  promised  land,  let  us, 
my  fellow  Christians,  take  heed  to  our  ways, 
lest  we  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God,  and 
fail  to  obtain  that  inheritance  in  the  heavenly 
Canaan,  purchased  for  us  by  the  blood  of 
Christ. 


1 9.  They  tempted  God  in  their  hearts ; '  and  re- 
quired meat  for  their- lusts. 

20  and  21.  They  spake  against  God  also,  saying, 
Shall  God  prepare  a  table  in  the  wilderness  ?  He 
smote  the  stony  rock  indeed,  that  the  waters  gushed 
out,  and  the  streams  flowed  withal ;  but  can  he  give 
bread  also,  or  provide  flesh  for  his  people  ?* 

22  and  23.    When  the  Lord  heard  this,  he  was 


^*'  Infidelity  was  the  cause  of  those  dis-  their  lusts,    yet  we  see   that  inordinate 

contents   which   drew   down   the   heavy  desires,  though  sometimes  complied  with, 

displeasure  of  God  ;  and  although  he  was  do  not  therefore  go  unpunished, 
pleased  to  testify  his  power  by  gratifying 
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wroth  ;  so  the  fire  was  kindled  in  Jacob,  and  there 
came  up  heavy  disjDleasure  against  Israel,  because 
they  believed  not  in  God,  and  put  not  their  trust  in 
his  help. 

24  and  25.  So  he  commanded  the  clouds  above, 
and  opened  the  doors  of  heaven  :  he  rained  down 
manna  also  upon  them  for  to  eat,  and  gave  them 
food  from  heaven." 

26.  So  man  did  eat  angels'  food ;''  for  he  sent  them 
meat  enough. 

27.  He  caused  the  east  wind  to  blow  under 
heaven ;  and  through  his  power  he  brought  in  the 
south-west  wind. 

28.  He  rained  flesh  upon  them  as  thick  as  dust, 
and  feathered  fowls  like  as  the  sand  of  the  sea. 

29  and  30.  He  let  it  fall  among  their  tents,  even 
round  about  their  habitation  ;  so  they  did  eat  and 
were  well  filled,  for  he  gave  them  their  own  desire  ; 
they  were  not  disappointed  of  their  lust. 

31.  But  while  the  meat  was  yet  in  their  mouths, 
the  heavy  wrath  of  God  came  upon  them,  and  slew 
the  wealthiest  of  them  :  yea,  and  smote  down  the 
chosen  men  that  were  in  Israel. 

32  and  33.  But  for  all  this  they  sinned  yet  more, 
and  believed  not  his  wondrous  works ;  therefore 
their  days  did  he  consume  in  vanity,  and  their  years 
in  trouble.^ 

34  and  35.  When  he  slew  them,  they  sought  him, 
and  turned  them  early,  and  inquired  after  God  ;  and 
they  remembered  that  God  was  their  strength,  and 
that  the  high  God  was  their  redeemer. 

(•>    Sec  John,  vi.  31  nnd   35,  ;ind  47  '''   Mercies  are  fullowed  by   provoc.v 

to  58.  tions,  and  fresh  proTocations  draw  down 

'''   Or  bread,  fit  to  support  the  migh-  fresh  jiidRments.     See  Jude,  15,  16. 
ticst  of  men. 
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36  and  37-  Nevertheless,  they  did  but  flatter 
him  with  their  mouth,  and  dissembled  with  him  in 
their  tongue ;  for  their  heart  was  not  whole  with 
him,  neither  continued  they  steadfast  in  his 
covenant. 

38.  and  39.  But  he  was  so  merciful,  that  he 
forgave  their  misdeeds,  and  destroyed  them  not ; 
yea,  many  a  time  turned  he  his  wrath  away,  and 
would  not  suffer  his  whole  displeasure  to  arise.^ 

40.  For  he  considered  that  they  were  but  flesh ; 
and  that  they  were  even  a  wind  that  passeth 
away,  and  cometh  not  again. 

iLrt  U0  ptayh 

O  Lord  God  omnipotent,  who  didst  deliver 
thy  chosen  people  Israel  from  the  bondage  of 
Egypt,  and  didst  wonderfully  preserve  them 
by  thy  presence  ;  thou  God,  who  didst  feed 
them  in  the  wilderness  with  bread  from  heaven, 
and  didst  give  them  drink  from  the  rock ;  thou 
God,  who  didst  punish  the  generation  that 
rebelled  against  thee,  and  yet,  mindful  of  thy 
covenant  and  of  the  frailty  of  man,  didst  many 
a  time  turn  thy  wrath  away,  and  wouldst  not 
suffer  thy  whole  displeasure  to  arise  :  O  be 
thou  graciously  pleased  to  defend  us,  thy  ran- 
somed people,  by  thy  mighty  power,  from  the 
assaults  of  our  spiritual  enemies  ;  to  nourish  our 
souls  with  the  bread  of  life,  and  to  give  us 
drink  of  that  Rock  from  whence  flowed  the 

'''   Sec  Romans,  ii.  1  to  1 1. 
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blood  and  water  of  our  redemption.  And 
grant,  O  gracious  God,  that  our  hearts  may  be 
set  aright,  that  our  spirits  may  cleave  unto 
thee  ;  that,  being  steadfast  in  faith,  and  joyful 
through  hope,  we  may  always  abound  in  the 
works  of  thy  laws,  and  may  be  immoveably 
fixed  in  the  observance  of  thy  statutes.  And 
when,  through  infirmity,  we  fall,  O  suffer  not 
thy  vengeance  to  consume  us ;  but  let  thy 
loving  correction  call  us  home,  that  we  may 
not  have  our  portion  with  the  impenitent, 
but  may  be  numbered  with  the  flock  of  the 
true  Israel,  and  be  admitted  into  the  fold  of 
the  heavenly  shepherd,  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom, 
with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour 
and  glory,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


J 


^f)ivtn'^iv^t  nav:* 


CONTINlIATtON  OF 


October.    \       PSALM  LXXVIII. 


^Hmonttion. 

We  must  bear  in  mind  the  object  which  the 
Psalmist  declared  he  had  in  view  in  recount- 
ing to  the  people  the  various  instances  of 
God's  providential  interference  on  their  behalf, 
namely,  That  they  might  put  their  trust  in 
God,  and  not  to  forget  the  works  of  God,  but 
to  keep  his  commandments ;  and  not  to  be,  as 
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their  forefathers,  a  faithless  and  stubborn  gene- 
ration,— a  generation  that  set  not  their  hearts 
aricrht,  and  whose  spirit  cleaveth  not  steadfastly 
unto  God.  Rebellion  against  God  will  cause 
even  the  most  favoured  nation  to  be  "  abhorred" 
by  him,  and  will  induce  him  to  remove  from 
them  those  spiritual  blessings  attendant  upon  an 
evangelical  Church  where  his  Spirit  dwelleth. 
The  call  of  David  from  a  sheepfold  to  a  throne, 
teacheth  us,  that  he  who  hath  shewed  himself 
faithful  in  a  few  things  is  accounted  worthy  of 
exaltation,  though  he  may,  like  David,  and  like 
the  blessed  Son  of  David,  enter  through  suffer- 
ings into  glory. 

41  and  42.  Many  a  time  did  they  provoke  him 
in  the  wilderness,  and  grieved  him  in  the  desert : 
they  turned  back  and  tempted  God,  and  moved  the 
Holy  One  in  Israel. 

43  and  44.  They  thought  not  of  his  hand,  and  of 
the  day  when  he  delivered  them  from  the  hand  of 
the  enemy ;  how  he  had  wrought  his  miracles  in 
Egypt,  and  his  wonders  in  the  field  of  Zoan. 

45.  '"He  turned  their  waters  into  blood,  so  that 
they  might  not  drink  of  the  rivers. 

46.  He  sent  lice  among  them,  and  devoured  them 
up,  and  frogs  to  destroy  them. 

47-  He  gave  their  fruit  unto  the  caterpillar,  and 
their  labour  unto  the  grasshojjper. 


""  The  plagues  of  Egypt   were  of  a     to  evince  the  superioritj-  of  Jehovah  over 
nature  which  had  reference  to  the  peculiar     the  powers  of  nature, 
idolatry  of  that  people,  and  wore  intended 
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48.  He  destroyed  their  vines  with  hailstones,  and 
their  mulberry  trees  with  the  frost. 

49.  He  smote  their  cattle  also  with  hailstones, 
and  their  flocks  with  hot  thunderbolts. 

50.  He  cast  upon  them  the  furiousness  of  his 
wrath,  anger,  displeasure,  and  trouble,  and  sent  evil 
angels  among  them. 

51.  He  made  a  way  to  his  indignation,  and  spared 
not  their  soul  from  death  ;  but  gave  their  life  over 
to  the  pestilence ; 

52.  And  smote  all  the  first-born  in  Egypt ;  the 
most  princiijal  and  mightiest  in  the  dwellings  of 
Ham. 

53.  But  as  for  his  own  people,  he  led  them  forth 
like  sheep,  and  carried  them  in  the  wilderness  like 
a  flock. 

54.  He  brought  them  out  safely,  that  they  should 
not  fear,  and  overwhelmed  their  enemies  with  the 
sea. 

55.  And  brought  them  within  the  borders  of  his 
sanctuary,  even  to  his  mountain,  which  he  pur- 
chased with  his  right  hand. 

56.  He  cast  out  the  heathen  also  before  them ; 
caused  their  land  to  be  divided  among  them  for  an 
heritage,  and  made  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  dwell  in 
their  tents. 

57  and  58.  So  they  tempted  and  displeased  the 
most  high  God,  and  kept  not  his  testimonies  ;  but 
turned  their  backs,  and  fell  away  like  their  fore- 
fathers, starting  aside  like  a  broken  bow. 

59.  For  they  grieved  him  with  their  hill  altars, 
and  provoked  him  to  displeasure  with  their  images. 

60  and  61.  When  God  heard  this,  he  was  wroth, 
and  took    sore    displeasure   at  Israel ;    so   that    he 
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forsook  the  tabernacle  in  Silo,  even  the  tent  that  he 
had  pitched  among  men." 

62  and  63.  He  delivered  their  power  into  capti- 
vity, and  their  beauty  into  the  enemy's  hand.  He 
gave  his  people  over  also  unto  the  sword,  and  was 
wroth  with  his  inheritance. 

64.  The  fire  consumed  their  young  men  ;  and  their 
maidens  were  not  given  to  marriage. 

65.  Their  priests  were  slain  with  the  sword ;  and 
there  were  no  widows  to  make  lamentation. 

66  and  67-  So  the  Lord  awaked  as  one  out  of 
sleep,  and  like  a  giant  refreshed  with  wine.  He 
smote  his  enemies  in  the  hinder  parts,  and  put  them 
to  a  perpetual  shame. 

68  and  69-  He  refused  the  tabernacle  of  Joseph, 
and  chose  not  the  tribe  of  Ephraim  ;  but  chose  the 
tribe  of  Judah,  even  the  hill  of  Zion  which  he  loved. 

70.  And  there  he  built  his  temple  on  high,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  it  like  the  ground  which  he 
hath  made  continually. 

71  and  72.  He  chose  David  also  his  servant,  and 
took  him  away  from  the  sheep-folds.  As  he  was 
following  the  ewes  great  with  young  ones,  he 
took  him,  that  he  might  feed  Jacob  his  people,  and 
Israel  his  inheritance. 

73.  So  he  fed  them  with  a  faithful  and  true  heart, 
and  ruled  them  prudently  with  all  his  power. 


O  Almighty  God,  who  alone  canst  order  the 
unruly  wills  and  affections  of  sinful  men,  grant 

'"'  God  suffered  the  ark  to  lie  taken  by  the  Philistines. 
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unto  thy  people  that  they  may  love  the  thing 
which  thou  commandest,  and  desire  that  which 
thou  dost  promise,  that  so,  among  the  sundry 
and  manifold  changes  of  the  world,  our  hearts 
maj'  surely  there  be  fixed  where  true  joys  are 
to  be  found,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 

O  Lord,  who  never  failest  to  help  and  govern 
them  whom  thou  dost  bring  up  in  thy  steadfast 
fear  and  love,  keep  us,  we  beseech  thee,  under 
the  protection  of  thy  good  providence,  and 
make  us  to  have  a  perpetual  fear  and  love  of 
thy  holy  Name,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


March.        ^i        jfttdt  WaV* 

July. 


}. 


November.  )    PSALM  LXXIX. 


&tfmonition. 

Holy  Scripture  is  profitable  for  reproof  and 
instruction  in  righteousness.  Behold  Israel 
punished  for  apostacy  when  they  withdrew 
their  worship  from  the  true  God.  He  per- 
mitted heathens  to  defile  their  temple,  to 
devastate  their  city,  to  slay  the  people,  and  to 
carry  away  captive  the  small  remnant  which, 
in    remembrance    of  his    everlasting    covenant 
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with  faithful  Abraham,  were  saved  from  the 
slaughter.  Hence  let  us  learn  how  fearful  a 
thing  it  is  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
God.  It  is  good  for  us  as  a  nation  to  hold  us 
fast  by  God,  to  enjoy  prosperity  with  meekness, 
and  to  bow  with  submission  to  his  chastening 
hand,  whenever  he  sees  fit  to  afflict  us.  Let 
the  example  of  Manasseh,  as  related  in 
2  Chron.  xxxiii.  be  before  us,  who,  when 
suffering  under  God's  wrath,  besought  the 
Lord  his  God,  and  humbled  himself  greatly 
before  the  God  of  his  fathers,  and  prayed  unto 
him  ;  and  he  was  entreated  of  him,  and  heai'd 
his  supplication,  and  brought  him  again  to 
Jerusalem  unto  his  kingdom  :  then  Manasseh 
knew  that  the  Lord  he  was  God. 


1.  O  God,  the  heathen  are  come  into  tliine  inheri- 
tance : '  thy  holy  temple  have  they  defiled,  and  made 
Jerusalem  an  heap  of  stones. 

2.  The  dead  bodies  of  thy  servants  have  they 
given  to  be  meat  unto  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  the 
flesh  of  thy  saints  unto  the  beasts  of  the  land. 

3.  Their  blood  have  they  shed  like  water  on 
every  side  of  Jerusalem,  and  there  was  no  man  to 
bury  them. 

4.  We  are  become  an  open  shame  to  our  enemies  ; 
a  very  scorn  and  derision  unto  them  that  are  round 
about  us.^ 


(^J   Every  redeemed  soul  is  the  inheri-         ^'^  The  only  real  disgrace  of  religion 
tance  of  God  ;  when  sin  enters,  the  iiihcri-     is  the  wickedness  of  its  professors, 
tance  is  defiled. 
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5.  Lord,  how  long  wilt  thou  be  angry  :  shall  thy 
jealousy  buvn  like  fire  for  ever  ? 

6.  Pour  out  thine  indignation  upon  the  heathen 
that  have  not  known  thee,  and  upon  the  kingdoms 
that  have  not  called  upon  thy  Name.^ 

7.  For  they  have  devoured  Jacob,  and  laid  waste 
his  dwelling-place. 

8.  O  remember  not  our  old  sins,  but  have  mercy 
upon  us,  and  that  soon,  for  we  are  come  to  great 
misery. 

9.  Help  us,  O  God  of  our  salvation,  for  the  glory 
of  thy  Name  :  O  deliver  us,  and  be  merciful  unto 
our  sins,  for  thy  Name's  sake. 

10.  Wherefore  do  the  heathen  say,  Where  is  now 
their  God? 

11.  O  let  the  vengeance  of  thy  servants'  blood 
that  is  shed,  be  openly  shewed  upon  the  heathen  in 
our  sight. 

12.  O  let  the  sorrowful  sighing  of  the  prisoners 
come  before  thee  :  according  to  the  greatness  of  thy 
power,  preserve  thou  those  that  are  appointed  to 
die." 

13.  And  for  the  blasphemy  wherewith  our  neigh- 
bours have  blasphemed  thee,  reward  thou  them,  O 
Lord,  seven-fold  into  their  bosom. 

14.  So  we,  that  are  thy  people,  and  sheep  of  thy 
pasture,  shall  give  thee  thanks  for  ever,  and  will 
always  be  shewing  forth  thy  praise,  from  generation 
to  generation. 


"'   This  verse,  which  appears  a  prayer,  they  may  be  made  instruments  of  Uod's 

must  be  considered  rather  as   a    prcdic-  wratli. 

tion.     The  Church,  for  her  sins,  may  de-  <*'   The  Christian  forgets  not  that  he  is 

serve  ^to    suffer,    but    her   enemies   will,  often  led  captive  by  his  own  desires,  and 

nevertheless,  perish,  though,  for  a  while,  bound  in  the  chain  of  las  sins. 
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Almighty  God,  who  hast  not  abandoned  us 
to  the  dim  hght  of  our  own  reason,  but  hast 
been  graciously  pleased  to  reveal  to  us  in  the 
holy  Scriptures  whatever  is  necessary  for  us  to 
believe  and  practise  in  order  to  our  eternal 
salvation  ;  grant  that  we  may,  with  care  and 
diligence,  apply  ourselves  to  the  reading  of  the 
sacred  volume  ;  and  do  thou  open  our  eyes  that 
we  may  see  the  wondrous  things  of  thy  law. 
Let  us  peruse  thy  holy  word  with  that  rever- 
ence which  is  due  to  thy  gracious  dispensations, 
with  an  entii'e  submission  of  our  understandings 
to  thy  divine  authority,  and  with  a  sincere  and 
steadfast  resolution  of  mind  to  govern  our  lives 
by  the  maxims  of  thy  holy  Gospel,  and  to  obey 
th}^  blessed  will  in  all  things.  Let  thy  precious 
promises  quicken  our  obedience,  and  thy 
threatenings  deter  us  from  sin,  that  so,  through 
the  mercies    of  our   gracious    Redeemer,    we 


may  be   made  partakers  of  everlasting  joy  in 
the   world   to    come,    throu; 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.      Amen. 


the   world   to    come,    through    the    same   our 


} 


^^(onH  Z9as* 


March. 

July. 

November.  )    PSALM   LXXX. 


The  former  exaltation  of  God's  people,  who 
composed  the  Hebrew  Church,  and  their  state 
of  depression  when  this  Psalm  was  written,  are 
beautifully  described  under  the  figure  of  a  vine. 
The  vine  is  a  plant  needing  support,  and  when 
supported  it  is  wide-spreading  and  luxuriant ; 
capable  of  producing,  under  good  culture,  the 
most  delicious  fruit ;  but,  if  barren,  the  most 
unprofitable  of  trees.  In  all  these  respects  it 
is  a  lively  emblem  of  the  Church.  And  let 
us  Christians  receive  instruction  from  the 
depressed  state  of  the  Hebrew  Church  as 
described  in  this  Psalm.  Greater  mercies,  and 
more  excellent  gifts,  have  been  vouchsafed  to 
the  Christian  Church,  and  should  call  forth 
greater  thankfulness  and  more  excellent  vir- 
tues ;  otherwise  they  will  serve  only  to 
aggravate  her  guilt  and  multiply  her  sorrows. 
If  her  doctrines  be  perverted  and  her  practice 
corrupted,  some  infidel  power  may  be  unchained 
against  her,  as  the  minister  of  God's  ven- 
geance. 
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I  &  2.  Hear,  O  thou  Shepherd  of  Israel,  thou 
that  leadest  Joseph  like  a  sheep  ;  shew  thyself  also,^ 
thou  that  sittest  upon  the  cherubims,  before  Ephraim, 
Benjamin,  and  Manasses  ;*  stir  up  thy  strength  and 
eome  and  help  us. 

3.  Turn  us  again,  O  God  ;  shew  the  light  of  thy 
countenance,  and  we  shall  be  whole. 

4.  O  Lord  God  of  hosts,  how  long  wilt  thou  be 
angry  with  thy  people  that  prayeth  ?^ 

5.  Thou  feedest  them  with  the  bread  of  tears, 
and  glvest  them  plenteousness  of  tears  to  drink. 

6.  Thou  hast  made  us  a  very  strife  unto  our 
neighbours,  and  our  enemies  laugh  us  to  scorn. 

7-  Turn  us  again,  thou  God  of  hosts  ;  shew  the 
light  of  thy  countenancBi  and  we  shall  be  whole. 

8.  Thou  hast  brought  a  vine  out  of  Egypt :  thou 
hast  cast  out  the  heathen,  and  planted  it. 

9.  Thou  madest  room  for  it ;  and  when  it  had 
taken  root,  it  filled  the  land. 

10.  The  hills  were  covered  with  the  shadow  of 
it,  and  the  boughs  thereof  were  like  the  goodly 
cedar  trees. 

1 1 .  She  stretched  out  her  branches  unto  the  sea, 
and  her  boughs  unto  the  river .^ 

12.  Why  hast  thou  then  broken  down  her  hedge, 
that  all  they  that  go  by  pluck  oif  her  grapes  ? 

13.  The  wild  boar  out  of  the  wood  doth  root  it 
up,  and  the  wild  beasts  of  the  field  devour  it. 


"'   When  the    Israelites  journeyed  in  God,  and  liide  his  face  from  them  that  he 

the  wilderness,  these  three  tribes  followed  will  not  hear."     Isaiah,  lix.  2. 

next  after  the  ark.  ''>   To  t'le  Christian  Church  the  wholt 

^^   The   sins  of  a  people  may,  for   a  earth  was  the  land  of  promise, 
time,  "  separate  between  thcni  and  their 
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14.  Turn  thee  again,  thou  God  of  hosts,  look  down 
from  heaven  :  behold,  and  visit  this  vine  ; 

15.  And  the  place  of  the  vineyard  that  thy  right 
hand  hath  planted ;  and  the  branch  that  thou 
madest  so  strong  for  thjrself. 

16.  It  is  burnt  with  fire,  and  cut  down  ;  and  they* 
shall  perish  at  the  rebuke  of  thy  countenance. 

17.  Let  thy  hand  be  upon  the  Man  of  thy  right 
hand,  and  upon  the  Son  of  man,  whom  thou  madest 
so  strong  for  thine  own  self. 

1 8.  And  so  will  not  we  go  back  from  thee  :  O  let 
us  live,  and  we  shall  call  upon  thy  Name. 

19.  Turn  us  again,  O  Lord  God  of  hosts :  shew  the 
light  of  thy  countenance,  and  we  shall  be  whole. 


O  thou  Shepherd  of  Israel,  thou  that  sittest 
between  the  cherubims,  stir  up  thy  strength, 
and  come  and  help  us.  Be  pleased  to  shew 
the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us,  and  let 
the  bright  beams  of  thy  favour  illumine  thy 
Holy  Church.  Let  her  not  become  a  prey  to 
those  who  would  spoil  her,  and  pluck  off  her 
grapes  ;  but  hedge  her  about,  O  God,  with  thy 
mercies,  and  let  her  flourish  under  the  shadow 
of  thy  protection  ;  that  she  may  take  root 
downwards,  and  bear  fruit  upwards  ;  that  she 
may  spread,  and  fill,  and  become  the  glory  of 
all  lands  :    that  all  heathens  may   come   to  a 

'*'   "  And  they,"  means  tlic  disposers  of  God's  vineyard — llii;  Clnirch. 
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knowledge  of  thy  salvation,  and  the  Name  of 
Christ  be  magnified  throughout  the  world. 
And  to  us,  O  God,  grant  that  we  may  not  go 
back  from  thee,  but  may  hold  the  faith  in  unity 
of  spirit,  in  the  bond  of  peace,  and  in  righteous- 
ness of  life.  And  this  we  beg  for  the  sake 
of  Jesus  Christ  our  Redeemer  and  Advocate. 
Amen. 


March.       1       ^ffivtf  ©ajj. 

July.  > 

November.  )  PSALMS  LXXXI.  &  LXXXIL 


^limonttton. 

The  eighty-second  Psalm  is  a  charge  given 
by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  all  magistrates,  much 
like  that  which  King  Jehoshaphat  gave  to  his 
judges,  saying,  "  Take  heed  what  ye  do,  for  ye 
judge  not  for  man,  but  for  the  Lord,  who  is 
with  you  in  the  judgment."  In  the  eighty-first 
Psalm,  Jehovah  expostulates  with  his  people, 
who  are  excited  by  the  Psalmist  to  give  the 
honour  due  unto  his  Name.  Who  is  there 
amongst  us  who  delights  to  enter  into  the 
Lord's  house,  to  pour  forth  his  praises  with  a 
thankful  recollection  of  his  mercies  towards  us, 
whether  as  a  nation,  as  a  family,  or  as  indi- 
viduals ?     Who  is  there  amongst  us  that  hails 
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the  return  of  the  Sabbath  morn  with  a  sanc- 
tified joy,  with  a  reverential  delight,  as  a  more 
especial  opportunity  of  sacred  communion  with 
God  ?  Thrice  happy  are  they  who  thus  prepare 
themselves  for  the  joys  of  heaven  ;  whose 
minds  are  stayed  on  God  in  this  world  ;  and 
who  regard  him  not  merely  as  their  present 
support,  but  look  forward  to  an  eternal  abode 
with  him  as  their  exceeding,  their  everlasting, 
and  very  great  reward. 

PSALM  LXXXI. 

1.  Sing  we  merrily  unto  God  our  strength,  make 
a  cheerful  noise  unto  the  God  of  Jacob. 

2  &  3.  Take  the  psalm,  bring  hither  the  tabret, 
the  merry  harp,  with  the  lute.  Blow  up  the  trumpet* 
in  [or  at  the  time  of]  the  new  moon,  even  in  the 
time  appointed,  and  upon  our  solemn  feast  day. 

4  &  5.  For  this  was  made  a  statute  for  Israel, 
and  a  law  of  the  God  of  Jacob.  This  he  ordained 
in  Joseph  for  a  testimony,  when  he  came  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt ;  where  I  ^  heard  a  language  that  I 
understood  not. 

6.  'I  removed  his  shoulder  from  the  burden  ;  his 
hands  were  delivered  from  the  pots. 

<*'  In  the  Jewish  Church,  notice  was  ('''  There  is  here  a  striking  change  of 

given  of  Feasts  and  Fasts  by  sound  of  person — Jehovah  speaks, 

trumpet.     All  the  new  moons,  or  begin-  "'  God  is  here  the  speaker.      He  re- 

nings  of  months,  were  observed  in  this  minds  Israel  of  their  redemption,  and  of 

manner,  particularly  on   the  first  day  of  his  power  to  supply  all  their  wants,  as 

the  seventh  month,  which  was  kept  as  a  had  been  proved  by  the  waters  of  Mciibah 

great  festival  in  commemoration  of  God's  when  he  smote  the  rock. 
deliverance  of  his  people  from  Egyptian 
bondage. 
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7  &  8.  Thou  calledst  in  trouble,  and  I  delivered 
thee  ;  I  answered  thee  in  the  secret  place  of  thun- 
der ;  I  proved  thee  at  the  waters  of  Meribah. 

9.  Hear,  O  my  people,  and  I  will  assure  thee,  O 
Israel ;  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto  me, 

10  &  11.  There  shall  no  strange  God  be  in  thee, 
neither  shalt  thou  worship  any  other  God.  I  am  the 
Lord  thy  God,  who  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt ;  open  thy  mouth  wide,  and  I  shall  fill  it. 

12  &  13.  But  my  people  would  not  hear  my 
voice,  and  Israel  w^ould  not  obey  me :  so  I  gave  them 
up  unto  their  own  hearts'  lusts,  and  let  them  follow 
their  own  imaginations. 

14  &  15.  O  that  my  people  would  have  hearkened 
unto  me  ;  for  if  Israel  had  walked  in  my  ways,  I 
should  soon  have  put  down  their  enemies,  and  turned 
my  hand  against  their  adversaries.* 

16.  The  haters  of  the  Lord  should  have  been 
found  liars  :  but  their  time  should  have  endured  for 
ever.^ 

17.  He  should  have  fed  them  also  with  the  finest 
wheat-flour  ;  and  with  honey  out  of  the  stony  rock 
should  I  have  satisfied  thee. 


PSALM   LXXXII. 

1.    God  standeth  in  the  congregation  of  princes  :^ 
he  is  a  judge  among  gods. 

'■''  Such  are  the  tender  mercies  of  Gud,  obedience    it  is  that  Christ   becomes    tn 

that  he  is  not  only  careful  to  provide  for  lis  the  Bread  of  Life   and  the   Rock  of 

us  the  means  of  salvation,  but  represents  salvation — our  present  help— our   future 

himself  as  mourning  over  the  frowardness  hope, 
of  his  children.  "'  God  is  present  among  those  whom 

('>  Upon  the  conditions  of  faith  and  he  hath  invested  with  temporal  power. 
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2.  How  long  will  ye  give  wrong  judgment,  and 
accept  the  persons  of  the  ungodly  ? 

3.  Defend  the  poor  and  fatherless ;  see  that  such 
as  are  in  need  and  necessity  have  right. 

4.  Deliver  the  outcast  and  poor  ;  save  them  from 
the  hand  of  the  ungodly. 

5.  They  will  not  be  learned  nor  understand,  but 
walk  on  still  in  darkness  :  all  the  foundations  of  the 
earth  are  out  of  course.^ 

6  &  7.  I  have  said,  Ye  are  gods,  and  ye  are  all 
the  children  of  the  Most  Highest ;  but  ye  shall  die 
like  men,  and  fall  like  one  of  the  princes.^ 

8.  Arise,  O  God,  and  judge  thou  the  earth  ;  for 
thou  shalt  take  all  heathen  to  thine  inheritance. 


O  Lord  God  our  strength,  whose  mercies  are 
infinite,  and  whose  majesty  is  glorious,  enlarge 
our  hearts  with  a  worthy  conception  of  thy 
goodness,  and  enable  us  with  our  lips  to  give 
suitable  expression  of  thy  praise  :  and  since  the 
sacrifice  of  righteousness  is  that  in  which  thoix 
delightest,  enable  us,  we  beseech  thee,  to  walk 
before  thee  in  humility,  and  in  strict  obedience 
to  thy  laws.  Give  us  not  over,  O  God,  to  our 
own  heart's  lusts  ;  neither  let  us  follow  our  own 
imaginations,  but  grant  that  we  may  be  enabled 

'''  When  rulers,  magistrates,  and  go-         "'   High   and   low,  rich   and  poor,  all 

vernors,  depart  from  serving  the  Living  shall  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of 

God,  the  foundations  of  society  are  out  of  Christ. 
course. 
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to  maintain  a  successful  conflict  with  our  great 
adversary — to  cast  away  the  works  of  darkness, 
and  to  walk  in  the  spirit  of  the  new  man,  which 
is  created  after  thy  likeness,  in  righteousness 
and  true  holiness.  O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee 
to  bless  the  Queen  and  all  that  are  put  in 
authority  under  her,  that  she,  knowing  whose 
minister  she  is,  may  above  all  things  seek  thy 
honour  and  glory,  and  that  those  who  are  put 
in  authority  may  truly  and  impartially  admi- 
nister justice,  to  the  punishment  of  wickedness 
and  vice,  and  to  the  maintenance  of  thy  true 
religion  and  virtue.  Grant  this,  O  heavenly 
Father,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  our  blessed 
Lord  and  Saviour.     Amen. 


March.        ^      jfOUttfj  ©flS. 

July.  > 

November.   J    TSALM  LXXXIII. 


SI2»monttton. 

Enmity  to  the  holiness  and  authority  of  God, 
and  impatience  of  the  restraint  which  religion 
imposes  upon  vice,  are  the  real  causes  why 
wicked  men,  who  differ  from  each  other  on 
almost  every  subject,  are  brought  to  combine 
against  the  Church.  Hypocrites,  sceptics,  and 
even    enthusiasts,     often    confederate    against 
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the  humbling  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and 
strive  to  silence  the  voice  of  those  whose  duty 
it  is  to  denounce  their  designs.  But  such 
wicked  persons  are  vessels  of  wrath  fitted  for 
destruction.  God  may  see  fit  for  a  while  to 
keep  silence,  and  as  a  chastisement  designed 
for  the  purification  of  his  Church,  may  permit 
their  evil  counsels  to  succeed  to  a  certain  extent ; 
but,  in  the  end,  the  unbelieving,  and  all  workers 
of  wickedness,  shall  be  cast  into  the  pit  of  ever- 
lasting destruction.  May  we  so  know  that  he, 
whose  name  is  Jehovah,  is  Most  High  over  all 
the  earth,  as  to  fear  his  wrath,  seek  his  favour, 
trust  his  mercy  and  grace,  and  yield  ourselves 
to  be  his  willing  and  devoted  servants. 

1 .  'Keep  not  thou  silence,  O  God  ;  hold  not  thy 
peace,  and  be  not  still,  O  God. 

2.  For  lo  !  thine  enemies  make  a  tumult ;  and 
they  that  hate  thee  have  lifted  up  the  head. 

3.  They  have  taken  crafty  counsel  against  thy 
people,  and  consulted  against  thy  hidden  ones.^ 

4.  They  have  said,  Come  and  let  us  cut  them  off 
from  being  a  nation,  that  the  name  of  Israel  may  be 
no  more  in  remembrance. 

5.  For  they  have  consulted  together  with  one 
consent :  they  are  confederate  against  thee.^ 

("  The  enemies  of  the  Church  are  the  Pilate,   who  had  been  at   enmity,  were 

enemies  of  God.     Israel  was  the  figure  of  made  fiiends   on   the  day  when   Christ 

the  Christian  Church.  was  brought  before  them.     Wicked  men 

<•'   Your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God,  are  ready  at  all  times  to  combine  for  the 

Col.  iii.  3.  destruction  of  the  Church. 

<"  St    Luke   tells  us,  that  Herod  and 
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6  &  7.  The  tabernacles  of  Edom  and  the  Ishmael- 
ites ;  of  Moab  and  the  Hagarenes ;  Gebal,  and 
Ammon,  and  Amalek  ;  the  Philistines,  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Tyre. 

8.  Assur  also  is  joined  with  them  ;  they  have 
holpen  the  children  of  Lot. 

9  &  10.  Do  unto  them  as  unto  the  Midianites  ; 
as  to  Sisera,  as  to  Jabin,  at  the  brook  of  Kison  ; 
which  perished  at  En-dor  :  they  became  as  dung  for 
the  earth. 

11  &  12.  Make  their  nobles  like  Oreb  and  like 
Zeeb ;  yea,  all  their  princes  as  Zebah  and  as  Zal- 
munna :  who  said,  Let  us  take  to  ourselves  the 
houses  of  God  in  possession. 

1 3  &  1 4.  O  my  God,  make  them  like  a  wheel ; 
as  the  stubble  before  the  wind.  As  the  fire  burneth 
a  wood,  and  as  the  flame  setteth  the  mountains  on 
fire  : 

15.  So  persecute  them  with  thy  tempest,  and 
make  them  afraid  with  thy  storm. 

16.  Fill  their  faces  with  shame,  that  they  may 
seek  thy  Name,  O  Lord. 

17.  Let  them  be  confounded  and  troubled  for 
ever  ;  yea,  let  them  be  put  to  shame,  and  perish. 

18.  That  men  may  know  that  thou,  whose 
Name  alone  is  Jehovah,  art  the  Most  High  over  all 
the  earth. 


itrt  ttft  pray. 

O  Lord  most  high,  O  God  most  mighty,  we 
pray  for  the  peace  of  our  spiritual  Jerusalem  — 
thy  Church.     Let  them  prosper  that  love  it ; 
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and  confound,  we  beseech,  the  counsels  and 
devices  of  such  as  would  overthrow  it.  Endue 
thy  ministers  with  righteousness,  and  make 
thy  chosen  people  joyful.  Keep  thy  house- 
hold, O  Lord,  in  continual  godliness,  that  it 
may  be  devoutly  given  to  serve  thee  in  good 
works ;  and  grant  that  the  ministers  and 
stewards  of  thy  mysteries  may  so  prepare  and 
make  ready  thy  way,  by  turning  the  hearts  of 
the  disobedient  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just,  that 
we  may  be  found  hereafter  an  acceptable 
people  in  thy  sight,  through  the  merits  of 
Christ  Jesus  our  Saviour,  who  livest  and 
reignest  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 
ever  one  God,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


March.        ^        ^iftf)    3938. 

July.  > 

November.  )  PSALM  LXXXIV. 


Ulimottitton. 

The  author  of  this  Psalm  laments  his  capti- 
vity in  Babylon,  as  depriving  him  of  the  power 
of  resorting  to  the  Lord's  house :  and  who  is 
there  now  present  that  can  entertain  a  sincere 
longing  for  the  eternal  presence  of  God,  but 
must  grieve  whensoever  he  is  prevented  from 
resorting  to  the  habitation  of  God's  house,  and 
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the  place  where  his  honour  dwelleth.  We  are 
assured  that  where  two  or  three  are  gathered 
together  in  Christ's  Name,  there  is  he  in  the 
midst  of  them  j  and  we  believe  in  the  com- 
munion we  have  with  him  through  the  Church, 
of  which  he  is  the  head,  and  we  are  the  mem- 
bers, 

1.  O  how  amiable  are  thy  dwellings,  thou  Lord 
of  hosts  ! 

2.  My  soul  hath  a  desire  and  longing  to  enter 
into  the  courts  of  the  Lord  ;  my  heart  and  my  flesh 
rejoice  in  the  living  God. 

3.  Yea,  the  sparrow  hath  found  her  an  house,  and 
the  swallow  a  nest,  where  she  may  lay  her  young  ; 
even  thy  altars,  O  Lord  of  hosts,  my  King  and  my 
God.i 

4.  Blessed  are  they  that  dwell  in  thy  house : 
they  will  be  alway  praising  thee.^ 

5.  Blessed  is  the  man  whose  strength  is  in  thee  ; 
in  whose  heart  are  thy  ways. 

6.  ^Who,  going  through  the  vale  of  misery,  use 
it  for  a  well ;  and  the  pools  are  filled  with  water. 

7.  They  will  go  from  strength  to  strength  ;  and 
unto  the  God  of  gods  appeareth  every  one  of  them 
in  Sion. 


<')    It    is    evidentlv    the    design    of    this  (S)  Bl«.-d  »ho,  their  sWngtb  on  tl,«r™[med 

°        ^  Thy  spat  explore  with  constant  mind  ; 

passage    to    intimate    to    lis,    that,    in    the  And  Salem's  distant  towers  in  view. 

house,  and  at  the  altar  of  God,  a  faithful  "i*  »"'"  "»'  ""="  "^y  f"'""- 

soul    findeth    freedom    from    care     and  '"    I"  our  passage  througli  this  world 

sorrow,  quiet  of  mind,  and  gladness  of  wc  are  refreshed  hy  the  streams  of  Divine 

spifi{_  grace,- flowing  from  tlie  great  fountain  of 

consolation. 
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8.  O  Lord  God  of  hosts,  hear  my  prayer  ;  hear- 
ken, 0  God  of  Jacob. 

9.  Behold,  O  God,  our  defender,  and  look  upon 
the  face  of  thine  Anointed. 

10.  For  one  day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a 
thousand. 

11.  I  had  rather  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  house  of 
my  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of  ungodliness. 

12.  For  the  Lord  God  is  a  light  and  defence  :  the 
Lord  will  give  grace  and  worship ;  and  no  good 
thing  shall  he  withhold  from  them  that  live  a  godly 
life. 

13.  O  Lord  God  of  hosts,  blessed  is  the  man  that 
putteth  his  trust  in  thee. 


O  Lord  God  of  hosts,  whose  throne  is 
heaven,  and  whose  footstool  earth,  in  whose 
presence  dwell  millions  of  angels  and  beatified 
spirits,  give  us  a  longing  desire  to  enter  into 
thy  courts.  Make  us  to  shun  the  tents  of 
ungodliness  ;  and  during  our  pilgrimage  through 
this  vale  of  misery,  open  unto  us  wells  of 
consolation,  in  the  assurance  which  thy  Holy 
Word  furnishes  to  us  of  a  happier  existence  in 
another  world.  O  God,  grant  that,  in  the 
power  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  we  may  go  on  fi*om 
strength  to  strength.  Be  thou  our  light  and 
defence.  Support  us  in  all  dangers  and  adver- 
sities, that  no  allurements  of  the  world,  no 
irregular    desires,  may  withdraw  us  from  the 
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path  of  life,  and  no  illusions  may  cause  us  to 
fall  from  our  trust  in  thee ;  and  so,  as  we 
advance  in  the  journey  of  life,  prepare  us,  O 
God,  to  appear  in  thy  presence  by  an  increase 
of  purity,  of  charity,  and  of  heavenly  affec- 
tions. Grant  this,  O  merciful  Father,  for  the 
honour  of  thy  dear  Son,  our  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ.     Amen. 


March.        ^        ^iXtfi   Bag. 

July.  >- 

November.  J  PSALM  LXXXV. 


This  is  one  of  the  proper  Psalms  for  Christ- 
mas day.  We  Christians  use  it  to  celebrate 
our  deliverance  from  the  captivity  of  sin  and 
death,  brought  upon  us  by  our  first  parents, 
and  from  which  we  were  rescued  by  the  incar- 
nate Son  of  God.  Of  this  salvation  the 
prophets,  among  whom  was  the  Psalmist,  and 
in  whom  was  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  searched 
diligently,  and  testified  before-hand  the  suffer- 
ings of  Christ,  and  the  glory  that  should  follow. 
The  Gospel  is  accordingly  styled  by  St  Peter, 
the  Word  which  God  sent  unto  the  children  of 
Israel,  preaching  peace  by  Jesus  Christ ;  to  him 
give    all   the  prophets  witness,  that,    through 
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his    Name,  whosoever  beheveth  m    him  shall' 
receive  remission  of  sins.     The  great  attributes 
of  God  are  mercy  and  truth.     By  his  word  it 
is  declared,  the  soul  that  sinneth  it  shall  die  : 
eternal  justice  must  be  satisfied  before  mercy 


can  be  shewn.  In  the  giving  of  his  well 
beloved  Son,  in  whom  dwelt  all  the  fulness  of 
the  Godhead  bodily,  the  only  plan  of  redemp- 
tion was  formed  which  could  reconcile  these 
two  attributes  of  justice  and  mercy.  On  him 
was  laid  the  iniquity  of  us  all ;  by  his  stripes 
we  are  healed.  He  was  without  sin  ;  and  his 
perfect  righteousness  will,  according  to  the 
divine  promise,  be  imputed  to  those  who 
believe  on  him.  Hence  it  is  that  we  have 
peace  ;  because  it  is  declared,  that  without 
holiness,  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord  ;  and  as 
we,  sinful  creatures,  are  perpetually  erring  and 
straying  from  God's  ways,  so  doth  our  hope  of 
salvation  depend  upon  the  righteousness  of 
Christ  being  accepted  instead  of  ours.  St 
Paul  in  his  Epistle  to  Titus,  writes  thus,  — 
"  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we 
have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he 
saved  us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  he  shed 
on  us  abundantly  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Saviour,  that,  being  justified  by  his  grace,  we 
should  be  made  heirs  according  to  the  hope  of 
eternal  life." 
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1 .  Lord,  thou  art  become  gi'acious  unto  thy  land  : 
thou  hast  turned  away  the  captivity  of  Jacob. 

2.  Thou  hast  forgiven  the  offence  of  thy  people, 
and  covered  all  their  sins. 

3.  Thou  hast  taken  away  all  thy  displeasure ; 
and  turned  thyself  from  thy  wrathful  indignation. 

4.  Turn  us,  then,  O  God  our  Saviour,  and  let 
thine  anger  cease  from  us. 

5.  Wilt  thou  be  displeased  at  us  for  ever  ;  and 
wilt  thou  stretch  out  thy  wrath  from  one  genera- 
tion to  another  ? 

6.  AVilt  thou  not  turn  again,  and  quicken  us,  that 
thy  people  may  rejoice  in  thee  ? 

7.  Shew  us  thy  merc}^  O  Lord,  and  grant  us 
thy  salvation. 

8.  I  will  hearken  what  the  Lord  God  will  say 
concerning  me  :  for  he  shall  speak  peace  unto  his 
people,  and  to  his  saints,  that  they  turn  not  again 
to  folly. 

9.  For  his  salvation  is  nigh  them  that  fear  him, 
that  glory  may  dwell  in  our  land. 

1 0.  Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together  ;  righteous- 
ness and  peace  have  kissed  each  other.^ 

11.  Truth  shall  flourish  out  of  the  earth,  and 
righteousness  hath  looked  down  from  heaven. 

12.  .Yea,  the  Lord  shall  shew  loving-kindness, 
and  our  land  shall  give  her  increase. 

13.  Righteousness  shall  go  before  him,  and  shall 
set  us  in  the  way  of  his  steps. 

f  Let  Cliristians  take  v/arnii.g  to  blicw  mercy,  to  speak  truth,  to  do  that  which  is 
lawful  and  just,  and  to  follow  p/acc. 
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art  tt0  i>rau. 

O  most  gracious  God,  who  art  reconciled  to 
us  in  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  having,  for  his 
sake,  forgiven  the  offences  of  thy  people,  and 
covered  all  their  sins  with  the  robe  of  his  per- 
fect righteousness,  let  thy  grace  convert  and 
quicken  us,  that  we  may  rejoice  in  thee  and  in 
thy  salvation.  Endue  us,  O  God,  with  a  lively 
faith  in  thy  promises,  and  with  ardent  love  to 
thee  for  thy  great  mercy  to  mankind  in  the 
redemption  of  the  world.  And  when  thou  hast 
spoken  peace  unto  our  souls,  and  reconciled  us 
to  thyself  in  the  blood  of  thy  Son,  give  unto 
us  the  grace  of  perseverance,  that  we  may  be 
steadfast  and  immoveable,  and  always  abound- 
ing in  the  works  of  the  Lord,  that  so  our 
labour  may  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Hear 
us,  O  merciful  Father,  we  most  humbly  be- 
seech thee,  through  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 


Mauch.      ^       ^tHentf)  mav* 

July.  > 

November.  S  PSALMS  LXXXVI.  &  LXXXVII. 


^Irmontttoit. 

The  86th  Psalm  seems  eminently  calculated 
for   a  person   under   affliction.      No   Christian 
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can  say  properly  or  justly  that  he  is  holy  ;  but 
if  he  be  really  devoted  to  the  service  of  Christ, 
he  may  use  the  word  in  that  sense.  We  are 
every  where  in  Scripture  encouraged  to  lift  up 
our  souls  unto  God  in  prayer,  because  of  his 
great  goodness  and  mercy— because  it  is  he  that 
doeth  wondrous  things  —  because  he  is  God 
alone. 

In  the  87th  Psalm,  the  prophet  foretells  and 
celebrates  the  stability  and  felicity  of  Sion — 
the  accession  of  the  Gentiles  to  her,  and  their 
enrolment  among  her  citizens.  He  likewise 
extols  her  as  the  fountain  of  grace  and  salva- 
tion. For  the  prosperity,  therefore,  of  the 
Church,  we  and  all  the  world  ought  to  pray, 
and  while  we  pray  for  her  with  our  lips,  let  it 
be  our  care  to  adorn  her  by  our  lives. 


PSALM  I.XXXVI. 

1.  Bow  down  thine  ear,  O  Lord,  and  hear  me, 
for  I  am  poor,  and  in  misery.^ 

2.  Preserve  thou  my  soul,  for  I  am  holy :  my 
God,  save  thy  servant  that  putteth  his  trust  in 
thee. 

3.  Be  merciful  unto  me,  O  Lord,  for  I  will  call 
daily  upon  thee. 

4.  Comfort  the  soul  of  thy  servant,  for  unto  thee, 
O  Lord,  do  I  lift  up  my  soul. 

*'^   All  praj'er  is  founded  upnn  a  sense  of  our  own  w.ints,  and  of  God's  ability  to' 
supply  them. 
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5.  For  thou,  Lord,  art  good  and  gracious,  and  of 
great  mercy  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  thee. 

6.  Give  ear,  Lord,  unto  my  prayer,  and  ponder 
the  voice  of  my  humble  desires. 

7.  In  the  time  of  my  trouble  I  M^ill  call  upon 
thee,  for  thou  hearest  me. 

8.  Among  the  gods,  there  is  none  like  unto  thee, 

0  Lord ;    there  is  not  one  that  can    do  as  thou 
doest. 

9.  All  nations  whom  thou  hast  made  shall  come 
and  worship  thee,  O  Lord,  and  shall  glorify  thy 
Name. 

10.  For  thou  art  great,  and  doest  wondrous  things :     , 
thou  art  God  alone. 

11.  Teach  me  thy  ways,   O   Lord,  and   I  will     [ 
walk  in  thy  truth  :  O  knit  my  heart  unto  thee,  that 

1  may  fear  thy  Name. 

12.  I    will    thank  thee,  O  Lord  my  God,  with     ; 
all  my  heart,  and  will  praise  thy  Name  for  ever- 
more. 

13.  For  great  is  thy  mercy  toward  me,  and  thou 
hast  delivered  my  soul  from  the  lowest  hell.^ 

14.  O  God,  the  proud  are  risen  against  me,  and 
the  assemblies  of  violent  men  have  sought  after  my 
soul,  and  have  not  set  thee  before  them.^ 

15.  But  thou,  O  Lord  God,  art  full  of  compassion 
and  mercy  ;  long-suffering,  plenteous  in  goodness  and 
truth. 

16.  O  turn  thee  then  unto  me,  and  have  mercy 
upon  me  :  give  thy  strength  unto  thy  servant,  and 
help  the  son  of  thine  handmaid. 

^•^   By  the  death  and  resurrection  of         ^'^   Haughty  and  turbulent  passions  are 
Jesus,  we  are  delivered  from  the  captivity     the  enemies  of  the  Christian. 
of  sin,  of  death,  and  of  hell. 


I 
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17-  Shew  some  token  upon  me  for  good,  that  they 
who  hate  me  may  see  it,  and  be  ashamed ;  because 
thou.  Lord,  hast  holpen  me,  and  comforted  me. 


rSALM  LXXXVII. 

1.  Her  foundations  are  upon  the  holy  hills  :  the 
Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Sion  more  than  all  the 
dwellings  of  Jacob.* 

2.  Very  excellent  things  are  spoken  of  thee,  thou 
city  of  God. 

3  &  4.  I  will  make  mention  of  Rahab  and 
Babylon  to  them  that  know  me  :  behold  Philistia, 
and  Tyre,  with  Ethiopia  :  this  man  was  born  there.^ 

5.  And  of  Sion  it  shall  be  reported,  that  he  was 
born  in  her,  and  the  Most  High  shall  stablish  her. 

6.  The  Lord  shall  rehearse  it,  when  he  writeth  up 
the  people,  that  he  was  born  there.^ 

7.  As  well  the  singers  as  the  players  on  instru- 
ments shall  be  there  :  all  my  springs  are  in  thee.'' 


net  U0  praij. 

O  Lord  God,  good  and  gracious,  and  of 
great  mercy  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  thee, 
give  ear  unto  our  prayers,  and  ponder  the  voice 

^^   What  Jerusalem  was,  the  Christian  blessings    which    belong    to    God's    own 

Church  is.  city. 

"'   I    will    cause    to    be   remembered  "'   Our  spiritual  birth   is  the  only  one 

Rahab,  which  means  Egypt,  and  Babylon,  upon  which  we  should    value    ourselves, 

those  ancient  enemies  of  Israel ;  Philistia  because  it  leads  to  the  inheritance  of  the 

-and  Tyre,  with  Arabia, — these  are  become  saints  in  light. 

mine,  and  are  made  heirs  of  the  spiritual  '*^    In  thee,  (_)  Sion,  is  the  fountain  of 

salvation. 
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of  our  humble  desires  whensoever  we  call  upon 
thee.  Let  the  souls  of  thy  servants,  in  the 
midst  of  their  troubles,  be  refreshed  with  the 
comforts  of  thy  grace,  and  be  defended  from 
the  assaults  of  their  spiritual  adversaries.  Turn 
thee  unto  us  in  mercy  ;  give  thy  strength  unto 
us,  teach  us  thy  laws,  incline  us  to  the  fear 
of  thy  Name,  and  knit  our  hearts  unto  thee 
with  the  indissoluble  bands  of  charity  and 
holy  obedience :  that  our  souls  being  saved 
from  destruction,  we  may  worship  thee,  O 
Lord,  and  glorify  thy  Name,  who  art  full  of 
compassion  and  mercy,  long-suffering,  plen- 
teous in  goodness  and  truth,  which  thou  hast 
manifested  to  us  in  our  deliverance  and  re- 
demption through  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom,  with 
thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour  and 
glory,  world  without  end.     Amen.* 


*  THE  87th  psalm,  AS   TRANSLATED  Chorus. 

BY  BISHOP  HORSLEY.  This  man  shall  be  born  there. 

Choms  of  Priests.  ^  Priest. 

His  building  is  on  the  holy  hills :  And  every  one  shall  say  of  Sion,  he  was 
Jehovah  loveth  the  gates  of  Sion  born  there, 

Above  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob.  ^^<^  'I"^'  *''«  Highest,  shall  establish  her ; 

The  glories  of  the  wilderness  are  in  thee,  Jehovah  shall  record  in  the  Scriptures  of 
O  city  of  God.  tlie  peoples, 


Messiah. 


Chorus. 
(That)  This  man  was  born  there. 


I  will  remember  Egypt  and  Babylon  ; 

They   shall   be    among   them    that    shall  Chorus. 

acknowledge  me  ;  And  all  that  were  afflicted  in  thee 

Philistia,  and  Tyre,  with  Ethiopia.  Shall  sing  hke  those  that  keep  a  festiTal. 


March.        1        iEifl;t»tt)    Hag, 

July.  > 

November.)  PSALM  LXXXVIII. 


MtJtnonition, 

The  nature  and  degree  of  the  sufferings 
related  in  this  Psalm,  and  the  strength  of  the 
expressions  used  to  describe  them,  concur  in 
directing  an  application  of  the  whole  to  our 
blessed  Lord.  His  unexampled  sorrows,  both 
in  body  and  soul — the  desertion  of  his  disciples 
in  the  day  of  his  trouble — his  bitter  passion 
and  approaching  death,  with  his  frequent  and 
fervent  prayers  for  the  salvation  of  the  Church 
through  him,  and  for  the  manifestation  of 
God's  glory, — these  are  the  particulars  treated 
of  in  this  instructive  and  affecting  composition, 
the  recital  of  which  should  lead  us  to  an 
humble  and  pious  acknowledgment  of  the 
exceeding  great  love  of  our  Lord,  and  only 
Saviour,  towards  us. 

1.  O  Lord  God  of  my  salvation,  I  have  cried  day 
and  night  before  thee  :  O  let  my  prayer  enter  into 
thy  presence  ;  incline  thine  ear  unto  my  calling.-' 

2  &  3.  For  my  soul  is  full  of  trouble,  and  my 
life  draweth  nigh  unto  the  grave  :  I  am  counted  as 

'"   The  Psalmist  speaks  in  the  person  of  tlie  Messiah. 
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one  of  them  that  go  down  to  the  pit,  and  I  have  been 
even  as  a  man  that  hath  no  strength. 

4.  Free  [or  counted]  among  the  dead,  Uke  unto 
them  that  are  wounded,  and  He  in  the  grave,  whom 
thou  rememberest  no  more ;  and  they  are  cut  off 
from  thy  hand." 

5  &  6.  Thou  hast  laid  me  in  the  lowest  pit ;  in 
a  place  of  darkness,  and  in  the  deep  :  thine  indig- 
nation lieth  hard  upon  me,  and  thou  hast  vexed  me 
with  all  thy  storms. 

7  &  8.  Thou  hast  put  away  mine  acquaintance 
far  from  me,  and  made  me  to  be  abhorred  of  them : 
I  am  so  fast  in  prison  that  I  cannot  get  forth. 

9.  My  sight  faileth  for  very  trouble :  Lord,  I  have 
called  daily  upon  thee  :  I  have  stretched  forth  my 
hands  unto  thee.^ 

10.  Dost  thou  shew  wonders  among  the  dead,  or 
shall  the  dead  rise  up  again,  and  praise  thee  ?* 

1 1 .  Shall  thy  loving-kindness  be  shewed  in  the 
grave,  or  thy  faithfulness  in  destruction  ? 

12.  Shall  thy  wondrous  works  be  known  in  the 
dark  ;  and  thy  righteousness  in  the  land  where  all 
things  are  forgotten  ? 

13.  Unto  thee  have  I  cried,  O  Lord,  and  early 
shall  my  prayer  come  before  thee. 

14.  Lord,  why  abhorrest  thou  my  soul,  and  hidest 
thou  thy  face  from  me  ? 


^■^    Whom  thou  rememberest  no  more  why    abhorrest    thou  ray  soul  ?"     These 

as  living  objects  upon  earth.  verses   contain    the   most   powerful    plea     j 

">   See  Hebrews,  v.  7.  which   Christ  himself,  in  his  prayers  to     | 

^*'*   In  the  10th,  11th,  and  r2th  verses,  the  Father,  could  urge  for  the  resurrection     1 

the   Psalmist  designs  to  convey  his  firm  of  the    dead,    namely,    that  man  would     ! 

belief  in  a  future  state  :  he  expostulates  in  otherwise    be  deprived   of  his  salvation,     1 

an  humble  pious  manner  with  his  Maker,  and  God  of  the  glory  resulting  from  it. 
saying,  "  Since  thou  canst  raise  the  dead, 
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15.  I  am  in  misery,  and  like  unto  him  that  is 
at  the  point  to  die  :  even  from  my  youth  up  thy 
terrors  have  I  suffered  with  a  troubled  mind. 

16.  Thy  vi^rathful  displeasure  goeth  over  me,  and 
the  fear  of  thee  hath  undone  me. 

17.  They  came  round  about  me  daily  like  water, 
and  compassed  me  together  on  every  side. 

18.  My  lovers  and  friends  hast  thou  put  away 
from  me,  and  hid  mine  acquaintance  out  of  my 
sight. 

net  u»  pray, 

O  Lord  God  of  our  salvation,  incline  thine 
ear  unto  us,  who  now  prostrate  ourselves  before 
thy  divine  Majesty,  in  humble  acknowledgment 
of  the  many  and  great  sins,  which,  from  time 
to  time,  have  disgraced  our  Christian  profession. 
The  remembrance  of  them  is  grievous  unto  our 
souls,  and  but  for  thy  mercies  towards  us  in 
Christ  Jesus, — but  for  the  atonement  of  our  ever 
adorable  Saviour,  thine  indignation  would  have 
laid  hard  upon  us  for  ever  and  ever.  Accept, 
O  gracious  God,  of  our  humble  and  sincere 
repentance,  and  grant  unto  us  that  spiritual 
strength  and  consolation,  which  may  revive 
our  souls,  and  enable  us  to  walk  henceforth,  as 
becometh  the  disciples  of  the  crucified  Jesus, 
in  all  meekness  and  charity — in  faith  and  new- 
ness of  life.  Mortify  in  us,  who  are  evil  in  thy 
sight,  and  defiled  by  sin,  all  pride  and  covetous- 
ness ;  and  plant  in  our  hearts  awful  apprehen- 
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sions  of  thy  glorious  Majesty,  through  whose 
power  this  corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption. 
Let  the  terrors  of  thy  wrath,  and  the  glories  of 
thy  mercy,  as  ready  to  be  revealed  at  the  last 
day,  be  ever  present  to  our  minds,  restraining 
us  from  evil,  and  exciting  in  us  all  those  holy 
dispositions  in  which  thou  lovest  and  delightest. 
Grant  this,  O  merciful  Father,  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake,  our  Lord.     Amen, 


March.       "^        jUtntf)   ®ap» 

July.  > 

November.  J  PSALM  LXXXIX. 


^timonitiont 

The  greatness  and  goodness  of  Jehovah,  and 
his  covenanted  mercies  to  David,  are  largely 
set  forth,  and  in  language  which  very  clearly 
points  to  the  Messiah  ;  for  although,  in  a  literal 
and  primary  sense,  the  covenant  may  have 
respect  to  Solomon  as  for  a  time,  yet,  spiri- 
tually, it  must  be  considered  to  have  related  to 
Christ  for  ever.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the 
covenants  made  with  Abraham  and  David  had 
their  origin  and  foundation  in  the  covenant 
made  with  Messiah,  who  was  the  true  Father  of 
the  Faithful — the  Beloved  and  Chosen  of  God 
— the  great  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King — the  only 
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person  qualified  to  be  a  mediator,  and  to  engage 
in  a  covenant  with  the  Father  for  mankind. 
His  sufferings  were  the  price  of  our  redemp- 
tion ;  and  because  he  suffered  in  the  flesh  as 
the  son  of  David,  therefore  is  he  established 
for  ever,  and  his  throne  shall  be  built  up  to  all 
generations. 

1 .  My  song  shall  be  al way  of  the  loving-kindness 
of  the  Lord  :  with  my  mouth  will  I  ever  be  shewing 
thy  truth,  from  one  generation  to  another.^ 

2.  For  I  have  said,  Mercy  shall  be  set  up  for  ever ; 
thy  truth  shalt  thou  establish  in  the  heavens.^ 

3  &  4.  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chosen, 
I  have  sworn  unto  David  my  servant,  Thy  seed 
will  I  establish  for  ever,  and  set  up  thy  throne  from 
one  generation  to  another.' 

5.  O  Lord,  the  very  heavens  shall  praise  thy 
wondrous  works,  and  thy  truth  in  the  congregation 
of  the  saints. 

6  &  7.  For  who  is  he  among  the  clouds,  that  shall 
be  compared  unto  the  Lord  ?  and  what  is  he  among 
the  gods,^  that  shall  be  like  unto  the  Lord  ? 

8.  God  is  very  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  council 
of  the  saints,  and  to  be  had  in  reverence  of  al!  them 
that  are  round  about  him. 

9.  O  Lord  God  of  hosts,  who  is  like  unto  thee  ? 
thy  truth,  most  mighty  Lord,  is  on  every  side. 

10  and' 11.  Thou  rulest  the  raging  of  the  sea; 


<"  See  2  Tim.  i.  8 — 10.  or  type  of  the  everlasting  covenant  with 

<">  That    is,   make  as   lasting   as    the  Christ.     See  Lu'.ie,  i.  32,  33. 

heavens.  <*'  "Among  the  gods"  means,  amimg 

t*>  The  covenant  of  David  was  a  sign  the  sons  of  the  mighty. 
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thou  stillest  the  waves  thereof  when  they  arise  : 
thou  hast  subdued  Egypt,  and  destroyed  it  ;  thou 
hast  scattered  thine  enemies  abroad  with  thy  mighty 
arm. 

12.  The  heavens  are  thine  ;  the  earth  also  is 
thine  :  thou  hast  laid  the  foundation  of  the  round 
world,  and  all  that  therein  is. 

13  and  14.  Thou  hast  made  the  north  and  the 
south  ;  Tabor  and  Hermon^  shall  rejoice  in  thy 
Name.  Thou  hast  a  mighty  arm  ;  strong  is  thy 
hand,  and  high  is  thy  right  hand. 

15.  Righteousness  and  equity  are  the  habitation 
of  thy  seat ;  mercy  and  truth  shall  go  before  thy 
face. 

16  &  17-  Blessed  is  the  people,  O  Lord,  that 
can  rejoice  in  thee  ;  they  shall  walk  in  the  light  of 
thy  countenance  ;  their  delight  shall  be  daily  in  thy 
Name,  and  in  thy  righteousness  shall  they  make 
their  boast." 

18  &  19.  For  thou  art  the  glory  of  their  strength, 
and  in  thy  loving-kindness  thou  shalt  lift  up  our 
horns  :  for  the  Lord  is  our  defence  ;  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel  is  our  King. 

20  &  21.  Thou  spakest  sometime  in  visions  unto 
thy  saints,  and  saidst,  I  have  laid  help  u23on  one 
that  is  mighty  ;  I  have  exalted  one  chosen  out  of  the 
peoj^Ie ;  I  have  found  David,  my  servant  ;  with  my 
holy  oil  have  I  anointed  him.'' 

22  &  23.  My  hand  shall  hold  him  fast,  and  my 
arm  shall  strengthen  him  :  the  enemy  shall  not  be 

"'  Mounts  Tabor  and  Hcnnon  figura-  Aiur  God  and  our  Saviour.     In  bis  riglit- 
tively  denote  the  east  and  the  west.  eousness  only   do   we   trust,  and  in  his 

"'  Having  heard  the  sound  of  the  Gos-     power  only  is  our  strength, 
pel,    and     experienced    its    illimiinating         "'  See  Ezekiel,  xxxiv.  23,  to  the  end, 
influences,  we  will  rejoice  in  the  Name  of    and  xxxvii.  24,  to  the  end. 
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able  to  do  him  violence  ;  the  son  of  wickedness  shall 
not  hurt  him. 

24  &  25.  I  will  smite  down  his  foes  before  his 
face,  and  plague  them  that  hate  him.  My  truth 
also,  and  my  mercy,  shall  be  with  him  ;  and  in  my 
Name  shall  his  horn  be  exalted. 

26,  27,  &  28.  I  will  set  his  dominions  also  in  the 
sea,  and  his  right  hand  in  the  floods.  He  shall  call 
me,  Thou  art  my  Father,  my  God,  and  my  strong 
salvation  ;  and  I  will  make  him  my  first-born, 
higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth.* 

29  &  30.  My  mercy  will  I  keep  for  him  for  ever- 
more, and  my  covenant  shall  stand  fast  with  him  : 
his  seed  also  will  I  make  to  endure  for  ever,  and  his 
throne  as  the  days  of  heaven. 

31  &  32.  But  if  children  forsake  my  law,  and 
walk  not  in  my  judgments  ;  if  they  break  my 
statutes,  and  keep  not  my  commandments  ;  I  will 
visit  their  offences  with  the  rod,  and  their  sin  with 
scourges. 

33  &  34.  Nevertheless,  my  loving-kindness  will 
I  not  utterly  take  from  him,  nor  suffer  my  truth  to 
fail  ;  my  covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor  alter  the 
thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips. 

35.  Once  have  I  sworn  by  my  holiness,  that  I 
will  not  lie  unto  David. 

36.  His  seed  shall  endure  for  ever,  and  his  seat  is 
like  as  the  sun  before  me  :  he  shall  stand  fast  for 
evermore,  as  the  moon,  and  as  the  faithful  witness 
in  heaven." 

37  &  38.  '"But  thou  hast  abhorred  and  forsaken 

^^^  The  empire  of  Christ  is  universal,  over  ^'"^   The  manifold    calamities    of  Sion 

Jews  and  Gentiles,  throughout  the  earth.  are  enumerated  in  these  verses  ;  and  we 

**^  The  rainbow  is  a  faithful  witness  of  are  taught  to  expect,  tliat  the  prevalence 

tiie  immutability  of  God's  word.  of  iniquity,  and  the  oppressions  of  the 
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thine  Anointed,  and  art  displeased  .at  him  ;  thou 
hast  broken  the  covenant  of  thy  servant,  and  cast 
his  crown  to  the  gi-ound. 

39  &  40.  Thou  hast  overthrown  all  his  hedges, 
and  broken  down  his  strongholds.  All  they  that 
go  by,  spoil  him  ;  and  he  is  become  a  reproach  to  his 
neighbours. 

41  &  42.  Thou  hast  set  up  the  right  hand  of  his 
enemies,  and  made  all  his  adversaries  to  rejoice ; 
thou  hast  taken  away  the  edge  of  his  sword,  and 
givest  him  not  victory  in  the  battle. 

43  &  44.  Thou  hast  put  out  his  glory,  and  cast 
his  throne  down  to  the  ground  :  the  days  of  his 
youth  hast  thou  shortened,  and  covered  him  with 
dishonour. 

45  &  46.  "Lord,  how  long  wilt  thou  hide  thy- 
self ?  for  ever  ?  and  shall  thy  wrath  burn  like  fire  ? 
O  remember  how  short  my  time  is  !  wherefore  hast 
thou  made  all  men  for  nought  ? 

47-  What  man  is  he  that  liveth,  and  shall  not  see 
death  ?  Shall  he  deliver  his  soul  from  the  hand  of 
the  grave  ? 

48.  Lord,  where  are  thy  old  loving-kindnesses, 
which  thou  swarest  unto  David  in  thy  truth  ? 

49  &  50.  Remember,  Lord,  the  rebuke  that  thy 
servants  have,  and  how  I  do  bear  in  my  bosom  the 
rebukes  of  many  people,  wherewith  thine  enemies 
have  blasphemed  thee,  and  slandered  the  footsteps 
of  thine  Anointed.'^ 

51.  Praised  be  the  Lord  for  evermore.  Amen, 
and  Amen. 


Church,  in  the  last  daj's,  will  be  such  as         ""  This    is    the    humble   and    dutiful 
to  put  the  faith  and  hope  of  Christ's  scr-     expostulation  of  the  Church. 
vants  to  a  sore  trial.  <">  See  2  Peter,  iii.  1  and  4, 
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net  tt0  pras. 

O  God,  Father  of  mercies,  who  hast  begotten 
us  to  a  hvely  hope  of  salvation  through  Jesus 
Christ,  cherish  in  our  hearts,  we  beseech  thee, 
such   a  saving   faith,   and  such  fervent  hopes, 
that  we   may  go    on  our  way  rejoicing,  and, 
having  before  oiu*  eyes  the  fear  and  the  love  of 
thy  holy  Name,  may  be  enabled  to  bring  into 
subjection  every  proud  thought,  and  every  carnal 
feeling,  which  exalteth  itself  above  that  which 
is  good  for  us.     Give  unto  us  grace  to  spend 
our  time,  in  this  transitory  world,  in  vii'tuous 
and  holy  exercises,  that,  when  the  day  of  our 
death  arrives,  we  may  feel  the  sweet  refreshing 
of  thy  Spirit,  comforting  our  souls,    and  sus- 
taining our  infirmities.     And  grant  that,  being 
clothed    with    the    wedding-garment    of    the 
Gospel,  we  may  be  accounted  children  of  the 
Lamb,   and    received   as    such    at   his    second 
coming  to  judge    the    world.      To  him,  with 
thee,  O  Father,  and  thee,  O  Holy  Ghost,  be 
ascribed  all  praise,  might,  majesty,  and  glory, 
now  and  for  evermore.     Amen. 


March.       ^        C^^tttt  5®aB. 

July. 


J 
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^rsmonition* 

We  are  here  presented  with  a  most  affecting 
description  of  man's  mortal  and  transitory  state 
on  earth  since  the  Fall.  The  Psalmist  (who,  it 
is  supposed,  was  Moses)  complains,  that  few 
persons  meditate  upon  death  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  prepare  themselves  for  it,  and  he  offers 
up  a  prayer  for  grace  to  do  so,  and  for  the 
mercies  of  redemption.  God  is  become,  in 
Christ  Jesus,  the  refuge  to  which  we  may  resort 
under  all  the  adyerse  circumstances  of  life.  O 
let  us  walk  with  him  for  the  few  short  years 
we  remain  on  earth,  that  we  may  find  an 
entrance  into  his  everlasting  rest,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

1  &  2.  Lord,  thou  hast  been  our  refuge,  from  one 
generation  to  another  :  before  the  mountains  were 
brought  forth,  or  ever  the  earth  and  the  world  were 
made,  thou  art  God  from  everlasting,  and  world 
without  end. 

3.  Thou  turnest  man  to  destruction  ;  again  thou 
sayest,  Come  again,  ye  children  of  men. 

4.  For  a  thousand  j^ears  in  thy  sight  are  but  as 
yesterday,  seeing  that  is  past  as  a  watch  in  the 
night. 
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5.  As  soon  as  thou  scatterest  them,  they  are 
even  as  a  sleep,  and  fade  away  suddenly  like  the 
grass. 

6.  In  the  morning  it  is  gTeen,  and  groweth  up  ; 
but  in  the  evening  it  is  cut  dovv^n,  dried  up,  and 
w^ithered. 

7.  For  we  consiuiie  away  in  thy  disjjleasure,  and 
are  afraid  at  thy  wrathful  indignation. 

8.  Thou  hast  set  our  misdeeds  before  thee,  and 
our  secret  sins  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance. 

9.  For  when  thou  art  angry,  all  our  days  are 
gone  ;  we  bring  our  years  to  an  end,  as  it  were  a 
tale  that  is  told. 

10.  The  days  of  our  age  are  threescore  years  and 
ten  ;  and  though  men  be  so  strong  that  they  come  to 
fourscore  j'-ears,  yet  is  their  strength  then  but  labour 
and  sorrow  :  so  soon  passeth  it  away,  and  we  are 
gone.'' 

1 1 .  But  who  regardeth  the  power  of  thy  wrath  ? 
For  even  thereafter,  as  a  man  feareth,  so  is  thy  dis- 
pleasure.^ 

1 2.  So  te%ch  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom. 

13.  Turn  thee  again,  O  Lord,  at  the  last,  and  be 
gracious  unto  thy  servants. 

14.  O  satisfy  us  with  thy  mercy,  and  that  soon  ; 
so  shall  we  rejoice  and  be  glad,  all  the  daj^s  of  our 
life. 

15.  Comfort  us  again,  now,  after  the  time  that 

^^  Mnch,  indeed,  may  the  serious  heart        ^*^  Notwithstanding  all  the  manifesta- 

gain  from  considering  the  various  images  tions    of  God's    indignation   against  sin, 

under  which  the  shortness  of  life  is  des-  who  is  there  that  dul}'  considereth  the 

cribed  :  "  A  watch  in  the  night" — "a  power  of  that  indignation,  and  that  his. 

sleep" — "grass" — "a  tale  that  is  told"  resentment  must  be  in  proportion  to  the 

—  "a  flower" — "  smoke"  —  "  a  vapour."  fear  and  liomage  wliicb  is  due  to  hinii 
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thou  hast  plagued  us,  and  for  the  years  wherein  we 
have  suffered  adversity. 

16.  Shew  thy  servants  thy  work,  and  their  chil- 
dren thy  glory.^ 

17.  And  the  glorious  Majesty  of  the  Lord  our 
God  be  upon  us  ;  prosper  thou  the  work  of  our 
hands  upon  us  ;  O  prosper  thou  our  handywork. 

IBLet  Ufii  9tau* 

Almighty  God,  give  us  grace  that  we  may 
cast  away  the  works  of  darkness,  and  put  upon 
us  the  armour  of  Hght,  now  in  the  time  of  this 
mortal  life,  in  which  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  came 
to  visit  us  in  great  humility,  that  in  the  last 
day,  when  he  shall  come  again  in  his  glorious 
majesty,  to  judge  both  the  quick  and  dead,  we 
may  rise  to  the  life  immortal,  through  him  who 
liveth  and  reigneth  with  thee  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  now  and  ever.     Amen. 

^^*  The  redemption  of  man  is  that  work  him  in  working  out  his  salvation,  until, 
of  God,  whereby  his  glory  is  manifested  through  him,  he  shall  be  enabled  to  sub- 
to    all   generations.      The    Christian  be-  due  sin,  and  to  triumph  over  death, 
seeches  God  to  bless,  prosper,  and  perfect 


March.       ^  JSUbetttl)  ©ag. 

July.  > 

November.)      PSALM  XCI. 


^Irmottttion. 

Bishop  Horsley  remarks,  that  in  this  Psalm 
there  are  three  speakers, — the  chief  Levite,  the 
Messiah  in  his  human  nature,  and  Jehovah. 
The  security  afforded  by  a  superintending 
Providence  to  those  who  trust  therein,  is 
beautifully  compared  to  the  protection  which 
a  parent  bird  affords  to  her  young  ;  whilst,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  fury  and  venom  of  our 
spiritual  enemies  are  often  portrayed  in  Scrip- 
ture by  the  natural  qualities  of  lions  and  ser- 
pents. There  may  be  occasions  when  God 
sees  it  good  for  the  righteous  man  to  remove 
him  from  evil  to  come  ;  therefore,  when  it  is 
said  that  such  as  trust  in  God  need  not  be 
afraid  of  pestilence,  sickness,  or  sudden  assaults, 
these  promises,  in  so  far  as  they  concern  us, 
must  be  understood  in  a  conditional  sense. 
The  righteous  have  often  been  delivered,  in  a 
remarkable  manner,  from  worldly  calamities  ; 
and  if  they  fall,  they  fall  not  in  God's  displea- 
sure, but  in  mercv. 
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1.  ^He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the 
Most  High,  shall  abide  under  the  shadow  of  the 
Almighty. 

2.  ^I  will  say  unto  the  Lord,  Thou  art  my  hope, 
and  my  stronghold,  my  God  ;  in  him  will  I  trust. 

3.  ^Surely  he  shall  deliver  thee  from  the  snare  of 
the  fowler,  and  from  the  noisome  pestilence. 

4.  He  shall  defend  thee  under  his  wings,  and  thou 
shalt  be  safe  under  his  feathers  ;  his  faithfulness  and 
truth  shall  be  thy  shield  and  buckler. 

5  &  6.  Thou  shalt  not  be  afraid  for  any  terror  by 
night,  nor  for  the  arrow  that  flieth  by  day  ;  for  the 
pestilence  that  walketh  in  darkness,  nor  for  the  sick- 
ness that  destroyeth  in  the  noon  day. 

7  &  8.  A  thousand  shall  fall  beside  thee,  and  ten 
thousand  at  thy  right  hand  ;  but  it  shall  not  come 
nigh  thee  :  yea,  with  thine  eyes  shalt  thou  behold, 
and  see  the  reward  of  the  ungodly. 

9.  *For  thou,  Lord,  art  my  hope  ;  thou  hast  set 
thine  house  of  defence  very  high. 

10  &  11.  ^There  shall  no  evil  happen  unto  thee, 
neither  shall  any  plague  come  nigh  thy  dwelling ; 
for  he  will  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee,  to  keep 
thee  in  all  thy  ways. 

12  &  13.  They  shall  bear  thee  in  their  hands, 
that  thou  hurt  not  thy  foot  against  a  stone  :  thou 
shalt  go  upon  the  lion  and  adder ;  the  young  lion 
and  the  dragon  shalt  thou  tread  under  thy  feet. 

14.  ^Because  he  hath  set  his  love  upon  me,  there- 

t*^  Spoken  by  the  chief  Levitc.  t*'  Messiah. 

'">  Messiah.  >=)  Chief  Levite. 

'^^  Chief  Levitc  adtlressiiig  Mcssiali.  ^^^  Jehovah. 
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fore  will  I  deliver  him  ;  I  will  set  him  up,  because 
he  hath  known  my  Name. 

15  &  16.  He  shall  call  upon  me,  and  I  will  hear 
him  ;  yea,  I  am  with  him  in  trouble  ;  I  will  deliver 
him,  and  bring  him  to  honour  ;  with  long  life  will  I 
satisfy  him,  and  shew  him  my  salvation. 


net  U0  pray* 

O  Lord  God,  our  hope  and  our  stronghold, 
laave  mercy  upon  us,  and  defend  us  under  the 
shadow  of  thy  wings,  that  we,  trusting  to  thy 
defence,  may,  by  thy  faithfulness  and  truth,  be 
covered  as  with  a  shield  and  buckler.  Give  thy 
angels  charge  concerning  us,  that  we  may  be 
preserved  and  kept  in  all  our  ways  ;  that  no 
evil  happen  unto  us,  no  plague  come  nigh  our 
dwelling,  no  arrows  of  thy  vengeance  may  dis- 
turb our  peace  and  safety.  Let  thy  ministering 
spirits  bear  us  in  their  hands,  that  the  assaults 
of  Satan  harm  us  not,  and  that  we  may  have 
power  to  resist  the  temptations  of  the  world 
and  of  the  flesh.  Do  thou,  O  God,  set  thy 
love  upon  us,  and  receive  us  as  thy  children  bv 
adoption,  through  thy  well-beloved  Son,  that 
thou  mayest  shew  us  thy  salvation,  and  at  the 
end  of  our  days  on  earth  may  make  us  par- 
takers of  a  blessed  eternity,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


II 


March.       ^      ^\DtUtff  Bag, 

July.  > 

NovE3iBER.j  PSALM  XCII.  &  XCIII. 


^trmonttton» 

Praise  and  thanksgiving  are  among  the  joys 
of  heaven,  and  should  be  the  delight  of  every 
Christian  who  looks  forward  to  the  glories  of 
an  immortal  state.  The  mercy  of  God  in  pro- 
mising salvation,  and  his  faithfulness  in  accom- 
plishing it,  furnish  inexhaustible  subjects  for 
this  morning  and  evening  sacrifice.  All  the 
workers  of  wickedness,  though  they  appear  to 
flourish  for  a  season,  shall  eventually  be  des- 
troyed for  evermore  ;  but  they  to  whom  (to 
use  Scripture  language)  an  unction  has  been 
given  from  the  Holy  One,  they  shall  be  exalted 
in  the  Redeemer,  and  shall  flourish  in  the 
courts  of  the  house  of  our  God.  Happy  the 
person  whose  goodness  is  progressive,  whose 
virtues  increase  with  his  years,  whose  fervour 
of  love  to  his  heavenly  Father,  Redeemer,  and 
Sanctifier,  goeth  on  burning  and  shining  more 
and  more  until  that  perfect  day  arrive,  when 
he  shall  receive  the  consummation  of  all  his 
hopes,  honour,  glory,  and  immortality,  for  ever 


and  ever. 
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rSALM  XCII. 

1  &  2.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the 
Lord,  and  to  sing  praises  unto  thy  Name,  O  Most 
Highest ;  to  tell  of  thy  loving-kindness  early  in  the 
morning,  and  of  thy  truth  in  the  night  season  ; 

3.  Upon  an  instrument  of  ten  strings,  and  upon 
the  lute  ;  upon  a  loud  instrument,  and  upon  the 
harp. 

4.  For  thou,  Lord,  hast  made  me  glad  through  thy 
MTorks,  and  I  will  rejoice  in  giving  praise  for  the 
operations  of  thy  hands. 

5  &  6.  O  Lord,  hov^  glorious  are  thy  works  ;  thy 
thoughts  are  very  deep  :  an  unwise  man  doth  not 
well  consider  this,  and  a  fool  doth  not  vmderstand  it. 

7.  When  the  ungodly  are  green  as  the  grass,  and 
when  all  the  workers  of  wickedness  do  flourish, 
then  shall  they  be  destroyed  for  ever  ;  but  thou, 
Lord,  art  the  Most  Highest  for  evermore. 

8.  For,  lo  !  thine  enemies,  O  Lord,  lo  !  thine 
enemies  shall  perish,  and  all  the  workers  of  wicked- 
ness shall  be  destroyed. 

9.  But  mine  horn  shall  be  exalted  like  the  horn 
of  an  unicorn,  for  I  am  anointed  with  fresh  oil. 

10.  Mine  eye  also  shall  see  his  lust  of  mine 
enemies  ;  and  mine  ear  shall  hear  his  desire  of  the 
wicked  that  rise  up  against  me."^ 

11.  The  righteous  shall  flourish  like  a  palm  tree, 
and  shall  spread  abroad  like  a  cedar  in  Libanus. 

**^   This  verse  is  intended   to  express     eftbrts  shall  at  length  be  crowned  with 
an  assurance  of  faith,  an  humble  conii-     victory  over  tlie  enemies  of  our  salvation, 
dence  in  the  promises  of  God,  that  our 
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12  &  13.  Such  as  are  planted  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  shall  flourish  in  the  courts  of  the  house  of  our 
God  :  they  shall  also  bring  forth  more  fruit  in  their 
age,  and  shall  be  fat  and  well-liking. 

14.  That  they  may  shew  how  true  the  Lord  my 
strength  is,  and  that  there  is  no  unrighteousness  in 
him. 

PSALM  XCllI. 

1  &  2.  The  Lord  reigneth,  he  is  clothed  with 
majesty  :  the  Lord  is  clothed  with  strength,  where- 
with he  hath  girded  himself :  the  world  also  is 
established  that  it  cannot  be  moved. 

3.  Ever  since  the  world  began  hath  thy  seat  been 
prepared  ;  thou  art  from  everlasting.^ 

4  &  5.  The  floods  are  risen,  O  Lord,  the  floods 
have  lift  up  their  voice  ;  the  floods  lift  up  their 
waves  :  the  waves  of  the  sea  are  mighty,  and  rage 
horribly  ;  but  yet  the  Lord,  who  dwelleth  on  high,  is 
mightier. 

6.  Thy  testimonies,  O  Lord,  are  very  sure ;  holi- 
ness becometh  thine  house  for  ever. 


Eet  U0  pray. 

O  Lord  God,  thou  art  the  Most  Highest  for 
evermore :  thy  works  are  glorious,  and  thy 
thoughts  are  very  deep  ;  make  our  hearts  and 
tongues  instruments  of  thy  praise,  that  we  may 

"'   A  new  and  spiritual  kingdom  hath     which,  though  mighty,  shall  be  put  down 
been  erected  by  our  Redeemer,  the  ene-    by  him  that  ia  mightier. 
mies  to  which  arc  represented  as  floods, 
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tell  of  thy  mercy  early  in  the  morning,  and  of 
thy  truth  in  the  night  season.  Let  thy  merci- 
ful kindness  descend  evermore  upon  the  righ- 
teous, that  being  continually  watered  with  the 
dew  of  temporal  and  spiritual  blessings,  they 
may  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  a  holy  conversa- 
tion. O  let  us  not  have  fellowship  in  this 
world  with  the  ungodly,  lest  we  be  tempted  to 
put  our  hands  unto  wickedness,  and  so  be  par- 
takers of  their  portion  in  the  world  to  come ; 
but  grant  that  our  hearts,  being  rooted  and 
grounded  in  love  to  thee,  we  may  be  planted 
in  the  courts  of  the  house  of  our  God,  and 
may  flourish  therein  to  all  eternity,  through 
the  mercies  and  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord  and  Saviour.     Amen. 


March.      "J   Ef)ivU$nif)  May* 

July.  > 

November.  S      PSALM  XCIV. 


Bbmonttton. 

The  faithful,  under  persecution  or  affliction, 
may  take  comfort  from  this  consideration,  that 
God,  who  made  the  eye  and  planted  the 
ear,  cannot  behold  iniquity  with  indifference. 
Although,  to  answer  wise  and  salutary  ends, 
he    suffers  his    servants  to  be  chastened,   and 
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permits  oppression  and  injustice  to  prosper  for 
a  time,  yet  he  will  at  length  arise,  and  reward 
the  proud  after  their  deserving.  Happy  are 
they  who,  having  learned  from  the  Scriptures 
of  truth,  the  lessons  of  faith  and  patience 
therein  inculcated,  enjoy  tranquillity  of  soul  in 
time  of  trouble,  under  the  conviction  that  God 
will  not  utterly  forsake  them,  but  that  what 
seems  mysterious  to  us,  who  now  see  through 
a  glass  darkly,  shall  be  made  up  by  the  future 
dispensations  of  God. 


1.  O  Lord  God,  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth ; 
thou  God,  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth,  shew 
thyself. 

2.  Arise,  thou  Judge  of  the  world,  and  reward  the 
proud  after  their  deserving. 

3  &  4.  Lord,  how  long  shall  the  ungodly,  how 
long  shall-  the  ungodly  triumph  ?  how  long  shall  all 
wicked  doers  speak  so  disdainfully,  and  make  such 
proud  boasting  ? 

5,  6,  &  7-  They  smite  down  thy  people,  O  Lord, 
and  trouble  thine  heritage  ;  they  murder  the  widow 
and  the  stranger,  and  put  the  fatherless  to  death  ; 
and  yet  they  say,  Tush,  the  Lord  shall  not  see, 
neither  shall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  it. 

8.  Take  heed,  ye  unwise  among  the  people  ;  O  ye 
fools,  when  will  ye  understand  ? 

9  &  10.  He  that  planted  the  ear,  shall  he  not 
hear  ?  or  he  that  made  the  eye,  shall  he  not  see  ?  Or 
he  that  nurtureth  the  heathen,  it  is  he  that  teachetli 
man  knowledge,  shall  not  he  punish  ? 
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11.  The  Lord  knoweth  the  thoughts  of  man,  that 
they  are  but  vain. 

12  &  13.  Blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou  chasteii- 
est,  O  Lord,  and  teaehest  him  in  thy  law  ;  that  thou 
mayest  give  him  jDatience  in  time  of  adversity,  until 
the  pit  be  digged  up  for  the  ungodly. 

14  &  15.  For  the  Lord  will  not  cast  off  his 
people,  neither  will  he  forsake  his  inheritance ;  but 
judgment  shall  return  unto  righteousness,  and  all  the 
upright  in  heart  shall  follow  it. 

16.  Who  will  rise  up  with  me  against  the 
wicked  ?  or  who  will  take  my  part  against  the 
evil-doers  ?  ^ 

17-  If  the  Lord  had  not  helped  me,  it  had  not 
failed  but  my  soul  had  been  put  to  silence. 

18.  But  when  I  said.  My  foot  hath  slipt,  thy 
mercy,  O  Lord,  held  me  up. 

19.  In  the  multitude  of  the  sorrows  that  I  had  in 
my  heart,  thy  comforts  have  refreshed  my  soul. 

20.  Shall  the  throne  of  iniquity  have  fellowship 
with  thee,  which  frameth  mischief  by  a  law  ? 

21.  They  gather  themselves  together  against  the 
soul  of  the  righteous,  and  condemn  the  innocent 
blood. 

22  &  23.  But  the  Lord  is  my  refuge,  and  my 
God  is  the  strength  of  my  confidence.  He  shall 
recompense  them  their  wickedness,  and  destroy 
them  in  their  own  malice  :  yea,  the  Lord  our  God 
shall  destroy  them. 


*'*  The  Pealmist  sppaks  in  the  pcrsnii  of  Mossinli. 
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1L$t  U0  pvsiV^ 

O  Lord  God,  Judge  of  the  world,  to  whom 
belongeth  vengeance,  and  the  execution  of 
righteous  judgment,  have  mercy  upon  us  ; 
chasten  us  with  thy  fatherly  correction  when 
we  sin  against  thee  ;  but  be  thou  our  refuge  in 
time  of  adversity,  giving  us  much  patience, 
that  our  feet  slip  not,  nor  our  souls  be  put  to 
silence.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that  we  may  view  all 
thy  dispensations  with  a  perfect  trust  and  con- 
fidence in  thy  divine  mercy  ;  that  in  all  our 
troubles  we  may  still  look  up  to  thee  as  the 
author  of  all  good,  the  fountain  of  all  comfort ; 
that  so,  passing  through  this  vale  of  tears,  we 
faint  not  at  present  calamities  ;  but  that,  up- 
held by  faith,  we  may  go  on  ovu*  way  rejoicing, 
until  we  come  to  those  heavenly  mansions 
where  there  shall  be  no  more  pain,  nor  sick- 
ness, nor  sorrow  —  where  former  things  shall 
have  passed  away,  and  an  eternity  of  bliss  be 
prepared  for  all  thy  faithful  people,  through 
the  merits  of  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord  ;  to  whom, 
with  thee,  O  Father,  and  thee,  O  Holy  Ghost, 
be  all  honour  and  glory,  now  and  for  evermore. 
Amen. 


March.        1    jfOUrte^tttt)  ©«»♦ 

July.  V 

NovEMBER.  3  PSALMS  XCV.  &  XCVL^ 


^Irmonttton. 

Our  blessed  Saviour  hath  told  us,  that  where 
two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  his  Name, 
there  is  he  in  the  midst  of  them  ;  let  us  then 
heartily  rejoice  in  the  strength  of  our  salvation, 
and  shew  ourselves  glad  in  him,  whensoever 
an  opportunity  is  afforded  us  of  giving  praise 
for  the  operations  of  his  hands.     In  the  latter 


*  The  following  Introduction  to  the 
95th,  96th,  97th,  98th,  99th,  and  100th 
Psalms,  is  by  Bishop  Horslcy  ;  but,hefore 
perusing  it,  the  Editor  begs  the  reader  to 
bear  constantly  in  mind  the  prophetical 
character  of  the  Psalms  generally,  as  also 
the  typical  nature  of  tlic  laws,  and  ordi- 
nances, and  covenant  made  with  Israel ; 
for,  without  such  knowledge,  it  would  he 
impossible  to  make  a  profitable  applica- 
tion of  these  divine  hymns  to  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  or  to  a  Christian  people. 

"  These  six  Psalms  form,  if  I  mistake 
not,  one  entire  prophetic  poem,  cited  by 
St  Paid  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
under  the  title  of  the  introduction  of  the 
First  Born  into  the  world.  Each  Psaira 
has  its  proper  subject,  which  is  some  par- 
ticular branch  of  the  general  argument  — 
the  establishment  of  the  Messiah's  king- 
dom. The  95th  Psalm  asserts  Jeliovah's 
Godhead,  and  his  power  over  all  nature, 
and  exhorts  his  people  to  serve  him.  In 
Psalm  96,  all  nations  are  exhorted  to  join 


in  his  service,  because  he  cometh  to  judge 
all  mankind,  Jew  and  Gentile.  In  the 
97tli  Psalm,  Jehovah  reigns  over  all  the 
world  ;  the  idols  are  deserted,  the  Just 
One  is  glorified.  In  the  98th  Psaira, 
Jehovah  hath  done  wonders,  and  wrought 
deliverance  for  himself :  he  hath  remem- 
bered his  mercy  towards  the  house  of 
Israel  ;  he  comes  to  judge  the  whole 
world.  This,  I  think,  clearly  alludes  to 
a  restoration  of  the  Jewish  nation.  In 
the  99th,  Jehovah,  seated  between  the 
cherubims  in  Sion,  (the  visible  Church,) 
reigns  over  all  the  world,  to  be  praised 
for  the  justice  of  his  government.  This 
Psalm  alludes,  I  think,  to  a  reign  of 
Jehovah  in  Sion,  subsequent  to  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Jewish  nation,  when  Moses, 
Anron,  and  Samuel  are  to  bear  a  part  in 
the  general  worship.  In  the  100th  Psalm, 
all  the  world  is  called  upon  to  praise 
Jehovah,  the  Creator,  wliosc  mercy  and 
truth  are  everlasting." 


PSALMS  XCV.  XCVI. 


273 


part  of  the  ninety-fifth  Psalm  God  may  be 
considered  as  addressing  us  in  the  Gospel  of 
his  Son,  for  so  we  are  taught,  in  the  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews,  to  apply  what  is  written 
therein.  Take  heed,  brethren,  lest  there  be 
in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief;  for  the 
Apostle  assures  us  that,  vmless  mixed  with 
faith,  the  word  cannot  profit  us.  Sin  is  deceit- 
ful, and  hardens  the  heart ;  now  is  the  day  of 
our  probation.  Watch  and  pray,  lest  ye  enter 
into  temptation,  and  so  fall  short  of  the  pro- 
mised rest  which  remaineth  for  the  children  of 
God. 

In  the  ninety-sixth  Psalm  "  the  whole  earth" 
is  excited  "to  sing  a  new  song,"  "  to  stand  in 
•awe  of  the  Lord,"  and  emphatically  "  to  wor- 
ship him  in  the  beauty  of  holiness."  We  are 
likewise  exhorted  to  bring  "  presents,"  or  sacri- 
fice, when  we  come  into  his  courts  ;  and  we 
should  remember  that  the  oblation  of  the  heart, 
and  the  sacrifice  of  our  lusts,  are  the  only 
presents  which  can  be  acceptable  to  him,  who 
is  of  purer  eyes  tlian  to  behold  iniquity. 


PSALM  XCV. 


1 .  O  come,  let  us  sing  unto  the   Lord ;  let  us 
heartily  rejoice  in  the  strength  of  our  salvation. 

2.  Let  us  come  before  his  presence  with  thanks- 
giving, and  shew  ourselves  glad  in  him  with  psalms. 
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S.  For  the  Lord  is  a  great  God,  and  a  great  King 
above  all  gods. 

4.  In  his  hand  are  all  the  corners  of  the  earth, 
and  the  strength  of  the  hills  is  his  also. 

5.  The  sea  is  his,  and  he  made  it ;  and  his  hands 
prepared  the  dry  land. 

6.  O  come,  let  us  worship  and  fall  down,  and 
kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker, 

7.  For  he  is  the  Lord  our  God ;  and  we  are  the 
people  of  his  pasture,  and  the  sheep  of  his  hand. 

8.  To-day,^  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not 
your  hearts  as  in  the  provocation,  and  as  in  the  day 
of  temptation  in  the  wilderness  ; 

9.  When  your  fathers  tempted  me,  proved  me, 
and  saw  my  works.^ 

10.  Forty  years  long  was  I  grieved  with  this 
generation,  and  said.  It  is  a  people  that  do  err  in 
their  hearts,  for  they  have  not  known  my  ways  : 

11.  Unto  whom  I  sware  in  my  wrath,  that  they 
should  not  enter  into  my  rest.^ 


PSALM  XCVI. 

1 .  'O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song  ;  sing  unto 
the  Lord,  all  the  whole  earth. 

2.  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  and  praise  his  Name  ;  be 
telling  of  his  salvation  from  day  to  day. 

t'^    O  that  you    would    hear  hh  voice  exclusion  from  heaven  be  the  punishment 

to-day,  saying  unto  you.  of  Christian  disobedience. 

^*'  What  a  contrast  do   these    verses  *''  The  Psalmist,  beholding  in  spirit  the 

present  between  the  presumption  of  man  accomplishment  of  the  promises — the  ad- 

on  the  one  Itniid,  and  the  Inng-siiiTerijig  vent  of  Christ,  and  the  glory  of  his  king- 

of  God  on  the  other.  dom — bre.iks  forth  into  a  strain  of  exulting 

'•*'>   An  exclusion  from  Canaan  was  the  joy. 
punishment  of  .Jewish  contumacy  ;  so  will 
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3  &  4.  Declare  his  honour  unto  the  heathen,  and 
his  wonders  unto  all  people ;  for  the  Lord  is  great, 
and  cannot  worthily  be  praised :  he  is  more  to  be 
feared  than  all  gods. 

5.  As  for  all  the  gods  of  the  heathen,  they  are 
but  idols  ;  but  it  is  the  Lord  that  made  the  heavens. 

6.  Glory  and  worship  are  before  him  :  power  and 
honour  are  in  his  sanctuary. 

7.  Ascribe  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  kindreds  of  the 
people,  ascribe  unto  the  Lord  worship  and  power. 

8.  Ascribe  unto  the  Lord  the  honour  due  unto  his 
Name  ;  bring  presents,  and  come  into  his  courts. 

9.  O  worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness  ; 
let  the  whole  earth  stand  in  awe  of  him. 

10.  -Tell  it  out  among  the  heathen,  that  the  Lord 
is  King,  and  that  it  is  he  who  hath  made  the  round 
world  so  fast  that  it  cannot  be  moved  ;  and  how  that 
he  shall  judge  the  people  righteously. 

11.  Let  the  heavens  rejoice,  and  let  the  earth  be 
glad  ;  let  the  sea  make  a  noise,  and  all  that  therein 
is. 

12.  Let  the  field  be  joyful,  and  all  that  is  in  it ; 
then  shall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood^  rejoice  before  tne 
Lord. 

13.  For  he  cometh,*  for  he  cometh  to  judge  the 
earth,  and  with  righteousness  to  judge  the  world, 
and  the  people  with  his  truth. 

^'J    The  Lord,  who  liath  blessed  us  with     eousncs?  —  the    planting    of    the    Lord,*' 
a  knowledge  of  his  salvation,  hath  a  right     Isaiah,  Ixi.  3. 

to  expect  that  we  should  be  zealous  in         ***  The  coming  of  Christ  is  twofold, — 
communicating  that  blessing  to  others.  1st,  lie  came  to  redeem  and  sanctify  the 

C  Trees  of  the  wood  :  "  Trees  of  right-     creature  ;  and,  2d,  He  will  come  again  to 

gloiify  it. 
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net  U0  pra]5- 

O  Almighty  God,  Maker  of  all  things,  Judge 
of  all  men,  who  hast  commanded  us  to  pray 
unto  thee  without  ceasing,  and  hast  promised 
to  hear  the  supplications  of  all  them  that  call 
upon  thee  in  faith  and  humility  of  soul ;  we 
adore  and  praise  thine  infinite  Majesty  for  all 
thy  goodness  and  loving-kindness  to  us,  and  to 
all  men,  for  our  creation,  preservation,  and  all 
the  blessings  of  this  life,  but  more  especially 
for  the  redemption  of  the  world  by  our  Lord 
and    Saviour   Jesus    Christ,    for  the  means    of 
grace,    and   for    the    hopes    of  glory.       Thou 
knowest  vis,  O  God,  to  be  set  in  the  midst  of  so 
many  and  great  dangers,  that  by  reason  of  the 
frailty  of  our  nature,  we  cannot  always  stand 
upright,    but  be  thou,  O   God,  our  shepherd. 
Thou  that  leadest  Joseph  like  a  sheep,  —  thou 
that  sittest  between  the  cherubim, —  do  thou, 
O  God,  by  means  of  thy  sanctifying  grace,  so 
uphold  our  goings  in  thy  way,  that  we  fail  not 
finally  to   attain    thy    heavenly    rest,   through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


March.        ^     ^iTifUcntf)   BaU. 

July.  > 

November,  j  PSALMS   XCVII.  &  XCVIII. 


^irmonttton. 

The  Lord  Jesus,  triumphant  over  death  and 
hell,  is  gone  up  on  high, — gone,  as  he  graciously 
assures  us  in  his  Gospel,  to  prepare  a  place  for 
all  his  beloved  followers.  What  greater  cause 
can  those  who  really  love  and  obey  his  Gospel, 
have  to  rejoice  ?  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  those 
who  reject  it,  or  who  do  not  obey  the  truth, 
have  great  cause  to  dread  the  terrors  of  his 
wrath  :  "  there  shall  go  a  fire  before  him,  and 
burn  up  his  enemies  on  every  side."  O  ye  that 
love  him,  see  that  ye  hate  the  thing  which  is 
evil :  religion  must  be  rooted  in  the  heart ; 
a  Christian  must  not  only  serve  God  outwardly, 
but  must  inwardly  love  him,  —  he  must  not 
only  abstain  from  evil,  but  he  must  do  good. 


PSALM  XCVII. 

1.  The  Lord  is  King,  the  earth  may  be  glad 
thereof;  yea,  the  multitude  of  the  isles  may  be  glad 
thereof. 

2    Clouds  and  darkness    are  round  about  him ; 
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righteousness  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his 
seat.^ 

3.  There  shall  go  a  fire  before  him,  and  burn  up 
his  enemies  on  every  side. 

4.  His  lightnings  gave  shine  unto  the  world  ;  the 
earth  saw  it,  and  was  afraid. 

5.  The  hills  melted  like  wax  at  the  presence  of 
the  Lord  ;  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord  of  the  whole 
earth. 

6.  The  heavens  have  declared  his  righteousness, 
and  all  the  people  have  seen  his  glory. 

7.  Confounded  be  all  they  that  worship  carved 
images,  and  that  delight  in  vain  gods  ;  worship  him, 
all  ye  gods. 

8.  Sion  heard  of  it,  and  rejoiced,  and  the  daughters 
of  Judah  were  glad,  because  of  thy  judgments, 
O  Lord.- 

9.  For  thou,  Lord,  art  higher  than  all  that  are  in 
the  earth  ;  thou  art  exalted  far  above  all  gods. 

10.  O  ye  that  love  the  Lord,  see  that  ye  hate  the 
thing  which  is  evil :  the  Lord  preserveth  the  souls 
of  his  saints  :  he  shall  deliver  them  from  the  hand  of 
the  ungodly. 

1 1 .  There  is  sprung  up  a  light  for  the  righteous,' 
and  joyful  gladness  for  such  as  are  true-hearted. 

12.  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  ye  righteous,  and  give 
thanks  for  a  remembrance  of  his  holiness. 


**^  When  the  mercy  and  grace  of  our  pictured  as  surrounded  with  clouds  and 

Heavenly  King  are  to  be  described,  he  is  darkness ;  or  with  lightnings  and  iire. 
likened  to  the  sun  gladdening  universal         *^*   By  "  the  daughters  of  Judah,"  we 

nature    with   bis   beneficent   rays.       But  may  understand  the  Christian  churches, 
when  we  are  to  conceive  him   as  going         ^'^   Christ  is  called,  "  a  Light  to  lighten 

fdrth    to    punish    his   adversarieg,   he    is  the  Gentiles."  Luke,  ii.  32. 
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PSALM   XCVllI. 

1  &  2.  O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song,  for  he 
hath  done  marvellous  things :  with  his  own  right 
hand,  and  with  his  holy  arm,  hath  he  gotten  himself 
the  victory.^ 

3.  The  Lord  declared  his  salvation  ;  his  righteous- 
ness hath  he  ojienly  shewed  in  the  sight  of  the 
heathen. 

4.  He  hath  remembered  his  mercy  and  truth 
toward  the  house  of  Israel,  and  all  the  ends  of  the 
world  have  seen  the  salvation  of  our  God. 

5  &  6.  Show  yourselves  joyful  unto  the  Lord,  all 
ye  lands  ;  sing,  rejoice,  and  give  thanks  :  praise  the 
Lord  upon  the  harp  ;  sing  to  the  harp  with  a  psalm 
of  thanksgiving. 

7.  With  trumpets  also,  and  shawms,  O  shew 
yourselves  joyful  before  the  Lord  the  King. 

8.  Let  the  sea  make  a  noise,  and  all  that  therein 
is  ;  the  round  world,  and  they  that  dwell  therein. 

9.  Let  the  floods  clap  their  hands,  and  let  the 
hills  be  joyful  together  before  the  Lord  ;  for  he  is 
come  to  judge  the  earth. 

10.  With  righteousness  shall  he  judge  the  world, 
and  the  people  with  equity. 

O  blessed  Jesus,  who  hast  triumphed  over 
the  powers  of  darkness,  and  over  hell  and  the 
grave  —  who,  by  thy  glorious  resurrection,  hast. 

^''  See  Note  at  commencement  of  the  95th  Psalm. 
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made  known  the  power  of  thy  divinity,  and 
proved  thyself  to  be  the  true  Messias  ;  keep  us, 
we  beseech  thee,  steadfast  in  thy  faith  and  fear, 
and  grant  that  all  the  actions  of  our  life  may 
testify  the  reality  of  our  belief  Make  us  to  rise 
from  the  death  of  sin  to  the  life  of  righteous- 
ness, that  as  we  are  buried  with  thee  by 
baptism,  we  may  mortify  all  our  corrupt  lusts 
and  desires,  and  place  our  affections  on  heaven 
and  heavenly  things,  that  so  in  the  day  of  retri- 
bution and  great  terrors  to  the  wicked,  when 
a  fire  shall  go  forth  from  thy  presence  to  burn 
up  thine  enemies  on  every  side,  we  may  be  safe 
under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings — may  be  made 
partakers  of  everlasting  joy,  through  thy  merits, 
to  whom,  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 
be  all  honour  and  glory,  now  and  for  evermore. 
Amen. 


March.       ^      ^i^t^^ttttl  39afi, 

July.  > 

November.)  PSALMS  XCIX.  &  C. 


^2»montttoit» 

The  rebellion  of  man  can  never  defeat  or 
hinder  the  counsels  of  the  Most  High  :  what- 
ever  the  Lord  hath  declared,  that  he  will 
assuredly  perform.     His  enemies  have  reason 
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to  tremble,  for  he  will  not  spare  the  guilty  ; 
and  his  servants  have  reason  to  rejoice,  for  he 
is  mighty  to  save.  And  if  the  Israelites  were 
blessed  through  the  intercession  of  Moses, 
Aaron,  and  Samuel,  with  how  much  more 
confidence  may  we  expect  blessings,  through 
the  merciful  intercession  of  Christ  ?  Do  we  not 
perceive  what  great  things  God  hath  already 
done  for  us ;  and  have  we  not  his  precious 
promises  of  future  blessings  to  rest  upon,  as  an 
anchor  to  the  soul,  sure  and  steadfast  ?  It  well 
becometh,  then,  the  righteous  to  be  joyful,  and 
to  enter  with  joy  into  the  courts  of  the  Lord's 
house ;  nor  can  there  be,  here  below,  any 
greater  resemblance  of  the  court  and  company 
of  heaven  than  in  the  assemblies  and  congre- 
gations of  religious  and  pious  persons  pouring 
out  their  prayers  to  God,  and  celebrating  the 
praises  of  their  Creator  and  Redeemer. 


PSALM    XCIX. 

1.  The  Lord  is  King,  be  the  peojjle  never  so 
impatient :  he  sitteth  between  the  cherubims,  be 
the  earth  never  so  unquiet. 

2.  The  Lord  is  great  in  Sion,  and  high  above  all 
people. 

3.  They  shall  give  thanks  unto  thy  Name,  which 
is  great,  wonderful,  and  holy. 

4.  The  King's  power  loveth  judgment :  thou  hast 
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prepared  equity  ;  thou  hast  executed  judgment  and 
righteousness  in  Jacob. 

5.  O  magnify  the  Lord  our  God,  and  fall  down 
before  his  footstool,  for  he  is  holy. 

6.  Moses  and  Aaron  among  his  priests,  and 
Samuel  among  such  as  call  upon  his  Name ;  these 
called  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  them. 

7.  He  spake  unto  them  out  of  the  cloudy  pillar ; 
for  they  kept  his  testimonies,  and  the  law  that  he 
gave  them. 

8.  Thou  ^heardest  them,  O  Lord  our  God.  Thou 
forgavest  them,  O  God,  and  punishedst  their  own 
inventions. 

9.  O  magnify  the  Lord  our  God,  and  worship 
him  upon  his  holy  hill,  for  the  Lord  our  God  is  holy. 


PSALM  C. 

1.  O  be  joyful  in  the  Lord,  all  ye  lands ;  serve  the 
Lord  with  gladness,  and  come  before  his  presence 
with  a  song. 

2.  Be  ye  sure  that  the  Lord  he  is  God ;  it  is  he 
that  hath  made  us,  and  not  we  ourselves  f  we  are 
his  peoj^le,  and  the  sheep  of  his  pasture. 

3.  O  go  your  way  into  his  gates  with  thanks- 
giving, and  into  his  courts  with  praise  ;  be  thankful 
unto  him,  and  speak  good  of  his  Name. 

4.  For  the  Lord  is  gracious  ;  his  mercy  is  ever- 
lasting ;  and  his  truth  endureth  from  generation  to 
generation. 


'■>  Thou  heardest  these  mediators :  thou  <"  Wc  are  his  workmanship,  created  in 
forgavest  thy  people,  even  when  thou  hadst  Christ  Jesus  uuto  good  works.  Eph.  ii.  1 0. 
begun  to  punish. 
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apt  110  prap. 

O  great  God,  King  of  heaven  and  earth ; 
thou  that  sittest  unmoved  amid  the  great 
convulsions  and  revokitions  of  the  world  ;  give 
unto  us  thy  servants  awful  apprehensions  of 
thy  sanctity  and  perfections,  of  thy  Name  and 
nature,  which  is  great,  wonderful,  and  holy. 
Thou  hast  created  us  out  of  nothing  ;  and  hast 
redeemed  us  from  misery  and  death,  though 
we  had  rebelled  against  thee.  O  grant  that, 
by  the  teaching  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  we  may 
walk  as  thou  hast  commanded  us ;  that  we 
may  believe  what  thou  hast  taught  us,  and  may 
inherit  the  promises  thou  hast  given  us  through 
thy  well-beloved  Son.  Thou  art  our  guide  and 
defence ;  we  are  thy  people  and  the  sheep  of 
thy  pasture.  Be  thou  mercifully  pleased  to 
protect  us  from  the  snares  of  Satan  ;  to  deliver 
us  from  the  corruptions  of  our  sinful  nature ; 
and  to  receive  us  into  the  fold  of  everlasting 
rest,  where  thou,  O  God,  reignest  in  the  vxnity 
of  the  blessed  Trinity  ;  to  whom  be  all  honour 
and  glory,  world  without  end.     Amen. 


March.        ^   SttfCntttntf)   ZJaj?. 

July,  V 

NOVEMBER.    S  PSALM    CI. 


^Irtnontttom 

In  return  for  the  mercy  shewn  to  David,  and 
for  the  judgment  of  God  upon  his  enemies,  the 
Israelitish  monarch  declares  his  resohition  to 
set  an  example  of  true  wisdom  and  unshaken 
integrity  to  his  court  and  people,  desiring 
earnestly,  at  the  same  time,  the  assistance  of 
Divine  grace  to  enable  him  to  do  so.  As  is 
the  sovereign,  so  will  be  the  court ;  as  is  the 
master  or  mistress  of  a  family,  so  will  be  the 
household.  David  not  only  resolves  to  walk 
himself  with  an  upright  heart,  but  declares 
that  he  would  expel  from  his  presence  all 
depraved  persons  ;  that  he  would  not  know  a 
wicked  person  ;  that  his  servants  should  be 
chosen  from  among  them  that  lead  a  godly 
life,  and  that  he  that  telleth  lies  should  not 
tarry  in  his  sight. 

1  &  2.  My  song  shall  be  of  mercy  and  judgment : 
unto  thee,  O  Lord,  will  I  sing.  Oh  let  me  have 
understanding  in  the  way  of  godUness. 

3.  When  wilt  thou  come  unto  me  ?  I  will  walk 
in  my  house  with  a  perfect  heart.^ 

")     The    Christian    knowcth    that    ho     strengtheneth    him  with  his  Spirit  in  the 
can  do  all   things   through   Christ,    who     iiDicr  man. 
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4.  I  will  take  no  wicked  thing  in  hand  :  I  hate 
the  sins  of  unfaithfulness  :^  there  shall  no  such 
cleave  unto  me. 

5.  A  fro  war  d^  heart  shall  depart  from  me  ;  I  will 
not  know  a  wicked  person. 

6  &  7-  Whoso  privily  slandereth  his  neighbour, 
him  will  I  destroy  :  whoso  hath  also  a  proud  look 
and  high  stomach,  I  will  not  suffer  him. 

8  &  9.  Mine  eyes  look  upon  such  as  are  faithful 
in  the  land,  that  they  may  dwell  with  me  :  whoso 
leadeth  a  godly  life,  he  shall  be  my  servant. 

10.  There  shall  no  deceitful  person  dwell  in  my 
house  :  he  that  telleth  lies  shall  not  tarry  in  my 
sight. 

11.  I  shall  soon  destroy  all  the  ungodly  that  are 
in  the  land,  that  I  may  root  out  all  wicked  doers 
from  the  city  of  the  Lord. 


O  Lord  God  of  eternal  purity,  who  art  of 
purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity,  enlighten 
our  understandings  that  we  may  have  know-  ^ 
ledge  in  the  way  of  godliness.  Make  our  paths 
straight  and  our  ways  perfect.  Take  from  us 
all  insincerity  ;  and  correct  and  mortify  in  us 
all  corrupt  and  peevish  dispositions.  Let  us 
love  the  society  of  the  upright,  and  hate  and 
shun  the  fellowship  of  the  wicked,  that  we  may 
not  be  destroyed  with  the  ungodly,  nor  banished 


^'*  The  sins  of  unfaithfulness  are  such         *•''    A  '"  froward,"  means   a  depraved 
deeds  aa  are  contrary  to  God's  law.  heart. 
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from  thy  presence.  Keep  the  door  of  our 
lips,  O  God,  that  we  sin  not  against  thee  by 
slandering  our  neighbour  ;  and  grant  that,  by 
watchfulness  and  humility,  and  by  a  sacred 
regard  for  truth,  we  may  be  enabled,  through 
the  aid  of  thy  Divine  Spirit,  so  to  walk  in  this 
life  present,  that  we  fail  not  finally  to  be  made 
partakers  of  the  joys  of  heaven,  through  the 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ  our  blessed  Lord  and 
Saviour.     Amen. 


March. 

July. 

November. 


} 


PSALM  CII. 


Utrmonttton. 

The  holy  Psalmist,  writing  during  the  capti- 
vity in  Babylon,  feels  himself  labouring  under 
the  Divine  wrath,  but  expresses,  nevertheless, 
a  trust  in  the  mercies  of  God.  Our  Church, 
by  making  this  one  of  the  proper  Psalms  for 
Ash  Wednesday,  directs  us  to  apply  it  to  the 
wounded  spirit  of  such  as  are  touched  with  a 
ti'ue  sense  of  the  infirmities  of  sin.  To  such 
the  Lord  addresses  himself,  when  he  says, 
"  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  travail  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  refresh  you."  O 
merciful  Redeemer  !  these  are  indeed  words  of 
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comfort ;  thou  hast  turned  our  heaviness  into 
joy  :  for  ever  praised  be  thy  holy  Name  ! 

1.  Hear  my  prayer,  O  Lord,  and  let  my  crying 
come  unto  thee. 

2.  Hide  not  thy  face  from  me  in  the  time  of  my 
trouble  ;  incline  thine  ear  unto  me  when  I  call :  O 
hear  me,  and  that  right  soon. 

3.  For  my  days  are  consumed  away  like  smoke, 
and  my  bones  are  burnt  up  as  it  were  a  fire-brand. 

4  &  5.  My  heart  is  smitten  down,  and  withered 
like  grass,  so  that  I  forget  to  eat  my  bread  :^  for  the 
voice  of  my  groaning,  my  bones  will  scarce  cleave 
to  my  flesh. 

6  &  7.  I  am  become  like  a  pelican  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  like  an  owl  that  is  in  the  desert  :^  I  have 
watched,  and  am  even  as  a  sparrow,  that  sitteth 
alone  upon  the  house-top. 

8.  Mine  enemies  revile  me  all  the  day  long,  and 
they  that  are  mad  upon  me,  are  sworn  together 
against  me. 

9  &  10.  For  I  have  eaten  ashes  as  it  were  bread, 
and  mingled  my  drink  with  weeping ;  ^  and  that 
because  of  thine  indignation  and  wrath,  for  thou 
hast  taken  me  up  and  cast  me  down. 

11  &  12.  My  days  are  gone  like  a  shadow,  and 
I  am  withered  like  grass  :  but  thou,  O  Lord,  shalt 
endure  for  ever,  and  thy  remembrance  throughout 
all  generations. 

">    Sickness    is    the    chastisement    of  desirous  of  retiring  from  the  world ;    so 

Heaven,  inflicted  often  upon  us  to  supply  also    doth   the   true   penitent    make    his 

the   want   of  that    discipline    which    we  humble   confession    unto    God   in  secret, 

should  exercise  upon  ourselves.  See  1  Cor.  See  Daniel,  ix. 
xi.  31,  32.  <"  I  have  eaten  the  bread  of  humilia- 

'■*    The   sorrowful  man   is    naturally  tion,  and  drank  the  water  of  affliction. 
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13,  14,  &  15.  *Thou  shalt  arise,  and  have  mercy 
upon  Zion  ;  for  the  time  to  favour  her,  yea,  the  set 
time,  is  come  :  for  thy  servants  take  pleasure  in  her 
stones,  and  favour  the  dust  thereof;  so  the  heathen 
shall  fear  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  kings 
of  the  earth  thy  glory. 

16,  17,  &  18.  When  the  Lord  shall  build  up 
Zion,  he  shall  appear  in  his  glory :  he  will  regard 
the  prayer  of  the  destitute,  and  not  despise  their 
prayer ;  this  shall  be  written  for  the  generation  to 
come,  and  the  people  which  shall  be  created  shall 
praise  the  Lord.'^ 

19  &  20.  For  he  hath  looked  down  from  his 
sanctuary  ;  out  of  the  heaven  did  the  Lord  behold 
the  earth,  that  he  might  hear  the  mournings  of  such 
as  are  in  captivity,  and  deliver  the  children  appointed 
unto  death ; 

21  &  22.  That  they  may  declare  the  Name  of 
the  Lord  in  Sion,  and  his  worship  at  Jerusalem ; 
when  the  jieoj^le  are  gathered  together,  and  the 
kingdoms  also,  to  serve  the  Lord. 

23  &  24.  ^He  brought  down  my  strength  In  my 
journey,  and  shortened  my  days  ;  but  I  said,  O  my 
God,  take  me  not  away  in  the  midst  of  mine  age ; 
as  for  thy  years,  they  endure  throughout  all  gene- 
rations. 

25.  Thou,  Lord,  in  the  beginning,  hast  laid  the 


^*'     Here   the    Psalmist,   Bpeaking    in  Christ  Jesus,  may  from  age  to  age  praise 

another  person,  comforts  the  suppliant.  the  Lord. 

'''  The  history  of  this  redemption  and         '"'   Here  the  Psalmist  again  speaks  in 

restoration    by    Messiah,    thus    foretold,  the  person  of  the  first  suppliant,  and  may 

hath  been  written  in  the  Gospel  for  the  be   thought    to  advert  to  the  sore  trial 

benefit  of  after  generations,  to  the  end  which   the    Christian    Church    hath    to 

that  the  people  who  are  created  anew  in  undergo  in  the  last  days. 
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foundation  of  the  earth,  and  the  heavens  are  the 
work  of  thy  hands  ; 

26  &  27.  They  shall  perish,  but  thou  shalt  endure; 
they  all  shall  wax  old  as  doth  a  garment,  and  as  a 
vesture  shalt  thou  change  them,  and  they  shall  be 
changed ;  but  thou  art  the  same,  and  thy  years  shall 
not  fail/ 

28.  The  children  of  thy  servants  shall  continue, 
and  their  seed  shall  stand  fast  in  thy  sight.* 


3t^t  110  pray. 

O  eternal  God,  who  endurest  for  ever,  and 
thy  remembrance  throughout  all  generations, 
have  pity  upon  us  according  to  thine  infinite 
loving-kindnesses  :  hear  the  voice  of  our 
groaning,  when  thine  indignation  and  thy 
wrath  lieth  hard  upon  us,  and  our  sins  have 
put  an  edge  on  thy  sword.  O  build  thou  up 
the  ruin  of  our  souls,  repair  the  breaches  of  our 
comforts,  and  of  our  spiritual  hopes,  and  let 
thy  glory  appear,  for  that  shines  brightest  in 
the  beams  of  thy  mercy.  Look  down,  O  Lord, 
from  thy  sanctuary  ;  hear  the  prayers  and 
mournings  of  us,  and  of  all  distressed  people. 
Send  us  health,  and  grant  us  life  so  long  as  it 
may  be  a  blessing,  and  do  not  shorten  our  days 


<''    Amid  the  charges  and  chances  of        "'   Shall  stand  fast  until  the  counsel  of 

this  mortal  life,  we  have  a  consolation  God  shall  he  finished,  and  eTcry  predic- 

in  the  eternity  and  immutability  of  God  tion  receive  its  full  accomplishment  in  the 

our  Saviour.     "  Heaven  and  earth  shall  glorification  of  the  redeemed, 
pass  away,  but  my  words  shall  not  pass 
awa}'." 


290  NINETEENTH  DAY. 


in  wrath,  but  give  us  grace  to  spend  all  our 
time  in  the  works  of  repentance  and  holiness, 
that  when  our  years  fail,  and  the  time  of  our 
departure  is  come,  we  may  be  translated  to  the 
new  heavens,  which  shall  never  perish  or  wax 
old,  there  to  continue  and  stand  fast  in  thy 
sight  for  ever,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


March.       1    ^intUttittt  MaU* 

July.  > 

November.  S         PSALM  CIIL 


UlimonitioiT. 

This  is  a  psalm  of  praise  and  thanksgiving 
to  God  for  his  mercies  to  repentant  sinners. 
In  this  evangelical  and  most  comfortable  hymn, 
David  excites  the  soul  to  praise,  by  calling  to 
mind  God's  benefits,  at  the  head  of  which  must 
for  ever  stand  remission  of  sins,  or  that  full  and 
free  pardon  purchased  for  us  by  Jesus  Christ, 
whereby,  if  we  truly  repent  and  believe  in  him, 
our  transgressions  are  done  away,  and  we  pass 
from  spiritual  death  unto  life — from  a  state  of 
guilt  into  one  of  justification.  How  beautifully 
is  the  extent  and  the  tenderness  of  God's  mercy 
illustrated  in  this  psalm  —  "  look  how  high  the 
heaven  is  in  comparison  of  the  earth" — "  as  a 
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father  pitieth  his  own  children."  Hath  any 
one  a  heart  to  feel,  and  shall  he  not  sing  praises 
unto  the  Lord  ?  St  John  saw  the  throne  of 
Messiah  prepared ;  he  beheld  the  universal 
choir  assembled,  and  heard,  when  "  all  the 
angels  round  about  the  throne,  ten  thousand 
times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands, 
with  every  creature  in  heaven,  earth,  and  sea, 
lifted  up  their  voices  and  sang  together,  Blessing 
and  honour,  and  glory  and  power,  be  unto  Him 
that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the 
Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever." 

1.  ^Praise  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  is 
within  me,  praise  his  holy  Name. 

2  &  3.  Praise  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget 
not  all  his  benefits  ;  who  forgiveth  all  thy  sin,  and 
healeth  all  thine  infirmities  ; 

4  &  5.  Who  saveth  thy  life  from  destruction, 
and  crowneth  thee  with  mercy  and  loving-kindness  ; 
who  satisfieth  thy  mouth  with  good  things,  making 
thee  young  and  lusty  as  an  eagle.^ 

6.  The  Lord  executeth  righteousness  and  judg- 
ment for  all  them  that  are  oppressed  with  wrong. 

7.  He  shewed  his  ways  unto  Moses,  his  works 
unto  the  children  of  Israel.^ 

8  &  9.  The  Lord  is  full  of  compassion  and  mercy ; 

<■>  The  Psalmist,  about  to  utter  a  song  t*'  In  the  Bible  version,  the  latter  part 

of  praise,  endeavours   to  stir  up  every  of  this  verse  is  thus  translated :  — "  So 

power  and  faculty  of  the  soul  to  glorify  that  thy  youth  is  renewed  like  the  eagles." 

its  Saviour,  that  the  understanding  may  ''>    See    Exodus,   xiii.    18,    19;     xiv. 

know  him,  the  will  choose  him,  the  affec-  6 — 8. 
tions  delight  in  him,  the  heart    helicve 
him,  and  the  tongue  confess  him. 


292  NINETEENTH  DAY. 


long-suffering,  and  of  great  goodness  :  he  will  not 
alway  be  chiding,  neither  keepeth  he  his  anger  for 
ever. 

10  &  11.  He  hath  not  dealt  with  us  after  our 
sins,  nor  rewarded  us  according  to  our  wickednesses: 
for  look  how  high  the  heaven  is  in  comparison  of 
the  earth,  so  great  is  his  mercy  also  toward  them 
that  fear  him. 

12  &  13.  Look  how  wide  also  the  east  is  from 
the  west ;  so  far  hath  he  set  our  sins  from  us  :  yea, 
like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  own  children,  even  so  is 
j         the  Lord  merciful  unto  them  that  fear  him. 

14.  For  he  knoweth  whereof  we  are  made:  he 
remembereth  that  we  are  but  dust. 

15  &  16.  The  days  of  man  are  but  as  grass,  for 
he  flourisheth  as  a  flower  of  the  field :  for  as  soon 
as  the  wind  goeth  over  it,  it  is  gone,  and  the  place 
thereof  shall  know  it  no  more. 

17  &  18.  But  the  merciful  goodness  of  the  Lord 
endureth  for  ever  and  ever  upon  them  that  fear  him, 
and  his  righteousness  upon  children's  children  :  even 
upon  such  as  keep  his  covenant,  and  think  upon  his 
commandments  to  do  them.* 

19.  The  Lord  hath  prepared  his  seat  in  heaven, 
and  his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all. 

20.  O  praise  the  Lord,  ye  angels  of  his,  ye  that 
excel  in  strength,  ye  that  fulfil  his  commandment, 
and  hearken  unto  the  voice  of  his  words. 

21.  O  praise  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  hosts;  ye 
servants  of  his  that  do  his  pleasure. 


^^J   Let  not  man  presume,  who  wither-  never  to  fade  again.     Man  must  pay,  by 

cth  like  the  green  herb  :  but  let  not  man  death,  the.  temporal  penalty  of  his  sins, 

despair,  whose  nature  the  Son   of  God  but  mercy  shall  raise  him  again  to  receive 

hath  taken  upon  liim.     The  flower  which  the  eternal  reward  purchased  by  his  Sa- 

fudeth  in  Adam,  blooms  anew  in  Christ,  viour's  righteousness. 
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22.  O  speak  good  of  the  Lord,  all  ye  works  of 
his,  in  all  places  of  his  dominion  :  praise  thou  the 
Lord,  O  my  soul. 


net  M»  ptflin 

O  gracious  Lord  God,  whose  mercy  is  as 
high  as  the  heavens  ;  as  gi^eat  and  as  multiplied 
as  the  moments  of  eternity  :  thou  hast  become 
exceeding  merciful  and  gracious  to  all  who 
fear  thee,  who  walk  in  thy  ways,  who  humble 
themselves  before  thee,  and  sue  to  thee  for 
pai'don  and  forgiveness  through  the  merits  of 
Christ  Jesus.  As  a  father  pitieth  his  own 
children,  so  art  thou  of  tender  mercy,  and  full 
of  compassion  to  all  repentant  sinners.  O  grant 
us  understanding  that  we  may  comprehend, 
with  all  saints,  what  is  the  length  and  breadth, 
and  depth  and  height  of  thy  great  goodness 
to  us  frail  and  erring  mortals  ;  and  endue  our 
souls  with  a  lively  faith,  productive  of  trust 
and  confidence  in  thee,  and  of  good  works 
done  in  obedience  to  thy  blessed  will ;  so  that 
we  may  pass  the  time  of  our  sojourning  here 
in  humble  hope  of  thy  mercy  hereafter  ;  and 
when  at  length  thou  art  pleased  to  call  us 
hence,  we  may  depart  in  joyful  anticipation  of 
a  resurrection  to  eternal  life,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


March.        i   ^^eitti^tlb  5®aB, 

July.  V 

November.  )        PSALM  CIV.* 


aiimonttion. 

This  hymn  celebrates  the  power  of  Jehovah, 
displayed  in  the  creation  of  the  world,  the 
destruction  of  the  earth  by  the  deluge,  and  the 
restoration  of  beauty  and  order  after  that  visita- 
tion :  and  it  also  describes  the  dependence  of 
all  nature,  animated  and  vegetable,  upon  God's 
providence,  for  sustenance  and  preservation. 
Transported  with  a  survey  of  the  wonders 
which  present  themselves  in  heaven  above, 
and  in  earth  below,  the  Psalmist  breaks  forth 
into  an  exclamation,  on  the  variety  and  magni- 
ficence, the  harmony  and  proportion  of  the 
works  of  God  in  this  outward,  and  visible,  and 
perishing  world — thus  preparing  the  mind  for 
contemplation  on  the  miracles  of  grace  and 
glory,  and  on  the  transcendent  excellency  of 
those  eternal  and  invisible  things  which  God 
hath  prepared,  in  another  and  a  better  world, 
for  them  that  love  him,  and  keep  his  command- 

*    Bishop    Horsley   remarks,   that   as  parts  alternately  sung  by  two  companies, 

there  is  no  allusion  in  this  psalm  to  the  which  are  easily  distinguished,  inasmuch 

Mosaic  ritual,  nor   any  mention   of  the  as  in  one  God  is  spoken  of  in  the  third 

deliverance  of  the  Israelites  from  Egypt,  person,  and  in  the  other  he  is  addressed 

it  should  seem  as  if  it  was  of  an  earlier  in  the  second, 
date    than    the    Exodus.     It    consists    of 
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ments.     Praise   thou   the   Lord,    O    my   soul, 
praise  the  Lord. 

1  &  2.  Praise  the  Lord,  O  my  soul :  O  Lord  my 
God,  thou  art  become  exceeding  glorious  ;  thou  art 
clothed  with  majesty  and  honour ;  thou  deckest 
thyself  with  light  as  it  were  with  a  garment,  and 
spreadest  out  the  heavens  like  a  curtain. 

3.  Who  layeth  the  beams  of  his  chambers  in  the 
waters,  and  maketh  the  clouds  his  chariot,  and 
walketh  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind. 

4.  He  maketh  his  angels  spirits,  and  his  ministers 
a  flaming  fire.^ 

5.  He  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  that  it 
never  should  move  at  any  time. 

6  &  7.  Thou  coveredst  it  with  the  deep  like  as  with 
a  garment :  the  waters  stand  in  the  hills  ;  at  thy 
rebuke  they  flee  ;  at  the  voice  of  thy  thunder  they 
are  afraid. 

8  &  9-  They  go  up  as  high  as  the  hills,  and  down 

to  the  valleys  beneath,  even  unto  the   place  which 

.    thou  hast  appointed  for  them :  thou  hast  set  them 

their  bounds  which   they  shall   not   pass,  neither 

turn  again  to  cover  the  earth. 

10  &  11.  He  sendeth  the  springs  into  the  valleys, 
which  rim  among  the  hills  :  all  beasts  of  the  field 
drink  thereof,  and  the  wild  asses  quench  their 
thirst.^ 

12.  Beside  them  shall  the  fowls  of  the  air  have 
their  habitation,  and  sing  among  the  branches. 

">    Intellectual  beings  of  the   highest         <*'    In    the    spiritual   system,    or   new 

order  in  the  realms  above,  are  as  ready  to  creation,   there    are    wells    of    salvation, 

fulfil   the    word  of  Jehovah,   as  are  the  living  waters,  waters  of  comfort,  of  which 

elements  of  the  lower  world.     Both  teach  all  nations  are  invited  to  eome  and  diink 

a  lesson  of  obedience  on  the  part  of  man.  freely. 
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13.  He  watereth  the  hills  from  above  ;  the  earth 
is  filled  with  the  fruit  of  thy  works. 

14  &  15.  He  bringeth  forth  grass  for  the  cattle, 
and  green  herb  for  the  service  of  men  ;  that  he  may- 
bring  food  out  of  the  earth,  and  wine  that  maketh 
glad  the  heart  of  man  ;  and  oil  to  make  him  a  cheer- 
ful countenance,  and  bread  to  strengthen  man's 
heart.^ 

16  &  17.  The  trees  of  the  Lord  also  are  full  of 
sap,  even  the  cedars  of  Libanus  which  he  hath 
planted ;  wherein  the  birds  make  their  nests  ;  and 
the  fir  trees  are  a  dwelling  for  the  stork.* 

18.  The  high  hills  are  a  refuge  for  the  wild  goats  ; 
and  so  are  the  stony  rocks  for  the  conies. 

19.  He  appointed  the  moon  for  certain  seasons  ; 
and  the  sun  knoweth  his  going  down. 

20  &  21.  ^Thou  makest  darkness  that  it  may  be 
night,  wherein  all  the  beasts  of  the  forest  do  move  : 
the  lions  roaring  after  their  prey,  do  seek  their 
meat  from  God. 

22.  The  sun  ariseth,  and  they  get  them  away 
together,  and  lay  them  down  in  their  dens.® 

23.  Man  goeth  forth  to  his  work,  and  to  his 
labour,  until  the  evening. 

24.  O  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works  :  in 
wisdom  hast  thou  made  them  all :  the  earth  is  full 


of  thy  riches 


<')  Let  us  not  forget  the  spiritual  bene-  <»>  When  a  nation   hath  filled  up  the 

dictions  corresponding  with  these  external  measure  of  its  iniquities,  the  sun  of  righ- 

ones.  tcousness  departeth,  and  a  horrible  night 

'*'  The  whole  earth  is  a  garden,  planted  succeeds, 

by  the  hand,  and  watered  by  the  care  of  <»>  When  the  light  of  truth  and  righ- 

Jchovah.     God  hath  also  another  garden,  teousness  shineth,  error  and  iniquity  flee 

in    which    there   are    other  trees   of  his  before  it. 
planting,  called  by  Isaiah  "  trees  of  righ- 
teousness." 
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25.  So  is  the  great  and  wide  sea  also ;  wherein 
are  things  creeping  innumerable,  both  small  and 
great  beasts. 

26.  There  go  the  ships,  and  there  is  that  Levia- 
than, whom  thou  hast  made  to  take  his  pastime 
therein. 

27  &  28.  These  wait  all  upon  thee,  that  thou 
mayest  give  them  meat  in  due  season :  when  thou 
givest  it  them,  they  gather  it ;  and  when  thou 
openest  thy  hand,  they  are  filled  with  good.^ 

29.  When  thou  hidest  thy  face,  they  are  troubled : 
when  thou  takest  away  their  breath,  they  die,  and 
are  turned  again  to  their  dust. 

30.  When  thou  lettest  thy  breath  go  forth,  they 
shall  be  made  ;  and  thou  shalt  renew  the  face  of  the 
earth.* 

31  &  32.  The  glorious  Majesty  of  the  Lord  shall 
endure  for  ever  :  the  Lord  shall  rejoice  in  his  works  : 
the  earth  shall  tremble  at  the  look  of  him  ;  if  he  do 
but  touch  the  hills,  they  shall  smoke. 

33  &  34.  I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord  as  long  as  I 
live  ;  I  will  praise  my  God  while  I  have  my  being  ; 
and  so  shall  my  words  please  him  ;  my  joy  shall  be 
in  the  Lord. 

35.  As  for  sinners,  they  shall  be  consumed  out  of 
the  earth,  and  the  ungodly  shall  come  to  an  end  : 
praise  thou  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  praise  the  Lord. 

<''  How  pleasing  is   it  to  consider  the     things,  expecting  his  bounties,  and  await- 
whole  family  of  air,  earth,  and  sea,  as     ing  his  mercies. 

waiting  upon  the  Father  and  Lord  of  all        '''  The  presence  of  God  is  the  life,  liis 

absence  is  the  death,  of  the  soul. 
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O  Lord  God,  who  art  exceeding  glorious, 
who  art  clothed  with  majesty  and  honour, 
thou  hast  created  all  things  with  infinite 
wisdom,  established  them  with  excellent  order, 
and  hast  provided  for  them  all  with  bounteous 
mercy.  Be  pleased  to  give  us  grace  that  we 
may  remember  thou  hast  created  us  all  for  thy 
glory  :  that  thou  hast  planted  thine  image  in 
us,  and  hast  crowned  all  our  years  with  thy 
mercies  and  loving-kindness.  Let  us  never 
disobey  thy  will,  forget  thy  mercies,  or  deface 
thine  image  ;  but  when  all  thy  creatures  praise 
thee  in  their  manner,  let  not  us,  whom  thou 
hast  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  disturb 
the  blessed  order  of  creation  by  our  sins  and 
irregular  appetites.  Open  thy  hand,  O  Lord, 
and  fill  us  with  good  things,  both  spiritual  and 
temporal ;  that  when  thou  takest  away  our 
breath,  and  we  die,  and  turn  again  to  our  dust, 
thou  mayest  not  hide  thy  face  from  us,  but 
communicate  to  us  the  light  of  thy  counte- 
nance, and  the  glories  of  thy  kingdom,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


March.        ^  ©toetttfi^jf  it0t  BaU* 

July.  V 

November.  )  PSALM  CV. 


Upon  bringing  the  ark  to  Mount  Sion, 
David  teachetli  Israel  to  bless  and  praise  God, 
for  having  remembered  his  covenant,  made 
with  an  oath  to  their  forefathers,  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob,  that  he  would,  in  due  time, 
settle  his  people  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  Now, 
it  is  very  remarkable,  that  in  the  hymn  uttered 
by  Zacharias,  the  father  of  John  the  Baptist,  on 
the  subject  of  our  redemption  by  Christ,  thanks 
are  given  to  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  because 
he  had  visited  and  redeemed  his  people,  remem- 
bering his  holy  covenant,  and  performing  the 
oath  which  he  sware  to  our  forefather  Abraham. 
And  what  was  that  oath  ?  It  was,  "  that  we, 
being  delivered  out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies, 
might  serve  him  without  fear,  in  holiness  and 
righteousness  before  him  all  the  days  of  our  life." 
Zacharias,  under  the  immediate  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  transfers  the  language  of  the 
old  dispensation  to  the  subject  of  the  new  one  : 
he  celebrates  the  redemption  of  the  world  by 
Christ  from  sin  and  death,  in  words  which 
literally  describe  the  redemption  of  Israel  from 
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Egypt,  by  Moses,  to  teach  us  that  we  should 
regard  one  as  a  prophetic  pledge  and  figure  of" 
the  other  :  that  there  is  another  bondage,  under 
which  the  people  of  God  are  held  —  another 
Moses,  who  is  to  deliver  them  —  another  land 
of  promise  and  of  rest,  wherein  they  are  to  be 
settled.  And  let  all  Christian  people,  who  are 
in  effect  the  children  of  faithful  Abraham, 
remember,  that  as  Moses  directed  Israel  to 
observe  God's  statutes,  and  to  keep  his  laws, 
so  was  the  Church  redeemed  by  Christ,  that 
God  might  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar 
people,  zealous  of  good  works. 


1.  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and  call  upon 
his  Name ;  tell  the  people  what  things  he  hath 
done. 

2.  O  let  your  songs  be  of  him,  and  praise  him ; 
and  let  your  talking  he  of  all  his  wondrous  works. 

3.  Rejoice  in  his  holy  Name ;  let  the  heart  of 
them  rejoice  that  seek  the  Lord. 

4.  Seek  the  Lord,  and  his  strength  ;  seek  his  face 
evermore. 

5  &  6.  Remember  the  marvellous  works  that  he 
hath  done,  his  wonders,  and  the  judgments  of  his 
mouth,  O  ye  seed  of  Abraham  his  servant,  ye  chil- 
dren of  Jacob  his  chosen. 

7.  He  is  the  Lord  our  God  ;  his  judgments  are  in 
all  the  world. 

8  &  9.  He  hath  been  alway  mindful  of  his  cove- 
nant and  promise,  that  he  made  to  a  thousand 
generations ;  even  the  covenant  that  he  made  with 
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Abraham,  and  the  oath  tliat  he  sware  unto 
Isaac  ;* 

10  &  11.  And  appointed  the  same  unto  Jacob 
for  a  law,  and  to  Israel  for  an  everlasting  testa- 
ment ;  saying,  Unto  thee  will  I  give  the  land  of 
Canaan,  the  lot  of  your  inheritance  ; 

12  &  13.  When  there  were  yet  but  a  few  of 
them,  and  they  strangers  in  the  land ;  what  time 
as  they  went  from  one  nation  to  another,  from  one 
kingdom  to  another  people  ; 

14  &  15.  He  suffered  no  man  to  do  them  wrong; 
yea,  he  reproved  kings  for  their  sakes  ;  saying,  Touch 
not  mine  Anointed,  and  do  my  jarophets  no  harm. 

16.  Moreover,  he  called  for  a  dearth  ujjon  the 
land,  and  destroyed  all  the  provision  of  bread.^ 

17,  18,  &  19.  But  he  had  sent  a  man  before 
them,  even  Joseph,  who  was  sold  to  be  a  bond- 
servant ;  whose  feet  they  hurt  in  the  stocks  ;  the 
iron  entered  into  his  soul ;  until  the  time  came  that 
his  cause  was  known ;  the  word  of  the  Lord  tried 
him. 

20,  21,  &  22.  The  king  sent,  and  delivered  him ; 
the  prince  of  the  people  let  him  go  free :  he  made 
him  lord  also  of  his  house,  and  ruler  of  all  his  sub- 
stance, that  he  might  inform  his  princes  after  his 
will,  and  teach  his  senators  wisdom. 

23.  Israel  also  came  into  EgyjDt,  and  Jacob  was 
a  stranger  in  the  land  of  Ham. 


<■'  If,  by  the  settlement  of   Israel  in  heaven's  judgments   is    that   foretold   by 

Canaan,  God's  judgments  were  apparent ;  Amos,  viii.  1 1, — "  Behold  the  days  come, 

have   they  not  been   equally  so  by  the  saith  the  Lord  God,  that  I  will  send  a 

overthrow  of  idolatrous  nations,  and  the  famine  in  the  land  ;  not  a  famine  of  bread, 

establishment  of  the  Christian  Church  ?  nor  a  thirst  of  water  ;  but  of  hearing  the 

"'  The  Word  of  God  is  the  food  and  word  of  the  Lord." 
support   of  the   soul,  and  the   sorest  of 
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24  &  25.  And  he  increased  his  people  exceed- 
ingly, and  made  them  stronger  than  their  enemies  ; 
whose  heart  turned  so,  that  they  hated  his  people, 
and  dealt  unruly  with  his  servants. 

26  &  27-  Then  sent  he  Moses  his  servant,  and 
Aaron  whom  he  had  chosen  :  and  these  shewed  his 
tokens  among  them,  and  wonders  in  the  land  of 
Ham. 

28,  29,  &  30.  He  sent  darkness,  and  it  was 
dark  ;  and  they  were  not  obedient  unto  his  word  : 
he  turned  their  waters  into  blood,  and  slew  their 
fish  :  their  land  brought  forth  frogs  ;  yea,  even  in 
their  kings'  chambers. 

31,  32,  &  33.  He  spake  the  word,  and  there 
came  all  manner  of  flies  and  lice,  in  all  their  quar- 
ters :  he  gave  them  hailstones  for  rain  ;  and  flames 
of  fire  in  their  land  :  he  smote  their  vines  also,  and 
fig  trees  ;  and  destroyed  the  trees  that  were  in  their 
coasts. 

34.  He  spake  the  word,  and  the  grasshoppers 
came,  and  caterj^illars  innumerable  ;  and  did  eat  up 
all  the  gTass  in  their  land ;  and  devoured  the  fruit 
of  their  ground. 

35.  He  smote  all  the  first-born  in  their  land,  even 
the  chief  of  all  their  strength. 

36  &  37.  ^He  brought  them  forth  also  with 
silver  and  gold ;  there  was  not  one  feeble  person 
among  their  tribes  ;  Egypt  was  glad  at  their  de- 
parting, for  they  were  afraid  of  them. 

38,  39,  &  40.    ''He  spread  out  a  cloud  to  be  a 


<*'  The  Psalmist,  having  recounted  God's  <*'  In  otir  passage  through  this  wilder- 
judgments  upon  the  Egyptians,  now  pro-  ness  of  life,  be  thou,  blessed  Lord,  our 
ceeds  to  recount  his  mercies  towards  the  guide  and  our  guard :  protect  us  by  thy 
Israelites.  providence,  support  us  by  thy  word,  and 
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covering,  and  fire  to  give  light  in  the  night  season ; 
at  their  desire  he  brought  quails,  and  he  filled  them 
with  the  bread  of  heaven.  He  opened  the  rock  of 
stone,  and  the  waters  flowed  out,  so  that  rivers  ran 
in  the  dry  places. 

41.  For  why?  he  remembered  his  holy  promise, 
and  Abraham  his  servant. 

42  &  43.  And  he  brought  forth  his  people  with 
joy,  and  his  chosen  with  gladness  ;  and  gave  them 
the  lands  of  the  heathen  ;  and  they  took  the  labours 
of  the  people  in  possession  ; 

44.  ^That  they  might  keep  his  statutes,  and 
observe  his  laws. 


aet  tn8  prat), 

O  Lord  God,  who  art  always  mindful  of  thy 
covenant  and  promise  to  a  thousand  genera- 
tions, and  didst  deliver  the  seed  of  Abraham, 
the  children  of  Jacob,  thy  chosen,  from  the 
slavery  of  Egypt :  continue,  we  beseech  thee, 
thy  mercies  to  all  Christian  people — deliver 
us  from  the  bondage  of  our  sins — preserve  us 
in  the  ark  of  thy  Church,  that  we  perish  not — 
save  us  from  the  dominion  of  Satan,  and  all 
our  fleshly  lusts,  that  we  may  keep  thy  statutes, 
and  observe  thy  laws.     Give  us  a  true  sense 

refresh  us  by  thy  Spirit :  lead  us  even  God    hath   given    them   riches,  and  the 

where,  and  in  what  manner,  thou   wilt,  leisure  which  riches  procure,  not  for  the 

hut   forsake   us   not,    we    most    hnmbly  purpose  of  indulging  and  corrupting  them- 

beseech  thee.  selves   and    others,    but   that   they   may 

"'    Let    those    who   are    blessed    with  glorify  him,  benefit  their  neighbours,  and 

aifluence  bear  constantly  in  mind,   that  save  their  o^m  souls. 
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of  the  inestimable  value  of  our  souls,  that  we 
may  make  it  the  chief  care  and  concern  of  our 
lives  to  work  out  our  salvation  with  diligence 
and  sincerity,  and  to  secure  an  interest  in  thy 
favour,  which  is  better  than  life  itself,  that  so 
we  may  at  last  receive  the  promise  of  a  blessed 
eternity,  which  thou  hast  assured,  through  thy 
well-beloved  Son,  unto  all  that  believe  in  thee, 
and  are  obedient  to  thy  words.  Grant  this,  O 
heavenly  Father, "  we  most  humbly  beseech 
thee,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


March.     ^E^onent^'^econti  Wau. 

July.  > 

November.)  PSALM  CVl. 


^trmontttoit. 

The  history  of  Israel  is  almost  One  continued 
account  of  mercies  on  God's  part,  and  rebellion 
on  theirs.  Their  faith  was  exactly  the  same 
as  is  represented  by  the  seed  sown  on  stony 
ground,  and  widely  different  from  that  which 
springs  up  in  a  broken  and  penitent  heart. 
They  were  gratified  by  their  unexpected  deli- 
verance, and  the  destruction  of  their  enemies, 
and,  for  a  short  time,  evinced  a  sense  of  obliga- 
tion ;  but  there  was  no  humiliation  for  sin,  no 
abiding  apprehensions  of  the  glorious  perfec- 
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tions  of  Jehovah,  no  steady  habitual  relialice 
on  his  power,  wisdom,  truth,  and  love,  no  sub- 
mission to  his  will,  or  preparation  for  self- 
denying  obedience  ;  and  therefore,  in  time  of 
temptation,  they  fell  away,  having  no  root  in 
themselves.  These  things,  my  brethren,  are 
written  for  our  admonition.  O  let  us  turn 
unto  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart  and 
soul,  and  pray  that  we  may  serve  him  with 
holy  fear  and  love,  walking  before  him  in  holi- 
ness and  righteousness  all  the  days  of  our  life. 

1.  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is 
gracious,  and  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

2.  ^Who  can  express  the  noble  acts  of  the  Lord, 
or  shew  forth  all  his  praise. 

3.  Blessed  are  they  that  alway  keep  judgment, 
and  do  righteousness.^ 

4  &  5.  ^Remember  me,  O  Lord,  according  to  the 
favour  that  thou  bearest  unto  thy  people  :  O  visit 
me  with  thy  salvation,  that  I  may  see  the  felicity 
of  thy  chosen,  and  rejoice  in  the  gladness  of  thy 
jDeople,  and  give  thanks  with  thine  inheritance. 

6.  We  have  sinned  with  our  fathers ;  we  have 
done  amiss,  and  dealt  wickedly. 

7  &  8.  Our  fathers  regarded  not  thy  wonders  in 
Egypt,  neither  kept  they  thy  great  goodness  in 
remembrance,  but  were  disobedient  at  the  sea,  even 
at  the  Red  Sea  :  nevertheless,  he  helped  them  for 


o 


'"'   The  interrogation  put  in  this  verse  '"   The  Psalmist  here  oilers  a  prayer, 

is  answered  in  the  next.  which,    in    substance,    forms    the    most 

"'  They  are  best  qualified  to  praise  God  spiritual  petition  that  a  devout  Christinii 

ill  the  voice  who  glorify  him  in  their  lives,  can  prefer  to  the  throne  of  grace. 
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his  Name's  sake,  that  he  might  make  his  power  to 
be  known. 

9  &  10.  He  rebuked  the  Red  Sea  also,  and  it 
was  dried  up :  so  he  led  them  through  the  deep  as 
through  a  wilderness  ;  and  he  saved  them  from  the 
adversary's  hand,  and  delivered  them  from  the  hand 
of  the  enemy. 

11  &  12.  As  for  those  that  troubled  them,  the 
waters  overwhelmed  them,  there  was  not  one  of 
them  left ;  then  believed  they  his  words,  and  sang 
praise  unto  him. 

13,  14,  &  15.  But  within  a  while  they  forgat 
his  works,  and  would  not  abide  his  counsel ;  but 
lust  came  upon  them  in  the  wilderness,  and  they 
tempted  God  in  the  desert ;  and  he  gave  them  their 
desire,  and  sent  leanness  withal  into  their  soul. 

16,  17,  &  18.  They  angered  Moses  also  in  the 
tents,  and  Aaron,  the  saint  of  the  Lord ;  so  the 
earth  opened  and  swallowed  up  Dathan,  and  covered 
the  congregation  of  Abiram  ;  and  the  fire  was 
kindled  in  their  company,  the  flame  burnt  up  the 
ungodly. 

1 9  &  20.  They  made  a  calf  in  Horeb,  and  wor- 
shipped the  molten  image ;  thus  they  turned  their 
glory  into  the  similitude  of  a  calf  that  eateth  hay. 

21  &  22.  And  they  forgat  God  their  Saviour, 
who  had  done  so  gTeat  things  in  Egypt :  wondrous 
works  in  the  land  of  Ham,  and  fearful  things  by  the 
Red  Sea. 

23.  So  he  said,  he  would  have  destroyed  them, 
had  not  Moses,  his  chosen,  stood  before  him  in  the 
gap  to  turn  away  his  wrathful  indignation,  lest  he 
should  destroy  them. 

24  &  25.      Yea,    they   thought    scorn    of    that 
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pleasant  land,  and  gave  no  credence  unto  his  word, 
but  murmured  in  their  tents,  and  hearkened  not 
unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord.^ 

26  &  27.  Then  lift  he  up  his  hand  against  them 
to  overthrow  them  in  the  wilderness  ;  to  cast  out 
their  seed  among  the  nations,  and  to  scatter  them 
in  the  lands. 

28  &  29.  They  joined  themselves  unto  Baal-peor, 
and  ate  the  offerings  of  the  dead :  ^  thus  they  pro- 
voked him  to  anger  with  their  own  inventions,  and 
the  plague  was  gi-eat  among  them. 

30  &  31.  "Then  stood  up  Phinehas  and  executed 
judgment,  and  so  the  plague  was  stayed;  and  that 
was  counted  unto  him  for  righteousness  among  all 
posterities  for  evermore. 

32  &  33.  ^They  angered  him  also  at  the  waters 
of  strife,  so  that  he  punished  Moses  for  their  sakes  ; 
because  they  provoked  his  spirit,  so  that  he  spake ^ 
unadvisedly  with  his  lips. 

34  &  35.  Neither  destroyed  they  the  heathen,  as 
the  Lord  commanded  them  ;  but  were  mingled 
among  the  heathen,  and  learned  their  works. 

36,  37,  &  38.  Insomuch  that  they  worshipped 
their  idols,  which  were  a  snare  unto  them  ;  yea, 
they  offered  their  sons  and  their  daughters  unto 
devils  f  and  shed  innocent  blood,  even  the  blood  of 
their  sons  and  of  their  daughters,  whom  they  oflFered 
unto  the  idols  of  Canaan  ;  and  the  land  was  defiled 


'*'   See  Numbers,  xiii.  xiy.  ">   lie  spake,  refers  to  Moses. 

c»)   By  "  the  offerings  of  the  dead,"  are  "'   The  word  devils  here  refers  to  the 

meant  the  sacrifices  offered  unto  lifeless  idols  of  Canaan,  idolatry  being  a  work  of 

idols.     Baal-peor  was  the  false  god  of  the  the  devil.     Children  brought  up  without 

Moabites.  religion,  and  in   habits    of  vice,   may  bo 

'">  See  Numbers,  xxv.  7  to  9.  said  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  great  enemy  of 

"'   See  Numbers,  XX.  2  to  13.  souls. 
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with  blood  :  thus  were  they  stained  with  their  own 
works,  and  went  a-whoring  with  their  own  inven- 
tions. 

39,  40,  &  41.  '"Therefore  was  the  wrath  of  the 
Lord  kindled  against  his  people,  insomuch  that  he 
abhorred  his  own  inheritance ;  and  he  gave  them 
over  into  the  hand  of  the  heathen,  and  they  that 
hated  them  were  lords  over  them ;  their  enemies 
oppressed  them,  and  had  them  in  subjection. 

42.  Many  a  time  did  he  deliver  them,  but  they 
rebelled  against  him  with  their  own  inventions, 
and  were  brought  down  in  their  wickedness. 

43  &  44.  Nevertheless,  when  he  saw  their 
adversity,  he  heard  their  complaint :  he  thought  ujjon 
his  covenant,  and  pitied  them,  according  to  the 
multitude  of  his  mercies ;  yea,  he  made  all  those 
that  led  them  away  captive  to  pity  them. 

45.  Deliver  us,  O  Lord  our  God,  and  gather  us 
from  among  the  heathen,  that  we  may  give  thanks 
unto  thy  holy  Name,  and  make  our  boast  of  thy 
praise. 

46.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  from  ever- 
lasting, and  world  without  end ;  and  let  all  the 
people  say.  Amen. 

"Praise  ye  the  Lord. 


act  U0  pvatn 

O  Lord  our  God,  whose  mercy  is  everlasting, 
and  whose  power  infinite,  remember   us,    we 

(10)  For  their  last  and  grand  rebellion  for  nearly  ciglitecn  hundred  years;    but  :| 

against  the  Son  of  God,  their  Messiah,  their  eyes  are  not  yet  opened — their  hearts  ,( 

wliom  they  inu;dered,  the  sore  burden  of  have  not  3'et  relented.  ' 

Heaven's  displeasure  hath  rested  on  them  *'*' All  voices.  j 
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most  humbly  beseech  thee,  with  the  favour 
which  thou  hast  always  shewn  to  thy  people, 
in  whom  thou  hast  delighted  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world,  and  on  whom  it  is  thy  good 
pleasure  to  confer  a  glorious  kingdom.  O  visit 
us  with  thy  salvation,  with  which  so  many 
patriarchs,  prophets,  and  kings  have  desired  to 
be  visited — the  salvation  of  thy  Christ,  the 
justifier  of  all  them  that  believe,  and  the 
rewarder  of  his  saints  ;  that  we  may  see  the 
good  of  thy  chosen,  their  felicity  in  beholding 
thy  countenance,  and  living  for  ever  in  thy 
presence  ;  that  we  may  rejoice  in  the  gladness 
of  thy  nation,  the  unspeakable  gladness  of  those 
who  enter  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord  ;  and 
glory  with  thine  inheritance,  singing  halle- 
luiahs before  thy  throne  for  ever  and  ever. 
Grant  this,  O  heavenly  Father,  for  thy  dear 
Son's  sake,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen, 


March.      ^  ctDcntB^Sfiirir  ?3ap. 

July.  > 

November.)  PSALM  CVII. 


^timonitton* 

This  psalm  consists  of  five  principal  parts  ; 
eternal  mercy  is  the  theme  of  it.  The  spiritual 
blessings  of  redemption  are  represented  under 
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beautiful  and  expressive  images,  which  images 
are  themselv^es  special  acts  of  God's  provi- 
dential care  and  love  shewn  towards  the  bodies 
of  the  sons  of  Adam  in  the  world,  correspond- 
ing with  as  many  works  of  grace,  wrought  on 
the  souls  of  believers  in  Christ.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  psalm,  the  prophet  sets  forth  the 
power,  the  justice,  and  the  goodness  of  God, — 
his  power,  in  being  able  to  change  the  very 
nature  of  things — his  justice  and  his  goodness 
in  so  doing,  either  to  punish  the  rebellious,  or 
to  reward  the  obedient.  Let  not  those  who 
have  received  the  largest  share  of  Heaven's 
favours  therefore  boast  and  presume.  The  con- 
tinuance of  those  favours  dependeth  upon  the 
continuance  of  their  fidelity  and  obedience. 
A  truly  wise  person  will  treasure  up  in  his 
heart  the  contents  of  this  most  instructive  and 
delightful  psalm,  in  order  that  he  may  fully 
understand  the  loving-kindness  of  the  Lord. 


PART  FIRST. 

1.  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is 
gracious,  and  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

2.  Let  them  give  thanks,  whom  the  Lord  hath 
redeemed,  and  delivered  from  the  hand  of  the 
enemy,' 

3.  And  gathered  them  out  of  the  lands ;  from  the 

"'  The  iiiumbers  of  the  Christian  Church  .ire  now.  in  the  most  proper  sense,  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord. 
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east,  and  from  the  west ;  from  the  nortli,  and  from 
the  south. 

4  &  5.  They  went  astray  in  the  wilderness,  out 
of  the  way,  and  found  no  city  to  dwell  in  :  hungry 
and  thirsty,  their  soul  fainted  in  them.^ 

6.  So  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble, 
and  he  delivered  them  from  their  distress. 

7.  He  led  them  forth  by  the  right  way,  that  they 
might  go  to  a  city  of  habitation. 

8  &  9.  O  that  men^  would,  therefore,  praise  the 
Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  declare  the  wonders  that 
he  doeth  for  the  children  of  men ;  for  he  satisfieth 
the  empty  soul,  and  filleth  the  hungry  soul  with 
goodness. 


PART  SECOND. 

10,  11,  &  12.  Such  as  sit  in  darkness,  and  in  the 
shadow  of  death,  being  fast  bound  in  misery  and 
iron,  because  they  rebelled  against  the  words  of  the 
Lord,  and  lightly  regarded  the  counsels  of  the  Most 
Highest :  he  also  brought  down  their  heart  through 
heaviness ;  they  fell  down,  and  there  was  none  to 
help  them.^ 

13.  So  when  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
trouble,  he  delivered  them  out  of  their  distress. 

14.  For  he  brought  them  out  of  darkness,  and 
out  of  the  shadow  of  death,  and  brake  their  bonds 
in  sunder. 

<"'   How  aptly  doth  this  represent  tlie         <"   The  grand  and  universal  captivitj', 

case  of  the  Christian  pilgrim,  whose  onlj'  is  that  of  sin  and  death  ^  the  grand  and 

support  and  guide  is  Divine  grace.  universal  deliverance,   is    that    hy    Jesus 

t*'   0    that   men,  or,  in  other  words,  Christ. 
0  that  the  sons  of  Adam. 
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15  &  16.  O  that  men  would,  therefore,  praise  the 
Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  declare  the  wonders  that 
he  doeth  for  the  children  of  men  ;  for  he  hath  broken 
the  gates  of  brass,  and  smitten  the  bars  of  iron  in 
sunder. 


PART  THIRD. 

17  &  18.  Fools,  because  of  their  transgTession, 
and  because  of  their  iniquities,  are  afflicted  :  their 
soul  abhor reth  all  manner  of  meat,  and  they  draw 
nigh  unto  the  gates  of  death.^ 

19-  So  when  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
trouble,  he  delivered  them  out  of  their  distress. 

20.  He  sent  his  word,  and  healed  them,  and  they 
were  saved  from  their  destruction. 

21  &  22.  O  that  men  would,  therefore,  praise 
the  Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  declare  the  wonders 
that  he  doeth  for  the  children  of  men :  that  they 
would  offer  unto  him  the  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving, 
and  tell  out  his  works  with  gladness. 


PART  FOURTH. 

23  &  24.  They  that  go  down  to  the  sea  In  ships, 
and  occupy  their  business  in  great  waters ;  these 
men  see  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  his  wonders  in 
the  deep.'' 

25,  26,  &  27.  For,  at  his  word,  the  stormy  wind 

'^*   The  lecoTeiy  of  men  from  sickness,  and  tlie  goodness  of  God  displayed  in  our 

aftbrds  a  third  imago  of  the  blessings  of  salvation,  are    portrayed  by    that  signal 

redemption.  instance  of  divine  power  and  providence, 

i*'   The  dangers  nf  otir  present  state,  the  preservation  of  mariners  in  a  storm. 
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ariseth,  which  Hfteth  up  the  waves  thereof:  they 
are  carried  up  to  the  heaven,  and  down  again  to  the 
deep  :  their  soul  melteth  away  because  of  the  trouble  : 
they  reel  to  and  fro,  and  stagger  like  a  drunken  man, 
and  are  at  their  wit's  end. 

28.  So  when  they  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
trouble,  he  delivereth  them  out  of  their  distress. 

29  &  30.  For  he  niaketh  the  storm  to  cease,  so 
that  the  waves  thereof  are  still ;  then  are  they  glad 
because  they  are  at  rest ;  and  so  he  bringeth  them 
unto  the  haven,  where  they  would  be. 

31  &  32.  O  that  men  would,  therefore,  praise  the 
Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  declare  the  wonders  that 
he  doeth  for  the  children  of  men  :  that  they  would 
exalt  him  also  in  the  congregation  of  the  people,  and 
praise  him  in  the  seat  of  the  elders. 


PART  FIFTH. 

33,  34,  &  35.  Who  turneth  the  floods  into  a 
wilderness,  and  drieth  up  the  water-springs  :  a 
fruitful  land  maketh  he  barren,  for  the  wickedness 
of  them  that  dwell  therein  :  again,  he  maketh  the 
wilderness  a  standing  water,  and  water-springs  of 
a  dry  ground.^ 

36  &  37-  And  there  he  setteth  the  hungry,  that 
they  may  build  them  a  city  to  dwell  in  ;  that  they 
may  sow  their  land,  and  plant  vineyards,  to  yield 
them  fruits  of  increase. 

38.  He    blesseth    them,    so    that    they   multiply 

t'5    Doth  not  the  plain  of  Jordan,  and     Gentile  nations,  and  the  establishment  of 
the  once  fruitful    Palestine,  attest  these     the  Christian  Church,  attest  them  also  ? 
truths  ?  and  doth  nnt  the  conversion  of  the 
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exceedingly,    and    suffereth     not    their    cattle    to 
decrease. 

39,  40,  &  41 .  And  again,  when  they  are  minished, 
and  brought  low  through  ojDpression,  through  any 
plague  or  trouble  ;  though  he  suffer  them  to  be  evil 
entreated  through  tyrants,  and  let  them  wander 
out  of  the  way  in  the  wilderness ;  yet  helpeth  he 
the  poor  out  of  misery,  and  maketh  him  households 
like  a  flock  of  sheep.** 

42.  The  righteous  will  consider  this  and  rejoice, 
and  the  mouth  of  all  wickedness  shall  be  stopped. 

43.  Whoso  is  wise,  will  ponder  these  things,  and 
they  shall  understand  the  loving-kindness  of  the 
Lord. 


itct  116  praij. 

O  Lord  God,  gracious  and  good,  whose 
mercy  endureth  for  ever,  have  mercy  upon  us, 
when  in  our  trouble  we  call  upon  thee ;  for 
when  our  hearts  are  brought  low  through 
heaviness,  there  is  none  to  help  us,  or  to 
deliver  us  out  of  our  distress,  but  only  thou, 
O  Lord.  We  have  sinned — we  have  rebelled 
against  thee,  and  lightly  regarded  thy  counsels 
— we  have  walked  and  sat  in  darkness,  and  in 
the  shadow  of  death,  being  fast  bound  in  the 
captivity  and  misery  of  sin.     O  bring  us  out  of 


W  What  revolutions  have  happened,  belief,  and  the  Gentile  Church  stanileth 
and  prohahly  are  still  to  happen,  in  the  only  by  faith,  from  which,  if  she  depart, 
Church  !     Jerasalem  is  fallen  throngh  iin-     vengeance  will  be  executed  on  her  likewise- 
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darkness,  and  break  our  bonds  in  sunder ; 
guide  us  through  the  desert  of  this  world  ; 
still  the  tempests  when  they  arise,  and  smooth 
the  floods  of  adversity  when  they  are  ready  to 
overwhelm  us  ;  and,  in  thy  due  time,  bring  us 
to  thy  eternal  rest,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen. 


March.      ~j  ®toentB=.ifourt!)  Pap. 

July.  > 

November.  ♦  PSALM  CIX. 


The  108th  Psalm  is  omitted,  because  its  contents  are  found  in  the 
57th  and  60th  Psalms. 


The  Psalmist,  in  the  person  of  the  Messiah, 
prophesies  the  sore  judgments  that  should  fall 
upon  the  rebellious  house  of  Israel,  for  their 
rejection  and  persecution  of  him.  None  of 
the  words  used  in  this  psalm  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  imprecations — the  whole  composi- 
tion is  strictly  prophetic.  It  describes,  in  a 
very  lively  manner,  the  condition  of  the  Jewish 
posterity  ever  since  their  ancestors  fell  under 
the  signal  vengeance  inflicted  on  them  at  the 
siege  of  Jerusalem  : — First,  their  desolations 
in  their  own  country ;  Secondly,  their  con- 
tinual wanderings  from  place  to  place,  scattered 
over  the  face  of  the  earth  ;  and,  Thirdly,  their 
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remarkable  covetousness,  keeping  them  always 
poor  and  beggarly,  be  they  never  so  rich,  and 
continually  labouring  and  toiling  for  gain,  as 
the  poorest  are  wont  to  do. 

In  the  case  of  Judas,  and  of  the  unbelieving 
Jews,  the  enemies  of  Christ,  and  of  those  that 
are  Christ's,  may  read  their  own  doom  if  they 
continue  impenitent.  No  language  can  express 
the  miseries  that  are  coming  upon  them,  where 
there  will  be  no  remedy,  no  help,  no  remission, 
no  mediator  to  stand  between  them  and  the 
great  Accuser — where  their  worm  dieth  not, 
and  where  the  fire  is  never  quenched.  Let 
sinners  then  take  warning,  and  flee  for  refuge 
to  the  great  Redeemer.  Let  blasphemers  cease 
their  cursing — let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way, 
and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let 
him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have 
mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will 
abundantly  pardon. 

1,  2,  &  3.  Hold  not  thy  peace,  O  God  of  my 
praise  ;  for  the  mouth  of  the  wicked,  and  the  mouth 
of  the  deceitful,  are  opened  against  me ;  they  have 
spoken  against  me  with  a  lying  tongue ;  they  com- 
passed me  about  also  with  words  of  hatred,  and 
fought  against  me  without  a  cause.^ 

4  &  5.  For  my  love,  they  are  my  adversaries, 
but  I  give  myself  unto  prayer ;  and  they  have 
rewarded  me  evil  for  good,  and  hatred  for  my 
love. 

"'    The  Hily  Jfsus  cnmo  unto  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not. 
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6  &  7.  Set  thou  a  wicked  man  over  him  ;  and 
let  Satan  stand  at  his  right  hand.  When  he  shall  be 
judged,  let  him  be  condemned ;  and  let  his  prayer 
become  sin.' 

8.  Let  his  days  be  few,  and  let  anothet  take  his 
office.^ 

9  &  10.  Let  his  children  be  fatherless,  and  his 
wife  a  widow  :  let  his  children  be  continually  vaga- 
bonds, and  beg  ;  let  them  seek  their  bread  also  out 
of  their  desolate  places. 

11  &  12.  Let  the  extortioner  catch  all  that  he 
hath,  and  let  the  strangers  spoil  his  labour  :  let  there 
be  none  to  extend  mercy  vinto  him  ;  neither  let  there 
be  any  to  favour  his  fatherless  children.* 

13  &  14.  Let  his  posterity  be  cut  off;  and  in 
the  generation  following,  let  their  name  be  blotted 
out :  let  the  iniquity  of  his  fathers  be  remembered 
with  the  Lord  ;  and  let  not  the  sin  of  his  mother  be 
blotted  out.^ 

15  &  16.  Let  them  be  before  the  Lord  conti- 
nually, that  he  may  cut  oft'  the  memory  of  them 
from  the  earth,  because  that  he  remembered  not  to 
shew  mercy,  but  persecuted  the  poor  and  needy  man, 
that  he  might  even  slay  the  broken  in  heart. 

17  &  18.  As  he  loved  cursing,  so  let  it  come 
unto  him  ;  as  he  delighted  not  in  blessing,  so  let  it 
be  far  from  him  ;  as  he  clothed  himself  with  cursing, 


("'  The  Jewish  worship  may  be  consi-  how    often   hath    this   race   been   seized, 

dered  as  sin,  because  it  contains  a  denial  pillaged,  stripped,  and  impoverished  ;  naj', 

of  our  Lord.  often    cruelly    tortured,    by  princes    and 

"'  StPeter(Acts,i.20.)citesthispassage  people,  in  all  the  nations  of  the  known 

in  the  case  of  Judas  ;  and  it  is  moreover  world. 

applicable  as  a  part  of  the  prophecy  to  the  "'     Compare    these     predictions    witli 

whole  nation  of  the  Jews.  those  contained  in   the  20th   chapter   of 

'"   Since  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  Deuteronomy. 
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like  as  with  his  garment,  so  let  it  come  into  his  bowels 
like  water,  and  like  oil  into  his  bones. 

19  &  20.  Let  it  be  unto  him  as  the  garment 
which  covereth  him,  and  for  a  girdle,  wherewith  he 
is  girded  continually  ;  let  this  be  the  reward  of  mine 
adversaries  from  the  Lord,  and  of  them  that  speak 
evil  against  my  soul. 

21,  22,  &  23.  But  do  thou  for  me,  O  God  the 
Lord,  for  thy  Name's  sake  ;  because  thy  mercy  is 
good,  deliver  thou  me ;  for  I  am  j^oor  and  needy, 
and  my  heart  is  wounded  within  me  :  I  am  gone, 
like  the  shadow  when  it  declineth  ;  I  am  tossed  up 
and  down  as  the  locust." 

24  &  25.  My  knees  are  weak  through  fasting, 
and  my  flesh  faileth  of  fatness  :  I  became  also  a  re- 
proach unto  them  ;  when  they  looked  upon  me  they 
shaked  their  heads. 

26  &  27.  Help  me,  O  Lord  my  God  :  O  save 
me  according  to  thy  mercy ;  that  they  may  know 
that  this  is  thy  hand  ;  that  thou.  Lord,  hast  done  it.'^ 

28  &  29.  Let  them  curse,  but  bless  thou  ;  when 
they  arise,  let  them  be  ashamed,  but  let  thy  servant 
rejoice ;  let  mine  adversaries  be  clothed  with  shame, 
and  let  them  cover  themselves  with  their  own  con- 
fusion, as  with  a  mantle. 

30  &  31.  I  will  greatly  praise  the  Lord  with 
my  mouth  ;  yea,  I  will  praise  him  among  the  multi- 
tude ;  for  he  shall  stand  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
poor,  to  save  him  from  those  that  condemn  his 
soul.'* 

<"  In  this  latter  part  of  the  psalm,  the  ">  Jesus,    the    great    Mediator,    ever 

Messiah  prays  to  his  heavenly  Father  for  standeth    among    the   multitudes   of  the 

deliverance.  heavenly  host,  to  intercede  for  those  wlio 

<''   The  resurrection  of  Christ  was  to  be  are  meek  and  lowly  in  heart, 
thegreat  demonstration  of  .Jehovah's  power. 
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O  Almighty  God,  who  alone  canst  order  the 
unruly  wills  and  affections  of  sinful  men,  grant 
unto  thy  people,  that  they  may  love  the  thing 
which  thou  commandest,  and  desire  that  which 
thou  dost  promise  ;  that  so,  among  the  sundry 
and  manifold  changes  of  the  world,  our  hearts 
may  surely  there  be  fixed  where  true  joys  are 
to  be  found,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 

O  God,  from  whom  all  holy  desires,  all  good 
counsels,  and  all  just  works  do  proceed ;  give 
unto  thy  servants  that  peace  which  the  world 
cannot  give,  that  both  our  heai'ts  may  be  set  to 
obey  thy  commandments  ;  and  also  that,  by 
thee,  we,  being  defended  from  the  fear  of  ene- 
mies, may  pass  our  time  in  rest  and  quietness, 
through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour. 
Amen. 


March.       ~J  ©UJCtttyMf  ift!)    3Da|?. 

ii    July.  > 

November.)  PSALM  CX. 


Mttmonition, 

This  psalm  refers  solely  to  Christ,  of  whom 
it  is  a  prophecy  ;  and,  as  such,  the  words  of  it 
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are  quoted  in  the  New  Testament  by  Christ 
himself,  by  St  Peter,  and  by  St  Paul.  In  the 
first  verse,  the  Psalmist  represents  the  Lord 
Jehovah  as  addressing  his  well-beloved  Son, 
declaring  that  he  should  sit  at  his  right  hand 
till  every  enemy  (sin  and  death  included,  as  St 
Paul  informs  us)  should  be  destroyed.  David 
then  addresses  Messiah.  By  the  rod  of  his 
power,  is  meant  his  Gospel,  as  sent  forth  from 
Mount  Sion, — that  Gospel  which,  made  power- 
ful through  the  Spirit,  shall  turn  the  hearts  of 
the  disobedient  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Just,  in 
multitudes  resembling  the  drops  of  morning 
dew  upon  the  grass.  The  eternal  priesthood 
of  Christ  is  then  declared,  conveying  to  us 
the  comfortable  assurance  that  we  have  a 
Mediator  with  the  Father,  —  a  Mediator  who 
drank  of  the  waters  of  affliction  on  the  way  to 
his  kingdom  ;  and  a  King,  through  whose  power 
all  the  enemies  of  Christ  shall  be  subdued. 
But  it  behoves  us  most  seriously  to  ask  our- 
selves, whether  his  kingdom  has  been  set  up 
in  our  heart  —  whether  the  Gospel  has  been  to 
us  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  —  have 
we  been  rendered  willing  to  renounce  every 
sin  —  and  do  we  desire,  and  long,  and  con- 
stantly pray,  to  be  adorned  with  the  beauties 
of  holiness  ?  If  we  cannot  answer  these  ques- 
tions satisfactorily  to  our  own  consciences,  have 
we  not  reason  to  consider  ourselves  as  worse 
than   the  heathen,   and   to    dread   that   wrath 
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which  sliall  "  fill  the  places  with  dead  bodies?" 
God  grant  that  we  may  be  found  among  those 
who  look  forward  with  joy  to  the  appearing  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  from  whose 
minds  all  terror  is  banished,  and  for  whom 
there  is  laid  up  a  crown  of  righteousness, 
which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  shall 
give  us  at  the  last  day. 

1.  The  Lord  said  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  on  my 
right  hand,  until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  foot- 
stool. 

2.  The  Lord  shall  send  the  rod  of  thy  power  out 
of  Sion  :  Be  thou  ruler,  even  in  the  midst,  among 
thine  enemies. 

3.  In  the  day  of  thy  power  shall  the  people  offer 
thee  free-will  offerings,  with  an  holy  worship  :  The 
dew  of  thy  birth  is  of  the  womb  of  the  morning. 

4.  The  Lord  sware,  and  will  not  repent,  Thou  art 
a  priest  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  Melchizedeck. 

5  &  6.  The  Lord  upon  thy  right  hand  shall 
wound  even  kings  in  the  day  of  his  wrath  :  he  shall 


PARAPHRASE.  '  adorned  with  the  graces  of  thy  Spirit  ^- 
with  faith,   hope,  and  loTe  ;    they    shall 

1.  Seeing  now,  O  my  Son,  that  thou  exceed  in  number,  as  well  as  in  bright- 
hast  glorified  me  on  the  earth,  and  finished  ness,  the  spangles  of  early  dew. 

the  work  which  I  gave  thee  to  do  —  the  4.  Jehovah  hath  sworn,  and  will   not 

great  work  of  man's  redemption  —  take  change,   that  the  heirs    of  promise    may 

now  the  throne  prepared  for  thee  from  the  know  the  immutability  of  his  coimsels. 

foundation  of  the  world.  5  &  6.    The   Psalmist  now  addresses 

2.  Behold,  all  power  is  given  unto  thee,  Jehovah,  declaring,  that  Messiah  shall 
and  thou  shalt  reign  till  every  opposcr  punish  all  those  heathen  emperors  who 
shall  have  been  subdued.  have  opposed  his  word.     His  Church  and 

3.  Thy  people,  converted  by  the  power  people,  though  persecuted  and  afflicted  for 
of  thy  grace,  shall  have  their  hearts  and  a  se.ison,  shall,  in  the  end,  be  mightily 
affections  turned  to  thee  :  thev  shall    be  delivered. 
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judge  among  the  heathen  ;  he  shall  fill  the  places 
with  the  dead  bodies,  and  smite  in  sunder  the  heads 
over  divers  countries. 

7.  He  shall  drink  of  the  brook  in  the  waj  :  there- 
fore shall  he  lift  up  his  head. 


Almighty  Father,  who  hast  given  thine  only 
Son  to  die  for  our  sins,  and  to  rise  again  for 
our  justification,  grant  us  so  to  put  away  the 
leaven  of  malice  and  wickedness,  that  we  may 
always  serve  thee  in  pureness  of  living  and 
truth,  through  the  merits  of  the  same  thy  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  by  whose 
Spirit  the  whole  body  of  the  Church  is 
governed  and  sanctified,  receive  our  supplies^ 
tious  and  prayers,  which  we  offer  before  thee, 
for  all  estates  of  men  in  thy  holy  Church,  that 
every  member  of  the  same,  in  his  vocation  and 
ministry,  may  truly  and  godly  serve  thee, 
through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 


7.  "  He  humbled  himself,  and  became     cross  :    wherefore   God  also  hath    biglily 
obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the     exalted  him." — Pliil.  ii.  B. 


March.      ^  ^\sien,in=Bixtfi  39ain 

July.  > 

November.)      PSALM  CXI. 


^limonitioit. 

In  the  Bible,  we  find  this  and  the  two 
following  Psalms  preceded  by  the  words 
"  Praise  ye  the  Lord,"  which  is  a  translation 
of  the  word  "  Hallelujah."  And  what  a 
glorious  incitement  have  we  to  turn  our  hearts 
to  this  expression,  when  we  read  in  the  Reve- 
lation that  it  is  the  one  used  in  heaven  !  "  I 
heard,"  says  St  John,  "  a  great  voice  of  much 
people  in  heaven,  saying,  Hallelujah,  salvation, 
and  glory,  and  honour,  and  power,  unto  the 
Lord  our  God."  The  Psalmist,  on  a  review  of 
God's  past  mercies  to  his  chosen  people,  and 
with  prophetic  knowledge  of  the  future  mercies 
designed  for  mankind  through  Jesus  Christ, 
breaks  forth  into  this  glorious  strain,  celebrating 
the  mercies  of  redemption,  and  of  the  covenant 
commanded  for  ever.  Holy  and  reverend, 
then,  should  be  God's  holy  Name  to  Us, 
whether  we  praise  him  secretly  in  our  closets, 
or  when  assembled  for  family  devotion,  or 
when  we  resort  to  the  great  congregation  on 
the  Sabbath  day.  The  works  of  the  Lord  are 
great ;  they  are  those  of  mercy  and  salvation  : 
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but,  observe,  they  are  sought  out  of,  and  are  exer- 
cised towards,  all  those  only  who  have  pleasure 
therein.  Every  word  of  the  last  verse  of  this 
Psalm  should  be  engraven  on  our  memories  ; 
if  it  produce  its  fruit  unto  holiness,  the  end 
will  be  everlasting  life.     Praise  ye  the  Lord. 


1.  I  will  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  with  my 
whole  heart ;  secretly,  among  the  faithful,  and  in  the 
congregation. 

2.  The  works  of  the  Lord  are  great  ;  sought  out 
of  all  them  that  have  pleasure  therein. 

3.  His  work  is  worthy  to  be  praised,  and  had 
in  honour ;  and  his  righteousness  endureth  for  ever. 

4.  The  merciful  and  gracious  Lord  hath  so  done 
his  marvellous  works,  that  they  ought  to  be  had  in 

}        remembrance. 

I  5.  He  hath  given  meat  unto  them  that  fear  him  ; 

he  shall  ever  be"mindful  of  his  covenant. 

6.  He  hath  shewed  his  j^eople  the  power  of  his 
works,  that  he  may  giVe  them  the  heritage  of  the 
heathen.* 

7  &  8.  The  works  of  his  hands  are  verity  and 
judgment ;  all  his  commandments  are  true  ;  they 
stand  fast  for  ever  and  ever,  and  are  done  in  truth 
and  eciuity. 

0.  He  sent  redemption  unto  his  people  ;  he  hath 
commanded  his  covenant  for  ever  :  holy  and  reve- 
rend is  his  name. 


Cl  This  power  is  CTidenced  to  us,  by  the  OTCrthrow  ol'  idohitn',  and  the  establishment 
(if  the  Cliristiati  Church, 
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10.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 
wisdom  :  a  good  understanding  have  all  they  that 
do  thereafter ;  the  praise  of  it  endureth  for  ever. 


O  blessed  Jesus,  whose  righteousness  endur- 
eth for  ever,  thy  work  is  worthy  to  be  praised 
and  had  in  honour,  for  that  thou  hast  been 
merciful  unto  us,  and  hast  given  unto  us  ample 
spiritual  sustenance  in  thy  Holy  Word  and 
Sacraments.  Plant  in  our  hearts,  O  God,  that 
fear  and  love  of  thy  holy  Name  which  results 
from  a  true  and  lively  faith.  Give  us  wisdom 
and  good  understanding,  and  make  us  to  have 
pleasure  in  thee  and  all  thy  works,  that  we, 
obeying  the  precepts  of  thy  holy  Gospel,  and 
performing  the  conditions  of  thy  covenant, 
which  thou  hast  established  for  ever  in  truth 
and  equity,  in  verity  and  judgment,  may 
worthily  praise  and  adore  thy  holy  Name 
among  the  faithful  in  this  life,  and  among 
those  in  the  next  who  are  made  just  through 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Grant  this,  O  heavenly 
Father,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  our  blessed 
Lord  and  Saviour.     Amen. 


March.        ^  ©to^tttU^Seb^ttttl  ©afi, 

July.  > 

November,  j        PSALM  CXII. 


JItnnonttton. 

That  mental  enjoyment,  that  peace  o^f  mind 
which  attends  a  quiet  conscience — that  spiritual 
strength  vouchsafed  to  true  believers,  which 
enables  them  to  sustain  the  trials  of  life  with 
fortitude  and  patience — that  charitable  disposi- 
tion towards  our  fellow-creatures  which  results 
from  a  sense  of  God's  love  to  us  through 
Christ, — these  blessings,  and  more  than  these, 
are  set  forth  in  this  divinely-inspired  composi- 
tion of  the  Psalmist.  The  enjoyments  of  the 
true  Christian  are  far  above  all  pleasures  which 
the  world  can  afford.  Our  blessed  Saviour 
says  — "  My  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden 
light."  St  Paul  says — "Godliness  is  profitable 
to  all  things,  having  the  promise  of  the  life 
which  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come  ;  " 
"  this  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation."  A  good  name  (as  respects  this 
world  even)  is  more  to  be  desired  than  great 
riches  ;  and  when  former  things  shall  have 
passed  away,  then  blessed  shall  they  be  whose 
names  are  written  in  the  Book  of  Life.  Praise 
ye  the  Lord. 
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1.  Blessed  is  the  man  that  feareth  the  Lord;  he 
hath  great  delight  in  his  commandments. 

2.  His  seed  shall  be  mighty  upon  earth  ;  the 
generation  of  the  faithful  shall  be  blessed. 

3.  Riches  and  plenteousness  shall  be  in  his 
house,  and  his  righteousness  endureth  for  ever.^ 

4.  Unto  the  godly  there  ariseth  up  light  in  the 
darkness  :  he  is  merciful,  loving,  and  righteous. 

5.  A  good  man  is  merciful,  and  lendeth,  and  will 
guide  his  words  with  discretion. 

6.  For  he  shall  never  be  moved,  and  the  righteous 
shall  be  had  in  everlasting  remembrance. 

7.  He  will  not  be  afraid  of  any  evil  tidings,  for 
his  heart  standeth  fast,  and  believeth  in  the  Lord. 

8.  His  heart  is  established,  and  will  not  shrink, 
j        until  he  see  his  desire  upon  his  enemies.^ 

9.  He  hath  dispersed  abroad,  and  given  to  the 
poor  ;  and  his  righteousness  remaineth  for  ever  :  his 
horn  shall  be  exalted  with  honour. 

10.  The  ungodly  shall  see  it,  and  it  shall  grieve 
him  ;  he  shall  gnash  with  his  teeth,  and  consume 
away ;  the  desire  of  the  ungodly  shall  perish.^ 


Almighty    and    most    gracious    God,    who 
knowest  our  necessities  before  we  ask,  and  our 


'"  The  true  wealth  of  Christians  is  such         <''  The  sight  of  Christ  in  glory  with  his 

as  neither  moth  nor  rust  doth  corrupt.  saints  will  be  an  inexpressible  source  of 

<•'  The  heart  of  the  humble  follower  of  torment  to  those  who  will  be  commanded 

Jesus  shall  not  shrink  in  that  awful  day  to  depart  from  him,  as  never  having  been 

when  death  shall  no  more  have  dominion  known  bj  him. 
over  him. 
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ignorance  in  asking,  we  beseech  thee  to  have 
compassion  upon  our  infirmities.  Let  not  the 
pursuit  of  temporal  things  rob  us  of  that  time 
which  ought  to  be  employed  in  the  concerns  of 
our  souls,  nor  divert  us  from  the  serious 
thoughts  of  the  world  to  come.  Make  us 
charitable  to  those  who  are  in  want — willing  to 
distribute,  and  ready  to  communicate :  and 
grant  that,  our  minds  being  freed  from  all 
covetous  desires,  our  great  care  may  be  to  lay 
up  treasure  in  heaven,  that  when  our  bodies 
are  laid  in  the  dust,  our  souls  may  be  received 
into  those  mansions  of  everlasting  glory,  which 
are  prepared,  through  the  merits  of  Christ,  for 
all  who  love  and  fear  thee.  Grant  this,  O 
heavenly  Father,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christy 
our  Mediator  and  Advocate.     Amen. 


March.       ^  ©totntg^iEigtlttl   33fl». 

July.  > 

November,  j  PSALMS  CXIIL  &  CXIV. 


The  servants  of  God  are  exhorted  to  praise 
Him  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  on  account 
of  his  power  and  glory,  his  mercy  in  redeeming 
man,  and  making  joyful  the  Christian  Church 
in  the  increase  of  her  members.     What  Chris- 
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tian  can  be  unmindful  of  the  condescending 
love  of  God,  when  he  is  told,  that  the  very 
hairs  of  his  head  are  all  numbered  ?  What 
poor  man  can  fail  to  praise  the  Lord,  when  he 
reads  these  emphatic  words, — "  To  the  poor 
the  Gospel  is  preached  ?"  Such  is  God's  love 
to  man — such  his  mercy  to  the  fallen  sons  of 
Adam, — that,  from  the  lowest  and  most  abject 
condition,  even  from  the  pollutions  of  sin,  and 
the  dishonour  of  the  grave,  he  raiseth  them  to 
righteousness  and  holiness,  to  glory  and  im- 
mortality. 

The  114th  Psalm  celebrates  the  Exodus  of 
Israel  from  Egypt ;  and,  in  the  miracles  wrought 
for  God's  people  of  old,  we  see  prefigured  the 
greater  wonders  of  mercy  and  love,  wrought 
for  us  by  Jesus  Christ.     Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

PSALM  CXIII. 

1.  Praise  the  Lord,  ye  servants  :  O  praise  the 
Name  of  the  Lord. 

2.  Blessed  be  the  Name  of  the  Lord  from  this 
time  forth  for  evermore. 

3.  The  Lord's  Name  is  praised  from  the  rising  up 
of  the  sun  unto  the  going  down  of  the  same.^ 

4.  The  Lord  is  high  above  all  the  earth,  and  his 
glory  above  the  heavens. 

5.  Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord  our  God,  that  hath 
his  dwelling  so  high,  and  yet  humbleth  himself  to 
behold  the  things  that  are  in  heaven  and  earth  ? 

**'  That  is,  from  cast  to  west. 
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6  &  7.  He  taketh  up  the  simple  out  of  the  dusl,* 
and  Ufteth  the  poor  out  of  the  mire ;  that  he  may  set 
him  with  the  princes,  even  with  the  princes  of  his 
people. 

8.  ^He  maketh  the  barren  woman  to  keep 
house,  and  to  be  a  joyful  mother  of  children, 


PSALM  CXIV. 

1  &  2.  When  Israel  came  out  of  Egypt,  and  the 
house  of  Jacob  from  among  the  strange  people, 
Judah  was  his  sanctuary,  and  Israel  his  dominion. 

3  &  4.  The  sea^  saw  that,  and  fled  ;  Jordan  was 
driven  back  ;  the  mountains  skipped  like  rams,  and 
little  hills  like  young  sheep. 

5  &  6.  What  aileth  thee,  O  thou  sea,  that  thou 
fleddest ;  and  thou  Jordan,  that  thou  wast  driven 
back  :  ye  mountains,  that  ye  skipped  like  rams,  and 
ye  little  hills,  like  young  sheep  ? 

7  &  8.  Tremble  thou,  earth,  at  the  presence  of 
the  Lord  ;  at  the  presence  of  the  God  of  Jacob  ;  who 
turned  the  hard  rock  into  a  standing  water,  and  the 
flint  stone  into  a  springing  well. 

act  U!5  pray. 

O  Lord  God,  at  whose  presence  the  earth 
trembles,  who  workest  salvation  and  deliver- 

'')  The  dust  of  the  grave,  and  the  mire  pa«6age  from  a  death  of  sin  to  a  state  of 

of  sin.  grace.     By  the  retiring  of  the  waters,  and 

t^   An   allasion   is  here  made   to   the  opening  a  path  for  the  people  of  God,  we 

Gentile  Church.  are  taught  that,  if  we  continue  faithful, 

*'*   In    the  passage   of  Israel    through  all  obstructions  in  our  waj*  to  heaven  will 

the  Red  Sea   we   may  contemplate   our  he  removed. 
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ance  for  thy  holy  Church  in  all  ages,  and  didst 
deliver  thy  people  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt 
with  a  mighty  hand,  deliver  us,  we  most 
humbly  beseech  thee,  from  the  bondage  of  sin, 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  devil,  from  the  empire 
and  dominion  of  the  flesh,  that  our  souls  and 
bodies  being  mortified,  our  flesh  brought  under 
subjection  to  the  Spirit,  our  appetites  made 
obedient  unto  reason,  and  our  souls  rendered 
wholly  conformable  to  thy  will,  our  hard  and 
stony  heart  may  be  converted  into  a  heart  of 
flesh,  and  into  a  springing  well,  bringing  forth 
the  waters  of  repentance,  and  fruits  growing  up 
to  life  eternal,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


March.        ^E^UCntn'^intfi  man* 

July.  >- 

November.  )       PSALM  CXV. 


^iimotttttott. 

The  great  duty  inculcated  in  this  psalm  is 
trust  in  God,  which  we  are  called  upon  to  place, 
not  on  the  grounds  of  any  merit  or  deserving  of 
our  own,  but  for  his  loving  mercy  and  truth's 
sake.  A  beautiful  contrast  is  formed  between 
the  God  of  Israel,  and  the  heathen  idols — 
between  the  God  who  heareth  prayer,  and  the 
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idol  who  is  blind,  deaf,  dumb,  and  senseless ; 
and  while  we  reflect  upon  the  stupidity  of 
idolaters  with  contempt,  let  us  humbly  recol- 
lect, that  we  are  the  same  by  nature,  and  that  it 
is  God  alone  who  maketh  us  to  differ.  Those 
who  reject  the  Gospel  to  rely  for  salvation  on 
their  own  merits,  and  those  also  who  idolize 
worldly  advantages,  which  cannot  profit  them 
in  the  day  of  judgment,  are  as  fatally  deceived 
as  the  worshippers  of  idols.  And  as  death  will 
terminate  our  opportunities  of  praising  God  on 
earth,  let  us  now  redeem  the  time,  seeking  to 
glorify  him  not  only  with  our  lips,  but  in  our 
lives. 


1.  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto 
thy  Name  give  the  praise,  for  thy  loving-mercy,  and 
for  thy  truth's  sake. 

2  &  3.  •'Wherefore  shall  the  heathen  say,  Where 
is  now  their  God  ?  As  for  our  God,  he  is  in 
heaven  ;  he  hath  done  whatsoever  pleased  him. 

4,  5,  &  6.  Their  idols  are  silver  and  gold,  even 
the  works  of  men's  hands  :  they  have  mouths,  and 
speak  not ;  eyes  have  they,  and  see  not ;  they  have 
ears,  and  hear  not ;  noses  have  they,  and  smell  not.^ 

7  &  8.  They  have  hands,  and  handle  not ;  feet 
hav«   they,    and    walk    not ;    neither   speak   they 


^'^  Should  the  heathen  say,  ^'  A\'herc 
is  now  their  God?"  Israel  shall  reply, 
"  He  is  in  heaven." 

**^  Our  blessed  Lord  said  of  the  Jews, 
— "  For  this  peoplc^s  heart  is  waxed  gross, 
and  their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and 


their  eyes  have  they  closed  i  lest  at  any 
time  they  should  see  with  their  eyes,  and 
hear  with  their  ears,  and  should  undei^ 
stand  with  their  heart,  and  should  he  con- 
verted, and  I  should  heal  them," 


PSALM  CXV.  333 


through  their  throat :  they  that  make  them  are  hke 
unto  them,  and  so  are  all  such  as  put  their  trust  in 
them. 

9,  10,  &  11.  ''But  thou,  house  of  Israel,  trust  thou 
in  the  Lord,  he  is  their  succour  and  defence ;  ye 
house  of  Aaron,  put  your  trust  in  the  Lord,  he  is 
their  helper  and  defender  ;  ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  put 
your  trust  in  the  Lord,  he  is  their  helper  and 
defender. 

12.  The  Lord  hath  been  mindful  of  us,  and  he 
shall  bless  us,  even  he  shall  bless  the  house  of  Israel ; 
he  shall  bless  the  house  of  Aaron. 

13.  He  shall  bless  them  that  fear  the  Lord,  both 
small  and  great. 

14  &  15.  The  Lord  shall  increase  you  more  and 
more,  you  and  your  children ;  ye  are  the  blessed  of 
the  Lord,  who  made  heaven  and  earth. 

16.  All  the  whole  heavens  are  the  Lord's  ;  the 
earth  hath  he  given  to  the  children  of  men. 

17  &  18.  The  dead  praise  not  thee,  O  Lord; 
neither  all  they  that  go  down  into  silence  ;  but  we 
will  praise  the  Lord  from  this  time  forth  for  ever- 
more.    Praise  the  Lord. 


met  u«  iira». 

O  Lord  God  omnipotent,  whose  seat  is  in 
heaven,  and  who  hast  done  whatsoever  pleased 
thee  in  heaven  and  earth,  give  us  thy  grace, 
that,  in  all  our  troubles,  we  may  make  thee  our 
succour  and  defence,  and  put  our  trust  in  thee 

<">  The  people  at  Itirge,  and  their  minis-     on  to  trust  solely  in  God  ar,  their  helper 
ters,  are  each  of  them  specifically  called     and  defender. 
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only  ;  that  we,  receiving  thy  mercies,  and  the 
satisfaction  of  all  our  hopes  from  thy  plenteous- 
ness  and  loving-kindness,  may  give  praise  unto 
thy  Name,  never  ascribing  to  ourselves  any 
honour  or  success,  but  to  thee  alone  from  whom 
all  good  things  do  come.  Preserve  us  from 
worshipping  or  loving  any  vain  imaginations, 
and  making  any  thing  the  ground  of  our  con- 
fidence but  thy  loving  mercy  and  truth  ;  so 
that,  resting  all  our  hopes  upon  the  merits  of 
that  beloved  Saviour,  who  died  for  our  sins, 
and  rose  again  for  our  justification,  we  may 
be  received  as  thy  faithful  children  through 
him,  and  may  have  our  perfect  consummation 
of  bliss  both  in  body  and  soul  in  thy  eternal 
and  everlasting  kingdom,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.     Amen. 


March.        i      ©fttl'ttCtt    WaV* 

July.  > 

November.)  PSALM  CXVI.  &  CXVII. 


Ulnnoittttott* 

To  enter  fully  into  the  spirit  of  the  116th 
Psalm,  we  must  suppose  the  case  of  a  person, 
with  a  true  penitent  heart  and  lively  faith, 
brought  by  sickness  to  the  very  gates  of  the 
grave,  feeling  all  that  trouble  and   heaviness 
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which  a  consciousness  of  sin  produces,  and  then 
experiencing  the  refreshing  comforts  arising 
from  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  atone- 
ment and  merits  of  our  Saviour.  Impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  vain  assurances  of  men,  of 
the  craft  and  folly  prevalent  in  the  world,  the" 
penitent  exclaims,  "  All  men  are  liars;"  and 
when  seeking  how  he  shall  expi'ess  his  gratitude 
to  the  Almighty,  he  says,  "  I  will  receive  the 
cup  of  salvation,  and  will  call  upon  the  Name 
of  the  Lord."  Let  us  not  wait  till  sickness 
overtakes  us,  but  with  hearts  ever  sensible  of 
our  numerous  failings,  ever  mindful  of  our  need 
of  a  Saviour,  whose  robe  of  righteousness  may 
cover  the  deformities  which  sin  hath  produced 
in  us,  let  us  be  at  all  times  ready  joyfully  to 
embrace  the  occasions  which  the  Church 
affords  us  of  offering  to  God  the  sacrifice  of 
thanksgiving,  and  receiving  the  cup  of  salva- 
tion. 


PSALM  CXVI. 

1  &  2.  I  love  the  Lord,  because  he  hath  heard 
my  voice  and  my  supplications  ;  because  he  hath 
inclined  his  ear  unto  me,  therefore  will  I  call  upon 
him  as  long  as  I  live. 

3  &  4.    'The    sorrovv^s    of  death  compassed    me, 

"'  The  conscience  of  a  sinner,  wlien     shall  deliver  me  IVom  the  body  of  thi» 
awakened,  leads  him  to  exclaim  with  St     death  ! 
Paul, — 0  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who 
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and  the  pains  of  hell  gat  hold  upon  me :  I  found 
trouble  and  sorrow.  Then  called  I  upon  the  Name 
of  the  Lord :  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  deliver  my 
soul. 

5  &  6.  ^Gracious  is  the  Lord,  and  righteous  ;  yea, 
our  God  is  merciful :  the  Lord  preserveth  the  simple ; 
I  was  brought  low,  and  he  helped  me. 

7.  Return  unto  thy  rest,  O  my  soul,  for  the  Lord 
hath  dealt  bountifully  with  thee.^ 

8  &  9.  For  thou  hast  delivered  my  soul  from 
death,  mine  eyes  from  tears,  and  my  feet  from  fall- 
ing :  I  will  walk  before  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the 
living. 

10  &  11.  I  believed,  therefore  have  I  spoken ;  I 
was  greatly  afflicted ;  I  said  in  my  haste,  All  men 
are  liars.'' 

12  &  13.  What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord,  for 
all  his  benefits  toward  me  ?  I  will  take  the  cup  of 
salvation,  and  call  upon  the  Name  of  the  Lord. 

14.  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord,  now,  in 
the  presence  of  all  his  people. 

15.  Precious,  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  is  the  death 
of  his  saints.*^ 

16.  O  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  servant;  I  am  thy 
servant,  and  the  son  of  thine  handmaid  :  thou  hast 
loosed  my  bonds. 

17.  18,  &  19.  I  will  offer  to  thee  the  sacrifice  of 


"'  In  the  salvation  of  a  sinner  we  con-         '*'  See  2  Cor.  iv.  13,  14. 
template  GocPs   grace,  his  righteousness,         ^'^  God    willeth    not    the   death    of    a 

and  his  mercy.  sinner,  but  that  all  should  turn  from  their 

^'^  That  peace  of  conscience  and  joy  in  sin  and  be  saved.     The  word  "  precious," 

the    Holy    Ghost,    which    the    penitent  therefore,    signifieth    "  of    importance ; " 

experienceth,  as  the  effect  and  fruit  of  but  must  be  understood  as  of  "  sorrowful 

pardon,  afford  him  some  idea  of  the  rest  importance." 
and  felicity  of  heaven. 
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thanksgiving,  and  will  call  upon  the  Name  of  the 
Lord ;  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord,  now  in 
the  presence  of  all  his  people,  in  the  courts  of  the 
Lord's  house,  in  the  midst  of  thee,  O  Jerusalem.^ 
Praise  ye  the  Lord. 


PSALM  cxvii. 

O  praise  the  Lord,  all  ye  nations  ;  praise  him, 
all  ye  people  :  for  his  merciful  kindness  is  great 
toward  us,  and  the  truth  of  the  Lord  endureth  for 
ever/     Praise  ye  the  Lord, 


net  U0  vtan* 

O  Lord  God  of  eternal  mercies,  gracious 
and  righteous,  give  unto  us  hearts  filled  with 
love  and  praise  to  thy  holy  Name  ;  for  thou 
hearest  our  prayers,  thou  breakest  asunder  the 
bonds  of  our  sins  ;  thou  deliverest  our  souls 
from  trouble  and  heaviness,  and  snatchest  us 
from  the  sorrows  of  death,  and  savest  us  from 
the  pains  of  hell.  O  merciful  God,  let  our 
souls  rest  in  thee,  and  be  satisfied  with  the 
pleasures  of  thy  mercy,  that  we  may  receive 
the  cup  of  blessing  and  salvation,  and  celebrate 
the  feast  of  the  holy  sacrament  in  honour  of 
thy  Name,  and  in  remembrance  of  thine  infinite 

■  ^"^  These   tows   should    be   of    future     upon  to  praise  the  Lord,  for  their  admis- 
amendment  of  life.  sion    into    the   covenant    of  grace.      See 

"'  The  Gentile  nations  are  here  called     Romans,  xv.  9  to  11. 
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benefits  which  thou  hast  done  unto  us  ;  and  at 
last  may  pay  our  great  hallelujah  to  the  Lord, 
in  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  house,  in  the  midst 
of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


} 


March.       ^    €!> ittB^jFit J5t  PaB. 

July, 

PSALM  CXVIIL 


^tf  monition* 

This  is  a  triumphant  processional  song,  sung 
at  the  front  gate  of  the  temple.  A  conqueror, 
with  his  train,  appears  before  it,  and  demands 
admittance  to  return  thanks  for  his  deliverance 
and  final  success,  in  an  expedition  of  great 
difficulty  and  danger.  The  whole  is  allegorical ; 
the  Jewish  temple  was  a  type  of  heaven — the 
gate  of  the  temple  is,  therefore,  the  gate  of 
heaven  ;  the  priests  within  represent  the  angelic 
host  attending  around  the  throne  of  God  in 
heaven ;  the  conqueror  is  Messiah,  and  his 
train  the  redeemed :  and  the  subject  of  the 
whole  composition  is  the  redemption  of  man- 
kind. In  the  notes  are  marked  the  changes 
which  take  place  in  the  diflferent  speakers. 
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1.  ^O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  gracious, 
because  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

2.  "Let  Israel  now^  confess  that  he  is  gracious, 
and  that  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

3.  ''Let  the  house  of  Aaron  now  confess  that  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

4.  *Yea,  let  them  now  that  fear  the  Lord,  confess 
that  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

5.  6,  &  7-  ^I  called  upon  the  Lord  in  trouble,  and 
the  Lord  heard  me  at  large :  the  Lord  is  on  my  side, 
I  will  not  fear  what  man  doeth  unto  me :  the  Lord 
taketh  my  part  with  them-  that  help  me,  therefore 
shall  I  see  my  desire  upon  mine  enemies. 

8  &  9.  ^It  is  better  to  trust  in  the  Lord,  than  to 
put  any  confidence  in  man :  it  is  better  to  trust  in 
the  Lord,  than  to  put  any  confidence  in  princes. 

10  &  11.  ''AH  nations  compassed  me  round  about, 
but,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  will  I  destroy  them  : 
they  kept  me  in  on  every  side  ;  they  kept  me  in, 
I  say,  on  every  side,  but,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
will  I  destroy  them. 

1 2.  They  came  about  me  like  bees,  and  are  extinct,* 
even  as  the  fire  among  the  thorns ;  for,  in  the  Name 
of  the  Lord,  I  will  destroy  them. 

13  &  14.  Thou  hast  thrust  sore  at  me,  that  I 
might  fall,  but  the  Lord  was  my  help  :  the  Lord  is 
my  strength  and  my  song,  and  is  become  my  salva- 
tion. 


">  First  single  voice.  '"'  By  the  train  of  the  Conqueror. 

<»'  Second  single  voice.  <')   The  Conqueror.     Instead  of  "  will 

<"  Third  single  voice.  I    destroy  them,"   we   may  road,  "  have 

^''  Chorus  of  the  whole  procession.  I  destroyed  them." 

'^'  The  Conqueror,  the  Messiah.  '''    And  are  soon  extinct. 
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15  &  16.  ''The  voice  of  joy  and  health  is  in  the 
dwelUngs  of  the  righteous  :  the  right  hand  of  the 
Lord  bringeth  mighty  things  to  pass  :  the  right  hand 
of  the  Lord  hath  the  pre-eminence :  the  right  hand 
of  the  Lord  bringeth  mighty  things  to  pass. 

17,  18,  &  19.  "I  shall  not  die,  but  live,  and 
declare  the  v^^orks  of  the  Lord :  the  Lord  hath  chas- 
tened and  corrected  me  ;  but  he  hath  not  given  me 
over  unto  death  :  open  me  the  gates  of  righteousness, 
that  I  may  go  into  them,  and  give  thanks  unto  the 
Lord. 

20.  "This  is  the  gate  of  the  Lord,  the  righteous- 
shall  enter  into  it. 

21.  ^"I  v^^ill  thank  thee,  for  thou  hast  heard  me, 
and  art  become  my  salvation. 

22.  23,  &  24.  "The  same  stone  w^hich  the  builders 
refused,  is  become  the  head-stone  in  the  corner  :  this 
is  the  Lord's  doing,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes  :; 
this  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made,  we  will 
rejoice,  and  be  glad  in  it. 

25.  "Help  me  now,  O  Lord :  O  Lord,  send  us  now 
prosperity. 

26.  ^''Blessed  be  he  that  cometh  in  the  Name  of 
the  Lord  :  we  have  blessed  you  out  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord. 

27.  **God  is  the  Lord,  who  hath  shewed  us  light ; 
bind  the  sacrifice  with  cords,  yea,  even  unto  the 
horns  of  the  altar. 

28.  '"Thou  art  my  God,  and  I  will  thank  thee ; 
thou  art  my  God,  and  I  will  praise  thee. 

t*J  By  the  train  of  the  Conqueror.  '"^  The  Conqueror  within  the  gates. 

""'  The  Conqneror.  '"'  Chorus  of  Priests  and  Lerites. 

<"'  Priests  and  Levites  within  the  gate.  '"'  By    the   Conqueror's  train  within 

^'"^  The  Conqneror  entering  the  gates.  the  gates. 

(13)  Priests  .ind  Levites  witliin  the  gate.  '"'  The  Conqueror. 
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29.  **0    give    thanks   unto   the  Lord,  for  he  is 
gracious,  and  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 


O  most  gracious  Lord,  our  strength,  and  our 
song,  thou  art  become  our  salvation,  and  thy 
mercy  endureth  for  ever  ;  be  thou  on  our  side, 
take  part  with  them  that  help  us  ;  let  the  voice 
of  joy  and  health,  of  praise  and  thanksgiving, 
be  in  our  dwellings  ;  and  when  thou  chastenest 
us,  and  correctest  us  for  our  sins,  give  us  not 
over  unto  death,  but  fix  our  faith  and  hopes 
upon  the  head-stone  in  the  corner,  even  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  in  all  the  assaults  made 
against  us  by  our  ghostly  enemies,  the  right 
hand  of  the  Lord  may  have  the  pre-eminence, 
and  bring  mighty  things  to  pass,  even  victory 
and  deliverance  unto  thy  servants,  that  we, 
putting  no  confidence  in  any  child  of  man, 
may  trust  in  thee  only,  O  Lord,  till  at  last, 
when  thou  openest  the  everlasting  gates  of 
righteousness,  we  may  enter  in,  and  give  thee 
thanks  and  praise,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen. 

"^•^  firand  Chorus  of  all  witliiii  t!iejcntrs> 


April.  ^       Jf  (t0t  ©ap, 

August.       V 

December.  S     psalm  CXIX. 


PORTIONS  FIRST  AND  SECOND. 


It  is  very  remarkable,  that  in  almost  every 
one  of  the  176  verses  of  this  Psalm,  the  Word 
of  God,  under  different  terms,  is  mentioned : 
God's  law,  testimonies,  precepts,  statutes,  com- 
mandments, judgments,  all  refer  to  one  and 
the  same  thing,  the  Word  of  God.  Attend 
diligently  to  this  psalm,  all  ye  who  either  are 
taught  to  refrain  from  studying  the  Word  of 
God,*  or  ye  who  are  constantly  exhorted  to 
do  so,  and  yet  neglect  so  great  a  means  of 
salvation.  How  can  ye  know  that  ye  walk  in 
the  law  of  the  Lord,  if  ye  will  not  study  it  ? 
how  can  ye  be  undefiled  or  perfect,  if  ye  take 
for  your  rule  of  faith,  or  your  rule  of  conduct, 
any  thing  short  of  the  inspired  Word  of  God  ? 
It  is  by  constantly  examining  ourselves  by  that 
unerring  standard,  that  we  can  alone  be  pre- 
served from  lapsing  into  sin  ;  for  such  is  the 
corruption  and  deceitfulness  of  our  heart — such 
the  imperfection   of  human   nature — such  the 

*  This  is  addressed   ninrp  particulnrly  In  iny  mcir.bers    of   the    Roman    Catholic 
persiiasioii. 
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assaults  of  Satan, — that  nothing  short  of  trea- 
suring up  in  our  minds,  the  truths,  the  precepts, 
the  threats,  and  the  promises  of  the  Gospel,  can 
save  us  from  the  way  that  leadeth  to  destruc- 
tion. 

1 .  Blessed  are  those  that  are  undefiled  in  the  way, 
and  walk  m  the  law  of  the  Lord. 

2.  ^Blessed  are  they  that  keep  his  testimonies, 
and  seek  him  with  their  whole  heart : 

3.  They  also  do  no  iniquity;  they  walk  in  his 
ways. 

4.  Thou  hast  charged  that  we  shall  diligently  keep 
thy  commandments : 

5.  ^O  that  my  ways  were  made  so  direct,  that 
I  might  keep  thy  statutes  ! 

6.  So  shall  I  not  be  confounded  while  I  have 
respect  unto  all  thy  commandments. 

7.  I  will  thank  thee  with  an  unfeigned  heart, 
when  I  shall  have  learned  the  judgments  of  thy 
righteousness. 

8.  I  will  keep  thy  ceremonies  :^  O  forsake  me  not 
utterly. 

9.  Wherewithal  shall  a  young  man  cleanse  his 
way  ?  even  by  ruling  himself  after  thy  word. 

10.  With  my  whole  heart  have  I  sought  thee : 

0  let  me  not  go  wrong  out  of  thy  commandments. 

11.  Thy  words  have  I  hid  within  my  heart,  that 

1  should  not  sin  against  thee. 


<"  The  di\-ine  revelations,  whether  of  own  inability,  sighs  after  the  refreshing 

the  old  or  new  law,  are  called  God's  testi-  and    strengthening    influence    of   divine 

monies, — they  are  the  witnesses  of  his  will,  grace. 
and  the  pledges  of  his  love.  '*>  "  Ceremonies,"  or,  as  it  is  written 

<*'  The  faithful  soul,  conscious  of  its  in  the  Bible  version,  "statutes." 
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12.  Blessed  art  thou,  O  Lord:  O  teach  me  thy 
statutes. 

13.  With  my  Hps  have  I  been  telling  of  all  the 
judgments  of  thy  mouth. 

14.1  have  had  as  great  delight  in  the  way  of  thy 
testimonies,  as  in  all  manner  of  riches. 

15.  I  wiW  talk  of  thy  commandments,  and  have 
respect  unto  thy  ways. 

1 6.  My  delight  shall  be  in  thy  statutes,  and  I  will 
not  forget  thy  word. 


net  U0  ptav* 

Almighty  God,  who  shewest  to  them  that  be 
in  error,  the  light  of  thy  truth,  to  the  intent 
that  they  may  return  into  the  way  of  righ- 
teousness ;  grant  unto  all  them  that  are  admitted 
into  the  fellowship  of  Christ's  religion,  that  they 
may  eschew  those  things  that  are  contrary  to 
their  profession,  and  follow  all  such  things  as 
are  agreeable  to  the  same,  through  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 

O  Lord,  who  never  failest  to  help  and  govern 
them,  whom  thou  dost  bring  up  in  thy  stead- 
fast fear  and  love ;  keep  us,  we  beseech  thee, 
under  the  protection  of  thy  good  providence, 
and  make  us  to  have  a  perpetual  fear  and  love 
of  thy  holy  Name,  through  .Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen. 


April. 

August. 

December. 


} 
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PORTIONS  THIRD  AND  FOURTH. 


^iymonitton. 


Believers    among 


the  Israelites  well  knew 
that  the  ceremonial  institutions  of  the  law 
typified  some  deep  and  spiritual  mysteries — 
that,  in  fact,  under  them  were  veiled  the 
wonders  of  redeeming  love.  But  although 
the  Psalmist  was  doubtless  more  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  sacred  Scriptures  than 
most  men,  yet  it  is  worthy  of  remark  how 
often,  and  in  what  varied  ways,  he  prays  to  be 
taught  the  statutes  of  God.  "  Open  mine 
eyes,"  saith  he,  "  that  I  may  behold  wondrous 
things  out  of  thy  law."  He  knew  that  divine 
teaching  alone  could  make  him  rightly  under- 
stand the  Scriptures  ;  that  enlivening  grace  was 
necessary  to  prevent  his  soul  from  cleaving  to 
worldly  objects  ;  and  that  it  was  only  by  divine 
illumination  that  he  could  apply  the  Scriptures 
to  the  occurrences  of  life,  so  as  to  derive  from 
them  support,  comfort,  and  direction  in  the 
right  path.  It  is  quite  certain  that  the  veil  of 
prejudice,  pride,  and  carnal  affections,  must  be 
removed  from  the  heart  of  fallen  man,  or  he 
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never  will  understand  the  nature  and  glory  of 
divine  truth. 


17-  O  do  well  unto  thy  servant,  that  I  may  live, 
and  keep  thy  word. 

18.  Open  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  see  the 
wondrous  things  of  thy  law. 

19-  I  am  a  stranger  upon  earth  :  O  hide  not  thy 
commandments  from  me. 

20.  My  soul  breaketh  out  for  the  very  fervent 
desire  that  it  hath  alway  unto  thy  judgments. 

21.  ^Thou  hast  rebuked  the  proud,  that  are  cursed, 
which  do  err  from  thy  commandments. 

22.  O  turn  from  me  shame  and  rebuke,  for  I  have 
kept  thy  testimonies. 

23.  Princes  also  did  sit  and  speak  against  me,  but 
thy  servant  is  occupied  in  thy  statutes  ; 

24.  For  thy  testimonies  are  my  delight,  and  my 
counsellors. 

25.  My  soul  cleaveth  to  the  dust :  O  quicken  thou 
me  according  to  thy  word. 

26.  I  have  acknowledged  my  ways,  and  thou 
heardest  me  :  O  teach  me  thy  statutes. 

27.  Make  me  to  understand  the  way  of  thy 
commandments,  and  so  shall  I  talk  of  thy  wondrous 
works. 

28.  My  soul  melteth  away  for  very  heaviness  : 
comfort  thou  me  according  unto  thy  word. 

29.  Take  from  me  the  way  of  lying,  ^  and  cause 
thou  me  to  make  much  of  thy  law. 

^**   Self-sufficiency  and  inipcnitcnco  are  in  the  2l)th ;   the  one  comprehends  every 

implied  in  this  verse.  thing  in  doctrine  and  practice  that  is  right ; 

***   The  "  way  of  truth,"  in  the  30th  the  other  denotes   every  thing  which   is 

verse,  is  opposed  to  the  "  way  of  lying,"  wrong. 
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30.  I   have  chosen  the  way  of  truth ;  and  thy 
judgments  have  I  laid  before  me. 

31.  I  have  stuck  unto  thy  testimonies  :  O  Lord 
confound  me  not. 

32.  I  will  run  the  way  of  thy  commandments 
vv^hen  thou  hast  set  my  heart  at  liberty. 


lL(t  U0  ptau* 


O  Lord  God,  our  Father,  and  our  Sovereign 
Ruler,  we  are  strangers  upon  the  earth,  far 
removed  from  our  country :  we  walk  on  still 
in  darkness,  and  in  the  shadow  of  death.  Let 
not  this  darkness  seize  upon  our  souls  ;  hide 
not  thy  commandments  from  us,  but  grant  us 
the  light  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  our  eyes 
being  opened  thereby,  we  may  see  the  won- 
drous things  of  thy  law,  and  admire  thy  glories, 
and  adore  thy  might,  and  obey  all  thy  righteous 
precepts.  Dispose  us  to  love  thee,  O  God, 
above  all  things  ;  make  our  desires  to  serve 
thee  more  and  more  fervent;  and  grant  that 
we  may  make  thy  statutes  our  chief  delight, 
and  counsellors,  that  walking  therein,  shame 
and  rebuke  may  be  turned  from  us,  and  we  may 
ever  rejoice  with  hope  and  confidence  in  thee, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


April. 

August 

December 


} 


crib  it  21  39a|?* 

PSALM  CXIX. 

PORTIONS  FIFTH  AND  SIXTH. 


^limontttom 

We  are  taught  in  Scripture,  that  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom  :  it  ope- 
rates as  a  sakitary  restraint  upon  our  evil 
desires.  To  obey  the  commandments  of  God, 
is  the  only  acceptable  sacrifice  we  can  offer  to 
him  :  obedience  is  the  first  duty  of  man  to  his 
Creator  ;  it  cannot  be  too  often  inculcated  as 
one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  religion. 
And  when  obedience  is  attended  with  a  firm 
persuasion,  that  all  God's  commandments  are 
intended  for  our  benefit  —  that  they  proceed 
from  his  love  for  us, — then  the  study  of  them 
becomes  not  only  the  most  profitable,  but  the 
most  delightful  exercise  of  our  faculties  ;  for 
what  subject  is  so  exalted  as  God's  deahngs 
with  the  children  of  men  ?  what  riches,  what 
honours,  what  pleasures,  what  length  of  days 
in  this  world,  can  be  compared  with  those  joys 
which  are  at  God's  right  hand  for  evermore  ? 

33.  Teach  me,  O  Lord,  the  way  of  thy  statutes, 
and  I  shall  keep  it  unto  the  end. 

34.  Give  me  understanding,  and  I  shall  keep  thy 
law  ;  yea,  I  shall  keep  it  with  my  whole  heart. 
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35.  Make  me  to  go  in  the  path  of  thy  command- 
ments, for  therein  is  my  desire. 

36.  IncHne  my  heart  unto  thy  testimonies,  and 
not  to  covetousness. 

37-  O  turn  away  mine  eyes,  lest  they  behold 
vanity ;"'  and  quicken  thou  me  in  thy  way. 

38.  O  stablish  thy  word  in  thy  servant,  that  I 
may  fear  thee. 

39.  Take  away  the  rebuke  that  I  am  afraid  of, 
for  thy  judgments  are  good. 

40.  Behold  my  delight  is  in  thy  commandments  : 
O  quicken  me  in  thy  righteousness.^ 

41.  Let  thy  loving  mercy  come  also  unto  me,  O 
Lord,  even  thy  salvation ;  according  unto  thy  word. 

42.  So  shall  I  make  answer  unto  my  blasphemers, 
for  my  trust  is  in  thy  word. 

43.  O  take  not  the  word  of  thy  truth  utterly  out 
of  my  mouth,  for  my  hope  is  in  thy  judgments. 

44.  So  shall  I  alway  keep  thy  law  ;  yea,  for  ever 
and  ever. 

45.  And  I  will  walk  at  liberty,  for  I  seek  thy 
commandments  .^ 

46.  I  will  speak  of  thy  testimonies  also,  even 
before  kings,  and  will  not  be  ashamed  ; 

47.  And  my  delight  shall  be  in  thy  command- 
ments, which  I  have  loved. 

48.  My  hands  also  will  I  lift  up  unto  thy  com- 
mandments which  I  have  loved  ;  and  my  study  shall 
be  in  thy  statutes. 

**^  Solomon  summed  up  the  wojth  of  necessary  to  tlie  enlivening  exercise  of  our 

all    earthly    things,   and    declared    them  Christian  obligations. 
'*  vanity."  ^*'   See  St  John's  Gospel,  viii.  3 1  to  36, 

*^^  Clear  and  fidl  evangelical  views  are  and  also  Romans,  viii. 
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art  «0  ptav* 

O  Lord  God,  who  art  of  infinite  purity,  and 
hast,  through  thy  great  love  to  man,  given  us 
thy  law,  that  we  walking  therein  may  imitate 
the  perfection  of  thy  holiness,  and  finally, 
through  the  merits  of  Christ,  may  be  admitted 
into  thy  heavenly  presence  ;  make  us  to  go  all 
our  days  in  the  paths  of  thy  commandments. 
Take  from  us  all  evil  and  inordinate  desires  ; 
let  not  our  hearts  be  inclined  to  covetousness, 
nor  our  eyes  wander  after  vain  or  wicked 
desires.  Give  us  confidence  and  boldness  in 
our  Christian  profession,  that  we  raay  never 
be  ashamed  to  confess  thee  before  men,  and  to 
acknowledge  that  we  make  thy  law  the  rule  of 
our  conduct ;  but  grant  us  the  sustaining  influ- 
ence of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may  persevere 
unto  the  end  in  keeping  thy  commandments, 
in  loving,  and  in  studying  them  ;  and  this  we 
beg  for  Jesus  Christ,  his  sake.     Amen. 


April. 

August. 
December. 


} 


jfouttft  ©ap. 


PSALM  CXIX. 


PORTIONS  SEVENTH  AND  EIGHTH. 


^lymontttom 


Composure  of  mind  under  the  severest 
afflictions,  and  tranquillity  of  spirit  under  every 
trial,  are  the  lot  of  him  who  resorts  for  comfort 
to  God's  word,  and  puts  his  trust  therein  ;  and 
for  this  reason,  because  in  the  Scriptures  we 
read  the  course  of  similar  events,  and  the  final 
result  of  them :  hence  our  faith  is  quickened 
and  strengthened,  and  hope  for  the  future 
sustains  us  in  our  present  state.  Though  infi- 
dels may  scoff  at,  and  worldly-minded  men 
ridicule  these  truths,  yet  the  believer  stands 
fast,  and  instead  of  anger  towards  the  gain- 
sayer,  is  filled  with  compassion  and  sorrow  for 
the  vengeance  which  he  is  bringing  on  himself. 
When  the  Psalmist  says,  "  Thy  statutes  have 
been  my  songs  in  the  house  of  my  pilgrimage," 
he  perhaps  alludes  to  his  captivity  in  Babylon  : 
but  spiritually  we  may  consider  the  soul  which 
came  from  God,  and  longs  to  return  to  him, 
as  in  a  state  of  bondage  whilst  in  the  body  ; 
and  to  such  a  soul  the  disposition  to  meditate 
on,  and  the  power  to  keep,  God's  law,  is  given 
from   above.     When   sleep  forsakes  us  in  the 
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night,  let  us  call  our  ways  to  remembrance, 
and  let  no  provocation  from  others,  how  grie- 
vous soever,  tempt  us  to  act  uncharitably 
towards  them,  or  to  forget  the  law  of  our  God. 


49.  Remember  the  word  unto  thy  servant,  upon 
which  thou  hast  caused  me  to  hope. 

50.  The  same  is  my  comfort  in  my  trouble,  for 
thy  word  hath  quickened  me. 

51.  The  proud  have  had  me  exceedingly  in  deri- 
sion, yet  have  I  not  shrinked  from  thy  law. 

52.  For  I  remembered  thine  everlasting  judg- 
ments, O  Lord,  and  received  comfort. 

53.  Horror  hath  taken  hold  upon  me,  because  of 
the  wicked  that  forsake  thy  law. 

54.  Thy  statutes  have  been  my  songs  in  the  house 
of  my  pilgrimage. 

55.  I  have  thought  upon  thy  name,  O  Lord,  in 
the  night  season,  and  have  kept  thy  law. 

56.  This  I  had,*  because  I  kept  thy  command- 
ments. 

57.  Thou  art  my  portion,  O  Lord ;  I  have  pro- 
mised to  keep  thy  law. 

58.  I  made  my  humble  petition  in  thy  presence 
with  my  whole  heart :  O  be  merciful  unto  me 
according  to  thy  word. 

59.  I  called  mine  own  ways  to  remembrance,  and 
turned  my  feet  unto  thy  testimonies. 

60.  I  made  haste,  and  prolonged  not  the  time  to 
keep  thy  commandments. 


(9)  u  jjjjg  J  h:id,"  as  if  it   were   written, — "  This  ability  to  keep  thy  law,  was 
vouchsafed  to  ray  earnest  desire  to  do  so," 
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61.  The  congregations  of  the  ungodly  have  robbed 
me  ;  but  I  have  not  forgotten  thy  law.^" 

62.  At  midnight  I  will  rise  to  give  thanks  unto 
thee,  because  of  thy  righteous  judgments. 

63.  I  am  a  companion  of  all  them  that  fear  thee, 
and  keep  thy  commandments. 

64.  The  earth,  O  Lord,  is  full  of  thy  mercy ;  O 
teach  me  thy  statutes. 


apt  uft  prai?. 

O  gracious  God,  be  thou  our  portion  and  the 
lot  of  our  inheritance,  and  be  merciful  unto 
us,  whensoever  we  make  our  humble  petitions 
in  thy  presence.  Grant  that  in  all  our  troubles 
we  may  put  our  whole  trust  and  confidence  in 
thy  mercy,  and  derive  comfort  and  support 
from  thy  holy  word.  Give  us  repentant  hearts, 
and  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may  sorrow  for 
our  sins  with  a  godly  sorrow,  that  worketh 
amendment  of  life.  Make  us  companions  of 
all  them  that  fear  thee,  and  teach  us  to  shun 
fellowship  with  all  those  who  despise  thy  law, 
that  we  be  not  drawn  into  the  contagion  of 
vice,  but  may  be  preserved  holy  and  unblame- 
able,  until  the  appearing  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  liveth  and  reigneth 
with  thee,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  ever  world 
without  end.     Amen. 

('">  See  Phil.  iii.  (?,  and  Ileb.  x.  32  to  39. 


April.  ^        Jf iftfl  ©ap. 

August.        > 

December.   )     PSALM  CXIX. 


VORTIONS  NINTH  AND  TENTH. 


I  would  direct  your  attention  more  particu- 
larly to  the  67th,  71  st,  and  75th  verses.  To 
very  little  purpose  shall  we  have  studied  the 
Scriptures,  if  we  have  not  learned  that  affliction 
and  distress  are  designed  for  our  benefit :  to 
very  little  purpose  shall  we  have  lived,  if,  when 
such  visitations  have  befallen  us,  they  have  not 
served  to  bring  vis  nearer  and  nearer  unto  God 
—  to  wean  us  from  this  transitory  world  —  to 
remind  us  of  our  dependence  upon  our  heavenly 
Father.  But  hearken  unto  the  word  of  God 
itself;  first,  as  declared  in  the  Old  Testament, 
by  the  prophet  Amos,  iv.  9  to  12, — "  I  have 
smitten  you  with  blasting  and  mildew  ;  when 
your  gardens,  and  your  vineyards,  and  your 
fiff-trees,  and  vour  olive-trees  increased,  the 
palmer-worm  devoured  them  ;  yet  have  ye  not 
returned  to  me,  saith  the  Lord.  I  have  sent 
among  you  the  pestilence,  after  the  manner  of 
Egypt :  your  young  men  have  I  slain  with  the 
sword,  and  have  taken  away  your  horses  ;  and 
I  have  made  the  stink  of  your  camps  to  come 
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up  into  your  nostrils  ;  yet  have  ye  not  returned 
unto  me,  saith  the  Lord.  I  have  overthrown 
some  of  you,  as  God  overthrew  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah,  and  ye  were  as  a  fire-brand  plucked 
out  of  the  burning  ;  yet  have  ye  not  returned 
unto  me,  saith  the  Lord.  Therefore  thus  will 
I  do  unto  thee,  O  Israel ;  and  because  I  will 
do  this  unto  thee,  prepare  to  meet  thy  God, 
O  Israel." 

Next,  hear  St  Peter  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, (1  Peter,  i.  3  —  7)  "  Blessed  be  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
which,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath 
begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead,  to 
an  inheritance  incorruptible,  and  undefiled, 
and  that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven 
for  you,  who  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God 
through  faith  unto  salvation,  ready  to  be 
revealed  in  the  last  time  :  wherein  ye  greatly 
rejoice,  though  now  for  a  season,  if  need  be, 
ye  are  in  heaviness  through  manifold  tempta- 
tions ;  that  the  trial  of  your  faith,  being  much 
more  precious  than  of  gold  that  perisheth, 
though  it  be  tried  with  fire,  might  be  found 
unto  praise,  and  honour,  and  glory,  at  the 
appearing  of  Jesus  Christ."  And,  lastly,  in 
Revelation,  iii.  19,  we  read,  "As  many  as  I 
love,  I  rebuke  and  chasten  ;  be  zealous  there- 
fore, and  repent." 
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65.  O  Lord,  thou  hast  dealt  graciously  with  thy 
servant,  according  unto  thy  word. 

66.  O  learn  me  true  understanding  and  know- 
ledge ;  for  I  have  believed  thy  commandments. 

67-  Before  I  was  troubled  I  went  wrong ;  but 
now  have  I  kept  thy  word. 

68.  Thou  art  good  and  gracious  ;  O  teach  me  thy 
statutes. 

69.  The  proud  have  imagined  a  lie  against  me  ; 
but  I  will  keep  thy  commandments  with  my  whole 
heart." 

70.  Their  heart  is  as  fat  as  brawn  ;  but  my  delight 
hath  been  in  thy  law. 

71.  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  in  trouble, 
that  I  may  learn  thy  statutes. 

72.  The  law  of  thy  mouth  is  dearer  unto  me  than 
thousands  of  gold  and  silver. 

73.  Thy  hands  have  made  me  and  fashioned  me  ; 
O  give  me  understanding,  that  I  may  learn  thy 
commandments. 

74.  They  that  fear  thee  will  be  glad  when  they 
see  me ;  because  I  have  put  my  trust  in  thy  word. 

75.  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are 
right ;  and  that  thou  of  very  faithfulness  hast  caused 
me  to  he  troubled. 

76.  O  let  thy  merciful  kindness  be  my  comfort ; 
according  to  thy  word  unto  thy  servant. 

77.  O  let  thy  loving  mercies  come  unto  me,  that 
T  may  live  ;  for  thy  law  is  my  delight. 

78.  Let  the  proud  be   confounded,  for  they  go 


*'*'  The    icprnnclies  r>i  the  wicked  are  jimnng   the  tiiak    in  which    niir    faith    i-i 
siibjected. 
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Wickedly  about   to    destroy  me  ;*^  but   I    will   be 
occupied  in  thy  commandments. 

79.  Let  such  as  fear  thee,  and  have  known  thy 
testimonies,  be  turned  unto  me. 

80.  O  let  my  heart  be  sound  in  thy  statutes,  that 
I  be  not  ashamed. 


net  U0  ptat?» 

O  most  merciful  God,  and  loving  Father, 
who,  out  of  thy  great  kindness  towards  the 
children  of  men,  dost  at  times  visit  them  with 
afflictions  and  distress,  to  the  intent  that  they 
may  return  into  the  way  of  righteousness,  and 
that  thou  mayest  draw  them  nearer  unto  thy- 
self ;  grant  that  we  may  receive  these  thy 
fatherly  corrections  with  patience  and  submis- 
sion ;  and  that,  through  thy  grace,  we  may  be 
renewed  in  the  inner  man,  mortifying  all  our 
corrupt  inclinations,  and  daily  proceeding  in 
all  virtuous  and  godly  living  ;  till  at  length  we 
come  to  thy  heavenly  kingdom,  through  the 
merits  and  mediation  of  thy  dear  Son,  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


^"*  The  tenor  of  other  verses  in  tlie     Psahnist  was  not  an  expression  of  resent- 
Psalms  assures  us,  that  this  prayer  of  the     ful  feeling. 


April.         ^  ^iXtf)   ©aiJ. 

August.       > 

December.  J  FSALM  CXIX. 


PORTIONS  ELEVENTH  AND  TWELFTH. 


^trmonitton. 

Tlie  pious  soul  looks  to  God  for  comfort  in 
every  distress,  even  though  the  body  be  wasted 
away  with  sorrow.  The  eternity  of  Jehovah, 
and  the  unchangeableness  of  his  counsels, 
aiford  the  ground-work  whereon  faith  and 
expectation  may  rest.  Had  our  lot  been  cast 
in  days  of  religious  persecution,  we  might  have 
said,  "  When  wilt  thou  be  avenged  of  them 
that  persecute  me  ?"  and  we  should  have  found 
comfort  in  the  assurance  given  in  the  sixth 
chapter  of  Revelation,  at  the  ninth  verse,  that 
"  the  souls  of  them  that  were  slain  for  the 
word  of  God,  and  for  the  testimony  which 
they  held,"  were  admitted  to  rest  under  the 
altar  of  God. 

In  the  ninety-sixth  verse  of  this  Psalm,  the 
author  of  it  says,  "  I  have  seen  an  end  of  all 
perfection,  but  thy  commandment  is  exceeding 
broad."  Of  the  imperfection  and  instability  of 
all  things  in  this  world,  whether  of  strength, 
beauty,  learning,  or  honour,  experience  affords 
us  daily  proof.     But  where  is  the  end  or  boun- 
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dary  of"  the  Word  of  God  ?  how  quickening 
and  powerful  is  it  !  It  shall  stand  for  ever. 
Who  can  fathom  its  mysteries  ?  who  can  com- 
prehend the  extent  of  its  promises  ?  who  can 
measure  the  exceeding  greatness  of  God's  love 
to  man  ?  and,  alas  !  who  can  take  in  the  full 
extent  of  that  love  which  we  owe  to  God  ? 
The  knowledge,  howevei-,  of  one  thing  leadeth 
on  to  that  of  another  ;  and  by  continually 
studying  the  Word  of  God,  the  spiritual  mean- 
ing thereof  will  more  and  more  unfold  itself, 
and  the  traveller  towards  the  heavenly  Canaan, 
as  he  approaches  nearer  to  its  boundary,  will, 
like  Moses  of  old,  from  the  top  of  Pisgah,  be 
permitted  to  view,  with  the  eye  of  faith,  the 
fruitful  and  peaceful  land  which  lies  beyond 
the  stream  of  time. 


81.  My  soul  hath  longed  for  thy  salvation,  and  I 
have  a  good  hope,  because  of  thy  word. 

82.  Mine  eyes  long  sore  for  thy  word,  saying,  O 
when  wilt  thou  comfort  me  ? 

83.  For  I  am  become  like  a  bottle  in  the  smoke  ;^' 
yet  do  I  not  forget  thy  statutes. 

84.  How  many  are  the  days  of  thy  servant  ? 
when  wilt  thou  be  avenged  of  them  that  persecute 
me  ? 

85.  The  proud  have  digged  pits  for  me,  which  are 
not  after  thy  law. 


f^'*  The  meaning  is,  *'  I  am  become  like  a  Icalheni  brtttle,  whioli  lias  shrunk  hy  the 
action  of  heat." 


360  SIXTH  DAY. 


86.  All  thy  commandments  are  true  :  they  perse- 
cute me  falsely  ;  O  be  thou  my  help. 

87-  They  had  almost  made  an  end  of  me  upon 
earth  ;  but  I  forsook  not  thy  commandments. 

88.  O  quicken  me,  after  thy  loving-kindness  ; 
and  so  shall  I  keep  the  testimonies  of  thy  mouth. 

89.  O  Lord,  thy  Word  endureth  for  ever  in 
heaven. 

90.  Thy  truth  also  remaineth  from  one  generation 
to  another  ;  thou  hast  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
earth,  and  it  abideth. 

91.  They  continue  this  day  according  to  thine 
ordinance  ;  for  all  things  serve  thee. 

92.  If  my  delight  had  not  been  in  thy  law,  I 
should  have  perished  in  my  trouble. 

93.  I  will  never  forget  thy  commandments  ;  for 
with  them  thou  hast  quickened  me. 

94.  I  am  thine  ;  O  save  me,  for  I  have  sought  thy 
commandments. 

95.  The  ungodly  laid  wait  for  me,  to  destroy  me ; 
but  I  will  consider  thy  testimonies. 

96.  I  see  that  all  things  come  to  an  end  ;  but  thy 
commandment  is  exceeding  broad. 


net  U0  pvaV' 

Almighty  and  most  merciful  God,  who,  of 
thy  tender  love,  hast  allotted  to  us  farther  time 
for  repentance  and  preparation  for  death,  we 
adore  and  magnify  thy  glorious  Name,  humbly 
beseeching  thee  to  grant  us  the  help  of  thy 
grace,  that  we  may  no  longer  waste  our  time  in 
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ease  and  pleasure,  in  unprofitable  pursuits,  or 
in  vain  conversation,  but  may,  by  an  assiduous 
study  of  thy  Holy  Word,  by  constancy  and 
fervour  of  devotion,  by  moderation  and  tem- 
perance, by  justice  and  charity,  prepare  our- 
selves for  that  awful  account  which  thou  wilt 
one  day  require  from  us.  Make  us  a  clean 
heart,  O  God,  and  renew  a  right  spirit  within 
us,  that  we  may  form  good  resolutions  of 
amendment,  and  by  thy  grace  may  be  enabled 
to  persevere  in  them.  We  confess  that  we 
have  been  unprofitable  servants  ;  but  we  im- 
plore thy  pardon  and  forgiveness,  for  the  sake 
and  through  the  merits  of  thy  dear  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  to  whom,  with  thee  and  the 
Holy  Ghost,  be  all  honour  and  glory,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 


April.  f    ^tbCtltfi    ©ay. 

December,  f      PSALM  CXIX. 


PORTIONS  THIRTEENTH  AND  FOURTEENTH. 


aiimotitttoii. 

Words  cannot  express  the  love  which  a  pious 
mind    entertaineth    for  the  Scriptures.     They 
are  the  Epistle  of  God  to  mankind,  offering, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  reconciliation,  peace,  and   ' 
a  future  union  with  himself  in  glory  ;  declaring   ! 
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the  motives  why  we  should  love  him,  and  love 
each  other,  with  directions  how  to  shew  forth 
that  love,  which,  as  the  Apostle  saith,  is  the 
fulfilling  of  the  law.  Every  Christian  at  his 
baptism  doth  promise  and  vow  to  keep  God's 
commandments,  and,  at  his  confirmation,  doth 
ratify  that  vow.  This  is  as  much  as  if  he  had 
said  with  David,  "  I  am  sworn,  and  am  stead- 
fastly purposed,  to  keep  thy  righteous  judg- 
ments." It  is  true  that  the  inclination  of  the 
heart  to  God  is  the  work  of  God  in  us  ;  but 
man  is  nevertheless  said  to  perform  that  work 
when  he  listens  to  the  call  and  obeys  the 
motions  of  Divine  grace. 

97.  Lord,  what  love  have  I  unto  thy  law  !  all 
the  day  long  is  my  study  in  it. 

98.  Thou,  through  thy  commandments,  hast  made 
me  wiser  than  mine  enemies  ;  for  they  are  ever  with 
me. 

99.  I  have  more  understanding  than  my  teachers  ; 
for  thy  testimonies  are  my  study. 

100.  I  am  wiser  than  the  aged,  because  I  keep 
thy  commandments. 

101.  I  have  refrained  my  feet  from  every  evil 
way,  that  I  may  keep  thy  word." 

102.  I  have  not  shrunk  from  thy  judgments,  for 
thou  teachest  me. 

103.  O  how  sweet  are  thy  words  unto  my  throat, 
yea,  sweeter  than  honey  unto  my  mouth. 

<"'  Self-restraint  is  perpetually  necessary  to  enable  us  to  combat  the  evil  inclinations 
of  the  natural  heart. 
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104.  Through  thy  commandments  I  get  under- 
standing ;  therefore  I  hate  all  evil  ways. 

105.  Thy  word  is  a  lantern  unto  my  feet,  and  a 
light  unto  my  paths. 

106.  I  have  sworn,  and  am  steadfastly  purposed 
to  keep  thy  righteous  judginents. 

107-  I  am  troubled  above  measure  ;  quicken  me, 
O  Lord,  according  to  thy  word.*^ 

108.  Let  the  free-will  offerings  of  my  mouth 
please  thee,  O  Lord,  and  teach  me  thy  judgments. 

109.  My  soul  is  alway  in  my  hand,^®  yet  do  I 
not  forget  thy  law. 

110.  The  ungodly  have  laid  a  snare  for  me,  but 
yet  I  swerved  not  from  thy  commandments. 

111.  Thy  testimonies  have  I  claimed  as  mine 
heritage  for  ever  :  and  why  ?  they  are  the  very  joy 
of  my  heart. 

112.  I  have  applied  my  heart  to  fulfil  thy  statutes 
alway,  even  unto  the  end. 


net  U0  pxan. 

O  Sun  of  Righteousness,  who  hast  brought 
light  into  the  world  ;  who,  by  thy  Word  and 
example,  and  the  illumination  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  dost  point  out  to  us  the  way,  the  truth, 
and  the  life  :  O  let  thy  Spirit  lead  us,  thine 
example  guide  us,  thy  Word  teach  us,  that  so 
we  may  not  love  darkness  more  than  light,  but 

'"'  See  Heb.  xii.  5 — 13.  aiid  implies  a  continual  aense  of  danger. 

<"'  To  have  one's  soul  or  life  in  one's     1  Samuel,  xix.  5  - —  xxviii.  21  ;  Job,  xiii. 
hand,  is  a  phrase  often  used  in  Scripture,     1 4. 
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may  be  enabled  to  keep  thy  righteous  judg- 
ments, and  faithfully  to  perform  our  baptisinal 
vow.  Leave  not  our  souls  in  our  own  hands, 
but  keep  them  under  thy  protection  and 
government,  lest  we  swerve  from  thy  com- 
mandments :  and  grant  that,  applying  our 
heart  alway  to  fulfil  thy  statutes,  even  unto  the 
end,  we  may  possess  thy  law  as  our  portion 
and  inheritance  for  ever.  Hear  us,  O  blessed 
Jesus,  for  thy  Name  and  for  thy  mercy's  sake. 
Amen. 


April.  C      iStgijtt)   "Ba^, 

December.  C      PSALM  CXIX. 


PORTIONS  FIFTEENTH  AND  SIXTEENTH. 


^timonttton. 

If  we  desire  to  pursue  steadily  a  course  of 
honest  industry  and  integrity,  we  must  reso- 
lutely shun  the  society  of  idle  and  disorderly 
persons.  Let  no  man  place  confidence  in  his 
own  power  of  resisting  evil.  The  propensities 
of  the  human  heart  have  become  degenerate 
through  the  fall  of  Adam,  and  the  powers  of 
Satan  war  against  him.  It  is  through  God's 
Word  alone  that  we  can  be  established  in  a 
course  of  wisdom  —  through  his  support  alone 
can  we  find  safety.     But  we  must  fence  our- 
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selves  round  in  every  way  that  we  can.  We 
must  avoid  evil  company  ;  we  must  shut  out 
unprofitable  thoughts,  and  endeavour  to  pro- 
vide subjects  of  useful  meditation  for  those 
vacant  moments  which  are  spared  from  busi- 
ness, or  refreshment,  or  sleep.  This  we  should 
do  principally  from  the  inexhaustible  treasures 
of  God's  holy  Word,  and  partly  by  storing  the 
mind  with  such  knowledge  as  may  enable  us 
to  turn  our  industry  to  better  account. 

113.  I  hate  them  that  Imagine  evil  things,  but 
thy  law  do  I  love. 

114.  Thou  art  my  defence  and  shield,  and  my 
trust  is  in  thy  word. 

115.  Away  from  me,  ye  wicked  !  I  will  keep  the 
commandments  of  my  God. 

116.  O  establish  me  according  to  thy  word,  that 
I  may  live  ;  and  let  me  not  be  disappointed  of  my 
hope. 

117-  Hold  thou  me  up,  and  I  shall  be  safe  ;  yea, 
my  delight  shall  be  ever  in  thy  statutes. 

118.  Thou  hast  trodden  down  all  them  that 
depart  from  thy  statutes,  for  they  imagine  but 
deceit. 

119.  Thou  puttest  away  all  the  ungodly  of  the 
earth  like  dross  ;  therefore  I  love  thy  testimonies. 

120.  My  flesh  trembleth  for  fear  of  thee,  and  I 
am  afraid  of  thy  judgments. 

121.  I  deal  with  the  thing  that  is  lawful  and 
right :  O  give  me  not  over  unto  mine  oppressors. 

122.  Make  thou  thy  servant  to  delight  in  that 
which  is  good,  that  the  proud  do  me  no  wrong. 
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123.  Mine  eyes  are  wasted  away  with  looking 
for  thy  health,  and  for  the  word  of  thy  righteous- 
ness. 

124.  O  deal  with  thy  servant  according  unto  thy 
loving  mercy,  and  teach  me  thy  statutes. 

125.  I  am  thy  servant  :  O  grant  me  understand- 
ing, that  I  may  know  thy  testimonies. 

126.  It  is  time  for  thee,  Lord,  to  lay  to  thine 
hand ;  for  they  have  destroyed  thy  law." 

127.  For  I  love  thy  commandments  above  gold 
and  precious  stone. 

128.  Therefore  hold  I  strait  all  thy  command- 
ments, and  all  false  ways  I  utterly  abhor. 


O  God,  our  defence  and  shield,  thou  that 
treadest  down  all  them  that  depart  from  thy 
law,  and  puttest  away  the  ungodly  of  the  earth 
like  dross,  let  thy  mercies  hold  us  up,  that  we 
may  be  safe  from  sin  and  eternal  condemnation. 
Make  us  to  hate  all  evil  things,  all  corrupt 
imaginations,  that,  establishing  our  trust  in 
thee,  and  building  our  expectations  upon  thy 
mercy  and  promises  through  Christ  Jesus,  we 
may  not  be  disappointed  of  our  hope,  but  may 
live  with  thee  eternally  in  thy  glorious  king- 
dom, where  thou  livest  and  reignest  in  the 
unity  of  the  blessed  Trinity,  one  God,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 

<"'  There  is  a  certain  measure  of  ini-     duals  have  filled  up,  the  destroj'iiig  angel       I 
quity,  which,  w'^en  communities  nr  indivi-     comes  forth,  and  executes  his  commission. 


April.         ^        Hitttf)   33aB. 

August.       > 

December.  S      PSALM  CXIX. 


PORTIONS  SEVENTEEXTll  AND  EIGHTEENTH. 


^limontttoii. 

The  Scriptures  are  the  appointed  means  of 
enlightening  the  mind  with  true  and  saving 
knowledge ;  they  teach  us  what  we  were,  what 
we  are,  and  what  we  shall  be  ;  they  shew  us 
what  God  hath  done  for  us,  and  what  he 
expects  from  us  ;  they  warn  us  of  the  adver- 
saries we  have  to  contend  with,  and  teach  us 
how  to  contend  with  them  successfully  ;  they 
reveal  to  us  the  mercy  and  the  justice  of  God — 
the  joys  of  heaven,  and  the  pains  of  hell.  The 
righteousness  of  God  is  an  everlasting  righ- 
teousness. His  justice,  his  goodness,  his  faith- 
fulness, are  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever ;  and  what  though  spiritual  truths  are 
veiled  under  figurative  descriptions,  and  under 
parables,  yet  those  who  will  see  may  see,  for 
God  giveth  light  and  understanding  to  the 
simple,  and  knowledge  to  those  who,  in  an 
honest  and  true  heart,  seek  to  learn  wisdom, 
and  to  get  understanding. 
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129.  Thy  testimonies'*  are  wonderful,  therefore 
doth  my  soul  keep  them. 

130.  '^When  thy  word  goeth  forth,  it  giveth 
light  and  understanding  to  the  simple. 

131.  I  opened  my  mouth,  and  drew  in  my 
breath  ;  for  my  delight  was  in  thy  commandments. 

132.  O  look  thou  upon  me,  and  be  merciful  unto 
me,  as  thou  usest  to  do  unto  those  that  love  thy 
Name. 

133.  Order  my  steps  in  thy  word,  and  so  shall 
no  wickedness  have  dominion  over  me. 

134.  O  deliver  me  from  the  wrongful  dealings  of 
men,  and  so  shall  I  keep  thy  commandments. 

135.  Shew  the  light  of  thy  countenance  ujDon  thy 
servant,  and  teach  me  thy  statutes. 

136.  Mine  eyes  gush  out  with  water,  because 
men  keep  not  thy  law. 

137.  Righteous  art  thou,  O  Lord;  and  true  is  thy 
judgment. 

138.  The  testimonies  that  thou  hast  commanded 
are  exceeding  righteous  and  true. 

139.  My  zeal  hath  even  consumed  me,  because 
mine  enemies  have  forgotten  thy  words. 

140.  Thy  word  is  very  pure,  therefore  thy  ser- 
vant loveth  it."" 

141.  I  am  small,  and  of  no  reputation,  yet  do  I 
not  forget  thy  commandments. 

142.  Thy  righteousness  is  an  everlasting  righ- 
teousness, and  thy  law  is  the  truth. 

143.  Trouble  and  heaviness  have  taken  hold 
upon  me,  yet  is  my  delight  in  thy  commandments. 

<"'  See  note  on  the  second  verse  of  this        <"*  See  2  Cor.  iii.  15  to  18. 
psalm  as  to  the  sense  implied  by  tlie  woi-d         ''"'  He  who  lores  the  Word  of  God  will 
"  Testimonies,"  naturally  desire  to  be  conformed  to  it. 
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144.  The  righteousness  of  thy  testimonies  is  ever- 
lasting :  O  grant  me  understanding,  and  I  shall 
live. 

O  just  and  merciful  God,  shew  the  hght  of 
thy  countenance  upon  us  thy  servants,  and  let 
this  light  give  us  understanding  of  thy  law,  that 
our  hearts  may  be  disposed  to  obedience,  and 
that  all  our  thoughts,  words,  and  actions,  may 
be  rendered  acceptable  to  thee.  Give  us  awful 
thoughts  of  thy  divine  majesty,  of  thy  justice 
and  love  of  purity,  that  we  presume  not  wilfully 
to  run  into  temptation,  lest  wickedness  get  the 
dominion  over  us,  and  we  become  a  prey  to  the 
great  enemy  of  souls.  O  Lord,  hear  us,  and 
let  thy  grace  sustain  us,  for  the  sake,  and 
through  the  merits,  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


April. 

August. 

December. 


} 
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PORTIONS  NrNETEENTH  AND  TWENTIETH. 


^2rmonttton. 

The    Psalmist,   under   the    great   sufferings, 
privation,  and  persecution  which  he  underwent 


2  a 
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in  common  with  the  rest  of  God's  chosen 
people  during  their  captivity,  looks  for  comfort 
and  support,  as  David  had  done,  to  the  word 
of  God.  He  studied  it  with  his  whole  heart 
early  in  the  morning,  and  before  the  close  of 
the  night-watches.  He  studied  it  with  a  full 
determination  to  regulate  his  conduct  by  it  ; 
with  a  full  assurance  of  deriving  from  it  animat- 
ing and  encouraging  grace ;  and  with  faith 
unfeigned  in  the  promises  of  salvation  therein 
held  out.  Would  to  God  that  our  hearts  were 
so  inclined  to  his  testimonies,  that  we  could 
withdraw  our  thoughts  more  frequently  than 
we  do  from  worldly  business  ;  that  we  could 
find  delight  in  occupying  ourselves  with  scrip- 
tural study  ;  in  fortifying  ourselves  in  youth, 
against  the  portion  of  trouble  and  heaviness 
which,  in  after  life,  we  may  be  called  on  to 
endure,  and  in  seeking  after  that  joy  and  peace 
in  believing,  which  can  only  result  from  a  well 
founded  faith  in  the  mercies  of  God,  through 
Christ  Jesus. 


145.  I  call  with  my  whole  heart:  hear  me,  O 
Lord,  I  will  keep  thy  statutes. 

146.  Yea,  even  unto  thee  do  I  call ;  help  me,  and 
I  shall  keep  thy  testimonies. 

147.  Early  in  the  morning  do  I  cry  unto  thee; 
for  in  thy  word  is  my  trust. 

148.  Mine  eyes  prevent  the  night-watches,  that 
I  might  be  occupied  in  thy  words. 
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149.  Hear  my  voice,  O  Lord,  according  unto  thy 
loving-kindness  ;  quicken  me  according  as  thou  art 
wont. 

150.  They  draw  nigh  that  of  mahce  persecute 
me,  and  are  far  from  thy  law. 

151.  Be  thou  nigh  at  hand,  O  Lord,  for  all  thy 
commandments  are  true. 

152.  As  concerning  thy  testimonies,  I  have 
known  long  since,  that  thou  hast  grounded  them 
for  ever. 

153.  O  consider  mine  adversity,  and  deliver  me  ; 
for  I  do  not  forget  thy  law. 

154.  Avenge  thou  my  cause,  and  deliver  me; 
quicken  me  according  to  thy  word. 

155.  Salvation  is  far  from  the  ungodly,  for  they 
regard  not  thy  statutes. 

156.  Great  is  thy  mercy,  O  Lord  :  quicken  me  as 
thou  art  wont. 

157.  Many  there  be  that  trouble  me  and  perse- 
cute me,  yet  do  I  not  swerve  from  thy  testimonies. 

158.  It  grieveth  me  when  I  see  the  transgressors  ; 
because  they  keep  not  thy  law. 

159.  Consider,  O  Lord,  how  I  love  thy  com- 
mandments :  O  quicken  me  according  to  thy  loving- 
kindness. 

160.  Thy  word  is  true  from  everlasting,  and 
every  one  of  thy  righteous  judgments  endureth  for 
evermore. 


art  U0  iiray. 

Gracious  God,  who  hast   endowed  us  with 
immortal  souls,  grant  that  we  may  apply  our 
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most  serious  thouo;hts  to  work  out  our  salvation 


*& 


with  fear  and  trembling.  Enlighten  our  under- 
standings, that  we  may  see  the  wondrous  things 
of  thy  law :  rectify  our  wills,  that  we  may 
follow  that  which  is  good,  and  eschew  that 
which  is  evil.  Make  us  to  consider,  that  the 
praise  of  men  is  but  as  a  smoke,  Avhich  van- 
,  isheth  away  ;  so  that  in  all  our  thoughts,  words, 
and  actions,  we  may  have  respect  to  thy  favour 
only,  which  is  better  than  the  life  itself  Im- 
press upon  us,  O  God,  the  necessity  of  watch- 
fulness against  the  assaults  of  our  spiritual 
enemies  ;  and  do  thou,  O  God,  hold  up  our 
goings,  that  our  footsteps  slip  not ;  that  we  may 
have  grace  and  power  to  follow  the  good 
examples  of  such  as  have  departed  this  life  in 
thy  true  faith  and  fear,  and  may  be  made  with 
them  partakers  of  thine  everlasting  joy,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen, 


April.  ^     HBUitttltf)   WaV* 

December,    f      PSALM  CXIX. 


PORTIONS  TWENTY-FIRST  AND  TWEN TV-SECOND. 


When  David  could  have  taken  away  the  life 
of  Saul,  he   said  unto   his  men,   "  The  Lord 
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forbid  that  I  should  do  this  thing  unto  my 
master,  the  Lord's  anointed."  So  also  Joseph, 
when  greatly  tempted,  answered  and  said, 
"  How  shall  I  do  this  great  wickedness,  and  sin 
against  God  ?"  The  power  to  resist  temptation, 
to  overcome  when  tried,  which  results  from  a 
knowledge  and  love  of  God's  law,  and  which 
is  granted  only  to  those  who  study  it  with  their 
whole  heart,  may  well  be  compared  to  great 
spoils.  This  power  exemplifies  the  work  of 
God's  grace  within  us,  and  leads  to  that  peace 
— that  great  peace — which  the  Psalmist  repre- 
sents those  to  have  who  love  God's  law.  In 
the  breast  of  such  persons,  there  is  a  calm  amid 
the  storms  and  tempests  of  the  world  ;  they  are 
at  peace  with  God,  through  the  blood  of  recon- 
ciliation—  at  peace  with  themselves,  through 
the  answer  of  a  good  conscience — at  peace  with 
all  men,  through  the  spirit  of  charity.  The 
two  portions  of  this  psalm,  which  we  are  now 
about  to  read,  bring  us  to  the  close  of  it :  may 
God  grant,  that  this  exhortation  to  the  study 
of  his  holy  word,  may  not  fall  lifeless  on  our 
hearts  and  understandings,  but  may  produce 
in  each  of  us  an  ardent  thirst  for  the  waters  of 
eternal  life  ! 


161.  Princes  have  jiersecuted  me  without  a  cause ; 
but  my  heart  standeth  in  awe  of  thy  word. 

162.  I  am  as  glad  of  thy  word,   as   one  that 
findeth  great  spoils. 
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163.  As  for  lies,  T  hate  and  abhor  them  ;  but  thy 
law  do  I  love. 

164.  Seven  times  a-day  do  I  praise  thee  ;  because 
of  thy  righteous  judgments. 

165.  Great  is  the  peace  that  they  have  who  love 
thy  law,  and  nothing  shall  offend  them. 

166.  Lord,  I  have  looked  for  thy  saving  health, 
and  done  after  thy  commandments. 

167-  My  soul  hath  kept  thy  testimonies,  and 
loved  them  exceedingly. 

168.  I  have  kept  thy  commandments  and  testi- 
monies, for  all  my  ways  are  before  thee. 

169.  Let  my  complaint  come  before  thee,  O 
Lord  ;  give  me  understanding  according  to  thy 
word. 

170.  Let  my  supiDlication  come  before  thee  ; 
deliver  me  according  to  thy  word. 

171-  My  lips  shall  speak  of  thy  praise,  when 
thou  hast  taught  me  thy  statutes. 

172.  Yea,  my  tongue  shall  sing  of  thy  word  ;  for 
all  thy  commandments  are  righteous. 

173.  Let  thine  hand  help  me  ;  for  I  have  chosen 
thy  commandments.'* 

174.  I  have  longed  for  thy  saving  health,  O 
Lord  ;  and  in  thy  law  is  my  delight.^^ 

175.  O  let  my  soul  live,  and  it  shall  praise  thee  ; 
and  thy  judgments  shall  help  me. 

176.  I  have  gone  astray  like  a  sheep  that  is  lost : 
O  seek  thy  servant,  for  I  do  not  forget  thy  com- 


1 


ii 


mandments.* 

(«>)*  The   want  nf  a  determined  cluiicc,  *  Well  will  it  be  for  us  if  this  beaiitifiil 

leads  to  a  huUipg  profession.  psalm,  and  each  verse  of  it,  should  excite 

C"»)   This    ia    true    religion,    when    the  us  to  be  followers  of  him  who  evidently 

Lord    of  all   occupies    that  place   in  the  knew  so  much  of  the  heavenly  enjoyments 

heart  which  he  fills  in  the  universe.  of  religion.     I  know   of  no  part  of  the 
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act  tt0  pray,  r  r- 

O  Lord  God,  we  have  gone  astray  from  thy 
commandments,  like  lost  sheep  :  thou  art  our 
shepherd,  and  our  merciful  God.  O  seek  thy 
servants ;  let  thy  hand  lead  vis  ;  let  thy  care 
and  providence  guide  us  into  the  way  of  thy 
statutes,  that  we  being  delivered,  according  to 
thine  own  word,  from  thy  wrath,  and  from  our 
own  evil  imaginations  and  corruptions,  may  at 
last  be  satisfied  with  thy  saving  health,  and  our 
lips  may  speak  of  thy  praise,  in  the  assembly 
of  saints  and  angels,  singing  glorious  anthems 
to  all  eternity,  to  the  honour  of  thee,  O  Lord 
God  Almighty,  who  livest  and  reignest,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 

Holy    Scriptures,    remarks    a    profnund  influence  in  our  daily  walk   and  conver- 

diviue,  (Edwards,)  where  the  nature  and  sation, — a  touchstone  which  appears  espe- 

evidences  of  true   and  sincere  godliness  cially  needful  in  this  day  of  profession, — 

are  so  fully  and  largely  insisted  on  and  not  as  warranting  our  confidence  in  any 

delineated  as  in  the  119th  Psalm.     The  merits  save  in  those  of  the^Saviour,  or  as 

excellency  of  holiness   is  represented  as  constituting  in  any  measure  our  ground  of 

the  immediate  ohject  of  a  spiritual  taste  acceptance  with  God,  but  as  exciting  us 

and  delight.       God's  law, —  that   grand  to  "  give  diligence  to  make  our  caUing  and 

expression  and  emanation  of  the  holiness  election  sure,"  and  tending  to  quicken]our 

of    God's    nature,    and    prescription    of  sluggish  steps  in  the  path  of  self-denying 

holiness  to  the  creature,  is  all  along  set  obedience. 

forth  as  the  great  object  of  the  love,  the  Religion  will  flourish  or  decay,  as  It  is 
complacence,  and  the  rejoicing  of  the  oiir  duty  or  our  delight.  The  mind  in- 
gracious  nature  which  prizes  God's  com-  capable  of  continual  exertion  for  duty, 
mandments  above  gold  —  yea,  the  finest  readily  falls  in  with  that  in  which  it 
gold — and  to  which  they  are  sweeter  than  delights :  thus,  our  duties  become  our 
honey,  and  the  honeycomb.  privileges — Christ  being  their  source  and 
The    several   graces    of   the    Christian  life  ;  and  every  step  of  progress  is  progress 

system  delineated  in  this  psalm,  form  an  in  happiness Extracts  {?ritk  slight  ver- 

cxcellent  touchstone  of  the    sincerity   of  hat  alterations)  from  Bridge's  Esjtositiort 

our  profession,  by  marking  its  practical  of  the  ll9th  Psalm. 


April.         )       ^^tim  3Sa», 

August.       > 

December,  j  PSALMS  CXX.  &  CXXI. 


Admonition. 

The  Psalmist  begs  of  God  to  defend  him 
from  the  deceits  and  calumnies  of  the  wicked, 
among  whom  he  laments  that  it  is  his  lot  to 
live.  How  happy  is  that  man  whose  help 
cometh  from  the  Lord  !  Though  the  world 
frown  upon  him,  he  has  within  him  a  support 
and  a  light,  which  cheers  his  mind,  and  enables 
him  to  go  through  the  duties  of  his  station  in 
life.  He  knows  that  his  Defender  neither 
slumbers  nor  sleeps,  and  that,  after  a  life  spent 
in  his  service  on  earth,  he  shall  be  made  an 
inhabitant  of  the  heavenly  Jerusalem. 


PSALM  CXX. 

1.  When  I  was  in  trouble,  I  called  upon  the 
Lord,  and  he  heard  me. 

2.  Deliver  my  goul,  O  Lord,  from  lying  lips,  and 
from  a  deceitful  tongue. 

3.  What  reward  shall  he  given  or  done  inito 
thee,  thou  false  tongue  ?  Even  mighty  and  sharp 
arrows,  with  hot  burning  coals. ^ 

">  The  latter  part  of  the  verse  is,  as  it  were,  an  answer  to  the  question  rrnpoimded 
in  the  first  part  of  it. 
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4.  Wo  is  me,  that  I  am  constrained  to  dwell 
with  IVIesech,  and  to  have  my  habitation  among  the 
tents  of  Kedar  !^ 

5  &  6.  My  soul  hath  long  dwelt  among  them 
that  are  enemies  unto  peace.  I  labour  for  peace  ; 
but  when  I  speak  unto  them  thereof,  they  make 
them  ready  to  battle. 

PSALM  CXXI. 

1  &  2.  I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills  from 
whence  cometh  my  help.  My  help  cometh  even 
from  the  Lord,  who  hath  made  heaven  and  earth. 

3.  He  will  not  suffer  thy  foot  to  be  moved  ;  and 
he  that  keepeth  thee  will  not  sleep. 

4.  Behold,  he  that  keepeth  Israel  shall  neither 
slumber  nor  sleep. 

5  &  6.  The  Lord  himself  is  thy  keeper  ;  the  Lord 
is  thy  defence  upon  thy  right  hand  ;  so  that  the 
sun  shall  not  burn  thee  by  day,  neither  the  moon 
by  night. 

7.  The  Lord  shall  preserve  thee  from  all  evil ; 
yea,  it  is  even  he  that  shall  keep  thy  soul. 

8.  The  Lord  shall  preserve  thy  going  out,  and 
thy  coming  in,  from  this  time  forth  for  evermore. 


ilct  \i»  prat). 

O  Lord  God,  the  refuge  of  all  that  put  their 
trust  in  thee,  without  whom  nothing  is  strong, 

<•>  Mesech  was  the  son  of  Japhet ;  people  whom  he  compares  to  the  barba- 
Kedar  the  son  of  Ishmael.  The  Psalmist  reus  and  idolatrous  nations  descended  from 
laments  his  long   continuance   among   a    Japhet  and  Ishmael. 
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nothing  is  holy,  have  mercy  upon  us,  thine 
unworthy  servants,  who  hve  in  the  midst  of  a 
crooked  and  perverse  generation  ;  and  keep  us, 
we  beseech  thee,  from  the  tyranny  of  ungodly 
men,  that  we  be  not  ensnared  by  evil  conver- 
sation, nor  led  astray  from  the  paths  of  peace 
and  godliness.  Purify  our  hearts  through  the 
sanctifying  influence  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that, 
in  all  our  thoughts,  words,  and  actions,  we  may 
ever  seek  thy  honour  and  glory.  Let  charity 
vmfeigned  reign  through  our  mortal  frame,  ele- 
vating our  minds  to  thee,  the  Author  of  all 
good,  whose  mercy  extendeth  over  all  thy 
works.  Put  away  from  us  all  anger,  clamour, 
and  evil  speaking,  and  make  us  kindly  alFec- 
tioned  one  to  another  ;  and  as,  by  thy  special 
grace  preventing  us,  thou  dost  put  into  our 
minds  good  desires,  gi*ant  that,  by  thy  continual 
help,  we  may  bring  the  same  to  good  effect, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


April.  "^ 
August.  > 
December.  J 


EftivUtntf)  Bap. 

PSALM  CXXII. 


This  psalm  expresses  the  joy  with  which  the 
tribes  of  Israel  assembled  themselves  to  acknow- 
ledge the  mercies  of  God.     The  Psalmist,  full 
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of  love  for  that  city  which  contained  the  ark  of 
the  covenant,  puts  forth  a  prayer  for  its  peace 
and  prosperity, — a  prayer  which  may  have  had 
reference  partly  to  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  his  country  generally,  but  principally  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Church.  Happy  will  it  be  for 
this  nation  when  the  period  arrives  that  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  will  be  the  bond 
of  peace,  when  all  bitter  contentions  and  ani- 
mosities shall  cease,  and  when  the  Church  on 
earth  shall  become  a  lively  portrait  of  that 
heavenly  Jerusalem  which  is  prepared  for  them 
that  love  one  another  as  joint  heirs  with  Christ, 
where,  with  one  heart  and  one  voice,  they  shall 
ascribe  salvation,  and  honour,  and  glory,  to 
God  and  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  evei*. 

1  &  2.  I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  We 
will  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  ;  our  feet  shall 
stand  in  thy  gates,  O  Jerusalem. 

3  &  4.  Jerusalem  is  built  as  a  city  that  is  at 
unity  in  itself :  for  thither  the  tribes  go  up,  even 
the  tribes  of  the  Lord,  to  testify  unto  Israel,  to  give 
thanks  unto  the  Name  of  the  Lord. 

5.  For  there  is  the  seat  of  judgment,  even  the  seat 
of  the  house  of  David. 

6.  O  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem  ;  they  shall 
prosper  that  love  thee. 

7.  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  plenteousness 
within  thy  palaces. 

8.  For  my  brethren  and  companions'  sakes.  I  will 
wish  thee  prosperity. 
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9.  Yea,  because  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God, 


I  will  seek  to  do  thee  good.^ 


O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  let  thy  continual 
pity  cleanse  and  defend  thy  Church,  and  pre- 
serve all  its  members  from  heresy  and  schism. 


*  Theodore  Zuinger,  when  he  lay  on  his  death-bed,  took  his  leave  of  the  world 
in  a  paraphrase  on  the  foregoing  psalm.  It  may  servo  as  a  finished  specimen  of  the 
noble  and  exalted  use  wliich  a  Christian  may  and  ought  to  make  of  the  Psalms. 


What  joy,  wliile  thus  I  view  the  day, 
That  warns  my  thirsting  soul  away  ! 

"\pMiat  transports  fill  my  breast ! 
For,  lo  !  the  great  Redeemer's  power 
Unfolds  the  everlasting  door, 

And  leads  me  to  Iiis  rest ! 


Great  Salem's  King,  who  bids  each  stata 
On  her  decrees  dependent  wait ; 

In  her,  ere  time  begun. 
High  on  eternal  base  uprear'd, 
His  hands  the  regal  seat  prepared. 

For  Jesse's  favour'd  Son. 


The  festal  mom,  my  God,  is  come. 
That  calls  me  to  the  hallow'd  dome, 

Thy  presence  to  adore  : 
My  feet  the  summons  shall  attend. 
With  willing  steps  thy  courts  ascend, 

And  tread  th'  etherial  floor. 


Even  now  to  my  expecting  eyes 

The  heaven-built  towers  of  Salem  rise ; 

Even  now,  with  glad  survey, 
I  view  her  mansions  that  contain 
Th'  angelic  forms —  an  awful  train  !  — 

And  shine  with  cloudless  day. 

IT. 

Hither,  from  earth's  remotest  end, 
Lo  !  the  redeera'd  of  God  ascend  — 

Their  tribute  hither  bring  ! 
Here,  crown'd  with  everlasting  joy, 
In  hymns  of  praise  their  tongues  employ. 

And  hail  th'  immortal  King. 


Mother  of  cities !  o'er  thy  head, 

See  Peace,  with  healing  wings  outspread, 

DeUghted,  fix  her  stay. 
How  bless'd  who  calls  himself  thy  friend  I 
•Success  his  labours  shall  attend, 

And  safely  guard  his  way. 

Thy  walls,  remote  from  Iiostile  fear, 
Nor  the  loud  voice  of  tumult  hear, 

Nor  war's  wild  wastes  deplore. 
There  smiling  Plenty  takes  her  stand, 
And  in  thy  courts,  with  lavish  hand. 

Has  pour'd  forth  all  her  store. 


Let  me,  bless'd  seat,  my  name  behold 
Among  thy  citizens  enroll'd  ! 

In  tbcc  for  ever  dwell ! 
Let  Charity  my  steps  attend, 
My  sole  companion  and  my  friend, 

And,  Faith  and  Hope,  farewell  I 
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Suffer  us  not,  O  God,  to  be  tossed  about  with 
various  winds  of  doctrine,  but  grant  that,  trust- 
ing to  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  the  certain  rule 
of  faith,  we  may,  under  the  blessed  influence 
of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  so  read,  mark,  learn,  and 
inwardly  digest  them,  that  we  may  embrace, 
and  even  hold  fast  the  hope  of  eternal  life, 
which  thou  hast  given  us  through  Jesus  Christ. 
Take  from  us,  O  God,  all  hardness  of  heart, 
that  we  may  receive  with  meekness  the 
ingrafted  word,  which  is  able  to  save  our  souls. 
Teach  us  to  do  good  unto  all  men,  by  spreading 
thy  Gospel,  that  thy  ways  may  be  known  upon 
earth,  thy  saving  health  unto  all  nations.  Let 
thy  love  to  us,  O  blessed  Jesus,  become  the 
pattern  of  our  love  to  our  fellow-creatures,  that 
we  may  think  nothing  too  dear  to  part  with, 
so  that  we  may  promote  their  eternal  welfare. 
Thou  hast  redeemed  us  with  an  inestimable 
price  ;  thou  hast  given  us  the  means  of  grace 
and  the  hope  of  glory.  Make  us,  O  God,  duly 
thankful  for  all  thy  mercies,  and  grant  that  we 
may  shew  forth  thy  praise,  not  only  with  our 
lips,  but  in  our  lives,  by  giving  up  cheerfully 
to  thy  service  that  which  thou  hast  put  under 
our  charge,  and  by  walking  before  thee  in  holi- 
ness and  righteousness  all  our  days.  And  this 
we  humbly  beg,  for  the  sake  and  through  the 
merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  blessed  Lord  and 
Saviour.     Amen. 


April.         ^   ,ifOnvUtrttf)   ©ag. 

August.       > 

Decembek.J  psalms  CXXIII.  CXXIV.  &  CXXV. 


The  first  of"  these  psahns  contains  a  prayer 
for  deUverance  from  that  reproach  and  con- 
tempt which  infidelity  and  sensuahty  are  wont 
to  pour  upon  tlie  servants  of  God.  Under 
such  sufferings,  nothing  can  support  us  but  the 
influence  of  God's  Holy  Spirit. 

The  great  lesson  which  the  124th  psalm 
inculcates  is,  that  for  every  deliverance,  whether 
of  a  temporal  or  spiritual  natvu'e,  we  should 
ascribe  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  God.  We 
are  to  recollect  that  the  Church  of  God  has,  in 
every  age,  been  opposed  by  multitudes  of 
powerful  enemies,  and  that  fierce  persecutions 
and  cruel  massacres  have  stained  the  Christian 
annals.  But  our  help  standeth  in  the  Name  of 
the  Lord  ;  and  so  long  as  our  trust  in  God  is 
accompanied  by  faith  unfeigned  in  the  Saviour's 
merits,  by  purity  of  heart,  and  by  fervency  of 
charity — so  long,  and  no  longer,  may  we  con- 
fide in  his  merciful  protection. 

In  reading  the  125th  psalm,  let  us  call  to 
mind  the  fate  of  Jerusalem,  and  remember, 
that,  because  of  unbelief,  that  divine  presence, 
which  was  her  bulwark,  was  withdrawn  ;  and 


PSALMS  CXXIII.  CXXIV.  CXXV. 


383 


that  to  us,  as  to  the  Jews  of  old,  the  promises 
are  conditional — we  stand  by  faith. 


PSALM  cxxin. 

1.  Unto  thee  lift  I  up  mine  eyes,  O  thou  that 
dwellest  in  the  heavens. 

2.  Behold,  even  as  the  eyes  of  the  servants  look 
unto  the  hand  of  their  masters,  and  as  the  eves  of 
a  maiden  unto  the  hand  of  her  mistress,  even  so  our 
eyes  wait  upon  the  Lord  our  God,  until  he  have 
mercy  upon  us. 

3.  Have  mercy  upon  us,  O  Lord,  have  mercy 
upon  us  ;  for  we  are  utterly  despised. 

4.  Our  soul  is  filled  with  the  scornful  reproof  of 
the  wealthy,  and  with  the  despitefulness  of  the 
proud.^ 

PSALM  CXXIV. 

1  &  2.  If  the  Lord  himself  had  not  been  on  our 
side,  now  may  Israel  say  ;  if  the  Lord  himself  had 
not  been  on  our  side,  when  men  rose  up  against  us, 
they  had  swallowed  us  up  quick,  when  they  were 
so  wrathfully  displeased  at  us. 

3,  4,  &  5.  Yea,  the  waters  had  drowned  us,  and 
the  stream  had  gone  over  our  soul ;  the  deej?  waters 
of  the  proud  had  gone  even  over  our  soul  :  but 
praised  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  given  us  over  for 
a  prey  unto  their  teeth. 

6.  Our  soul  is  escaped,  even  as  a  bird  out  of  the 
snare  of  the  fowler  :  the  snare  is  broken,  and  we  are 
delivered. 

1- "'  Despitefulness,  or  contempt. 
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7.  Our  help  standeth  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord, 
who  hath  made  heaven  and  earth. 


PSALM  CXXV. 

1.  They  that  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  be  as  Mount 
Sion,  which  cannot  be  removed,  but  abideth  for 
ever. 

2.  As  the  mountains  are  round  about  Jerusalem, 
so  the  Lord  is  round  about  his  people,  from  hence- 
forth, even  for  ever. 

3.  For  the  rod^  of  the  wicked  shall  not  rest  upon 
the  lot  of  the  righteous,  lest  the  righteous  put  forth 
their  hands  unto  iniquity. 

4.  Do  good,  O  Lord,  unto  those  that  be  good, 
and  to  them  that  are  upright  in  their  hearts.^ 

5.  As  for  such  as  turn  aside  unto  their  crooked 
ways,  the  Lord  shall  lead  them  forth  with  the 
workers  of  iniquity  ;  but  peace  shall  be  upon  Israel. 


net  U0  ptav* 

O  Lord  God,  who  dwellest  in  the  highest 
heavens,  and  yet  vouchsafest  to  behold  thy 
creatures  here  upon  earth,  have  mercy  upon 
us,  and  in  all  our  dangers  and  necessities, 
stretch  forth  the  right  hand  of  thy  power  to 
save  and  defend  us.  Thou  art  our  Lord  and 
Master  ;  we  are  thy  servants.     Our  eyes  wait 

(0  "  Rod"  here  means  power.  God's  dispensations,  but,  belie\Tng  every 

'*'  The  good  and  upright  in  heart  are  thing  to  be  best  whicli  he  ordains,  adhere 

they  who  stand  steady  in  every  change  of  to  him,  with  a  will  conformed  to  his,  in 

circumstances  —  who    complain    not    of  adversity,  no  less  than  in  prosperity. 
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upon  thee,  till  thou  have  mercy  upon  us.  Let 
us  not  be  ashamed  of  our  hope,  nor  unfaithful 
of  our  service,  nor  distrustful  of  thy  provi- 
dence ;  but  make  us  diligent  labourers  in  our 
calling,  good  stewards  of  our  talents,  and  faith- 
ful in  all  thy  house  ;  that  we,  first  serving  thee 
on  earth,  may  at  last  sit  down  with  thee  in  thy 
kingdom,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


April.  ")  ^itUcntf)   ©ffg. 

August.        > 

December.  J     PSALM  CXXVL 


azimonttton. 

This  psalm  refers  to  the  time  when  Cyrus, 
King  of  Persia,  sent  forth  the  decree  permitting 
the  captive  Jews  to  return  from  Babylon  to 
their  own  land.  It  had  been  foretold  of  Cyrus 
by  the  prophet  Isaiah,  two  hundred  years 
before  his  birth,  that  he  should  be  stirred  up 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  send  forth  this 
decree.  Well,  therefore,  did  the  Psalmist 
ascribe  their  release  to  the  mercy  of  God. 
The  fatigue  of  the  journey,  and  the  toils  and 
perils  that  awaited  them  on  their  return,  might 
have  occasioned  despondency  in  some  ;  but 
thpy    were    comforted    and    sustained    by    the 


2b 
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assurance  of  subsequent  happiness.  And  we 
Christians  may  here  behold  an  emblem  of  our 
present  toil,  and  future  reward  laid  up  for 
those  who,  by  patient  continuance  in  well- 
doing, seek  for  honour,  and  glory,  and  immor- 
tality in  the  life  which  is  to  come. 

1.  When  the  Lord  turned  again  the  captivity  of 
Sion,  then  were  we  like  unto  them  that  dream.* 

2.  Then  was  our  mouth  filled  with  laughter,  and 
our  tongue  with  joy. 

3.  Then  said  they  among  the  heathen,  The  Lord 
hath  done  gTeat  things  for  them. 

4.  Yea,  the  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us 
already,  whereof  we  rejoice. 

5.  Turn  our  captivity,  O  Lord,  as  the  rivers  in 
the  south.^ 

6.  They  that  sow  in  tears,  shall  reap  in  joy. 

7.  He  that  now  goeth  on  his  way  weeping,  and 
beareth  forth  good  seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again 
with  joy,  and  bring  his  sheaves  with  him. 


O  Lord  God,  who  hast  promised  salvation 
to  thy  people,  and  hast  done  great  things  for 
us  already,  deliver  us  from  the  captivity  and 
misery  of  sin  ;  fill  our  hearts  with  holy  sorrow 
and  contrition  whenever  we  trespass  against 
thee  ;   and  teach   us   so  to  deny  ourselves,  to 

<"  See  Jeremiah,  xxx.  and  xxxi.  "'  As   rivers    which  are    dried    up   in 

summer,  but  flow  in  torrents  after  rain. 
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mortify  our  affections,  to  crucify  our  lusts,  and 
all  the  temptations  of  the  flesh,  that  if  it  shall 
be  thy  pleasure  that  we  now  go  on  our  way 
mourning  and  weeping,  we  may  possess  our 
souls  in  patience ;  that  so,  when  thy  great  har- 
vest shall  come,  and  thy  reapers,  the  angels, 
shall  separate  the  wheat  from  the  tares,  we 
may  come  before  thee  with  joy,  and  bring  our 
sheaves  with  us,  to  be  laid  up  in  the  heavenly 
garner,  and  thus  may  escape  the  everlasting- 
burning  of  the  worthless  chaff,  through  the 
mercies  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


April.         ^        ^ixtttnttf    WaVi* 

August.       > 

December.  J  PSALMS  CXXVII.  &  CXXVIII. 


^tfmonition* 

The  first  of  these  psalms  was  probably  com- 
posed shortly  before  the  building  of  the  Temple 
by  Solomon.  The  latter  psalm  was  sung  at 
the  marriage  festival  of  the  Israelites.  The 
success  of  all  our  labours,  the  issue  of  all  our 
proceedings,  depends  upon  God's  providence  ; 
and  a  reliance  upon  him  giveth  quietness  and 
assurance  to  the  person  who  might  otherwise 
be  overwhelmed  by  anxiety  and  worldly  care. 
Those    who    are   parents    will    feel    that    their 
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happiness  mainly  depends  upon  tiie  duty  and 
affection  of  their  children.  Let  them  then  be 
careful  to  train  them  up  in  the  way  in  which 
thev  should  go,  looking  for  a  blessing  to  him 
who  giveth  wisdom  and  understanding  to  the 
simple,  and  saying  to  the  objects  of  his  affec- 
tion, Blessed  are  all  they  that  fear  the  Lord, 
and  walk  in  his  ways. 

PSALM  CXXVII. 

1.  Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labour 
in  vain  that  build  it :  except  the  Lord  keep  the  city, 
the  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain. 

2.  It  is  vain  for  you  to  rise  up  early,  to  sit  up 
late,  to  eat  the  bread  of  sorrows  ;  for  so^  he  giveth 
his  beloved  sleep. 

3.  Lo,  children  are  an  heritage  of  the  Lord,  and 
the  fruit  of  the  womb  is  his  reward. 

4.  As  arrows  are  in  the  hand  of  a  mighty  man, 
so  are  children  of  the  youth. 

5.  Happy  is  the  man  that  hath  his  quiver  full  of 
them  :  they  shall  not  be  ashamed ;  but  they  shall 
speak  with  the  enemies  in  the  gate.^ 

PSALM  CXXVIIL 

1.  Blessad  are  all  they  that  fear  the  Lord,  and 
walk  in  his  ways. 

2.  For  thou  shalt  eat  the  labours  of  thine  hands  : 
O  well  is  thee,  and  happy  shalt  thou  be. 

<"  Instead  nf  the  word  "  so,"  we  may     i!i-eu  standing  forth  in   defence  of  their 

read  "  surely.*'  parents,  so  also  in  the  multitude  of  true 

'"^    ^  o  it  is  a  fflorious  sight  to  see  chil-     believers  consists  tlie  riches  of  the  Church. 


Il 


II 
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3  &  4.  Thy  wife  shall  be  as  the  fruitful  vine 
upon  the  walls  of  thine  house  ;  thy  children  like  the 
olive  branches  round  about  thy  table. 

5.  Lo !  thus  shall  the  man  be  blessed  that  feareth 
the  Lord. 

6.  The  Lord  from  out  of  Sion  shall  so  bless  thee, 
that  thou  shalt  see  Jerusalem  in  prosperity  all  thy 
life  long ; 

7.  Yea,  that  thou  shalt  see  thy  children's  children, 
and  peace  upon  Israel. 


O  Lord  our  God,  without  whose  blessing  all 
our  endeavours  are  nothing  worth,  and  our 
possessions  are  unstable  and  unsatisfactory,  let 
thy  blessing  be  upon  our  labours  and  our  sub- 
stance, on  our  children  and  on  our  dwelling, 
that  the  good  things  of  this  life  may  be  re- 
garded as  an  heritage  and  gift  from  thy  boun- 
teous providence,  and  may  be  used  under  an 
awful  sense  of  the  great  account  we  shall  one 
day  have  to  give.  Grant,  O  Lord,  that  they 
may  minister  unto  us,  not  condemnation,  but 
mercy,  and  that,  feeling  the  comforts  of  thy 
goodness  to  us  here,  we  may  be  stirred  up  to 
greater  desires  after  the  blessings  of  eternity. 
Shower  down  upon  those  who  are  near  and 
dear  to  us  thy  heavenly  benediction  ;  endue 
them  with  thy  Holy  Spirit ;  graft  in  their  hearts 
the  love   of  thy  Name  ;   mortify   in  them   all 
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corrupt  and  carnal  affections  ;  and  let  all  things 
appertaining  to  the  Spirit  live  and  grow  in 
them,  till  they  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the 
faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God, 
unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness 
of  Christ.  And  grant,  O  heavenly  Father,  that, 
this  short  life  ended,  we  may  all  be  made  par- 
takers of  everlasting  glory,  for  the  sake  and 
through   the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 


Amen. 


April.  1  ^CtitnUtttttf  3iaU» 

August.        V 

December,  j  PSALMS  CXXIX.  CXXX.  &  CXXXL 


^limonttton. 

In  the  former  part  of  the  129th  Psalm,  the 
Church,  imder  the  name  of  Israel,  declares 
herself  to  have  been  often  assailed  and  perse- 
cuted by  her  enemies  :  and  to  have  been  as 
often  preserved  by  Almighty  power.  Between 
Christ  and  the  Church,  a  union  subsists,  like 
that  between  the  head  and  the  members  of  the 
same  body  :  they  are,  therefore,  called  by  the 
same  name,  Israel  ;  and  what  is  said  concerning 
the  one,  frequently  admits  of  an  application  to 
the  other. 

The  language  of  the  130th  and  131st  Psalms 


PSALMS  CXXIX.  CXXX.  CXXXI.  391 

needs  no  explanation  ;  the  sentiments  of  them 
need  but  to  be  felt :  humiliation,  sorrow  for  sin, 
and  faith  in  the  pardoning  mercies  of  God, 
through  Jesus  Christ, — these  are  the  sentiments 
of  genuine  repentance,  of  change  of  heart,  of 
turning  unto  God.  To  those  who  feel  them 
with  sincerity  and  truth,  may  be  addressed  the 
words  of  St  John,  —  "  If  any  man  sin,  we  have 
an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous,  and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our 
sms. 


PSALM   CXXIX. 

1  &  2.  Many  a  time  have  they  fought  against 
me,  from  my  youth  up,  may  Israel  now  say ;  yea, 
many  a  time  have  they  vexed  me,  from  my  youth 
up  ;  but  they  have  not  prevailed  against  me.^ 

3  &  4.  The  plowers  plowed'^  upon  my  back,  and 
made  long  furrows  ;  but  the  righteous  Lord  hath 
hewn  the  snares  of  the  ungodly  in  pieces. 

5  &  6.  ^Let  them  be  confounded  and  turned  back- 
ward, as  many  as  have  evil  will  at  Sion  ;  let  them 
be  even  as  the  grass  growing  upon  the  housetops, 
which  withereth  afore  it  be  plucked  up  ; 


**'  From  the  earliest  ages  of  Christi-  that  of  her  enemies  hath  no  foundation : 
anity,  the  Church  hath  been  subject  to  while  the  Church  subsisteth  from  genera- 
persecution,  tion  to  generation,  the  empires  that  have 

<*'  The  word  translated  "  plowed,"  also  persecuted   her   have   faded   away,    like 

applies  to  cutting  or  scourging.  worthless  gras.s,  which  to-day  is,  and  to- 

t'*   While  the  felicity  of  Zion's    chil-  morrow  is  cast  into  the  oven, 
dren   is  rooted  and  groimded  in  Christ, 
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7.  Whereof  the  mower  filleth  not  his  hand, 
neither  he  that  bindeth  up  the  sheaves  his  bosom. 

8.  Neither  do  they  which  go  by  say,  "  The 
blessing  of  the  Lord  be  upon  you ;  we  bless  you  in 
the  Name  of  the  Lord." 


FSALM  CXXX. 

1.  Out  of  the  deep  have  I  called  unto  thee,  O 
Lord  ;  Lord,  hear  my  voice. 

2.  O  let  thine  ears  consider  well  the  voice  of  my 
complaint. 

3.  If  thou,  Lord,  will  be  extreme  to  mark  what 
is  done  amiss,  O  Lord,  who  may  abide  it  ? 

4.  For  there  is  mercy  with  thee,  thei'efore  shalt 
thou  be  feared. 

5.  I  look  for  the  Lord ;  my  sovil  doth  wait  for 
him  ;  in  his  word  is  my  trust. 

6.  My  soul  fleeth  unto  the  Lord  before  the  morn- 
ing watch  ;  I  say,  before  the  morning  watch. 

7.  O  Israel,  trust  in  the  Lord  ;  for  with  the  Lord 
there  is  mercy,  and  with  him  is  plenteous  redemp- 
tion. 

8.  And  he  shall  redeem  Israel  from  all  his  sins. 


PSALM  CXXXI. 

1.  Lord,  I  am  not  high  minded  ;  T  have  no  proud 
looks. 

2  &  3.  I  do  not  exercise  myself  in  great  matters 
which  are  too  high  for  me  ;  but  I  refrain  my  soul 
and  keep  it  low,  like  as  a  child  that  is  weaned  from 
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his   mother ;    yea,    my  soul    is  even   as  a  weaned 
child. 

4.  O  Israel,  trust  in  the  Lord,  from  this  time  forth, 
for  evermore. 


O  Lord  God,  unto  whom  vengeance  belong- 
eth,  with  whom  also  is  mercy,  and  plenteous 
redemption,  be  not  extreme,  we  beseech  thee, 
to  mark  what  is  done  amiss  ;  for  it  is  impossible 
that  man  can  abide  the  severity  of  thy  wrath. 
Enter  not  then  into  judgment  with  thy  servants, 
O  Lord  ;  but  pardon,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ,  our  past  sins,  and  enable  us  to  walk, 
for  the  future,  more  worthy  of  our  Christian 
calling.  Take  from  us  all  pride  of  heart,  and 
awaken  us  from  the  lethargy  of  spiritual  sloth, 
that  we  be  not  puffed  up  with  false  conceits, 
nor  neglectful  of  those  great  duties  thou  hast 
enjoined  us  to  perform  ;  but  that,  joining 
humility  of  spirit  with  zeal  in  thy  service,  we 
may  shew  forth  our  faith  by  our  works  ;  and 
may,  at  the  last  day,  receive  that  blessing  which 
thou  hast  promised  us,  through  thy  well 
beloved  Son  ;  to  whom,  with  thee  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  all  honour  and  glory,  world  without 
end.      Amen. 


April.  ^  iSiStJteetttti  ©«». 

August.       V 

December.   )     PSALM  CXXXII. 


This  is  one  of  the  proper  Psahns  appointed 
for  Christmas  day.  It  contains  a  petition,  that 
God  would  be  mindful  of  the  zeal  shewn  by 
his  servant  David,  in  preparing  a  resting-place 
for  the  ark  of  the  covenant ;  and  well  it  becomes 
the  people  of  Christ  to  be  zealous,  not  only  in 
all  matters  which  conduce  to  the  worship  of 
Almighty  God,  but  also  in  the  building  up 
within  themselves  that  spiritual  edifice  which 
resteth  upon  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  Let  us 
pray,  that  the  ministers  of  our  Church  may  be 
clothed  with  righteousness ;  that  they  may, 
both  by  their  life  and  doctrine,  set  forth  God's 
true  and  lively  word,  and  rightly  and  duly 
administer  his  holy  sacraments.  The  promises 
of  God  to  us  are  made  conditional,  so  that  our 
interest  in  them  depends  on  our  faith,  our 
obedience,  our  charity,  and  newness  of  life  ; 
and  it  behoves  vxs  to  remember  what  St  Paul 
saith  to  the  Romans,  —  "  Behold  the  goodness 
and  severity  of  God ;  on  them  which  fell 
severity,  but  towards  thee  goodness,  if  thou 
continue  in  that  goodness  ;  otherwise  thou  also 
shalt  be  cut  off." 
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I  &  2.  Lord,  remember  David,  and  all  his  trouble  ; 
how  he  sware  mito  the  Lord,  and  vowed  a  vow 
unto  the  Almighty  God  of  Jacob, — 

3,  4,  &  5.  I  will  not  come  within  the  tabernacle 
of  mine  house,  nor  climb  up  into  my  bed  ;  I  will 
not  suffer  mine  eyes  to  sleep,  nor  mine  eye-lids  to 
slumber ;  neither  the  temples  of  my  head  to  take 
any  rest,  until  I  find  out  a  place  for  the  temple  of 
the  Lord,  an  habitation  for  the  mighty  God  of 
Jacob.* 

6.  Lo  !  we  heard  of  the  same  at  Ephrata,  and 
found  it  in  the  wood. 

7.  We  will  go  into  his  tabernacle,  and  fall  low  on 
our  knees  before  his  footstool. 

8  &  9.  Arise,  O  Lord,  into  thy  resting-place ; 
thou,  and  the  ark  of  thy  strength  ;  let  thy  priests  be 
clothed  with  righteousness,  and  let  thy  saints  sing 
with  joyfiilness. 

10.  For  thy  servant  David's  sake,  turn  not  away 
the  pi-esence  of  thine  Anointed. 

II  &  12.  The  Lord  hath  made  a  faithful  oath 
unto  David,  and  he  shall  not  shrink  from  it.  Of 
the  fruit  of  thy  body  shall  I  set  upon  thy  seat.^ 

13.  If  thy  children  will  keep  my  covenant,  and 
my  testimonies,  that  I  shall  learn  them,  their 
chikben  also  shall  sit  upon  thy  seat  for  evermore. 

14.  For  the  Lord  hath  chosen  Sion  to  be  an 
habitation  for  himself;  he  hath  longed  for  her. 


f   The  believer  should  spare  no  pains,  will  love  him  ;  and  we  will  come  unto  him 

no   time,   no   thought,  to  find   out,  and  and  make  our  abode  with  him." 

prepare  in  his  heart,  an  habitation  for  the  f"  See  Acts  ii.  30.  This  promise  hath  a 

God  of  .Tacob,  seeing  our  Lord's  gracious  twofold  sense — relating  to  Solomon  in  type 

words, — "  If  a  man  love  me,  my  Father  and  shadow,  and  to  Christ  in  substance. 
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15.  This  shall  be  my  rest  for  ever;  here  will  I 
dwell,  for  I  have  a  delight  therein. 

16  &  17-  I  will  bless  her  victuals  with  increase ; 
and  will  satisfy  her  poor  with  bread.  I  will  deck 
her  priests  with  health,  and  her  saints  shall  rejoice 
and  sing. 

18.  There  shall  I  make  the  horn  of  David^  to 
flourish  ;  I  have  ordained  a  lantern  for  mine 
Anointed. 

19.  As  for  his  enemies,  I  shall  clothe  them  with 
shame  ;  but  upon  himself  shall  his  crown  flourish. 


O  Lord  God,  who  dwellest  not  in  temples 
made  with  hands,  and  yet  hast  been  pleased  of 
old  to  testify  thy  presence  among  thy  chosen 
people  by  special  manifestations  of  thyself, 
vouchsafe  to  hear  our  prayers,  and  accept  our 
services,  whensoever  we  make  our  supplica- 
tions to  thee  ;  cleanse  our  thoughts,  and  purify 
our  affections,  that  we  may  offer  vmto  thee  the 
freewill  offerings  of  a  grateful  soul  —  gratefid 
for  thy  mercies  towards  us  in  this  life,  but 
miore  especially  grateful  for  the  redemption  of 
the  world  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  the 
means  of  grace,  and  for  the  hope  of  glory. 
And  since  thy  blessed  Son  was  manifested,  that 
he  might  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and 

C3)  3y  "  tlie   horn  of  David,"  we  .ire  to  understand    IVIessiah  —  the  Sun    of  righ- 
teousness. 
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make  us  the  sons  of  God,  and  heirs  of  eternal 
life,  grant,  we  beseech  thee,  that  we  may 
purify  oux-selves,  even  as  he  is  pure  ;  and  that 
having  been  made  thy  children  by  adoption 
and  grace,  we  may  daily  be  renewed  by  thy 
Holy  Spirit ;  and  may  be  preserved,  both  in 
body  and  soul,  until  we  come  to  thine  ever- 
lasting kingdom,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen. 


April.  "J     j^ttteU^ntt)  33a||. 

August.        >• 

December.   )  PSALMS  CXXXIII  &  CXXXIV. 


^trmonttion. 

Of  the  last  of  these  two  Psalms  mention 
shall  first  be  made.  It  seems  to  have  been 
sung  at  the  time  of  shutting  up  the  gates  of 
the  Temple  for  the  night.  The  three  first  . 
verses  were  sung  by  those  Levites  who  were 
about  to  leave  the  Temple  ;  and  the  concluding 
verse,  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  remain  '* 
and  keep  watch.  In  regard  to  the  133d  Psalm, 
in  which  the  blessings  of  unity  are  described, 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  holy  oil  where- 
with kings  and  priests  were  anointed,  was  the 
outward  and  visible  sign  of  God's  blessing, 
poured  out  upon  them,  which,  in  the  case  of 
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Aaron,  was  so  abundant,  that  it  is  figuratively 
said  to  descend  to  the  skirts  of  his  clothing. 
God's  blessing  is  also  compared  to  the  dew 
which,  in  a  hot  covnitry,  fertilizes  a  thirsty 
land.  Unity  of  heart  and  mind,  on  the  subject 
of  religion,  and  of  government,  is,  doubtless, 
one  of  God's  choicest  blessings  ;  but  if  we  are 
not  permitted  to  hope,  that  differences  on  those 
points  will  cease  in  this  our  day,  let  us  at 
least  hope  and  pray  for  that  spirit  of  charity, 
which  is  the  bond  of  peace  among  Christians 
of  all  sects.  "  God  is  love,  and  he  that  dwelleth 
in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him." 
Beloved  in  Christ,  this  is  a  great  mystei-y  ;  but 
this  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Bible  :  mysterious 
union  of  God  with  man,  through  love,  and  that 
love  shewn,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  sinners, 
God  sent  his  only  Son  to  be  the  propitiation 
for  our  sins.  "  Beloved,  if  God  so  loved  us, 
we  ought  also  to  love  one  another."  Oh  !  come 
the  day  when  there  shall  be  no  divisions 
among  us,  when  strife  and  enmity  shall  be  done 
away,  "  when  Ephraim  shall  not  envy  Judah, 
and  Judah  shall  not  vex  Ephraim  ;"  when  the 
tribes  of  the  spiritual  Israel  shall  be  united  in 
a  bond  of  eternal  charity,  under  the  true  David, 
in  the  Jerusalem  which  is  above  ;  and  saints 
and  angels  shall  sing  together  this  lovely 
Psalm, — "  Behold  how  good  and  joyful  a  thing 
it  is,  brethren,  to  dwell  together  in  unity." 


PSALMS  CXXXIH.  CXXXIV.  399 


PSALM  CXXXIIL 

1.  Behold  how  good  and  joyful  a  thing  it  is, 
brethren,  to  dwell  together  in  unity. 

2.  It  is  like  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head, 
that  ran  down  unto  the  beard,  even  unto  Aaron's 
beard,  and  went  down  to  the  skirts  of  his  cloth- 
ing. 

3.  Like  as  the  dew  of  Hermon,  which  fell  upon 
the  hill  of  Zion. 

4.  For  there  the  Lord  promised  his  blessing,  and 
life  for  evermore. 


PSALM   CXXXIV. 

1.  Behold  now,  praise  the  Lord,  all  ye  servants 
of  the  Lord  ; 

2.  Ye  that  by  night  stand  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  even  in  the  courts  of  the  house  of  our  God. 

3.  Lift  up  your  hands  in  the  sanctuary,  and  praise 
the  Lord. 

4.  The  Lord  that  made  heaven  and  earth  give 
thee  blessing  out  of  Zion. 


O  Almighty  God,  who  hast  built  thy  Church 
upon  the  foundation  of  the  prophets  and 
apostles,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief 
corner  stone,  grant  that  all  Christians  may  be 
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SO  joined  together  in  unity  of  spirit,  by  their 
doctrine,  that  they  may  be  made  an  holy 
temple,  acceptable  unto  thee,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Almighty  God,  who  art  the  first  and  chiefest 
good,  engage,  we  beseech  thee,  all  the  powers 
and  faculties  of  our  souls  to  love  and  delight 
in  thee  —  to  place  our  trust  and  confidence  in 
thee  —  and  to  desire  thy  blessing  upon  all  our 
thoughts,  words,  and  actions.  Make  us  to 
consider,  that  the  praise  of  men  is  but  as  a 
smoke  which  vanisheth  away ;  and  that  thy 
favour  only  is  better  than  life,  and  endureth 
for  ever.  Enlighten  our  understandings,  that 
we  may  see  the  wondrous  things  of  thy  law  ; 
and  rectify  our  wills,  that  we  may  follow  the 
plain  rules  of  good  —  may  eschew  the  ways  of 
evil  —  and  in  all  our  actions  may  seek  to 
approve  ourselves  unto  thee  ;  that  so  using  the 
period  of  our  mortal  existence,  we  may  be 
gradually  more  and  more  prepared  for  those 
eternal  joys,  which  thou  hast  set  before  us, 
through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour  ; 
to  whom,  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be 
all  honour  and  glory,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 


April.  )  ©to^llti^tt)   Mat* 

August.       > 

December,  j    PSALM  CXXXV. 


In  this  psalm  the  servants  of  the  Lord  are 
called  upon  to  praise  his  holy  Name  for  all  the 
mercies  which,  in  his  infinite  power  and  infinite 
goodness,  he  hath  bestowed  upon  them.  He 
who  hath  the  power  of  the  elements  at  his 
command — who  raiseth  up  one  man  and  put- 
teth  down  another  —  he  who  hath  chosen 
Jacob  for  himself,  and  Israel  for  his  own  pos- 
session,— even  he,  the  Lord  God  Almighty, 
hath  dealt  very  graciously  with  us  his  servants. 
He  hath  called  us,  through  Jesus  Christ,  out  of 
darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death.  He  hath 
promised  unto  us  his  Holy  Spirit  to  be  with 
us,  and  to  guide  us,  and  to  make  us  more  than 
conquerors  over  our  spiritual  adversaries.  If 
Israel  of  old  was  called  upon  to  adore  and  to 
love  the  Lord  their  God,  shall  not  we,  who  are 
his  children  by  adoption  and  grace,  fall  low  on 
our  knees  before  his  footstool,  evermore  prais- 
ing him,  and  saying,  Halleluiah !  salvation, 
and  glory,  and  honour,  and  power,  unto  the 
Lord  our  God.  Halleluiah  !  for  the  Lord  God 
omnipotent  reigneth. 


2c 
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1 .  O  praise  the  Lord ;  laud  ye  the  Name  of  the 
Lord :  praise  it,  O  ye  servants  of  the  Lord. 

2.  Ye  that  stand  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  in 
the  courts  of  the  house  of  our  God. 

3.  O  praise  the  Lord,  for  the  Lord  is  gracious :  O 
sing  praises  unto  his  Name,  for  it  is  lovely. 

4.  For  v^hy  ?  the  Lord  hath  chosen  Jacob  unto 
himself,  and  Israel  for  his  own  possession. 

5.  For  I  know  that  the  Lord  is  great,  and  that 
our  Lord  is  above  all  gods. 

6.  Whatsoever  the  Lord  pleased,  that  did  he  in 
heaven,  and  in  earth,  and  in  the  sea,  and  in  all 
places. 

7.  He  bringeth  forth  the  clouds  from  the  ends  of 
the  world,  and  sendeth  forth  lightnings  with  the 
rain,  bringing  the  winds  out  of  his  treasures. 

8.  He  smote  the  first-born  of  Egypt,  both  of  man 
and  beast. 

9.  He  hath  sent  tokens  and  wonders  into  the 
midst  of  thee,  O  thou  land  of  Egypt ;  upon  Pharaoh 
and  all  his  servants. 

10.  11,  &  12.  He  smote  divers  nations,  and  slew 
mighty  kings  ;  Sehon,  king  of  the  Amorites,  and  Og, 
the  king  of  Basan,  and  all  the  kingdoms  of  Canaan  ; 
and  gave  their  land  to  be  an  heritage,  even  an 
heritage  unto  Israel  his  people. 

13.  Thy  Name,  O  Lord,  endureth  for  ever;  so 
doth  thy  memorial,  C)  Lord,  from  one  generation  to 
another. 

14.  For  the  Lord  will  avenge  his  people,  and  be 
gracious  unto  his  servants. 
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15.  ^As  for  the  images  of  the  heathen,  they  are 
but  silver  and  gold,  the  work  of  men's  hands. 

16  &  17.  They  have  mouths,  and  speak  not; 
eyes  have  they,  but  they  see  not ;  they  have  ears, 
and  yet  they  hear  not ;  neither  is  there  any  breath 
in  their  mouths. 

1 8.  They  that  make  them  are  like  unto  them ; 
and  so  are  all  they  that  jjut  their  trust  in  them. 

19  &  20.  Praise  the  Lord,  ye  house  of  Israel ; 
praise  the  Lord,  ye  house  of  Aaron  ;  praise  the  Lord, 
ye  house  of  Levi ;  ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  praise 
the  Lord, 

21.  Praised  be  the  Lord  out  of  Sion,  who  dwelleth 
at  Jerusalem. 


O  great  and  glorious  Lord  God,  in  whom 
we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being,  we 
are  thy  people,  and  the  sheep  of  thy  pasture : 
we  therefore  worship,  and  fall  down,  and  kneel 
before  the  Lord  our  maker.  We  thank  thee 
for  thy  preservation  of  us  during  the  night 
past,  and  we  implore  thy  blessing  upon  all  our 
actions  throughout  the  present  day.  Thy 
bountiful  goodness  hath  provided  for  us  all  we 
need,  and  more  than  we  deserve.  Give  unto 
us  grateful  hearts  and  contented  minds  ;  and 
grant  that  we  may  shew  forth  thy  praise  not 
only  with  our  lips  but  in  our  lives.     Let  the 

***    The   objects   upon   wliich    dehuled     less    vain   than   "was  the   idolatry   of  the 
iiiari  too  often  fixe?;  his  affections  arc  not     heathens. 
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thoughts  of  our  heart,  and  the  words  of  our 
mouth  be  acceptable  in  thy  sight.  Let  charity 
unfeigned  reign  through  our  mortal  frame, 
elevating  our  minds  to  thee,  the  Author  of  all 
good,  whose  mercy  extendeth  over  all  thy 
works.  Let  us  put  away  all  anger,  clamour, 
and  evil-speaking,  and  be  kindly  afFectioned 
one  to  another.  Grant  that  we  may  grow  in 
grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  thee,  the  only 
God,  and  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  whom  truly 
to  know  is  everlasting  life,  and  truly  to  serve 
is  everlasting  peace.  Let  no  mortal  sin  hinder 
us  in  running  the  race  that  is  set  before  us  ; 
no  carnal  desires,  no  worldly  temptations  with- 
draw us  from  the  path  of  godliness,  that,  this 
short  life  ended,  we  may  be  numbered  with 
those  blessed  spirits  whose  course  is  finished, 
who  have  kept  the  faith,  and  may  receive  at 
the  last  day  a  perfect  consummation  of  bliss, 
both  in  body  and  soul,  in  thy  eternal  and  ever- 
lasting kingdom.  Grant  this,  O  merciful 
Father,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  our  only 
Saviour  and  Redeemer.     Amen. 


April.  C  CtomtB-jf tt«t  31a»» 

August.      < 

December.  /      PSALM  CXXXVI. 


admonition. 

This  is  a  delightful  hymn  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving  to  Jehovah,  God  of  gods,  and 
Lord  of  lords,  for  the  wonders  of  creation,  of 
providence,  and  of  grace — wonders  which  angels 
desire  to  look  into,  and  yet  upon  which  man, 
insensible  man,  for  whose  benefit  they  were 
wrought,  will  scarce  bestow  a  thought.  Con- 
sider, on  one  hand,  Israel  of  old  rescued  from 
the  bondage  of  Egypt,  conducted  safely  through 
the  Red  Sea,  and  through  the  wilderness,  into 
the  promised  land,  their  every  want  supplied, 
their  temporal  enemies  subdued.  Behold,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  Christian,  the  true  Israel 
of  God,  released  from  the  bondage  of  sin, 
rescued  from  the  dominion  of  Satan,  his  spiri- 
tual wants  supplied  through  the  Holy  Ghost 
the  Comforter,  and  victory  given  unto  him 
over  death  ;  nay,  in  all  things,  made  more  than 
conqueror  through  Christ.  Well  may  we  say, 
O  give  thanks  unto  the  God  of  heaven,  and 
i  unto  the  Lord  of  lords,  for  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever. 
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1 .  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  gracious, 
and  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

2,  3,  &  4.  O  give  thanks  unto  the  God  of  all 
gods  ;  O  thank  the  Lord  of  all  lords,  who  only  doeth 
great  v^^onders  :  for  his  mercy  endui'eth  for  ever. 

5  &  6.  Who,  by  his  excellent  wisdom,  made  the 
heavens  ;  who  laid  out  the  earth  above  the  waters  : 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

7,  8,  &  9.  Who  hath  made  great  lights  ;  the  sun 
to  rule  the  day ;  the  moon-  and  the  stars  to  govern 
the  night :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

10,  11,  12.  Who  smote  Egypt,  with  their  first- 
born, and  brought  out  Israel  from  among  them  with 
a  mighty  hand  and  stretched-out  arm  :  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever. 

13  &  14.  Who  divided  the  Red  Sea  in  two  parts, 
and  made  Israel  to  go  through  the  midst  of  it :  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

15.  But,  as  for  Pharaoh  and  his  host,  he  over- 
threw them  in  the  Red  Sea  :  for  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever. 

16.  Who  led  his  people  through  the  wilderness  i 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

17.  18,  19,  &  20.  Who  smote  great  kings,  yea^ 
and  slew  mighty  kings  ;  Sehon,  king  of  the  Amorites, 
and  Og,  the  king  of  Basan  :  for  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever. 

21  &  32.  And  gave  their  land  for  an  heritage, 
even  an  heritage  unto  Israel  his  servant  :  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

23  &  24.  Who  remembered  us  when  we  were  in 
trouble,  and  hath  delivered  us  from  our  enemies  :  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 
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25.  Who  giveth  food  to  all  flesh  :  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever. 

26  &  27-  O  give  thanks  unto  the  God  of  heaven ; 
O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  of  lords :  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

O  God  of  heaven,  and  Lord  of  lords,  w^ho, 
by  thy  excellent  wisdom,  hast  created  all  things, 
and  only  doest  great  wonders  in  heaven  and 
earth,  making  all  thy  creatures  to  be  evidences 
of  thy  power,  and  of  thy  loving  mercy  ;  let  thy 
mighty  hand  and  stretched-oiit  arm  lead  us 
through  the  midst  of  this  world,  and  the  mul- 
titude of  our  spiritual  enemies,  giving  us  food 
for  the  sustenance  of  our  bodies,  and  spiritual 
support  in  all  dangers  and  necessities.  Let  the 
Sun  of  righteousness,  O  God,  shine  forth  in  our 
hearts,  to  give  us  a  lively  consciousness  of  thy 
mercy,  and  to  excite  in  us  a  fervour  of  devo- 
tion and  true  religion  ;  and  grant  that,  being 
sustained  by  thy  loving-kindness  whilst  passing- 
through  this  vale  of  tears,  we  may  go  on  our 
way,  rejoicing  in  hope,  patient  in  tribulation, 
instant  in  prayer,  serving  thee,  O  Lord,  until 
at  length  we  are  brought  to  the  land  of  pro- 
mise, the  land  of  everlasting  rest,  prepared  for 
us  through  the  merits  and  mercies  of  thy  dear 
Son,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  in  whose  most 
holy  Name  and  words  we  sum  up  all  our 
wants,  saying,  "  Our  Father,"  &c. 


April.       ^    ^\sientVt'&tcon'if  TBav* 

August.      V 

December,  j  PSALMS  CXXXVII.  &  CXXXVIIL 


atfmpnition, 

The  captive  Jews,  by  the  waters  of  Babylon, 
sat  down  and  wept,  while  they  recollected  their 
former  prosperity.  They  especially  recollected 
with  tears  the  desolate  state  of  the  Holy  City 
and  the  Temple  of  God,  their  own  destitution  of 
sacred  ordinances,  and  the  apparently  ruined 
state  of  the  Church  and  people  of  Israel,  for 
these  calamities  were  brought  on  them  by  their 
national  transgressions,  to  which  they  had  in- 
dividually contributed.  Whilst  worldly  men 
grieve  for  the  loss  of  their  outward  prosperity, 
the  believer  mourns  over  his  banishment  from 
the  ordinances  of  God,  and  for  tlie  despised 
and  desolate  state  of  religion,  especially  when 
he  hears  the  insults,  and  scoffs,  and  blasphemies 
of  infidels.  The  Babylonians,  (who  were  used 
by  God  as  a  scourge,)  meaning  to  deride  the 
confidence  of  the  Jews  in  the  power  and  good- 
ness of  Jehovah,  insultingly  required  of  their 
captives  to  sing  them  one  of  their  sacred  songs, 
but  the  poor  captives  would  not  thus  profane 
those  songs,  nor  thus  administer  to  the  insolence 
of  their  idolatrous  masters.     In  the  latter  part 
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of  the  psalm,  a  prayer  is  offered  up  for  the 
accomplishment  of  the  prophecies,  which  had 
previously  been  announced  by  Isaiah,  Jeremiah, 
and  Ezekiel,  against  Edom,  who  had  been  the 
implacable  enemy  of  God's  people,  and  also 
against  Babylon.  But  whether  we  consider  the 
words  of  the  Psalmist  in  the  light  of  a  prayer, 
or  merely  as  a  declaration,  the  spirit  is  the 
same,  namely,  the  glory  of  the  true  Church, 
and  the  destruction  of  her  enemies. 

In  the  138th  Psalm,  the  zeal  which  animates 
true  believers  also  appears  in  a  strong  light. 
We  are  exhorted  to  remember  that  God's 
mercies  fail  not ;  and  when  we  recollect  that 
we  are  the  work  of  his  hands,  how  can  we 
think  he  will  forsake  us,  unless  we  utterly 
forsake  him. 
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1.  By  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  there  we  sat  down  ; 
yea,  we  wept  when  we  remembered  Zion.' 

2.  We  hanged  our  harps  upon  the  willows  in  the 
midst  thereof. 

3.  For  there  they  that  carried  us  away  captive, 
required  of  us  a  song,  and  they  that  wasted  us 
required  of  us  mirth,  saying,  "  Sing  us  one  of  the 
songs  of  Zion." 

'"    Zion  is  in  Scripture  the  standing  type     oppressor   and    persecutor  of   the  peopla 
of  heaven,  as  Babylon  is  the  grand  figure     of  God. 
of  the  world,  the  scat  of  confusion,  the 
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4.  How  shall  we  sing  the  Lord's  song  in  a  strange 
land! 

5.  If  I  forget  thee,  O  Jerusalem,  let  my  right  hand 
forget  her  cunning.^ 

6.  If  I  do  not  remember  thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  ;  if  I  prefer  not  Jerusalem 
above  my  chief  joy. 

7.  Remember,  O  Lord,  the  children  of  Edom  in 
the  day  of  Jerusalem,  who  said.  Raze  it,  raze  it,  even 
to  the  foundation  thereof. 

8  &  9.  O  daughter  of  Babj'^lon,  who  art  to  be 
destroyed,  happy^  shall  he  be  that  rewardeth  thee  as 
thou  hast  served  us  ;  happy  shall  he  be  that  taketh 
and  dasheth  thy  little  ones  against  the  stones. 
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1 .  I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  with  my 
wnole  heart ;  even  before  the  gods*  will  I  sing 
praise  unto  thee. 

2.  I  will  worship  toward  thy  holy  temple,  and 
praise  thy  Name,  because  of  thy  loving-kindness  and 
truth ;  for  thou  hast  magnified  thy  Name  and  thy 
Word  above  all  things. 

3.  When  I  called  upon  thee,  thou  heardest  me, 
and  enduedst  my  soul  with  much  strength. 

4.  *  All  the  kings  of  the  earth  shall  praise  thee,  O 
Lord,  for  they  have  heard  the  words  of  thy  mouth. 


<•'  "  Cunning,"  that  is,  skill  on  tlio 
harp. 

**'  "  Happy"  means  in  tliis  verse, 
"  prosperous," 

(*)  *'  ihe  gods"  here  means  the  gre.it 
men  of  the  earth. 


^^^  The  cull  of  the  Gentiles  to  the  Gos- 
pel is  here  foretold,  and  the  redemption  of 
the  Church  in  Christ  her  head  is  spoken  of 
as  the  suhject  of  thanksgiving. 
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5.  Yea,  they  shall  sing  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord, 
that  great  is  the  glory  of  the  Lord. 

6.  For  though  the  Lord  be  high,  yet  hath  he 
respect  unto  the  lowly ;  as  for  the  proud,  he 
beholdeth  them  afar  off. 

7.  Though  I  walk  in  the  midst  of  trouble,  yet 
shalt  thou  refresh  me  :  thou  shalt  stretch  forth  thy 
hand  upon  the  furiousness  of  mine  enemies,  and  thy 
right  hand  shall  save  me. 

8.  The  Lord  shall  make  good  his  loving-kindness 
toward  me ;  yea,  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  endvireth  for 
ever :  despise  not  then  the  works  of  thine  own 
hands. 


O  Lord  God,  thou  hast  placed  us  in  this 
world  as  in  a  state  of  trial,  as  pilgrims  and 
strangers  far  from  our  proper  country,  far  from 
rest.  Grant,  we  beseech  thee,  that  our  long- 
ings and  desires  may  be  so  raised  above  the 
concerns  of  this  world,  that  we  may  make  it 
our  chief  joy  and  delight  to  sing  thy  praises, 
and  to  shew  forth  thy  works  with  gladness. 
Thou  knowest.  Lord,  that,  by  reason  of  the 
frailty  of  our  nature,  we  cannot  always  stand 
upright.  Do  thou  then,  O  Lord,  in  thy  mercy 
endue  our  souls  with  much  strength.  Support 
and  comfort  us  ;  and  in  all  our  dangers  and 
necessities  stretch  forth  thy  right  hand  to  save 
and  deliver  us.  Make  us,  O  God,  to  have  a 
perpetual  fear  and  love  of  thy  holy  Name,  to 
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rejoice  in  all  the  opportunities  of  serving  thee 
in  thy  holy  Church,  and  of  offering  up  to  thee 
our  unfeigned  thanks  for  all  the  blessings  and 
comforts  we  enjoy  here  below  ;  and  more 
especially  for  the  means  of  grace,  and  for  the 
hope  of  glory  which  thou  hast  set  before  us  in 
thy  dear  Son,  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who, 
with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  liveth  and 
reigneth,  one  God,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 


April.       c ^\oeniv=^f)ivtf  ©ag* 

August.      < 

December.  (      PSALM  CXXXIX. 


lairmonttion. 

The  Psalmist  employs  a  beautiful  variety  of 
expressions  to  denote  his  faith  in  the  universal 
presence  and  universal  knowledge  of  God.  It 
is  lamentable,  however,  to  reflect,  that  even 
true  believers,  through  weakness  of  faith,  are 
often  very  wavering  in  their  obedience,  and 
easily  discouraged  from  it  by  the  trivial  circum- 
stances of  time,  place,  company,  or  solitude. 
We  should  therefore,  by  meditation  and  prayer, 
seek  to  have  our  minds  suitably  affected  with 
the  firm  belief  and  habitual  recollection,  that 
the  just,  the  holy,  the  almighty  God,  fully 
searches   us   out   and   knows    us.      We    should 
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seriously  consider,  that  none  of  the  disguises 
which  cloak  our  real  character  from  the  know- 
ledge of  our  fellow-creatures,  avail  with  him  ; 
that  when  we  are  alone  or  in  company,  in  the 
market,  in  the  place  of  worship,  or  in  the 
closet,  the  eye  of  God  is  upon  us.  Unto  him 
all  hearts  are  open,  all  desires  known,  and  from 
him  no  secrets  are  hid  ;  and  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  assures  us,  that  every  idle  word  that 
men  shall  speak,  they  shall  give  account  thereof 
in  the  day  of  judgment. 

1.  O  Lord,  thou  hast  searched  me  out,  and  known 
me  ;  thou  knowest  my  down-sitting  and  mine 
up-rising  ;  thou  understandest  my  thoughts  long 
before. 

2  &  3.  Thou  art  about  my  path,  and  about  my 
bed,  and  spiest  out  all  my  ways.  For,  lo  !  there  is 
not  a  word  in  my  tongue,  but  thou,  O  Lord,  know- 
est it  altogether. 

4  &  5.  Thou  hast  fashioned  me  behind  and  before, 
and  laid  thine  hand  upon  me.  Such  knowledge  is 
too  wonderful  and  excellent  for  me  ;  I  cannot  attain 
unto  it. 

6  &  7.  Whither  shall  I  go,  then,  from  thy  Spirit  ? 
or  whither  shall  I  go,  then,  from  thy  presence  ?  If  I 
climb  up  into  heaven,  thou  art  there  ;  if  I  go  down 
to  hell,  thou  art  there  also  : 

8  &  9.  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,'  and 
remain  in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  sea,  even  there 
also  shall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and  thy  right  hand 
shall  hold  rne. 

^*'  Could  I  travel  a^  last  :is  lla-  rays  itf  morning  llglit. 
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10  &  11.  If  I  say,  Peradventure  the  darkness 
shall  cover  me,  then  shall  my  night  be  turned  to 
day  ;  yea,  the  darkness  is  no  darkness  with  thee, 
but  the  night  is  as  clear  as  the  day  :  the  darkness 
and  light  to  thee  are  both  alike. 

12.  For  my  reins  are  thine  ;  thou  hast  covered  me 
in  my  mother's  womb. 

13.1  will  give  thanks  unto  thee  ;  for  I  am  fear- 
fully and  wonderfully  made  :  marvellous  are  thy 
works  ;  and  that  my  soul  knoweth  right  vi^ell. 

14.  My  bones  are  not  hid  from  thee,  though  I 
be  made  secretly,  and  fashioned  beneath  in  the 
earth. 

15  &  16.  Thine  eyes  did  see  my  substance,  yet 
being  imperfect ;  and  in  thy  book  were  all  my  mem- 
bers written  ;  which,  day  by  day,  were  fashioned, 
when  as  yet  there  was  none  of  them.^ 

17  &  18.  How  dear  are  thy  counsels  unto  me, 
O  God  !  Oh  how  great  is  the  sum  of  them  !  If  I 
tell  them,  they  are  more  in  number  than  the  sand  : 
when  I  wake  up,  I  am  present  with  thee. 

19  &  20.  AVilt  thou  not  slay  the  wicked,  O  God? 
Depart  from  me,  ye  l^lood-thirsty  men  :  for  they 
speak  unrighteously  against  thee,  and  thine  enemies 
take  thy  Name  in  vain. 

21  &  22.  Do  not  I  hate  them,  O  Lord,  that  hate 
thee  ;  and  am  not  I  grieved  w^ith  those  that  rise  up 
against  thee  ?  Yea,  I  hate  them  right  sore,  even  as 
though  they  were  mine  enemies. 

23.  Try  me,  O  God,  and  seek  the  ground  of  my 
heart ;  prove  me,  and  examine  my  thoughts. 


**^  Wlicreas  the  human  artificer  must  Wnrkmaster  elTectet]]  all  the  wondrous 
have  the  clearest  light  to  accomplish  a  texture  of  man's  frame  within  the  dark 
delicate  piece  of  mechanism,  the  Divine     and  narrow  confines  of  the  wonil). 
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24.  Look  well  if  there  be  any  way  of  wickedness 
in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting. 


Almighty  God,  unto  whom  all  hearts  be 
open,  all  desires  known,  and  from  whom  no 
secrets  are  hid,  cleanse  the  thoughts  of  our 
hearts  by  the  inspiration  of  thy  Holy  Spirit, 
that  we  may  perfectly  love  thee,  and  worthily 
magnify  thy  holy  Name,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord. 

O  King  of  Glory,  Lord  and  Maker  of  the 
world,  thou  art  a  God  knowing  all  things, 
and  even  all  our  thoughts  :  give  unto  us,  we 
beseech  thee,  an  awful  sense  of  thy  constant 
presence  with  us,  and  yet  a  comfortable  assu- 
rance of  thy  divine  protection  ;  and  let  the 
desire  of  pleasing  thee,  and  the  fear  of  offend- 
ing thee,  restrain  us  from  all  evil,  and  lead  us 
to  all  good.  Mortify  in  us,  O  God,  all  our 
corrupt  and  carnal  affections,  and  let  all  things 
appertaining  to  the  Spirit  live  and  grow  in  us, 
that  as  we  approach  the  close  of  our  existence 
on  earth,  we  may  become  more  and  more  fitted 
for  the  joys  of  heaven,  and  ready  and  willing 
to  resign  our  souls  into  thy  hands,  whensoever 
it  shall  seem  meet  to  thee  to  call  us  hence, 
j  Have  mercy  upon  us,  O  God,  have  mercy  upon 
j    us  ;  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies. 
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do  away  our  offences  ;  and  for  the  sake  of  thy 
dear  Son  Jesus  Christ,  receive  us  as  thy  chil- 
dren, and  make  us  partakers  of  everlasting 
glory  ;  and  this  we  humbly  beg  through  the 
merits  and  mediation  of  our  blessed  Saviour 
and  Redeemer.      Amen. 


April.  )  SrtDfntS'iTOUrtt  Bag. 

August.        > 

December,  j  PSALMS  CXL  &  CXLI. 


^tftnonition* 

The  140th  Psalm  leads  us  to  remark,  that 
slander  and  calumny  must  always  precede  per- 
secution, because  malice  itself  cannot  excite 
people  to  persecute  any  one  who  is  esteemed 
as  a  good  man  :  to  effect  this,  he  must  be  repre- 
sented as  a  bad  man.  Thus  David  was  pursued 
as  a  rebel  ;  Christ  was  crucified  as  a  malefactor 
and  blasphemer  ;  and  the  first  Christians  were 
tortured  as  the  most  abandoned  criminals. 
The  Psalmist  predicts  those  just  judgments 
which  God  will  inflict  upon  the  slanderers  and 
persecutors  of  his  servants  ;  that  evil  speakers 
and  false  accusers  shall  be  tormented  with  the 
hot  burning  coals  of  eternal  vengeance  ;  and 
that  the  day  will  come,  when  the  humble  fol- 
lowers of  Jesus  shall  rest  in  peace,  and  abide 
for  ever  in  the  presence  of  God. 
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The  earnest  prayer  put  forth  in  the  141st 
Psahii,  suggests  to  us,  that  whenever  placed  in 
circumstances  of  great  difficulty  or  danger,  we 
should  apply  unto  God  for  support,  that  our 
hearts  may  be  restrained  from  evil,  and  from 
following  the  counsels  of  wicked  men.  In  the 
book  of  Proverbs,  we  find  the  wise  man  declar- 
ing of  the  wicked,  that  they  eat  the  bread  of 
wickedness,  and  drink  the  wine  of  violence  ; 
but  of  the  just  he  says,  that  their  path  is  as  the 
shining  light,  which  shineth  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day. 


PSALM   CXL. 

1  &  2.  Deliver  me,  O  Lord,  from  the  evil  man, 
and  preserve  me  from  the  wicked  man,  who  imagine 
mischief  in  their  hearts,  and  stir  up  strife  all  the 
day  long. 

3.  They  have  sharpened  their  tongues  like  a 
serpent ;  adder's  poison  is  under  their  lips. 

4.  Keep  me,  O  Lord,  from  the  hands  of  the 
ungodly ;  jDreserve  me  from  the  wicked  men,  who 
are  purposed  to  overthrow  my  goings. 

5.  The  proud  have  laid  a  snare  for  me,  and  sjDread 
a  net  abroad  with  cords  ;  yea,  and  set  traps  in  my 
way. 

6.  I  said  unto  the  Lord,  Thou  art  my  God  ;  hear 
the  voice  of  my  prayers,  O  Lord. 

7.  O  Lord  God,  thou  strength  of  my  health,  thou 
hast  covered  my  head  in  the  day  of  battle. 

8.  Let  not  the  ungodly  have  his  desire,  O  Lord ; 


2d 
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let  not  his  mischievous  imagination  prosjDer,  lest  they 
be  too  proud. 

9.  Let  the  mischief  of  their  own  Hps  fall  upon  the 
head  of  them  that  compass  me  about. 

10.  Let  hot  burning  coals  fall  upon  them;  let 
them  be  cast  into  the  fire,  and  into  the  pit,  that 
they  never  rise  up  again. 

1 1 .  Let  not  an  evil  speaker  be  established  in  the 
earth  ;  evil  shall  hunt  the  violent  man  to  overthrow 
him. 

12.  Sure  I  am  that  the  Lord  will  avenge  the 
poor,  and  maintain  the  cause  of  the  helpless. 

13.  The  righteous  also  shall  give  thanks  unto  thy 
Name,  and  the  just  shall  continue  in  thy  sight. 

.  .?  PSALM  CXLI. 

1.  Lord,  I  call  upon  thee  :  haste  thee  unto  me, 
and  consider  my  voice  when  I  cry  unto  thee. 

2.  Let  my  prayer  be  set  forth  in  thy  sight  as  the 
incense,  and  let  the  lifting  up  of  my  hands  be  an 
evening  sacrifice. 

3.  Set  a  watch,  O  Lord,  before  my  mouth,  and 
keep  the  door  of  my  lips. 

4.  O  let  not  mine  heart  be  inclined  to  any  evil 
thing  ;  let  me  not  be  occupied  in  ungodly  works 
with  the  men  that  work  wickedness,  lest  I  eat  of 
such  things  as  please  them. 

5  &  6.  Let  the  righteous  smite  me,  it  shall  be  a 
kindness  ;  and  let  him  reprove  me,  it  shall  be  an 
excellent  oil,  which  shall  not  break  my  head  :  ^  yea, 
I  will  pray  yet  against  their  wickedness. 

'  ''^  The  blessed  effects  of  reproof,  when     .ind   when   taken  as  it  oiinht  to  be,  are 
given  by  a  faithful  and  righteous  friend,     here  beautifully  set  forth. 
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7.  Let  their  judges  be  overthrown  in  stony- 
places,  that  they  may  hear  my  words,  for  th^  are 
sweet. 

8.  Our  bones  lie  scattered  before  the  pit,  like  as 
when  one  breaketh  and  heweth  wood  upon  the 
earth  .- 

9.  But  mine  eyes  look  unto  thee,  O  Lord  God ; 
in  thee  is  my  trust :  0  cast  not  out  my  soul. 

10.  Keep  me  from  the  snare  that  they  have  laid 
for  me,  and  from  the  traps  of  the  wicked  doers. 

11.  Let  the  jmgodly  fall  into  their  own  nets 
together,  and  let  me  ever  escape  them. 


0  Lord  God,  the  protector  of  all  that  trust 
in  thee,  without  whom  nothing  is  strong, 
nothing  is  holy ;  we  humbly  beseech  thee, 
that,  in  all  our  dangers  and  necessities,  thou 
wouldest  stretch  forth  thy  right  hand  to  help 
and  deliver  us.  Keep  us,  we  pray  thee,  in  a 
constant  state  of  watchfulness  and  humility, 
that  we  incur  not  presumptuously  the  danger 
of  communication  with  ungodly  persons,  lest 
we  be  ensnared  by  their  counsels,  corrupted  by 
their  example,  or  misled  by  any  worldly  pro- 
sperity which  may  apparently  attend  them. 
But  do  thou,  O  God,  strengthen  us  with  thj 
might   in  the  inner  man,  that  we   may   have 

"'  This  probably  refers  t"  some   inci-     commentators  are  not  agreed    upon   the 
dent  which  gave  rise  to  the  psalm  ;  but     subject. 
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grace  and  power  to  fulfil  thy  will ;  and  when- 
soever we  stray  from  thy  ways,  do  thou,  in 
mercy,  reprove  us,  and  let  thy  loving  correc- 
tion lead  us  back  to  the  path  of  duty,  that  so 
running  the  way  of  thy  commandments  here 
upon  earth,  we  may  at  length  attain  that  ever- 
lasting rest  which  thou  hast  promised  us 
through  the  mediation,  and  for  the  sake  of  thy 
dear  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


April.         ^  ©tueittg-iTittft  3iaB. 

August.       > 

December,  j  PSALMS  CXLII.*  &  CXLIIL 


The  Psalmist,  beset  by  dangers,  and  at  a 
time  when  his  worldly  prospects  were  appa- 
rently at  their  lowest  ebb,  betakes  himself  unto 
God  for  help  ;  unto  him  he  poured  forth  his 
complaint,  and  from  him  he  obtained  victory 
over  his  enemies.  This  Scripture  should  com- 
fort the  feeble-hearted,  and  animate  all  true 
believers.  Prayer  is  indeed  the  voice  of  faith ; 
and  the  sinner  who  believes  in  the  redeeming 
mercies  of  Christ  will  naturally  pour  forth  his 


*  Bishop  Horsley  has  entitled  tlm 
142(1  Psalm  "a  prayer  of  tlie  Messiah 
taken  and  deserted."  Tlie  4th  verse 
alludes  to  the  desertion  of  the  apostles 
when  our  Lord  was  seized  in  the  garden  ; 


and  the  concluding  part  of  the  psalm  the 
Bishop  considers  wiU  hear  this  construc- 
tion :  — "  In  me  (that  is,  in  Christ)  shall 
the  just  be  crowned  when  thou  hast 
given  me  my  reward. 
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supplication  in  full  assurance  that  his  prayer 
will  be  heard,  that  strength  will  be  given  him 
to  vanquish  his  spiritual  enemies,  and  that  God 
will,  through  his  loving  Spirit,  lead  him  forth 
into  the  land  of  righteousness.  In  all  our 
temporal  difficulties  let  it  be  our  first  care  to 
examine  how  much  of  them  results  from  our- 
selves, from  hasty  judgment,  or  from  following 
bad  counsels  ;  and  then  let  us  humble  ourselves 
before  God,  and  seek  in  prayer  that  strength 
from  above,  which  may  enable  us  to  maintain 
a  more  virtuous  course  for  the  future.  Should 
we  at  any  time  be  the  victims  of  unmerited 
persecution,  let  meek  endurance  be  coupled 
with  a  firm  persuasion  that  there  remaineth  a 
rest  for  the  people  of  God. 


PSALM  CXLII. 

1  &  2.  I  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice ; 
yea,  even  unto  the  Lord  did  I  make  my  supplica- 
tion :  I  poured  out  my  complaints  before  him,  and 
shewed  him  of  my  trouble. 

3.  When  my  spirit  was  in  heaviness  thou  knewest 
my  path  :  in  the  way  wherein  I  walked  have  they 
privily  laid  a  snare  for  me. 

4  &  5.  I  looked  also  upon  my  right  hand,  and 
saw  there  was  no  man  that  would  know  me:  I 
had  no  place  to  flee  unto,  and  no  man  cared  for  my 
soul. 

6,  7,  &  8.  I  cried  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  and  said, 
Thou  art  my  hope  and  my  portion  in  the  land  of 
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the  living ;  consider  my  complaint,  for  I  am  brought 
very  low ;  O  deliver  me  from  my  i^ersecutors,  for 
they  are  too  strong  for  me. 

9.  Bring  my  soul  out  of  prison,  that  I  may  give 
thanks  unto  thy  Name  ;  which  thing,  if  thou  wilt 
grant  me,  then  shall  the  righteous  resort  unto  my 
company. 


PSALM  CXLIII. 

1  &  2.  Hear  my  prayer,  O  Lord,  and  consider 
my  desire ;  hearken  unto  me,  for  thy  truth  and 
righteousness'  sake  ;  and  enter  not  into  judgment 
with  thy  servant,  for  in  thy  '  sight  shall  no  man 
living  be  justified. 

3.  For  the  enemy  hath  persecuted  my  soul  ;  he 
hath  smitten  my  life  down  to  the  gi'ound ;  he  hath 
laid  me  in  the  darkness  as  the  men  that  have  been 
long  dead. 

4.  Therefore  is  my  spirit  vexed  within  me,  and 
my  heart  within  me  is  desolate. 

5  &  6.  Yet  do  I  remember  the  time  past ;  I  muse 
upon  all  thy  works  ;  yea,  I  exercise  myself  in  the 
works  of  thy  hands :  I  stretch  forth  my  hands  unto 
thee ;  my  soul  gaspeth  unto  thee  as  a  thirsty 
land. 

7.  Hear  me,  O  Lord,  and  that  soon,  for  my  spirit 
waxeth  faint ;  hide  not  thy  face  from  me,  lest  I  be 
like  unto  them  that  go  down  into  the  pit. 

8.  O  let  me  hear  thy  loving-kindness  betimes  in 
the  morning,  for  in  thee  is  my  trust ;  shew  thou  me 
the  way  that  I  should  walk  in,  for  I  lift  up  my 
soul  unto  thee. 
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9.  Deliver  me,  O  Lord,  from  mine  enemies,  for  I 
flee  unto  thee  to  hide  me. 

10.  Teach  me  to  do  the  thing  that  pleaseth  thee, 
for  thou  art  my  God ;  let  thy  loving  Spirit  lead  me 
forth  into  the  land  of  righteousness. 

j  11.  Quicken  me,  O  Lord,  for  thy  Name's  sake; 

;      and  for  thy  righteousness'  sake  bring  my  soul  out  of 

trouble. 
j!  12.    ^And  of  thy  goodness    slay  mine   enemies, 

J      and  destroy  all  them  that  vex  my  soul ;  for  I  am 

thy  servant. 


net  U0  9tan* 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  mercifully 
look  upon  our  infirmities  ;  and  in  all  our  dan- 
gers  and   necessities,    stretch  forth   thy  right 

I  hand    to  help  and  defend  us,    through  Jesus 

i  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

i  O  God,  whose  blessed  Son  was  manifested 
that  he  might  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil, 
and  make  us  the  sons  of  God,  and  heirs   of 

!  eternal  life ;  grant  us,  we  beseech  thee,  that 
having  this  hope,  we  may  purify  ourselves 
even  as  he  is  pure,  that  when  he  shall  appear 

I  again  with  power  and  great  glory,  we  may  be 

I  made  like  unto  him  in  his  eternal  and  glorious 

1  kingdom,  where,  with  thee,  O  Father,  and 
thee,  O  Holy  Ghost,  he  liveth  and  reigneth, 

■  ever  one  God,  world  without  end.      Amen. 

I         ^"   This  verse  is  strictly  prniihi'tic,  and  shoiikl  be   rendered,  "Thou  wilt  slay," 
1    "  Thou  wilt  destroy.*' 


April.         ^  €'mttttn==S>ixtff  MaV* 

Attpttst 

December,  j       PSALM  CXLIV. 


^Irmo  nit  ton. 

The  Prophet  Jeremiah  writes,  —  "  Thus  saith 
the  Lord,  Let  not  the  wise  man  glory  in  his 
wisdom,  neither  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his 
might ;  let  not  the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches  ; 
but  let  him  that  glorieth  glory  in  this,  that  he 
understandeth  and  knoweth  me,  that  I  am  the 
Lord  which  exercise  loving-kindness,  judgment, 
and  righteousness  in  the  earth  ;  for  in  these 
things  I  delight,  saith  the  Lord,"  Jer.  ix.  23, 24. 
The  Psalmist,  after  blessing  God  as  his  helper 
and  defender,  breaks  out  into  a  strain  of  reflec- 
tion upon  the  weakness  and  instability  of  man, 
the  justness  of  which,  as  no  one  can  gainsay,  so 
all  must  feel  that  it  is  to  God  alone  they  must 
look  for  succour  both  in  temporal  and  in 
spiritual  dangers.  Twice  in  this  psalm  doth 
David  pray  for  deliverance  from  the  heathen  ; 
and  in  like  manner  the  Church,  or  mystical 
body  of  Christ,  is  instant  in  prayer  for  that 
great  and  glorious  day  when  all  principalities, 
and  powers,  and  might,  and  dominion,  shall  be 
made  subject  to  the  Son,  and  God  shall  be  all 
in  all.  Meanwhile,  the  blessings  of  temporal 
peace  are  most  beautifully  described  towards 
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the  close  of  the  psalm  ;  and  at  its  conclusion 
the  Psalmist  reflects  on  the  great  happiness  of 
a  people  in  such  circumstances,  and  declares 
that  that  happiness  must  be  an  effect  of  God's 
special  favour. 

1.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  my  strength,  who  teacheth 
my  hands  to  war,  and  my  fingers  to  fight ; 

2.  My  hope  and  my  fortress,  my  castle  and 
deliverer,  my  defender  in  whom  I  trust,  who  sub- 
dueth  my  joeople  that  is  under  me. 

3.  ^Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  hast  such 
respect  unto  him  ;  or  the  son  of  man,  that  thou  so 
regardest  him  ? 

4.  Man  is  like  a  thing  of  nought,  his  time  passeth 
away  like  a  shadow. 

5  &  6.  Bow  thy  heavens,  O  Lord,  and  come 
down  ;  touch  the  mountains,  and  they  shall  smoke  ; 
cast  forth  thy  lightning,  and  tear  them ;  shoot  out 
thine  arrows,  and  consume  them. 

7  &  8.  Send  clown  thine  hand  from  above  ; 
deliver  me,  and  take  me  out  of  the  great  waters  f' 
from  the  hand  of  strange  children,  whose  mouth 
talketh  of  vanity,  and  their  right  hand  is  a  right 
hand  of  wickedness. 

9.  I  will  sing  a  new  song  unto  thee,  O  God ; 
and  sing  praises  unto  thee  upon  a  ten-stringed 
lute. 

10.  Thou  hast  given  victory  unto  kings,  and  hast 


<■'  Compare  this  verse  with  the  4th 
verse  of  the  8th  Psalm,  which  St  Paul, 
in  his  Epistle  to  the  Hehrews,  has  applied 
to  Christ. 

(«)    "  Great   waters,"  or  calamities, — 


"  Strange  children,"  heathens — "  Vanity," 
or  idolatry — "  Right  hand  of  wickedness," 
this  last  phrase  is  founded  on  the  Jewish 
custom  of  holding  up  the  right  hand  when 
swearing  an  oath. 
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delivered  David  thy  servant  from  the  peril  of  the 
sword. 

11.  Save  me,  and  deliver  me  from  the  hand  of 
strange  children,  whose  mouth  talketh  of  vanity, 
and  their  right  hand  is  a  right  hand  of  iniquity. 

12.  That  our  sons  may  grow  up  as  the  young 
plants,  and  that  our  daughters  may  be  as  the  po- 
lished corners  of  the  temple. 

13.  That  our  garners  may  be  full  and  plenteous 
with  all  manner  of  store ;  that  our  sheep  may 
bring  forth  thousands  and  ten  thousands  in  our 
streets. 

14.  That  our  oxen  may  be  strong  to  labour;  that 
there  be  no  decay,  no  leading  into  cajDtivity,  and  no 
complaining  in  our  streets. 

15.  Happy  are  the  people  that  are  in  such  a 
case ;  yea,  blessed  are  the  people  who  have  the 
Lord  for  their  God. 


3t^t  U0  pras. 


O  Lord,  our  strength,  our  hope,  our  deliverer, 
our  defender,  in  whom  we  trust,  send  down 
thine  hand  from  above,  and  deliver  us  from 
those  spiritual  enemies  who,  by  reason  of  the 
frailty  of  our  nature,  and  the  natural  corruption 
of  our  hearts,  get  the  dominion  over  us.  With- 
out thy  aid,  O  Lord,  we  are  poor,  and  weak, 
and  miserable,  and  our  offences  become  a  sore 
burden,  too  heavy  for  us  to  bear ;  but  thy 
property  is  always  to  have  mercy,  and  to  thee 
alone  we  look  for  righteousness  and  salvation. 
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Let  thy  blessing,  O  God,  descend  upon  our 
children.  Grant  that  they  may  grow  up  in 
thy  faith,  and  fear,  and  love,  and  be  nurtured 
with  the  dew  of  thy  heavenly  grace,  that  they 
may  be  defended  from  the  assaults  of  all 
spiritual  enemies,  and  have  power  to  resist  the 
allurements  of  the  world,  and  the  impulses  of 
carnal  will  and  frailty ;  that  they  may  enjoy,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  thy  people,  the  bless- 
ings of  peace  on  earth,  and  may  finally  be  made 
partakers  of  thy  heavenly  kingdom,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


April.       ^tRtotnt^^^titentb  3SaB, 

December,   f        PSALM  CXLV. 


aiymottittott. 

Hitherto,  in  this  divine  book,  we  have  been 
presented  with  chequered  scenes  of  danger,  and 
distress,  of  deliverances  and  mercy.  The  voice 
of  complaint  hath  sometimes  been  succeeded 
by  that  of  thanksgiving  and  praise  ;  at  other 
times  hath  terminated  in  prayer.  But  now,  as 
if  the  days  of  mourning  in  Sion  were  ended, 
we  hear  no  more  of  Messiah  as  a  man  of 
sorrows,  or  of  the  Church  as  depressed  and 
afflicted.     Henceforth  we  seem  not  to  be  on 
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earth,  but  in  heaven  ;  associated  with  celestial 
spirits  around  the  throne,  and  singing,  as  in 
this  psalm,  the  praises  of  our  God  and  King  ; 
extolling  his  greatness,  his  might,  his  glory,  his 
justice,  his  mercy,  the  majesty  of  his  kingdom, 
and  all  his  adorable  perfections  and  wondrous 
works. 

1.  I  will  magnify  thee,  O  God,  my  King,  and  I 
will  praise  thy  Name  for  ever  and  ever. 

2.  Every  day  will  I  give  thanks  unto  thee,  and 
praise  thy  Name  for  ever  and  ever. 

3.  Great  is  the  Lord  and  marvellous,  worthy  to 
be  praised  ;  there  is  no  end  of  his  greatness. 

4.  One   generation  shall  praise  thy  w^orks  unto 
another,  and  declare  thy  power. 

5.  As  for  me,  I  will  be  talking  of  thy  worship, 
thy  glory,  thy  praise,  and  wondrous  works.^ 

6.  So  that  men  shall  speak  of  the  might  of  thy 
marvellous  acts ;  and  I  will  also  tell  of  thy  greatness. 

7.  The  memorial  of  thine  abundant  kindness  shall 
be  shewed,  and  men  shall  sing  of  thy  righteousness. 

8.  The  Lord  is  gracious  and  merciful,  long-suffer- 
ing, and  of  great  goodness. 

9.  The  Lord  is -loving  rmto  every  man,  and  his 
mercy  is  over  all  his  works. 

10.  All  thy  works  praise  thee,  O  Lord,  and  thy 
saints  give  thanks  unto  thee. 

*'*  The  works  of  God,  which  demand  tions  of  his  power  against  his  enemies, 

to  be  celebrated  by  the  tongiies  of  men,  such  as  the  destruction  of  tlie  old  world 

are  here  divided  into  three  kinds  :  First,  by  water  —  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  by 

those  which  declare  his  glory  and  excite  fire  ;  Thirdly,  the  provisions  made  by  bis 

our  admiration,  such  as  the  heavens  and  abundant  kindness  for  the  temporal  and 

the  starry  firmament ;  Secondly,  the  cxer-  spiritual  wants  of  man. 
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11  &  12.  They  shew  the  glory  of  thy  kingdom, 
and  talk  of  thy  power  ;  that  thy  power,  thy  glory, 
and  mightmess  of  thy  kingdom  might  be  known 
unto  men. 

13.  Thy  kingdom  is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  and 
thy  dominion  endureth  throughout  all  ages. 

14.  The  Lord  upholdeth  all  such  as  fall,  and 
lifteth  up  all  those  that  are  down. 

15.  The  eyes  of  all  wait  upon  thee,  O  Lord,  and 
thou  givest  them  their  meat  in  due  season. 

16.  Thou  openest  thine  hand,  and  fillestall  things 
living  with  plenteousness. 

17.  The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and 
holy  in  all  his  works. 

18.  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upon 
him ;  yea,  all  such  as  call  upon  him  faithfully. 

1 9.  He  will  fulfil  the  desire  of  them  that  fear  him : 
he  also  will  hear  their  cry,  and  will  help  them. 

20.  The  Lord  preserveth  all  them  that  love  him  ; 
but  scattereth  abroad  all  the  ungodly. 

21.  My  mouth  shall  speak  the  praise  of  the  Lord ; 
and  let  all  flesh  give  thanks  unto  his  holy  Name  for 
ever  and  ever. 


net  U0  pray. 

O  God  our  King,  thou  art  marvellous, 
worthy  to  be  praised  ;  there  is  no  end  of  thy 
greatness :  give  us  enlarged  and  sanctified 
hearts  and  lips,  that  we  may  sing  of  thy  righ- 
teousness, and  declare  thy  worship,  thy  glory, 
thy   praise,    and   wondrous    works.     All    thy 
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works  praise  thee,  O  Lord,  and  thy  saints  give 
thanks  unto  thee.  Make  us,  then,  who  are 
indeed  the  work  of  thy  hands,  to  be  holy  and 
righteous  in  thy  sight,  that  we  may  be  the 
more  enabled  to  bless  and  praise  thee,  our 
Creator,  our  Redeemer,  and  our  Sanctifier. 
Uphold  us,  O  Lord,  that  we  fall  not,  and  when 
our  feet  slip,  do  thou,  O  God,  sustain  us  :  give 
us,  at  all  times,  food  convenient  both  for  our 
souls  and  bodies  ;  that  being  filled  with  the 
plenteousness  of  thy  mercies  here,  we  may  have 
all  our  desires  fulfilled  and  satisfied  hereafter, 
and  give  thanks  unto  thy  holy  Name  for  ever 
and  ever.  Grant  this,  O  heavenly  Father,  for 
Jesus  Christ's  sake,  thy  Son,  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


April.        ^  €\sientv=^iQf>tf)  3Bai>. 

August.        > 

December.  J  PSALMS   CXLVI  &  CXLVII. 


^rftttonition. 

These  two  Psalms,  as  also  the  three  last, 
form  one  continued  exhortation  to  praise  the 
Lord  :  they  were  written  after  the  return  of  the 
Jews  from  the  captivity  in  Babylon,  when  the 
Lord  had  released  his  people,   had  built  up 
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Jerusalem,  and  gathered  together  the  outcasts 
of  Israel.  Now,  the  record  of  God's  dispensa- 
tions towards  his  chosen  people,  under  the  old 
covenant,  is  given  unto  us,  who  live  under  the 
new,  for  our  admonition  —  to  the  end  that  we 
should  not  lust  after  evil  things — that  we  should 
not  tempt  Christ  by  hypocrisy  or  infidelity — 
and  that  we  should  not  murmur  at  God's 
dealings  with  us,  seeing  that  he  treats  us  as 
children  ;  but  that  in  all  our  trials,  so  far  as 
they  come  from  his  hand,  we  should  be  thank- 
fully submissive,  knowing  that  whom  the  Lord 
loveth  he  chasteneth.  We  are  warned  against 
self-confidence,  and  against  spiritual  pride  ;  and 
taught  to  look  up  alone  to  the  hill  of  Sion, 
from  whence  cometh  our  help.  God,  who  at 
sundry  times,'  and  in  divers  manners,  spake  in 
times  past  unto  the  fathers,  by  the  prophets, 
hath,  in  these  last  days,  spoken  unto  us  by  his 
Son  ;  and  if  the  word  spoken  by  angels  was 
steadfast,  and  every  transgression  and  disobe- 
dience received  a  just  recompense,  how  shall 
we  escape,  if  we  neglect  to  conform  our  lives 
to  the  mild  precepts  of  the  Gospel  ?  The 
Israelites  endured  affliction  in  Egypt,  and  in 
Babylon  ;  and  it  may  be  our  lot  to  endure 
affliction  in  a  world  wherein  both  sin  and 
misery  abound  ;  but  let  us  not  cast  off  our  con- 
fidence in  God,  through  Jesus  Christ.  The  Lord 
hath  turned  the  captivity  of  Sion  :  the  Lord, 


432  TWENTY-EIGHTH  DAY. 

who  suffered  Job  to  be  afflicted,  did  afterwards 
turn  his  captivity  also  ;  and  shall  he  not  save 
his  own  elect,  who  humbly  look  to  him,  and 
with  true  penitent  hearts,  and  lively  faith,  stead- 
fastly rest  their  hopes  in  him  ?  Yea,  he  will  save 
them  ;  he  will  order  all  things  for  their  good 
on  earth  ;  and  after  death  he  will  receive  them 
into  the  arms  of  his  everlasting  mercy. 

PSALM  CXLVI. 

1 .  Praise  the  Lord,  O  my  soul ;  while  I  live  will 
I  praise  the  Lord  ;  yea,  as  long  as  I  have  any  being 
I  will  sing  praises  unto  my  God. 

2  &  3.  O  put  not  your  trust  in  princes,  nor  in 
any  child  of  man,  for  there  is  no  help  in  them ; 
for  when  the  breath  of  man  goeth  forth,  he  shall 
turn  again  to  his  earth,  and  then  all  his  thoughts 
perish. 

4.  Blessed  is  he  that  hath  the  God  of  Jacob 
for  his  help  ;  and  whose  hope  is  in  the  Lord  his 
God; 

5.  Who  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and 
all  that  therein  is  ;  who  keepeth  his  promise  for 
ever ; 

6.  Who  helpeth  them  to  right  that  suffer  wrong ; 
who  feedeth  the  hungry. 

7  &  8.  The  Lord  looseth  men  out  of  prison ;  the 
Lord  giveth  sight  to  the  blind  ;  the  Lord  helpeth 
them  that  are  fallen  ;  the  Lord  careth  for  the  righ- 
teous. 

9.  The  Lord  careth  for  the  strangers  ;  he  defendeth 
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the  fatherless  and  widow  ;  as  for  the  way  of  the 
ungodly,  he  turneth  it  upside  down. 

10.  The  Lord  thy  God,  O  Sion,  shall  be  King  for 
evermore,  and  throughout  all  generations. 


PSALM  CXLVIL 

1 .  O  praise  the  Lord,  for  it  is  a  good  thing  to  sing 
praises  unto  our  God;  yea,  a  joyful  and  pleasant 
thing  it  is  to  be  thankful.' 

2  &  3.  The  Lord  doth  build  up  Jerusalem,  and 
gather  together  the  outcasts  of  Israel :  he  healeth 
those  that  are  broken  in  heart,  and  giveth  medicine 
to  heal  their  sickness. 

4  &  5.  He  telleth  the  number  of  the  stars,  and 
calleth  them  all  by  their  names  :  great  is  our  Lord, 
and  great  is  his  power ;  yea,  and  his  wisdom  is 
infinite. 

6.  The  Lord  setteth  up  the  meek,  and  bringeth 
the  ungodly  down  to  the  gTound. 

7  &  8.  O  sing  unto  the  Lord  with  thanksgiving  ; 
sing  praises  upon  the  harp  unto  our  God;  who 
covereth  the  heaven  with  clouds,  and  prepareth  rain 
for  the  earth  ;  and  maketh  the  grass  to  grow  upon 
the  mountains,  and  herb  for  the  use  of  men  ; 

9.  Who  giveth  fodder  unto  the  cattle  ;  and  feedeth 
the  young  ravens  that  call  upon  him.' 

10  &  11.  He  hath  no  j^leasure  in  the  strength  of 
an  horse  ;  neither  delighteth  he  in  an}'^  man's  legs  ; 
but  the  Lord's  delight  is  in  them  that  fear  him,  and 
put  their  trust  in  his  mercy. 

12,  13,  &  14.  Praise  the  Lord,  O  Jerusalem; 
praise  thy  God,  O  Sion  ;  for  he  hath  made  fast  the 

<'>   See  Matthew,  vi.  26. 


2e 
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bars  of  thy  gates,  and  hath  blessed  thy  children 
within  thee  :  he  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders,  and 
filleth  thee  with  the  flour  of  wheat.^ 

15.  He  sendeth  forth  his  commandment  upon 
earth  ;  and  his  word  runneth  very  swiftly. 

16,  17,  &  18.  He  giveth  snow  like  wool,  and 
scattereth  the  hoar  frost  like  ashes  :  he  casteth  forth 
his  ice  like  morsels  ;  who  is  able  to  abide  his  frost  ? 
he  sendeth  out  his  word,  and  melteth  them ;  he 
bloweth  with  his  wind,  and  the  waters  flow.^ 

19  &  20.  He  sheweth  his  word  unto  Jacob ;  his 
statutes  and  ordinances  unto  Israel.  He  hath  not 
dealt  so  with  any  nation  ;  neither  have  the  heathen 
knowledge  of  his  laws. 


net  ti!3  prai?, 

O  Lord  God,  who  reignest  King  for  ever- 
more, give  us  grace,  that  we  may  make  thee 
our  help,  and  fix  our  hopes  in  thee,  for  thou 
only  art  able  to  give  deliverance  vuito  thy 
people.     Be  with  us,  O  Lord,  in  all  our  dangers 


^'>   The  Church,  like  Jerusalem  of  old,  the  heart  of  man  turns  away  from  him  — 

is  exhorted  to  praise  God,  for  all  the  bless-  when  faith  fails — when  the  love  of  many 

ings  vouchsafed  to  her,  for  her  preserva-  is    waxed    cold  ■ —  when    the    fertilizing 

tion,  and  for  the  increase  of  her  members,  streams  of    charity  are  frozen  :    on    the 

t^*  The  wonders  of  nature  represent  to  other  hand,  when   God  sendeth  out  his 

us  the  miracles  of  grace  ;  and  the  change  word  and  melteth  them — when  be  bloweth 

of  the    seasons    produceth    not    greater  with  his  Spirit,  and  the  waters  flow  — 

alterations   than  those  which    take  place  when  faith  revives,  and  shoots  into  vigour, 

in  the  Church  when  her  God  hideth  from  and  brings  forth  fruit  —  when  the  hearts 

her,  or  restoreth  to  her,  the  light  of  his  of  men  are  warmed,  and  their  understand- 

countenance.     What  the   sun  is   to  the  ings  illuminated,  —  what  is  all  this,  but 

world,  that  is  Christ  to  the  Church.  When  spiritual  mnter,  or  spiritual  spring  .^ 
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and  necessities,  both  ghostly  and  bodily,  and 
stretch  forth  the  right  hand  of  thy  majesty  to 
help  and  defend  us.  Let  thy  continual  pity 
cleanse  and  defend  thy  Church  ;  and  because  it 
cannot  continue  in  safety  without  thy  succour, 
preserve  it  evermore  by  thy  goodness ;  and 
grant  that  its  ministers,  in  their  several  voca- 
tions, may  diligently  and  faithfully  set  forth 
thy  true  and  lively  word,  and  rightly  and  duly 
administer  thy  holy  sacraments.  Grant,  O 
God,  that  all  they  that  do  confess  thy  holy 
Name,  may  agree  in  the  truth  of  thy  holy  word, 
and  live  in  unity  and  godly  love,  shewing  forth 
thy  praise,  not  only  with  their  lips,  but  in  their 
lives.  Make  this  family  and  household  to 
abound  more  and  more  in  love  for  thee,  and  in 
zeal  for  thy  honour  and  glory  ;  that  it  may  be, 
amongst  many  others,  the  humble  means  of 
keeping  alive  a  spirit  of  piety  in  this  kingdom 
and  people,  that  thou  mayest  bless  us,  and 
preserve  to  us  a  knowledge  of  thy  salvation. 
Hear  us,  O  merciful  Father,  for  thy  dear  Son's 
sake,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


April. 

August 

December 


,] 
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^Irmonttion* 

All  the  creatures  in  the  invisible  and  visible 
world,  are  called  upon  by  the  Psalmist  to  unite 
in  a  grand  chorus  of  praise  and  thanksgiving. 
From  the  heavens, and  those  vmutterable  heights, 
where  hosts  of  immortal  spirits,  admitted  to  a 
sight  of  their  King,  enjoy  unfading  pleasures, 
the  song  is  to-begin;  and  when  the  strain  is 
thus  set  by  the  celestial  part  of  the  choir,  it  is 
to  be  taken  up  and  echoed  back  by  the  crea- 
tures of  this  lower  world,  animate  and  inani- 
mate.    The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God 
— the  firmament  sheweth  his  halidywork  ;  and 
after  the  whole  creation  hath  been  called  upon 
to  praise  Jehovah,  man,  for  whom  the  whole 
was  made  —  maUj -the  last   and   most  perfect 
work  of  God^ — man;  that  hath  been  redeemed 
from  the  consequences  of  his  own  transgression, 
by  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  incarnate, — is 
exhorted  to  join  and  fill  up  the  universal  chorus 
of  heaven  and  earth,  as  being  connected  with 
both  worlds, — with  that  which  now  is,  and  with 
that  which  is  to  come.     High  and  low,  young 
and  old,  men  and  women,  those  who  are  in 
health  and  strength,  and  those  whose  mortal 
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career  is  drawing  to  an  evidently  approaching 
close ;  all,  all  are  exhorted  to  praise  their  great 
Creator — him  first — him  last — him  midst — and 
without  end. 


1.  O  praise  the  Lord  of  heaven ;  praise  him  in  the 
height. 

2.  Praise  him,  all  ye  angels  of  his  ;  praise  him,  all 
his  host. 

3.  Praise  him,  sim  and  moon  ;  praise  him,  all  ye 
stars  and  light. 

4.  Praise  him,  all  ye  heavens,  and  ye  waters  that 
are  above  the  heavens. 

5  &  6.  Let  them  praise  the  Name  of  the  Lord; 
for  he  spake  the  word,  and  they  were  made ;  he 
commanded,  and  they  Avere  created  ;  he  hath  made 
them  fast  for  ever  and  ever ;  he  hath  given  them 
a  law  which  shall  not  be  broken. 

7  &  8.  Praise  the  Lord  upon  earth,  ye  dragons, 
and  all  deeps  :  fire  and  hail ;  snow  and  vapours ; 
wind  and  storm,  fulfilling  his  word. 

9  &  10.  Mountains,  and  all  hills  ;  fruitful  trees, 
and  all  cedars  ;  beasts,  and  all  cattle  ;  worms,  and 
feathered  fowls. 

1 1 .  Kings  of  the  earth,  and  all  people ;  princes, 
and  all  judges  of  the  world. 

12.  Young  men,  and  maidens ;  old  men,  and 
children,  praise  the  Name  of  the  Lord,  for  his  Name 
only  is  excellent,  and  his  praise  above  heaven  and 
earth. 

13.  He  shall  exalt  the  horn  of  his  people ;  all  his 
saints  shall  praise  him,  even  the  children  of  Israel, 
even  the  people  that  serveth  him. 

(Chorus.) — Praise  ye  the  Lord. 
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net  U0  pvav* 

O  Lord  God,  whose  Name  only  is  excellent, 
and  thy  praise  above  heaven  and  earth,  we 
adore  and  bless  thy  power  and  thy  mercy  for 
creating  ns  after  thine  own  image.  Thou 
spakest  the  word,  and  we  were  made  ;  thou 
commandedst,  and  we  were  created :  and  as 
thou  hast  established  thy  creation  with  a  law 
for  ever,  that  all  should  minister  to  thy  praises 
in  their  several  stations,  so  give  us  grace,  that 
the  laws  of  sanctity,  of  faith  and  obedience, 
which  thou  hast  given  us,  may  never  be  broken 
by  us,  that  we,  serving  thee,  as  becometh  thy 
children,  and  not  as  creatures  without  under- 
standing, may  hereafter  sing  thy  praises  amongst 
the  angels,  and  the  innumerable  host  of  saints, 
reigning  in  thy  kingdom.  Hear  us,  O  merciful 
Father,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  gra- 
cious Redeemer,  and  our  Advocate  with  thee 
for  ever.     Amen. 


BER.    i 


August.      )      ^Tfjirttetf)  Bag. 
December.  C     pgALM  CXLIX. 


^Irinotttttott. 

This  is  a  psalm  of  joy  and  gratitude  for 
Israel's  victory  over  their  heathen  enemies,  by 
which  that  people  were  taught,  at  no  time  of 
peril  or  of  success,  to  trust  in  their  own  arm, 
or  to  exult  in  their  own  strength,  but  in  him 
alone  who  is  "  mighty  to  save."  In  like  man- 
ner, Christian  people,  who  are  now  the  Israel 
of  God,  are  admonished  vmder  all  circumstances 
of  worldly  peril,  or  of  prosperity,  to  look  up  to 
him  alone,  who  maketh  us  to  triumph  over  all 
our  adversaries  ;  and  we  are  also  taught,  when 
the  conquest  is  achieved,  and  safety  secured, 
not  to  forget  him  who  hath  delivered  us  out  of 
all  our  trouble,  but  to  lift  up  our  hands  and 
voices  in  glad  and  thankful  acknowledgment, 
and  to  praise  our  heavenly  benefactor  with  the 
"  best  member  that  we  have."  But  if  this  be 
incumbent  upon  us  under  earthly  trial  and 
temporal  glory,  what  reward  shall  be  given 
vmto  the  Lord  for  all  the  spiritual  benefits  he 
hath  conferred  upon  us, — for  giving  us  the 
victory  over  our  strong  enemy,  for  "  saving  us 
from  death,  and  from  him  who  had  the  power 
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of  death,  even  the  devil ;"  and  not  only  this, 
but  hath  assured  us  of  future  and  never-ending 
happiness  in  a  heavenly  world,  where  there 
shall  be  no  more  wicked  one  to  afflict  or  tempt 
us,  but  where  there  shall  be  "  pleasures  at 
God's  right  hand  for  evermore,"  where  "  we 
shall  be  eternally  one  with  Christ,  and  Christ 
with  us."  Oh,  let  us  ascribe^owei*,  and  honour, 
and  homage,  for  those  transcendant  mercies. 
Let  the  praises  of  God  be  in  our  mouth,  and 
the  "  mind  be  in  us  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord  ;"  and  let  "  the  Word  of  God,  which  is 
quick  and  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two- 
edged  sword,"  be  the  spiritual  weapon  of  our 
warfare  against  all  our  enemies ;  so  shall  we  be 
avenged  of  them  in  due  time,  if  we  faint  not, 
and  the  honour  that  cometh  from  God  shall  be 
upon  us,  his  saints,  in  this  and  in  a  future 
world. 


1 .  O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song ;  let  the  con- 
gregation of  saints  praise  him. 

2.  Let  Israel  rejoice  in  him  that  made  him,  and 
let  the  children  of  Sion  be  joyful  in  their  King.^ 

3.  Let  them  praise  his  Name  in  the  dance ;  let 
them  sing  praises  unto  him  with  tabret  and  harp. 

4.  For  the  Lord  taketh  pleasure  in  his  people ;  he 
will  beautify  the  meek  with  salvation. 

<"   The  Israel  of  Ciod  sing  this  holy     and  greater  mercies,  a  spiritual  salvation^ 
song,  "  New,"  in  its  evangeUcal  sense, — as     an  eternal  redemption^ 
new  men,  celebrating  new  victories,  new 
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5.  Let  the  saints  be  joyful  with  glory  ;  let  them 
rejoice  in  their  beds. 

6.  Let  the  praises  of  God  be  in  their  mouth,  and 
a  two-edged  sword  in  their  hands  ; 

7  &  8.  To  be  avenged  of  the  heathen,  and  to 
rebuke  the  people  ;  to  bind  their  kings  in  chains, 
and  their  nobles  with  links  of  iron. 

9.  That  they  may  be  avenged  of  them,  as  it  is 
written.  Such  honour  have  all  his  saints.^ 

{Chorus.) — Praise  ye  the  Lord. 


net  it0  pvap, 

O  Lord  our  King,  in  whose  honour  and 
salvation  all  thy  saints  rejoice,  give  unto  thy 
Holy  Gospel  a  free  passage  in  all  the  world, 
that  kings  and  nobles  may  be  bound  with  the 
chains  of  obedience,  and  discipline,  and  subor- 
dination to  thy  holy  laws  ;  and  grant  to  us,  thy 
servants,  that  thy  laws  may  be  so  fixed  in  our 
hearts,  and  thy  praises  in  our  mouths,  that  we 
may  be  written  among  the  righteous,  and  have 
our  portion  with  the  saints  who  rejoice  in  their 
beds  of  eternal  rest,  and  are  joyful  in  the  glories 
of  thy  kingdom,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


■  "' To  those  acquainted  witk  the  genuine  the  followers  of  the  Lamb  have  nothing 

spii  it  of  the  Gospel,  it  will  be  evident  that  to    do    with    vengeance    in    this    world, 

the  scene  of  which  we  have  here  a  pro-  though  they  are  to  judge  not  only  men 

phetical  exhibition,  is  one  that  cannot  take  but  angels  in  the  next, 
place  till  after  the  resurrection,  because 


April.  STJ^tttt^tt)   Jiag* 

PSALM  CL. 
Mtftnoniiion. 

In  this  short  but  beautiful  psahn,  all  creatures 
are  invoked  to  celebrate  the  praises  of  their 
Creator  ;  to  adore  and  worship  him,  first,  on 
account  of  his  own  infinite  perfections,  his 
power  and  might,  his  majesty  and  holiness, 
and  all  his  unspeakable  and  incomprehensible 
attributes  ;  next,  to  glorify  him  for  all  his  un- 
numbered mercies  and  loving-kindnesses  to  the 
beings  he  hath  made,  to  whom  he  hath  given 
life  and  breath,  and  all  things,  and  from  whom 
he  hath  "  withheld  no  manner  of  thing  that  is 
good."  Great,  indeed,  and  incalculable  have 
been  the  bounties  and  blessings  of  God  to  the 
children  of  his  love,  from  their  birth  even  to 
their  death.  Every  child  of  man  is  indebted 
to  him  for  every  thing,  and  all  the  return  they 
can  make,  is  to  confess  him  to  be  "  the  God  of 
the  spirits  of  all  flesh" — the  bounteous  giver  of 
all  good,  "  in  whom  they  live  and  move,  and 
have  their  being," — to  testify  of  him  "  in  his 
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noble  acts,  and  according  to  his  excellent 
greatness."  Poor,  indeed,  and  feeble  is  the 
tongue  of  man,  and  quite  unable  to  utter  all 
his  praise  ;  yet,  what  they  can,  that  let  them 
do  ;  "  shew  yourselves  joyful  unto  the  Lord, 
all  ye  lands,  sing,  rejoice,  and  give  thanks." 
And  if  this  return  should  be  offered  for  tem- 
poral and  earthly  blessings  alone,  what  shall 
we  say  for  spiritual, — for  reconciliation  with  an 
offended  God,  for  pardon  of  sin,  for  justification, 
for  sanctification,  for  the  means  of  grace,  and 
the  hopes  of  glory  ?  if  our  praises  be  inadequate 
and  unworthy  for  temporal  mercies,  how  can 
they  avail  for  eternal  ?  Yes,  God,  for  Christ's 
sake,  will  accept  them  :  weak  and  insufficient 
though  they  be  in  themselves,  he  hath  declared, 
"  Whoso  offereth  me  thanks  and  praise,  he 
honoureth  me."  Encouraged  by  this,  let  our 
hearts  be  filled  with  gratitude,  and  our  mouths 
with  praise  ;  let  the  united  homage  and  accla- 
mations of  the  redeemed  ascend  to  heaven  :  for 
Christ's  Name,  and  for  his  sake,  they  will  be 
welcomed  at  the  throne  of  grace,  and  thus  shall 
we  be  prepared  for  higher  services,  and  a  holier 
worship  in  a  future  world  of  glory ;  there  we 
shall  sing  a  new  song  before  the  throne  of  God ; 
then  we  shall  sing  "  Halleluiah  !  for  the  Lord 
hath  triumphed  gloriously"  over  sin  and  death, 
and  all  the  power  of  the  enemy ;  "  Halleluiah  ! 
for  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth,"  and 
shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever ;   "  Blessing,  and 
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glory,  and  wisdom,  and  thanksgiving,  and 
honour,  and  power,  and  might,  be  unto  God 
for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

With  this  call  to  "  every  thing  that  hath 
breath  to  praise  the  Lord"  concludes  the  holy 
book  of  Psalms, — a  book  full  of  invaluable 
treasure  to  the  Christian  in  all  the  varieties 
and  vicissitudes  of  a  changeful  life,  supplying 
him  with  inexhaustible  subjects  of  thought  and 
meditation,  affording  him  solace  and  sustain- 
ment  in  all  his  earthly  trials  and  afflictions, 
and  furnishing  him  with  topics  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving  in  his  days  of  prosperity.  But 
more  than  this :  The  book  of  Psalms  consti- 
tutes a  portion  of  that  Holy  Volume,  all  of 
which  "  was  written  by  inspiration  of  God,  and 
is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  cor- 
rection, for  instruction  in  righteousness  ;"  there- 
in temporal  blessings  shadow  out  spiritual,  — 
an  earthly  king  is  a  type  of  a  spiritual  one. 
Prophecy,  too,  throughout,  is  testifying  to 
future  times,  and  to  Him .  who  hath  fulfilled 
every  type  and  symbol  of  the  Jewish  law  ;  and 
this  is  the  testimony  of  Jesus  concerning  this 
divine  composition,  just  as  he  was  about  to 
leave  this  world,  and  to  ascend  to  his  Father, — 
"  These  are  the  words,"  said  Christ,  "  which 
I  spake  unto  you  while  I  was  yet  with  you, 
that  all  things  must  be  fulfilled  which  are 
written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  and  in  the  Psalms 
concerning  me." 
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May  we  receive  this  testimony  of  Jesus  con- 
cerning this  inspired  book,  and  accept  it,  as  it 
is  indeed  the  word  of  God,  blessing  and  prais- 
ing him  for  this  and  every  portion  of  his  divine 
revelation  in  Holy  Scripture,  which  is  able  to 
make   us   wise  unto    salvation,    throuo;h    faith 


which  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 


{Chorus.) — Praise  ye  the  Lord. 

1 .  Praise  God  in  the  sanctuary ;  praise  him  in 
the  firmament  of  his  power. 

2.  Praise  him  for  his  mighty  acts  ;   praise  him 
according  to  his  excellent  greatness. 

3.  Praise  him  with   the  sound  of  the  trumpet ; 
praise  him  with  the  psaltery  and  harp. 

4.  Praise  him  with  the  timbrel  and  dance ;  praise 
him  with  stringed  instruments  and  organs. 

5.  Praise  him  upon  the  loud  cymbals ;  praise  him 
upon  the  high-sounding  cymbals. 

6.  Let  every  thing  that  hath  breath  praise  the 
Lord. 

(Chorus.) — Praise  ye  the  Lord. 


art  u«  pray, 

O  great  and  glorious  Lord  God,  we  fall  low 
on  our  knees  before  thy  footstool ;  we  thank 
thee  for  the  light  of  thy  Gospel,  for  the  help 
of  thy  grace,  and  for  the  promise  of  pardon  and 
forgiveness  which  thou  hast  made  us  through 
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thy  Son  Jesus  Christ,  on  our  sincere  repentance 
and  amendment.  O  give  us  grace  to  repent  us 
truly  of  our  former  sins,  and  give  us  steadfast- 
ness of  purpose  to  lead  a  new  life  conformable 
to  thy  blessed  will.  Give  unto  us  the  increase 
of  faith,  hope,  and  charity,  and  so  elevate  our 
minds  above  the  perishing  things  of  this  world, 
that  we  may  be  prepared  for  that  everlasting 
rest  which  shall  be  given  to  thy  people,  for  the 
sake  and  through  the  merits  of  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord ;  to  whom,  with  thee,  O  Father, 
and  thee,  O  Holy  Ghost,  three  persons  and 
one  God,  be  glory  and  majesty,  dominion  and 
power,  both  now  and  ever.     Amen. 


THE  END. 
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